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MoshellistenedltolthelvoicelbilhisFatherinlawhnddidEverythingthelbaid.

Thelreasonlthisverselisfwrittenlinlsuchllwaylthatlthelphrasel'helkaid "Tappearslatthelendloflthe
verse [iskolthatlthelvowellsoundlunderthel'mem'linlthelword amarllkaid,islthe kometz(sounding
aslthelOOn['gone").IThelwordl amar'Tthereforelreads omor'.IT hislistolteachluslthatleven(Jethro
hadholidealhowldeeplwerelthelsecretslinlhislvords,landlwhatldirectionltheyltook.

,0’M7 DAN PHRA TR NP2 ,pI0D 7102 MK WK 9 2N1W OYYIT - RR WK 95 WY unn B nwn yewn
7193 1997 7Y 12T PRI YT P KD 1900 03 70 NIk 57

OnlylMoshelunderstood(Jethro'slwords.0T hisliswhylthelphraselhelkaid learrieslthelvowellkound
kometz[aslthoughtltheylwerelkaidto[Jethrol(orlthrough[Jethro) lwhilelhelhimselflneverlunderstood
theirllruelvalue.
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Andhow,liflyoulhearkentoMyloicelandkeepMyltovenant,oulvilllbeMylireasurefrom
alltheMations,forfhllihelEarthfisMine.[Andyoubvilllbelhlkingdomlbflpriestshandlhholylhationlto
Me.[Theselhrelthelvordslthatloulshallbpeakiolthe[Childrenlbfllsrael.

ThelHebrewlvordlforltreasurelisll'segula'.IThellimeaningloflkegulalisliomethinglvithlthelpotentialto
acquirelvaluelandlquality.lSomethinglthatlcan(belimbuediwithlhllthefabulousivealthloflkings.[A

container.
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ThishslwhatlGodkaidtolthelJewishlpeople thatHelwilllmak elthemlintolalvessellcapablelof
holdinglthelhibundanceloflalllthelblessingslthatiHe,lGod,Ipossesses,landthatltheylwillbe

empoweredtolbecomelthatlgreat.
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Thislisvhathwvasimeantlbylthe[Rebbe,lthe[Holyl[JewlotlPshische [whenlhekaidhboutlthislverse,
"God'sllovelforltheJewishlpeoplelhaslthelformloflh segula’,imeaninglsomethinglwithoutlreason.
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ForlhllkthelEarthfisIMine. INow,inlthelcontextloflthelverselthhouldhavebtated,[* Forlminelhrell
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thelhations.”lltlslthatlhfterlGodhasichosenIsraellasiHisOportionlinlthelworld,lfromlthatimoment
onwardsHeldoeshotlwantltoldeallwiththeations,andremovesltheirlchoice [Henceltlshot
properltolreferltolthemlindividuallylbutlratherlaslanlextensionlandlpartloflithelEarth.
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Andlitivasltheboundbflthe[Shofar,Erowingktrongerhndlouder.Mosesbpeakshndizodhnswers
him(linboice.

Fromlthislverselthe[T'almudl(Berachotid5a)llearns:IFromherelwelearnlthatthelinterpreterlshould
notlraiselhislvoicellouderlthanlthelcantor,hslitliswritte n,fandIGodhnswersthimnhlvoice’.”0This
Talmudsidifficultolunderstand,landhslcanibekeenlinthelcommentariesioflthel TosafiststandIAl
Fassi,lwholhskedlthellobviouskjuestion,lthatlfromltheltexttlvouldppearfquitelthelopposite.

