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Prefacel to Chapter 5

Inl this ¢hapterlwellooklat  thel secrets_ ofl thel 12/ simplelletters,[alsol tepresentedlin thel 12 borders of
thel diagonal, as well sl thel 12 Tribes_off Israell Eachl tribel s rooted ina different’ and unique
expression of thel Simple Desire [ Inlthe previous ¢chapter wel sawhowl ¢achl of thel Tl doubleslhas two
aspects/ the hard and soft, toland fro,[good and bad, etc.[Inl this chapter, however,swelwill see how
thel 12 tribes_arel not merelyl thel manifestation ofl opposites_and alternating/ states,[but tather ofl the
continuous_expansion_ andsuffusionl ofl desires intol the[svorld [ As wel examine theml el find there
are[nolactual limits to theirf éxpansion. In the Booklof Deuteronomyt (11:29) Moses.¢commanded(the
tribes tolassembleliiponl thel twolmountains| Gerizimland Ebal/inl thel Promised Land.[ Theylwere to
beldividedlinto twol groups. Those witnessing the! blessing tol stand on Gerizim, thoselwitnessingf the
cursel tol stand on Ebal. The  teasonland hecessity! forl this ¢eremonyl was becausel thel 12 Tribes, while
tremendouslyl gifted, alsolhavel thel abilityl tol misusel theit! gifts, tol expand beyond. theirl boundaries
and.doldamage. In Talmudiclliteraturelswel heatl thelphrase, (Nedarim(11a) ¥From al negativelonelmay
deducel thel positive.” Froml the way! thel curseslarel phrased andl directed,_ onel mayl deducel what
positivelaspects_of ¢achlof thel tribes they werelaimed atl ¢éncouraging andwhich theylwere ineant to
curtail [ Wel canllearn[twhatt each tribel excelled at and wherelits genius lay. Eachl will bel éxplained in
its_place It is-swell knownl that! thel tribes swho swerelinvolvedLinl thel $ale_ off Josephlintol Egyptswere
later teincarnated_amongl thel Tana’iml of thel Mishna, off wwhom! ten| werel thel martyrs_killed by’ the
Romans/ describedlinl thelliturgy. ofl thel Y om Kippur Musafl service/ (see_prefacel to Ch.[1II] Mishna
1).[They will bel discussed atl greater lengthl inl thisl¢hapter/Itlis also_known| thatl those samel tenlsouls
werelagainl teincarnated among/ thel disciplesLofl the/ Ba’al Shem[Tov, alsolhinted atlin[this ¢chapter.
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Preface tol Mishna 1
Justas_ eachl ofl_thel letters 11 XLT1 Alef] L1 1] Meni and 11 WL Shi havel particular andindividual
characteristics, Ruach/Breath/ Watetl and Fire, and just as_ thelletters, Besh [ Gimel[ Dalet | Khaf) Peb,
Resh_and Tar havel their! characteristicsLof softness_and harshness, strengthl andl weakness,[ lifel and
death/peaceland ¢vil[ wisdomland folly, <wealthland poverty, graceland ugliness, seed and desolation,
dominionldandlslavery, soltoo, éachlof theltwelvelsimplellettersthaslits.ownlindividual ¢haracteristics.
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Mishnall
Twelve simplel letters, and they are, 111 [THV?Z[T]>"on ITICh T[T o735 TTLNS,[T1p72y 1]
AiTz”QL(Heh, Vav,/ Zayin,/ Cheth,/ Teth,/ Yod,/ Lamed,/ Nun, Samekh,/ Ayin, Tzadi and Qof")
Their elements! larel Speech, Reflection, Walking,' Sight,/ Hearing, |Action, /Coitus, Smell,
Sleep, Rage, Gulping and Laughter.
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Speech: Connected tol themonthl of Nisan'in Shana [[Time, the ¢onstellation' ofl Aires in OlanillUniverse/the tribe of
Judah,/theltightlleg in NefeshiISouldnd thelletted[lIRITHeh.
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Reflection: Connected! tol thel monthl 6f Tyatr in Shana [[Time, thel tonstellation d6f Taurus'in Olaz [MUniverse, the
tribelofl Issachar/ thelfight kidneylin NefeshISoul dnd thellettedINIIT ar.
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Walking: Connected tol thel monthl of Sivanlin Shana [1Time/ thel constellation ofl Geminilin Ol 11Universe/ the
tribelofl Zebulun [thelleftlegin NefesiISoul[dnd thelletter T[T Zayin.
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Seeing: Connected. to thelmonthlof Tamuzlin Shana [[Time/thel ¢constellation ofl Cancetlin OlaniIUniverse, theltribe
oftReuben, thelright hand in NefeshTSoul/and thelletted TR Chez.
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Hearing: Connected to thelmonth 6ff Aviin Shana [ITime/ the tonstellation ofl Leolin OlanIUniverse/ the tribelof
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Simeon/thelleftkidney in NefesAISoul, and the letter Tl Tez.
T DY EDY3 SHNE T 121,72 BIED 0003 X - MH £ L swym .7

