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Theselhrelthehames,[...|linditivasivhenthefnidwivesfearediGod, ... litndMHelnadelthem
houses.

Thelreasonlforlthislislthatlwhenlalpersonlisafraidloflanotherlpersonltheylhavelholpeaceloflimind,
becauselfearlislthelloppositeloflserenity,[butlFearlofllGodbringskerenitylwithlit.0Thisliskthelmeaning
oflthelphraselfandlHelmadelthemhouses’.IHouselshlmetaphorlforlpeaceloflimind.IConsequently,
whenltheylhadlpeaceloflimind,becauselofltheirlfearloflGod,ltheylhadnolfearloflwhatIPharaoh
mightldoltolthem.[Thisfislthelimeaningloflf Hellmadelkthem(houses’.
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Thislskhedmeanigofthelversel(Genesisi49:15) Zebuluniillldwelllatthelhavenloflthelkea.[Helill
bellorlalhavenlofliships.(HislborderlvilllbelonlSidon.

Thelkeallslimetaphorfforlfear,fandlthelshiplisfaimetaphorlforkerenity. 0T hislsaysthatlinlhisfear,
therelislserenity.[AsthelT'almudkays(BavalMetzialb)Falboatlislatlrest’.
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AndMoseslbaid,FWholhm(Itolgo?”([...]laindlcoulddbringlbut,ktc...

Whatlthisimeans[islhsfollows:lhelwashskingltwolquestions.[Firstloflall,lhelhsked,Fwholam(I ?
meaninglthatthelwaslhskinglGodtolshowlhimwhylhelwas[beinglchosenlhbovelanyonelelselto
redeemlthelJewishlpeople.lAndlthelkecondiquestion Willll[bringlout.. ?lvaslasfollows.0Yes,[it’s
truelthatlthelEgyptiansfareloppressinglthelchildrenloflIsrael,landlit’stappropriatelthatltheylbe
redeemed.IStll,Ithelquestionbegs.[solwhatlwilllbelwhenlllbringlthembout?Forlthisliskure,lGod’s
purposellcannotlsimplylbeltolgivelthemlrestlorlpleasurelinithisfworld.’
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AndlitlwasltolthesellquestionsthatlGodlansweredhim.0Tolthelfirsthquestionfwholaml?’IGod
answered[ forlllwilllbelwithlyou’.IMeaningthatlbecauselllknowlyou,landthatlyouthavelnoldesirelto
belpulledinanyldirectionloflyourlown,butlyourlonlyldesireliskolgolwherelllsendlyou,l(because
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that’slwhatlthelhame[Moseslimeans,whenlhelwaslhamedMoseslitlwvaslbecauselhelhadbeenlpulled
fromlthelwatermeaningthatlhelhadlbeenlstrippedioflallidesirestandkelflcenteredness,landvashot
proudloflthelfactlthatlthelShechimalwasalkingtolhim.
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Andlolthelsecondquestionlthatlhelhadhsked,fsurelyllGod’slpurposelsihotlsimplyllmundane
pleasure?’lGodlansweredhim,fwhenlyoulbringloutlthelpeopleletc...lyoulwillivorshiplGodlonlthis
mountain.’MeaninglthatlIlwillIbringlyoulunderlimylyokel-lthelyokeloflthe[Torah.IAndllwillhave
businesswvithlyoulinfthingslthatlivelandlastlforeverlandlever.[ThislislthelreasonlthatlGodltoldlhim
‘andthisiwillibelthelsignlthatllsentlyou’ ,[Helkaid Anochrlandididnotlsaylf Anr.[Becauseltheletter
khafTpointsthttsomethingthatllastsforever,aslshvelllknown.
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Golhnd(gatherl]...|lhndMoseshnsweredhndbaidiButitheyivillhotbelievelne”

