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God spoke to Moses, saying: “ Speak to the children of Israd, etc., and let them take me an
offering.”

This iswhat is meant by the verse in Isaiah, 45:18,
“So says God, Creator of Heaven, etc., not for chaos was the world created, it was created
to be settled.”

The point is this. Back in the Parshah/Portion of Yithro, when the Jewish people heard the Ten
Commandments, they thought them easy to fulfil, since these commandments are tied to human
action.
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When, however, the Parshal/Portion of Mishpatim was given them, when they discovered that
God wanted His holiness and worship to fill every Jewish heart until it spread into everyone's
possessions so that they become incapable of causing harm or acting against the law (as was
explained in Parshat Mishpatim), there arose in the heart of Israel a cry: “how is it possible to
purify a heart so much?’
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Thereat, and because of this, God taught us with this Parshah/Portion, how it might be done, “Let
them take me an offering of gold, and silver, and copper”. We learn inthe Zohar, (Vol. 11, p
148a), that these elements correspond to the fundamentals of the human body. Which isto say,
the person has to hand over al his fundamentals - his powers - to God, to be ruled by God and
according to His desires. Consequently, all his possessions will be good and incapable of doing
harm.
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Similarly, we find in the Zohar, (Vol. 1l p 121b), the verse in Psalms 32 is explained thus:
“Lucky is the man whom God credits with no sin, and in whose heart there is no guile.” (The
Zohar asks a question, it would appear that the verse in Psalmsis back to front. If aperson is
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without guile, God won't find sin in him. Why does the verse begin by saying God doesn’t find
sin in him and therefore he is without guile?)
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This is only when a person’s spirit doesn't deviate in any direction, but grows only in the
direction of God's will. Now, if a person asks himself, ‘How is it possible for me to purify my
heart so much? about thisit is said in the verse from Isaiah above (ibid. 18),

“The world was not created for chaos, but to be setteled”,

Meaning God doesn't want a person to be afraid because of this.
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Thisis also the meaning of the next verse in Isaiah, (ibid. 19) “I did not say to the seed of Jacob
‘you seek me invoid'. Rather, God says, ‘| created the world to be settled.”” Settled means
serene. A person should have ease and quiet of mind. Asthe verse goes on to say, “I am God,
who speaks righteousness, and advocates the easy path.”
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Which is to say that even though God desires that a person be righteous, and free of sinin all
respects, and fulfill the 613 commandments, nevertheless God is called the advocate of the easy
path. That is, with straighforwardness and a generous heart towards a person, giving the person
advice and support so that he getsto the Torah with ease.”
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L et them take me an offering.

We learn in the Midrash, (Tanchuma 1),
“A cohen/priest who is an ignoramus, one may eat Terumah/Offerings upon his grave.”

What this refers to is as follows: The holiness which accrues to Terumah (the offering), comes
because of the Cohanim/Priests who will eat it in sanctity. Were there no Cohen/Priestsin the
world, the Terumah offering would have no intrinsic holiness.
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Therefore, from the point of view of the Cohen/Priest who is an ignoramus, the Terumah
offering never acquires any holiness.
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This is the meaning of the Medrash Tanchuma “Let them take me an offering” to which the
Medrash says, “Me means for my name's sake.” Which isto say that the holiness of the Terumah
offering is entirely the consequence of it being separated for God's sake.
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Let them take me an offering ...

This can be understood with what we have said about the verse in Proverbs 15:24: The path of
lifeison top for the wise. What this means is that the main thing and the first thing is that a
person always keep in his heart that the path of life is on top, meaning that it is God who gives
him life and possessions, and that he keeps it on top of the list of things. Like all important things
which are the top. This is also the meaning of the verse Let them take me an offering. Every Jew
needs to take God and put him on top and first on the list of al things.
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Thisis what we learn in the Talmud [Sanhedrin 102b] fromwhereis a person supposed to begin
cutting the bread? Fromwhere it is most baked. The reason is connected to what we learn in the
Tamud [Berachot 35a] It iswritten [Psalm 24:1] to God belongs the Earth and all it contains.
While in another verse [Psalm 115:15], it is written, the heavens belong to God, while the Earth
was given to Son of Man? To which the Talmud replies, here we are talking before the blessng,
and here we are talking after the blessing.
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Because the meaning of the blessing that we make before partaking of something is to show that
we recognize that the thing has an owner and master, and it is from Him that the abundance
flows to us. If you recognize this then you are capable of saying, Baruch Ata, Blessed are You,
directly at God. Hence the verse, and the Earth was given to the Son of Man.
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This is the meaning of the question where do we begin cutting the bread? Where should the
recognition that God is the giver of this bread begin? That a person should say “Blessed are
You” to God when holding the bread? And the answer is fromwhere it is most baked. Where the
baking is most advanced, means that while the manufacture of the bread was done by man, the
kneading and shaping, heating the oven and the placing of al the breads equally in the heat of
the oven, it is clear that this particular spot which is crusty and well baked is not the result of the
person’swork.
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If aperson takesit to heart to ask “why did this spot bake first and most thoroughly?’ it can only
be because it was the will of God. Therefore, it is appropriate to make the blessing over the bread

at this spot where God is most evident.
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L et them take me an offering.

God commanded every individual to set himself aside an hour dedicated every day to God, to
meditate and be alone in worship.
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Let them take me an offering.

We learn in the Midrash, (Exodus Rabbah, 23:1), “Y ou have a person who buys a purchase. It
has gold in it, but no silver. Or it has silver in it but no gold. But this purchase | have made for
you, hasin it both slver and gold. Y ou have a person who buys fields; they have no vineyards.
Or vineyards that have no fields. But this purchase | have bought for you has both fields and
vineyards.”
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Which isto say that generally speaking, in worldly matters, you cannot have two opposites
uniting. Gold refers to fear and awe, while silver islove and desire. So at their very root, they
contradict one another. In this world such opposites stand naturally irreconcilable.
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Similarly, the metaphor of the field representing growth and development, while vineyard is a
metaphor for restriction and order. As we find in the Talmud about all the laws that were
formulated only when our sages, ‘entered into the vineyard at Yavneh',
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whereas in the Torah you can find all the contradictions uniting. And any way is possible when it
comes to the worship of God.
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Make a Menorah of pure gold, [...] it’s cups, knobs, flowers, should all come out of it.

Its cupsrefersto Abraham. He was the first to spread knowledge of God in the world and he
prepared the world as a vessel and made it fit to receive the constant flow of abundance from
God.
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Itsknobs corresponds to Isaac. A knob is something that sticks out and is obvious, as we read
often in the Talmud Moses heard it thus from the mouth of Gevurah whichisto say that it is
prominent and obvious, i.e. explicit. For this was the characteristic of Isaac, to avoid any gray
areas. It was only when he could see the will of God explicitly that he entered into any course of
action.
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Its flower s refers to Jacob, because he never had explicitly expressed instructions in any matter.
He himself was a combination of both Abraham and Isaac. Therefore, at any moment and in any
situation that he turned to, he was faced with fear. Aswe learn in the Zohar [Val. 11, 79a]
‘Awesome’, thisis Jacob, for thereis no Awe of God except where perfection exists. Thisis
called the flower; i.e. something very refined.
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