Action:[Connected to themonthl ofl Elulin Shana [ITime, thel constellation of Virgolin OlanlUniverse, theltribelof
Gad/ thelleft handin NefeshISoul)and thelletted T Yod.
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Coitus: Connected to theLmonth 6f Tishreilin Shana [[Time[thel¢onstellation ofl Libralin O/amilUniverse, the tribe
of Ephraim,[thel gall bladderin NefeshTSouland thelletted 1[I amed.
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Smell:l Connected tol the. monthl 6fl Cheshvanlin Shana (ITime/ thel ¢onstellation of Scorpiolin OlaniIUniverse, the
tribelofl Menashe thel stomachlin Nefes/ISoul[and theletter 3T Nus.
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Sleep: Connected. tol the. monthl of Kislevlin Shana [ITime /[ thel constellation bfl Sagittariuslin Olan [IUniverse/ the
tribelof Benjamin/ thelmawtin NefeshISoulfand thelletter [0S amekh.
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Rage: Connected to thelmonthlof Tevetin Shana [[Time, thel¢onstellation of Capricorn'in OlanllUniverse/theltribe
oft Dan/ thellivedin Nefes/lSoul,/dnd thelletter WL yin.
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Gulping: Connected to the monthl ofl Sh'vat in Shana [[Time, thel ¢constellationl 6fl Aquarius’in OlanIUniverse/ the
tribelofl Asher/ thelintestinelin Nefes/ISoul/and the letted T8 T zads.
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Laughter: Connected tol the.month off Adattin Shana [ITime, thel¢constellation  of Pisceslin Olaz1Universe, the tribe
ofi Naftali/thel spleenlin NefeshISoul dnd thelletted[pIQ0f.
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Preface to Mishna 2
Inlthis/Mishnal the! twelvel pentagonal faces ofl the.dodecahedronlareldiscussed in’ thel context ofl the
twelvelsimplelletters. In'Mishna 12/ of thel first ¢chapteriwellearned how! God tookl threel o f thel twelve
simplelletters_ and! fixed themlintol His greatt Name 1%Ll Yod[ Heh and Vav[and then used thel six
permutationsl ofl thosel threel letter tol seal thel sixl directions. Thel six_ direction represent. thel six
Sephirotlof Hesed [l Lovingkindness, Gevurah IIMight, Tifferet [1Glory, Netzacl1IVictoryland Hod 1]
Beauty,and ¢comprise thel CubeYvhichlhas[six! flati sides.

=

Thel lcubehas_twelveledges, knownlin Hebrew! fas, Lines_ Of [Thel Diagonal/ Imagine anl arrow
pointing away from/thel¢enter of thel¢ube/passing through! thel ¢center of ¢achlof thel twelve edges.

Twelve Lines Of The Diagonal
LY

I
|| T

Thel tesulting (Platonic) solid built_ around thel ends_ofl thel arrowsl that' beganl at' thel centerl ofl the
cubelis called thel dodecahedron.[ It tepresents_thel outwardly expanding globelofl thel Universeland
thelévolution  of the Twelve Tribes of Israel.