AlthoughM oseslknowlhndlrustedithatltheylwouldlbeleve sincelGodwvaskendinglhimndhelwvas
sureltolkucceed,whatiMoseslwaslkayingwaslthatlitlsihotlapproprateltolsendlkomeonellwhollcomes
aslhimessengerlfromiGod,andhasholpowerlinlhisthandolforcelcomphance.[llt’sthothppropnate
torlhimtolcomeltolthembwithlh request.
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Godhnswered, ‘whatlisfthisfinlyourthand ?’hndMoseskaid, It shktaff’ ,[andGodbaid,f Throwlit
tolthelgroundhndlitiwilllbecomelhkerpent’.[Becauselthebtafflhintsftlthelbourcelbfllife,hslthe
Talmudlkays,l(Pesachimb8a)[Finlthelfuturelthe tzaddikimIlnghteouslwillbelablelfolbringltheldead
backltollife,lashtlswritten,(Zachariah(8:4) landleachImanthisstafflinthisthand.’
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Throwlitltolthelgroundnd(itivilllbecomelhkerpent,ineaninglGodivasbhowingMoseslthatthis
questionhadhotlcomelfrombthelkourcelofllife [butlfromlalplacehatlookedhlivelbutlinfvhose
sourceltherelisinolreallife.0That’slwhatlthelserpentlhintsfat.f Because, IGodkaidtolMoses,[fyou
shouldlhavelunderstoodlofllyourlownlccordithatlllhavelthelheartsloflpeoplelinlmythand,folimove
themlatlmylwill,landhflIkentlyou,youlshouldlhavelrustedthatllvouldkendlntoltheirthearts,lthat
theylwillbelforcedltollistenltollyou.’
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AndMosesleddrombeforelit,incanslthatthelunderstoodhisimistake.
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Godkaidl'Putlbutllyourthandbndlgrablitskail.[MeaningthatlGodwvantedhimlolthinkhboutlthis
verylfact,faboutlhowltherelcamelinto yourtheartlthelidealtolthinklthatltheyllmightihotlbelievelyou.
Isn’tlthisfalsolkomethinglthatlcouldlonlylhavelcomelatlthelwillloflGod ?’lAndkolhere, lGodkhowed
Moseslthatltherelwaslinlfactroomlforthislidea.[Forlthishsthowlitlaroselinthe[Divine[Thought.[That
therelivouldlbelimesvhenltheylwouldktumble,landtheylwouldinotlbelievelinlMoses.0Thiswasla

referencelfolKorah’slrebellion.
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ThelthreelmiraclesiHelshowedlhim,[hinthtlthelthreeltimesithelJewishlpeoplelstumbledlin
rebellionfhgainstMoses.[ThellmiracleloflthelktafilrefersftolthelrebellionlinlthellchapterlofiChukath,
(Numbers[21:5)wherelitlishvrittenfandthelpeoplekpokelhgamstlGodandgamstiMoses,[J...|land
ourlkoulslarelsickloflthisimannalbread,[...JlandIGodkentlthelsnakeslamongthelpeople,letc. Tand
there,[thelhixinglwaslthatlhnyonelthatthadlbeen(bittenlbylthelsnakelhadollookhtthelcopper
serpentlindiwaslhealed.0T hatlislwhylhere,thekerpentlbecamelthelstaffloncelagain.
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Correspondingltolthebecondlmiraclel' Putlyourlhandlntolyourlbosomlandiwhenlyoulwithdrawlit{ht
willlbelle prous, whichlcorrespondstolMirtamlandlAaronlkpeakinglagainstiMoses.[IThatlhlsolhadla
fixing.[Thatlwaslwhylthelleprousthandalsolventbackltolitsloriginallstate.
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Thelthirdsignfandlyoulwillltak elfromlthelwatersloflthelriverlandtheylwilllbe comelblood’,
correspondediolthelincidentlhatithelwatersloflrebellion.[Thislappearsinotltolhavelbeenlfixed.IAnd
thatlislwhylhere,lhlso,lweldon’tlhndlthatlthelbloodturnedibackkolwater.
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HebventlhndhelencounteredhimbhitlthelmountainbfllGodhndhelkissedhim.
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WellearninltheIMidrash,{GenesisIRabba8:5)IR.ISimonkaid.[WhenlGodcameltolcreateMManlthe
ministeringlangelslgatheredinlgroupslandiclasses.[SomelsaidletMManlhotbelcreated,lotherslkaid,
onlthellcontrary,detlhim[belcreated.[Thisfslthelmeaningloflthelverse(Psalmsi85:11) [Kindnessland
Truthimet,JusticelandPeacelkissed.IKindnesskaid CreateIManfortheldoeslkindness, Tbutltruth
objected,kaying,[If Createlhimhotforlhelishlllies. [Justicelsaid I CreatelmanforldoesJustice’ lwhile
Peacelobjected,saying,[f Createlhimihotlforthelisflllstrife. W hatldidIGodldo PIHetookthelTruth
andlkastlittolthelgroundslitlisiwrittenl(Daniell8: 1 2) IAndY oulcastl T ruthltolEarth. [T heliministering
angelslkaidbeforelGod,HowlkcanlY oulhbuselthe[RoyallSeallthus L etltheltruthlgrowlfromlthe
ground.[Thisfisthellmeanmngloflthelversel(Psalmsi85:1 2D Theltruthlgrowsfromlthelearth.
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Thellquestionlislwelllknown.IW hatldid(heldolwithlpeace forlweldon’tindlthatthethrewllpeacelto
thelbround PIAndhlso,kinceMM oseslhimselfliwasibothl I ruthlandJustice [howlkouldlitthavelbeen
thatlonlthelonelhandlhelsaid, [ create’ landlonlthelotherthand,[helsaidI'don’thereate ?
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Thelanswerlslhaslfollows:ITruthsaysfDon’tlereatelthelworld’ JandIMoseslwhoselcharacteristiclvas
Emet [II'ruth,foundhimselfliconstantlylraihingfhgainstthelfactlthatlthelwickedsucceed.lHowlcould
Pharaohlkenslavelthe[Jewishlpeople,fandlthelJewishlpeoplelhaveltolsubmitltolhim Pt sMlie,
becauselthelfactlsthatlPharaohlwashlwickedliman.0ThislquestionthunderedlinlthelheartlofMoses.
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Aaron,[hislbrother,hadlthelcharacteristiclot Chesed TLovinglKindness,landhelwaslconstantly
learningfhewlways[oflbeinglinlthelmoment,lolkufferleverythinglandicce pthwith[Love [withoutlany
complaintthgainstlGod.
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ThislhshhedmeaninglofltheMidrash(Tanchuma,libidll 0)lonlhelversel(ExodusM: 1 1)FWholsave
manhlmouth?