DX 72279017 7728 R divg 1X0m [771] N12372 on2 o 2P 11y n’pbxm T2 mwn 1D ewn B m
"|E>’ﬂ77 1IN 7377 °2 WRAW 57777 NBDIN 17V 7N X171 LMD n’p’vxm AARIW TR NP 'l'?'lP

Thelmeaning,lhowever,lislhsfollows:IW hilelitlistruelthatlithvasIMoseslwholvaslk peakinglthell'en
Commandmentsltollsrael,hevertheless,ldeeperlbelowlthelburface [atlthelrootloflthelthing,inforder
thatlthelwordsloflthe[T orahlbelcarvedlintolthelheartslofltheJewishlpeople,lithwaslGodlwholwas
imprintinglontolthelheartloflieverylsinglelindividuallatiHis[will. [T herefore,linfthislrespect,itlislGod,
aslithvere lwhollislbeinglireferredltolhsthelinterpreter.[BecauselitlislonlylafterlthelT'en
CommandmentsthadlcomelfromlthelmouthloflMosesltolthelJewishlpeople [thatlGodventback

andlcarvedthelwordslntoltheirthearts.
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AndlthishsthelmeaninglofltheldictumlFthelinterpreterlshouldnotraiselhislvoicelabovelthelkoundlof
thellcantor’.IBecauselinlfact,[itlvouldthavelbeenlpossiblelforlGodltolcarvelthelwordsloflthe[[T'orah
sollmuchlmoreldeeplylintolthenlheartsiwithltHislinfinitefability,lthanMosesthadlthellcapacitytoldo.
Nonetheless,aslitlshvritten, [ therelaroselnolprophetllikeMMosesnsrael’ imeaninglGoddidinot
enlightenfanykoullmorelthanlHelenlightenedMoseslourlteacher.0ThislexplamsthelTalmudic
dictumbthatlthelinterpreterlshouldinotlraiselhislvoicelabovelthelcantor,lmeaninglhigherlthanlthat
levelltolwhichMoseslhttained.
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IlhmihelLord,ourllGod.

ThelHebrewlwvordl'T'lisbwvritten Anochilandinot AnrForliflitthadlbeenlwritten Anithelimplication
wouldlhavelbeenlthatlGodrevealediHimselflandHisMightlinftslentirety, fandtherehollonger
remainedlanythinglthatthadlnotlbeenlkaidlexplicitly.[ThatltherelivouldbelnoldepthltolGod'swords,
becauseleverythinglwouldhlreadylhavelbeenlrevealedlonlthelkurface.
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Thelletterl'khaf'linlthelword Anochikuggestslsomethinglthatlislunfinishedlanddmperfect,fa
likeness,lldepictionlhaslitlvere.[AkuggestionloflthelightlthatlGodiwillreveallinlthelfuture .IAsOwith
everylinsightthlpersonlgainsideeperlintolthelwordsloflthelTorah,helrealiseslthatluntillnow,lhelivas
mbtheldark.
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[T hislislwhyldayfollowslimight.[TheldaylkuggestslthatlGodlopenslthelGate sloflWisdomlforla
person,[thenlnightlcomes,Imakinglalpersonlrealiselthatthelshouldn'tthinkthatthelhaslacheived
enlightenment,[becauselanyllenhghtenmentthelhcheivediduringtheldaylwilllappearfasinight,
comparedlolthelenlightenmentthatthelwillachievelinlthelfollowinglday,andkolonlforever.[So
everythinglishightlcomparedtolthellightlthatiGodbwilllopenlinithelfuture.
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Thislexplainsithelconnectionlbetweenlthelfirstandksecondlcommandments.['Y oulkhalllimakellno
gravenlimages'lThsvelearnlinfthe[Z.oharl{Vol.II87b) I'becauselGodlcommandedMosheltolcarve
himselflthelktoneltabletsloflthelcommandments,IHelthenlcommandedlusihottolcarvelkstone",l.e.
notlolmakelhnotherksetloflT'orahlcommandments.IThislsbe causelthelHebrewllword Pesel,
meaningll'graven,lcarvedlimage",lsuggestslkomethinglthatthas[beenlcutlexactlyltolmeasureland
perfection:lalcompletelylfinishedlthing.
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Andkuchldoeshotlexistlotherlthanlinlthe[[TorahlofMoseslourlT'eacher.[Butlwithdthelhumanimind,
ithsotlpossibleltolcreatesuchhlperfection.[AsvelearnlintheMidrash,(RuthRabbah[3.2)[The
RomanliCaesarlkaidlto[R.0Y ehoshualb.lHananiya, [l IlcanflsolmakelTorahlLawllikelMoses".[Then
hellkcommandedthatthonellmakellfirelinlRomelforlthreeldays.[When(helinvited[R.0Y ehoshualto
comelonlthelrooflbflthelpalacelandllookldownlonlthelcitylandkeelalllthelchimneyswithoutlany
smokeltheylkawlkmokellcomeloutloffhlkinglelchimney.ICaesarlexplainedithatlonellministerwaslkick
andlthatthelhadbeenlobligedltollexemptlhimlfromlthelbanlhgainstimakinglire [Athwhichlpomtlhe
admuttedlthatlhelkouldhotlwritefalTorahlLawllikeMMoses.
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Now,thelquestionlisfobvious.[thslthellawlhccordingltoltheldecreesloflthel[T'orahlthatldangerltollife
becauselbflkickness,setslhsidelthelawslofiShabbes.ITheldifferencelislthis:lISomeonelmakingfirelfor
alkicklpersonlonShabbeslishotlkdesecratinglShabbeslhndldoeshotheedlpermissionlfromIMoses,
andlshotlcontravenigfnyloflthellLawsloflthe[T'orah.[Becauselthisltoo,lislalcommandment:Idanger
tollifeltakeslprecedencelaindiShabbeslisketlhside.
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Similarly,lwelfindlthathwvheneverlitlislalimeltolactforlGod,welalreadylfiindinlthe[ T orah)thelhint
atlhowlwelshouldloverturnlthellT'orah. (TalmudiBerachothl54a.Mlishwritten,l(Psalm 119:126) ‘A timeto
do for God. They have overturned your Torah.’ IR.INathansaid,[fITheylhaveloverturnedlyourlTorah
becauselitlishltimefoldolforlGod.’) Andkolthe[lT'orahlcontainshllthelpermutationsfoflalllpossible
scenariosthelfuturelicanthold,land(itsdightlsurroundsfndicontamsleverylfacetlandleverylpossibility.
IthsOthislqualitybwhichisibeyondlthelabilitylbflalhumantodmanufacture.[ThislislwhylthellZohar
explamsthellprohibitionlhgainstimakinglgravenlimages[tolbelalprohibitionlhgainstlimakingpositive
commandments,landlthelprohibiionfagainstimakinglikenesslandipicturesfasfalprohibitionfagainst
makinglhegativelcommandmentslorlprohibitions.
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Becauselhothingfhslrevealednlhllitsdcomplexityltolthelhumanlmind.
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M ake no gods of silver with M e, and gods of gold do not make your selves. Make M e an
altar of earth... Wherever | mention my Name | will come and blessyou.