Now,_each_ of thel faces_bfl thel dodecahedronl has! fivel edges, andlis_ adjacent tol five other faces.
These fivel aspectslcorrespond. tol thel fivel phoneticl families, guttural palatal| lingual| dental and
labial outlined in thelsecond ¢hapter (Mishnal 3).[ Thesel 12/ simplelletters'belong inl different families,
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(IRl Chet T HeM and T Ayén are guttural P11 Yod and TR Qof arel palatal [T Tez 91T Laned
and I Nur arellingual [ Zayin [0l Samekh and 111 T7ad: are dental (TN a2t s Tabial.
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Mishna 2
Twelvel Diagonal Lines| split_ intol six| sets dividing betweenl direction andl direction. The
east_southern_ | boundary, | east_ upper. | boundary, | east. bottom] boundary, | west_ northern
boundary, | west upper ] boundary,.| west bottom.| boundary, | northl eastern | boundary,
north  upper_|boundary, Inorth[ bottom! | boundary, | south. western ' boundary, |south_ upper
boundary, south. bottomboundary.
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Sixlsets: From Whateverianglel theldodecahedronis observed, sixl of its planes ¢an bel seen. Onel¢annot see just five,
ofi seeld seventh/Everyfaceldlso'has al diametric opposite, tnakingf six sets.
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Betweenldirection and direction: Il [11R#ach tmay belinderstood tol mean desire, as wasldiscussedlabove, (Ch.
1/ Mishna 8) then  dutl Mishna  tay! belunderstood to meanl that therelarel $ixl setsldividing| desirel from desire.
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Mishnal3
Twelvel simple letters, twelve and hot thirteen, twelvel and not eleven. Carved them, hewed
them, |combined.] them, |weighed.] them, Isubstituted |theml |and_|fashioned |withl]them,
constellations, tnonths[and directors.
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Twelve and hot thirteen: Ilmight havelthought that Wwhenl thelyeatislcalculatedlas'd leap yeatwith 13[months/ there
would beld ficed forf anothet constellation.
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Twelveland not eleven: I might havel thought that withl thel tribel 6f Levil not having 4 correspondent monthl there
should onlyibel11lconstellations.
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Mishnal4
Twelvelsimplelletters, carved them, hewed them, combined them, and fashioned with' them,
twelvel | constellations[|[1] Aires, | Taurus, | Gemini, | Cancer, ] Leo, ] Virgo, | Libra, | Scorpio,
Sagittarius, (Capricorn, Aquarius_and_ Pisces._ These  arel the twelvel months, Nisan, lyar,
Sivan,/ Tamuz, Av, Elul) Tishrei] Cheshvan, Kislev, Tevet, Sh’vat, Adar.[ Thesel arel thel ten
directors_in the Nefesh[[Soul, Two Hands, TwolLegs, Twol Kidneys, Liver, Gall Bladder,
Stomach, Maw, Intestineland Spleen.
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Preface tolMishnal 5