RabbillY ochananlksaid,FwholaveltheladviceltolfleelfromIPharaoh?’ Imeaning,lGodkaidkoMoses,
‘Wholputhtintolyourlhearttolflee PIWasn’tlthatllmorelinlcharacterfforlAarontoldo ?IDidn’thtlrun
contraryltollyourlownlcharacteristiclofl I'ruth?IShouldn’tlyoulhavelinsistedlonlthe[ ' ruth ?IByllyour
ownllightlyoulkhouldlhavelstayedlndnotfleddfromiwickedPharaoh.[W asn’thtll,lwholtaughtlyou
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forbearance?’
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ThelfactlisthatlafterlrunninglawaylfromPharaoh,[Mosesldidllearnftolbelinlthelimomentlandkuffer.
ThishslthelreasonlwhylGodlappearedtolhimlnlthelthornbush,tolteachlhimlthislcharacteristic,
andkhowlhimhattHe ,1GodMHimself,Idwellslindthelhornbushlwithlremendouskufferance.lAndt
iswritten,l(Psalm®1: 15) [ Ilamwithlhimnlhis(pain.’ IGodlhadiremendouslforbearancelwithlregard
tollPharaoh.
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ThslshhelreasonlthatMosesblessedJosephl(Deut.033:16) [ andthelvilllofliHelivholtiwellslinlthe
thornlbush’ [becauselMoseslwasliryingtolintroducelthelcharacteristicloflforbearancelintolthe
characteristicsloflJ osephlthell'zaddik solthatthelfindlhimselflfullloflgoodwillkowardshlllthe[Jewish
people,lthatthelheverlcomplainlhgainsthlJ ewishlsoul.IBecauselthisliribelwakesluplthe[judgmentsfon
Israel,lwhenltheylstraylfromthewillloflGod,hsweliindthelprophetiwarningltheJewishlpeopleland
tellinglthem(Amos,[15:6)[ lestithelhouselbf[Josephlengulflyoulinlllames.IMeaninglthatlhislcharacter
belhotltolgrowlangry,[butltolalwayshvithlgoodiwilllfor{Jews.0ThereforeMMosessaid [ andthelwilllof
Helwholdwellslinlthelthornlbush’ [meaning,mayliGodlteachlyoulthelcharacteristicloflforbearance,
astheltaughtlmelinthelthornbush.
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AndlitlwaslonlylwhenlthislcharactersticlreachednlequilibriumlinlMoses Theart,kthatlhellgrew
wholellindbecamelireadyltolredeemlthelJewishlpeople.[Thislislthelmeaningloflthelversel*Kindness
andlT'ruthlmet.”[Thellencounterlkuggestslthatltheylwerelopposedtolonelanother,[becauselAaron
waslkindnessandhelaidithelworldkhouldbelcreated,lwhileMMoseshwvasliruth,landkaidiitkhould