gods of silver refersto inauthentic love, and passion beyond the level of your true feelings.
There are no familiarites allowed with heaven. God does not fill a person with love unless the
truth is there to begin with.
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gods of gold refers to inauthentic fear, and awe beyond the level of your true feelings. God asks
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only that you make M e an altar of earth, that isto say, God wants only your true feglings, earth
stands for simplicity, as it really exists in your heart.
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Wherever | mention my Name. The word/phrase “I mention” should more properly have been
written “is mentioned” reading, “wherever My Name is mentioned” rather than, “wherever |
mention My Name”. The mentioning referred to here in the text is a type of Birrur/testing. God
is telling us that whenever He ascertains that the very core spark of athought in your heart was
meant for Him alone, then God will immediately send the blessing.
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If you make M e an altar of stone, do not make them hewn. For if you wave your sword over
them they are profaned. Do not ascend upon stepsto My altar, that you not expose your
vulnerableson it.

All Jewish hearts are refered to by God as ‘My dtar’. This explains the prohibition against using
steps to ascend to it. For it is forbidden any Jew to consider himself better or higher than another
Jewish soul.
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Thisiswhy the Torah warns, ‘that you not expose your vulnerables upon it.” Meaning that you
not end up embarrassing yourself. For if you are haughty over another person the end is always
that you descend to alevel lower than the one you were haughty over. And the other person is
given your higher levels. As we learn in the Tamud (Megilla 16b) Mordechai was originally
named fifth among his peers but was then relegated to sixth.
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