Thelbook, Mei Hashiloach (N ol 11 Deut. Ki Tavo) reads thelverse, (Deut!27:16) %“Cursed is_he who
dishonors_his_ fatherl and mother, T as_referring to thel Tribel bf Judah.[ FFather and mother are
metaphors_hintingf at_ thel twol 8ephirot of Chokhmd I1Wisdomland Binall[lUnderstanding, but the
tribel ofl Judahl don’tl pay attentionl tol what is_wisel ot understandable. Now, iwhenl theirl actions
happen! tol ¢coincideltwith thel will off Godlall is_well and good.[ This is what! Kingl David tmeant swhen
hel said, (Psalm[ 27:10)_*For thoughl myl fatherl and mother! abandon me, God will_gatherl ime.”
Meaningj althoughl according to Chokhma I1NWisdomland Bina/i 11Understanding Il was/lost, God
forbid/ asiswel teadlinl thel Midrash,[ (Tanchumal Tl Thisa) It isl3written,[ (Psalml B:3)[ " Manyt sayl ofl my
soul[ Therelis_holsalvation for himlin God. Selah.”[David $aid | S‘But You, O Master_ of thetvorld,
Youlagreed with/ themlin[ Y ourl Torah[when[Youl said, (Lev.[20:10)[9“The adulterer and theladulteress
shall surely bel put toldeath.” (Psalm( 3:4) “But. Y ou, O.God/arel4 shield about'me, my honor,and
thel Onelwhollifts_my_head.” AL shieldl about. me,in’ thel merit_ ofl my' ancestors..\My honor,TYou
havel restored mel tol thel throneland my kingdom. " Whollifts_my' head, for Il deserved a head lifting
(decapitation), and Y oulgavelmelaldeferment of mylhead throughl theldffices.of Nathanl the/Prophet,
whol said, (II Samuel 12:13) ‘And Nathanl said. tol David, '"God alsol hasl taken away! youtl in; you
shall hot! die.” Nevertheless, thel portion of Judah!is'beyond all generalities_and( tules_ofl the Torah.
That’s whylitlis_ solimportant. for him[ tol avoidl tising his talents_tol dolanything against’ thelswill of
God/and thenlit'islgood.”
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Inlmylopinion[what! this_ ineanslis that! thelsource ofl Judah’s_soul comes’ to himl from!that aspect of
thel divine[3whichl always longsl for thelend off thel storylwhichlis alreadyl hidden twithin' thelopening
chapter thel finalel alreadyl present. in thel briginal thought./'That aspect_of Malkhut [[Sovereignty
whichlis insertedinto Kezet[llCrown (Ch/1.[Mishna 4)./Theylarelabovelsuch concepts_as the/Depths
oft Good and Evilllli.e. ChokhmallWisdom, (ibid. Mishnal 5) and[Depths_ofl Height and[Belowt[i.e.
Binah [IUnderstanding thelaspect of Toland Frollllalternating ¢urrent, (ibid [Mishnal6). Judah swvas[so
removed from[personal biases, from propensitiesand proclivities, at' the level off (Psalm[109:22) 1My
heart! isLa_ hollow! within[ me.”’Judah[3wvas_entirelyl teady! tol surrender tol God/ to be vanquished and
seduced, at thellevel of] (Eccl 10:1)[1'More_ precious_thanlwisdomland honor, allittlel folly.” Sollong
as_the follylis.onlylwherel thelwill of God tequiresiit. At times it causes Judahltolforget entirely’about
ChokbmallNWisdomland BinahlUnderstanding] tol disparage’ theltvisel and sagacious That’s[vhyl the
verse warns TCursedlis is hel wholdishonors his fathetf and thother.”
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Mishnal5
Enthroned the letter [ 177 [] Heh inl speech and tied it al crown, combiningl them/ with one

another and forming Aires in Olam [[World, Nisan/ in Shana [lYear and the right/ leg in
Nefeshl[Soul of nale[and female.
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Speech: Thisl refer tol R Shimon b. Gamliel, as_we_ read in thel book, Sefer ILikutind (1 ayesher 37)*Judahl was
reincarnated in R Shimon/b.Gamliel wholwasldldescendent of the[ Tribelof Judah.
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Preface tolMishnal 6