notlbelcreated.
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Now,whenMoseslwasforcedtolfleelfromPharaoh,litlwaskaidlf andyoulthrewl/ ruthltolthe
ground’l(Daniel,[8:12).[Andlthat’slwhenlruthlandkindnesshgreedlandlTruthlbecamelJustice.
Moseslbecamellike[lAaron,landhlsolagreedtolthelcreationloflthelworld.lThen,lwhenltheylcamelto
anlhgreement,fJusticelandPeacelkissed’.[Forlthen,Peacelhlsolkaid,fLetlthelworldbelcreated.’
SincelthelireasonlthatlPeacelhadlobjectedtolCreation,lwaslbecauselhelivouldlconstantlylhaveltolbe
mbhlhghtwithIT'ruth,andkincelhelwantsPeacelitthadltolobjectltolCreation.[ButihowlthatlT'ruthlhas
becomelJustice [JandhgreesltolthelCreation,[Peacelnollongerthashnlobjectionleither,landkolthe
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verselkays[‘JusticelandPeacelkissed.”IThelkonnectionfoflspiritandks pirit.
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Moseslbaid,F'whyldidY oullolbad P”

Nowlbnlthelkurtace,[it’slhstoundingl-lhowlcouldtherelhavelcomeloutloflthemouthloflMoses,
theselwordslhgainstlGod ’IButlthelfactlishthatMoseslovedithelJewishlpeoplelandwhenlhelheard
from(thelmouthloflthelAlmightylthatltheylwouldktilllhavetolbelinlEgyptluntillthelplaguesiwhich
wereltolhappenltolthe[Egyptianslhadlended,lhelaskedIGodsurelylY oulhavelitlinlY ourllpowerlto
redeemlthelJewishlpeoplelinstantaneously?IW hyllmustltheylbelin(Egyptlanotherltwelvellmonths,lto
watchlthelplagueslhndtolbelafraidloflthem,lashtlishwrittenl(Deut.[28:60)I'b eforeltvhichlyou
trembled.” BecauselthelfactislthatltheJewishlpeoplelwerelverylhfraidloflthelplagues.
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That’slwhylMoseslaskedIGod,andwhylGodkhowedMosesthatltherelwasllneedforlthis.[Because
thelJewishlpeoplelreallylhadhlconne ctionlwith(Egyptlaslitlisiwrittenl(Ibid.[4:34) ,I* Toltakelalhation
fromlinsidelhlhation, lLikelalfetuslthatlistbornromlinsidethemother,vholalwayslmaintamnslh
relationshiplwithlher.0ThisflsvhylthelJewishlpeoplelwerelhlsolrequiredtolgolthroughlthelprocess,
tolbeltestedlandtolbelfrightenedbylthem.
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Thislfearlisbwhatlpurifiedthentheart,JaslwelearnlinthelTalmudl(Berachotl>9a) [ Thunderlvaslonly
createdlinforderltolkstraightenloutlthellcrookednessloflthelheart.’
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AndthislisthelimeaninglofltheverselinlthelSongloflthelW ounded,(Psalm® 1:8) [ Butlyoulwill
watchlonlylwithlyourleyes,landlyoulwillseelthelrecompenseloflthelWicked’.IMeaning,[that(itlis
necessarylforlyoultolseelit,Iforlitlislthroughlwatchinglthatlyoulgolthroughlthelfearlandlthe
crookednesslbflyourlownlheartlislstraightenedforlgood.
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