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M oshe gathered the entire congregation of Jewish people, etc. Six dayswork shall be done
and the seventh day shall be holy to you: Shabbes, etc. Take from among you an offering to
God.

The reason that Shabbes is mentioned before the work on the Tabernacle, is because in the
building of the Tabernacle, all Jews were joined in their hearts without any superiority over one
another. To begin with, each of the artisans and craftsmen did his work on the Tabernacle and it
was obvious that he had produced a masterpiece of unparalleled skill and artistry. After that,
when they saw how the different parts came together and each tapestry and item of furniture
fitted in, they saw that everyone' s work was connected to everyone else’s, and ultimately it
appeared to be the work of one person.
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Then they understood that everything they had done and made was done unconsciously, with the
help of God who was guiding the hand of everyone working on the Tabernacle. Because there
was, a the end, a perfection in the form of the building. How, therefore, could one feel superior
over another when it was obvious that he, himself, could not have done it without the help of
God.
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And so we find in the Tamud (Megillah 98) and the story of King Ptolemy, who assembled 72
elders, and they all coincidentally agreed upon the same ideas and they wrote a number of
emendations to the text and each thought in his heart that he had hit upon wonderful and
profound wisdom. However, when they saw that they had all hit upon identical wisdom, they
understood that it had happened with the will of God.
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So the parshah/portion of Shabbes is placed next to the construction of the Tabernacle because
the chief and common denominator unifying them all is the mitzvah-commandment of Shabbes.
Shabbes is the essence of every mitzvah with kavanah (intention) for the sake of heaven. This
kavanah is called Shabbes.
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Similarly, in the construction of the Tabernacle, where all their efforts were for the sake of the
glory of Heaven, in order that the Shechina dwell among the Jewish people, and in this all their
hearts were joined, because the Shechina did not come to rest upon the Tabernacle if even one
tent-peg was missing.
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S0 no one had cause to fedl superior to anyone else at al. Even the craftsmen who had fashioned
the aron-ha-godesh, the Holy Ark, compared to someone who had made a tent-peg for the
courtyard, as the Talmud says (Sotah 40a), “What difference does it make to you. Both from this
one and from that one comes the glory of heaven?’ Thisis the meaning of the verse, “And
Moshe gathered the whole congregation of the children of Israel.”
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The people continued to bring more than was necessary for the work, etc.

To understand what was so glorious about the generosity of the Jewish people, and why it’s
mentioned so often, what’s so remarkable about the fact that they gave generoudly to the
Tabernacle? Who is it who would withhold anything of his entire wealth after a commandment
of God, particularly the commandment to build a Tabernacle?
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However, the truth is that a person can never quite know at the deepest levels of his heart,
whether he is truly generous or not. The test is that when a person is solicited for a donation for a
new and worthy cause, it’s easy to give alot. But after atime, when he becomes used to the
mitzvah, his hand begins to tighten and becomes less generous. That’s an indication that the
generosity was never real. Because if the generosity comes from the source, it would never dry
up. Here, God wanted only such a gift from true generosity, from the deepest level of their

hearts. Because it was going to be used to build something that wasto last for ever. And so the
holiness in the gift had to last forever.
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And so God made it that every Jew thought that giving was a habit they would need to get used
to, not something fresh. Nonetheless, they wanted to keep on giving again and again with all
their generosity of heart, from the very source of giving. Thus their generosity was assayed. This
is why the Torah tells us the people brought more and more, which means that they brought
again and again. That's why the Torah glorifies their generosity.
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M oshe gathered the whole congregation of the Jewish people, etc. ... six dayswork shall be
done, etc. ... Moshe said to the Jewish people, “Look. God has called Betsalel by name.”

The reason for the order of these parshiot Chapters is because concerning the building of the
Tabernacle, thetext tells us that God put wisdom and understanding boheimo - in them. Because
the work was done at a level above and beyond the grasp of their mind. From the perspective of
the people doing the work, they were like apes because the work was being done by God, above
and beyond their conscious awareness. Their hands were guided.

oW '7 R7P IRT PRI 232 DR 7wn AR 130 19K Awyn o0 nww 31 PRI 212 0Ty Bap Do AR e bap
FOXRDMIW 13777 ,IMI2 712N AR50 /7 1N WK 2203 19WnT NIRMA 5 1997 NIPWwIDT 970 171Y JoRbEa
m2YMY N7OW XM P 7OKDNT NANAW 1P TWIND P WY1 FORDHA DOWIV T8MY 095w 723N nwyl
,07°7 1193 553 anyIn

Asit iswritten (Psalm 78:72) “And with the skill of His hands, He leads them.” Because the