The book, Mei Hashiloach (V ol 11 Deut. Ki Tavo) reads thelverse, (Deut!27:17) Cursed is_he who
moves_his_heighbor's'boundarylmark,as teferring tol the Tribel ofl Issachar.[Issachari was compared
tol donkey or assLofl burden, aslswel teadl inl thel Zohar[ (Vol 1. Vayechi 242a) ‘Anl ass'is loaded twith
burden.” Butlhel may usel tremendousl_capacityt for service tol trespass_iponand absorblivhat teally
belongslwithinl thelboundaries of his neighbor. For thel Hebrew namelllNowwsLl Yissachart l1ssachar
mayl be tead as 190w WLl Yes/ Sachar Il There Exists. Profit, because hel canl alwaysl find 4l svay' of
turning| 4 profit. But_ how! does bnel profit ifl hot byl bringing thingsl from’ outside! intol ones own
domain? Andlit'is' solwwith[all sorts o fl service and worship, ¢.g.[Sabbathl ObservanceIfla personluises
thel recuperativel powers_ofl thel Sabbath tol dola Mizzvall 11Good Deed, thenl his resting onl the
Sabbathliwas a Mitzvahl IIGood Deed.[ Butl ifl hel uses_ it it forl thel opposite, God forbid, thenl the
oppositelis_true/Similarly, wwith[all permissiblelthings, ¢.g/ ¢ating and other physical pleasures, they all
require_ thel following ¢larification; whatl does thel personswwholenjoyed thel pleasurel then do with  the
energy. thel pleasurel gave him?L If subsequently_hel does Mizzvall 11 Good Deed, then swel sayl helis
enlarging thelboundary! further toléncompassthis newt acquisitions. That isvhylitl s important to be
careful hotl push thel boundarylswherel it twill damage_ his heighbor.[This isLalsol thel meaning of the
verse/ (Prov/ 8:21)w> »amx 2man% 111 Hanchil Ohavai Yesh TThat T May! Bequeath Tol Myl Lovers
Existence. Thelsvord[wsllYeshlllExistence hintsLat[[Mow wolllYesA S acharIThere Exists Profit.
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Inlmylopinion/what! thisimeanslis_ that_ thelsourcel ofl Issachar’s_soul ¢comes_ tolhim! from[ that aspect
of_thel divinel whichl longss_ forl newt Torah; to_explorel hew ways_of worshipping, pathshitherto
untrodden/ JAs Iwellread, | (Il Chron.]12:33)[“Of I thel Isons_lofl | Issachar, 'knowledgeablel ] with
understanding of times, $0l as/ tol knowl Wwhat! Israel $hould do.”T Issachat’s_geniusl was always T1wIr®
WL L Chadesh_Cho dashiniIRenewl Months; tol knowt éxactlythowl to_managel hewness, fixing the
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(Genl[49:14) FIssacharlisldllargel boned dss, ¢ouchingf down between thelhurdles.” R [Elazar asked, TsIssacharf andss?
Iffit tefersltolhis prowesslin Torahl $tudy why not ¢all him a horse,a lion ot aleopard,<vhy anlass? They answered,
‘Because anass_lisl ready to carryl thel burden without tryingl tol kicklits_master unlikelother beasts It has no
haughtiness_and does hot tequirelspecial conditionslin’its stable. So/ too/ Issacharl in hiswork[swith Torahl hel wvas
always teadyltol carrylthelburden, helhever kicked dbut att God, helhad nolhaughtinesslike an ass which'demands ho
special ¢onsideration. His concernlwas always for hisimaster’sthonor.[Crouching/between the hurdles, as it Is written
among] theltequisites forl acquiring Torah' Wisdom,[ (Mishna Avot. 6:4)_Sleeplonl thel floor,livela life  of pain and toil
alwayslin the Torah.”(Zohar Vol.[1./242a)
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calendar proclaiming thel new moon. Il loncel heard ‘a istoryl about thel rebbe, Rebl Nochum! of
Chernobyl andlhis first visitl tol thel Ba’al Shem[ Tov.[ Helarrived at the[ Ba’al Shem[T'ov’sthome on
Friday, thel eve ofl thel Sabbath.[Now, already. thel previouslnight' thel Ba’al Shemhad[ toldlhis wifel to
expect al guestl for thel Sabbath.[ And helsvarned her to keeplal closeleye out for the. man, ‘He’s a
majot thief, Theltold her[ ¥He’ll takel anything hel canl layl his'hands on [ ifl you watch'himl[ ¢arefully.”
Whenl ReblINochuml arrived atl thel house helwwasl teceived withlhonot and shownl tol his toom [Wwhile
preparations_forl thel Sabbathl went ahead [ Thel tebbetzinl camelbefore hetlhusband, the[Ba’al Shem
withlal ¢complaint.*You told me, Tshel$aid [FThatlour guestl isldl thief, but I see helis alholylman [ Why
dolyou have thesel suspicionsiabout him?” Thel Ba’al teplied, S“That’s_exactly what' Il mean.[have you
seen_howl hel acts?. AL manl as'holy as_ that! could. grabl all thel virtuelin’ thislsvorld and thel hext, not
leaving al scrapl forl anyonel elsel” Thel storyl explains. a_ difficultylin thel famous Talmudic description
of Moseslascent tol Mount Binai (Menachothl 29b).[ 1R Y ehudal $aid, fWhen Moses_went tiplipon
high' helfound Godltying ¢rowns_for thelletters Jofl the Torah]|.[Hel said, Masterl of thelworld/who’s
constraining’ your hand? . God teplied, Al man will bel coming afterl many’ generations [T Akibal b.
Josephlis_his namel llwholswill bel iising’ eachl of’ thelletter points_tol derivelmounds and. moundsLof
laws.”” In thelbook, Shaar Hagilgnlini (Preface 38)  Afterwards.whenl[Jacob] gavelbirth tolIssachar he
bequeathed himl thatl portion 6fl Good helhadl takenl from[ Esau, whichl twas thel portion ofl Good
belonging/ to Cain.[This_explains the mystery_ofl thel versel (Gen.30:16)_9And helslept with  her! that
night.”I(Thel text says, X7 19°9211 Balaild Hn [TA{ Night Him. Tt does hot say, 11Xy 119°22([1 Balaila
HaHu [IThat! Night.) Thel text isLemphasizing/[[that it swas_Jacob_himself_ coupling{twith' Leah, Jacob
wholas hamed 11apyllJacoblfor the [/apy [[Heel 6f Esau he wasl grasping inl his hand from( the
moment_ofl his birth.[That portion taken| froml Esau swas_ swhat hel gave to Leahl that hight! in the
mysteryLof Ziug [ICoupling [ It was_ froml therel that Issachar swas born. Tislis_ thel meaning of the
teaching inl the Midrash_ HalNe elani 6n Ruth, that it swas_ froml Issacharl thatt RLAkiba descended. For
helwas thelheelmentionedlabove.” ~ What thisimeans/is that R.LAkiba’s[genius/was_alsollike thatl of
Issachar mentioned abovellowytn wIn L 'Chadesh Chi’dushini1lnvent Novelae S0l great was his
powerl that hel evenltookl partsLof thel Torahl meant fort Moses,in[ (Job[28:10)_“All that preciousness
whichlhis_eyes havel seen.” All that! temained fort Moses 3vas_the, Silence!Txvhich' God.¢ommanded
him' tolhold.[This is teminiscent 6f thel Ba’al Shem Tovi story. R.[Akibal alsol moved the boundaries
of_hisl neighbor, in this case, God’s_boundaries, las_ the Talmud describes,” Moses_asked, *“Who
constrains_ Your’Tand as Rashi therel explains, Moses_swas_asking God, fWholis_ forcing Y ou against
Yourlwill’TRabbi Akibal took his_ powert froml thel soul of Issachar, that’s.svherelhislsoul tookl toot.
Andithat' is_why Issachat! wwasl warned Jagainstl transgressing’ thel command not tol imovellone’s
neighbors_boundaries. Inl addition, withl swhat! was saidl above, in[ thel prefacel tol Ch.[ 111 el can
explainthowlitl.¢amelabout that Issachari was_ thelonelsvhol proposed thelideal tol diplJoseph’s_¢coatlin