T vunah understanding that they had in their hands, came from God; they were doing the will of
God without knowing or calculating at all. From their point of view, however, each one of them
thought he was producing a masterpiece of design, and each imagined that his production was an
unparalleled success that came from his heart.
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When, however, the Jewish people continued bringing more and more gifts and each of the
workers succeeded in producing exactly what God had commanded, then each understood that
there was no element of superiority in either their performance or their wisdom. Aswe learn in
the Zohar (Val. 11, 222b) “When all the artisans came to gathered to perform their tasks, then the
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task that they had assembled to perform did itself. They merely began the work, and the work
completed itself.”
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That’s why it says “Moshe gathered the whole congregation of the Jewish people,” We find three
levels: a gathering, a congregation, and the Jewish people. Which suggests he assembled them
with lots of noise, gathering everyone, great and small, to emphasize and make them realise that
no one among those working on the Tabernacle has any right to feel superior. Because
everything was being done beyond their consciousness.
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And so the Torah tells us, 6 days shall work be done; “te’ aseh melacha” work shall be done, in
the passive voice, because they were all to understand that it was God who was doing the work,
and that they shouldn’t take credit for it.
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There then follows the instruction to see that God had called Betsalel by name. Because God
looks to the heart, and raises some to prominence even though everyone can see plainly that
there is no superiority, nevertheless “God reveals mysteries unto those who fear Him” When a
person realizes that they have no right to feel superior in their hearts, God reveals the superiority
that comes from the effort the person puts into his work.
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And it was God himself who assayed Betsalel, asit is written “and He filled him with a spirit of
God’. That iswhy it then says that Betsalel made the aron (ark), and that is why the work is
given his name.
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Theselhrelthehccountsbilthell'abernaclebflT'estimony.

ThelHebrewlword Pikudeihaslhlinumberloflimeanings.IOnelimeaninglisfanlexpressionof
prominence,lconspicuousness,hshvelread( 1 ISamuel20:25)F AndDavid’slkeatlvas Nifkad [
empty,”[whichltolkaylthatlhislkeatlwaslconspicuous,lbecauselholonelwasloccupyingit.
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Now,[throughlthelpresenceloflthelT'abernaclelittbecamelobviousfandlconspicuousithatlGod[slin
thelworldlof asiyah,actionlasiwell.IWhichlislsomethinglthatfllthelpagans,lworshippersloflthelktars
andlconstellationsdeny.IAndthisislthelmeaninglofithelverseThe Pikudef(manifest)loflthe
TabernacleloflTestimony”,[thatlwhichlbecamelobviouslhslaresultloflthelpresenceloflthellI'abernacle
whichlislthereforelallTabernacleloflTestimony.[T'estimonylislsome thinglimanifest;lwhichlistolsaylht
becamelbbviousltoltheleyesbilhlllthelhations,[becauseloflthelT'abernacle thatlGodlrules
everywherelandlsltolbelfoundlevenlhere,linthisdowestvorld.
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Now,wholbroughtlthislprominencelabout?lAndlthelverselgoeslonltollexplamlthatiwas pukadimade
manifesttbylMoses.[BecauselitvasiMoshelburllT'eacherlwholbroughtthislconspicuouslpresence

fromHeavenltollarth,ldownlintolthislworld.
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HelkrecteditheltourtyardhrounditheMabernacle.

Throughoutltheldescriptionfoflthelerectionloflthe[T'abernaclelandalllitsdfurniture welareltoldlthat
MosesldidithslGodhaslkcommandedlhim.MHere, [however,vithlthelerectionloflthelcourtyard,lthe
textdoeshotkayFaslGodlcommandedMoses.”
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ThelreasonlthelT'orahltellslusithatMosesldidlasthelvaslcommandedibylGod,lisibecauselwhile
Moseslwaslhssemblingthelpartsfoflthe[[TabernaclelGod’slkcommandmentiwaslhslkclearfandlobvious
tolhim[hslthoughlhelwerelbemnglcommandedbylGodhtithatimoment.[AslourlSageslteachluslthat
whereverlwellreadinltheltextlthelimperative,[*command "litlisfhllchargeluponlthelpresentlandlhall
generations. [T hisfislwhyltheltextltellslusbwithleachlcomponentthatlitiwasldonelasIMoseslivas
commanded.
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Nowlwellearnlinthe[Midrash(NumbersIRabbah,[1:3)UpluntillthelTabernaclelbvaslerected,the
entirelwildernessiwaslavailableltolthelrevelationloflGod’slword.[ButloncelthelT'abernaclelivas
erected,thelwildernessiwaslnollongerlthelplace.[That’slwhyloncelthelcourtyardiwaslerectedlaround
thellT'abernacle fandlitlwaslcompletedlandiwithlitlcamelthelcompletionloflthelere ctionloflthe
Tabernacle,it’ slinappropriateltolbaylthatlithcameFasIMoseslwaslcommanded”.[Becauselthe
implicationloflthelcommandtolMoseslislthatthelwordiwasslclearlandmanifestltolhimbashtthe
momentloflthelcommandiromlthelMouthloflGod.
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Butlthislcouldnolongerlbelko,kincelfromlthisimomentlthelwildernesshsihollongerlthelplacelfor
thellrevelationloflGod’slword.lthwashotlobviousltoIMosesthatlwhatlhelwasldoingliwaslthe
commandmentloflGod.lAndlthat’sbwhylthelverseldoesn’thsay,heldidittasiGodlcommanded.”
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