thelblood of al goat,[as/itlis written, (Gen, 37:31)[¥They took thel coat of Joseph, slaughtered a young
goatland dipped_ thel ¢coat in/ theblood.” Issachar was latetr! tol be  reincarnated as'R._Akiba[and it ¥was
precisely. RI/Akiba wholunderstood! that it Wwas_ precisely’ thel tight moment to involve. Godlin! their
conspiracies’ byt slaughtering/ ithel goat. Tol givel thel moonlan opening tol complainl about being
diminished, aswas ¢xplained above,sol that god might say, Bringfanlatonement forl Me, Tteferring to
thelgoat sinl offering/ for which, aslit'were[ God s thel dbwner.
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Seelabove, Ch/Ilpreface to Mishna 6.
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Seelthelbook, Sha'ar- Hap'sukini (1 ayetze) “Nowtlet nis éxplainl thelmattet 0f Issachar[ Thelduestionlisasked, whyldoes
theltexd $ay Helslept with'her X377 119°22([1Balaild Hu [TAE Night Him/why! does it ot $ay, 11XV 7292l Balaild HaHu
[IThat Night!Thelmatter is thus.In thel Midrash' HaNe’elaml onl thel Megillal of Ruthl (Ruth 29b)lconcerning R.[Akiba
and Issachar, swel arel told that Issachatl clothed himselfl And becamel thel pregnancyl teincarnating intol thel physical
bodytoflR.[Akiba Aslisiwell known/all the[Ten Tribesiwerelteincarnated intolthel Ten Martyrs toldtone fort thelselling
ofJoseph.This ¢xplains thelquotelin thel text elucidating thelnamellMow WY esH SachatIThereIs Profit. Meaning 1]
WLl Yesh [IThere Isi Now,[ 110w Sachar ITProfit, later[Becausel Issachat ivas[latetl incarnated intol the bodyLof R.
Akiba/ and that’s_when he  merited his accessionlto ChokhmallWisdom alsolcalled The Thought, alsol¢alled Yes/ 1]
Existence/in thelmystery of “Thus it aroselin  the[ Thought.” Know, all theltribes are branches off thesoul bf Jacob,
except forlIssachartwholis[Jacoblin person/ the physical teincarnationlof Jacob/ as it were, hot dbne of his branches or
offspring [ That islwhy Tx2 pllIAkiba and[[Tapy [llJacoblsharel the samelletters, because it islalmost as thoughlhelis
Jacob himselfl teincarnated andl teclothed. This is whyl thel Versel $ays Hel slept with'her X177 719222(1 Balaild Hu [TAt
Night Him, and hot/TIX377 79922(1 Balaild HaHu [TThat Night, T teaching[ i’ Something about thel coupling; that the
Jacoblsleeping{twith[ Teah[helis actuallylhim swho svas born grasping{ Esau’s_heel, helinl thel coupling and lying with
Leahlputs_ that Very samelSoullinto'her [ This also éxplains Issachar’s_¢haracterl and howlhel ¢ame to thelmost diligent
ofl thel tribeslinl theitl dedicationl tol studying Torah[ For helis Jacob3vholis alsol knownl as the/ Written[ Torah, the
absolutelphysical ¢enter ofl ¢verythingland éverywhere/Wwhencelthe twelvellines ofl the diagonal spreadloutward, as s
wellknown[Thelteason R Akibalwaslanignoramus-hntillthe agelofl fortyl yearslisbecause hel represented theldroplof
semenwhich[Josephlpilled involuntarilyl in his_strugglel withl Potiphar’s-Wife, that camel outl from[in between his
fingernails,[as isimentionedlinthe Tikunind (Tikun 70) R Akiba hsed tolsay, SWhile 1 was an'ignoramus, if sSomeone
had shownlme al $cholar 1 ¥would have bitten him(like an ass.TBecausel the Torahl $cholat tepresents_the Oral Torah,
thelexact opposite ofl the WrittenTorah[thatt Akiba fepresented at that time.”
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Seelabove, ChII1[preface foMishna 6.

Sefer Yetzira& Commentary © 2007 J. Hershy Worch. Published by the WWW.OPENY ESHIVA.COM (page 12)


http://WWW.OPENYESHIVA.COM

Y EsolRT orplhmyThee

DNEY ENEN 13 LIDEE 1IN 27990 H3 (DWHBN PUE3 D) Sf MEIDE 3501 W N3 N30 10P) N3) »eD
B3 9EDH ("3 PIDE IDPD) MO IMINE DN G153 . DY N33 PEN IO 3IDD 1D DN L3
DL WHEN GOV PXDD DO PN (B"S 1D PEHI3) HID MPHED B3 GO PNPD N3LY 5P HIED ILLE INL
D95 DPREY DPEDL P3D HIPD 139 HPNTY ,HIPD 1393 200> HIDL OIEN 1> H3 "N T3 PP DH W3IDN DY
,'10Y YPODNE WY DIPS 13D D3 P DD PNPD PP 17D HPMT DD ML PBME3 DELN DH3 D IMP I8

2WD3 HIPY P HID ND13OE 1" ML N3

Mishnal6
Enthroned thelletter 11! Vav inl reflection andl tied it a crown, combining! them! with one
another and forming Tauruslin Olam[[World, Iyarin Shana[lYear and theltight kidney'in
Nefeshl[Soul of naleland female.
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Seelabove,[ (Ch.II/ prefacel tol Mishnal 6.) Wwherelit is' ¢xplained thel the Tagin [ICrowns. that R Akibal inhis wisdom
invented, trespassed upon! thelboundaries/ds it were, of God/dgainst Hislwill [ forcingf God tolmake toom and[vacate
spacelforf them. This éxplains MosesTquestion, Wholis ¢onstrainingl You, dgainst yourlwill”’
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Reflection: Thislis thellevel of R.[Akibaas wasl é¢xplained.
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PrefaceltolMishna 7

Thelbook, Mei Hashiloach (VN ol 11 Deut. Ki Tavo) reads thelverse, (Deut!27:23) “Cursed is_he who
lies.with'hisimothert inllaw, T as teferring tol thel Tribel of Zebulun.[Wifelis'a metaphot! forl fear, andlit
wasl beyond fearl that Nadavi andl Abihulswent/ Out ofl theitl tremendous/lovel fort God theylhanded
over their lives_ to God, as_hasl beenl explained, (Mei Hashiloach N ol 1. Shemini) and this is iwhat! is
knownl as' mother inl law, higher! than (Prov.[31:30)L1‘Alswvomanl whol fears_ofl God.” Thel Tribel of
Zebulunlhad quicknesslinlhisl tesponses_andlactions, and thel western' boundaryl of his territoryl was
thelseashore/whichlalsolhints at tapidity [ That’s why helneeded tol takel special carel tol guard himself
against this.
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In my opinionlwhat! thisimeanslis that! thel sourcel of Zebulun’s soul comes_to himl from| that aspect
of_thel divinel whichl longs_ for simplel faith’ andl trust, attributes_which! transcend alltypesloff fear,
transcending naturelitself, as’it is written, (Psalm57:3) “Ilwill_ call iponl God [ thel most high, TolGod
wholaccomplishes all things fotl me.” Wil ¢all iponl i ioX 1 Elohi"m IGodlinl the  aspect of Pachad
[TFear. The Most High, TR E/MGod in thelaspect bf Hesed MLovingkindness who! finishes things
I'begin [ Inl thel Palestinian' Talmudl (Ketubot! 4a) twel tead, “R.LAbin $aid, I twill_call uponl God, the
mosthigh [ TolGod wholaccomplisheslall things  for tne.LALgirl| threelyears oflageland oneldaylwho
had her virginity taken, and Beth!Dinl $ubsequently.decided iponla leaplyear ¢ausing her birthday to
belsetbacklanotherimonth [herhymenlisidestored.[if ot herthymenlisnot testored.TInl the Talmud,
(Nidah[14a) el tead, fThus wellearned, ¢ameleers_ arelall wicked, sailorslarel all saints.” Thel tribelof
Zebulun werel knownl asl sailors | as_wel tead in thel Talmud, (Pesachim 4a) fHel whol twalked around
saying, ¥Onl thel seashorel granaries_ arel palaces,wasl discovered tolbel descended from[ thel Tribelof
Zebulun, as it is3written (Gen/ 49:13)_¥Zebulun_ onl thel seashorel dwells.”_Again [ in the/ Palestinian
Talmud/ (Sukkahl 22b)3wel read, R Y ochanan went uplandl preached, fJonahl b.l Amitai svas_ofl the
Tribelofl Zebulun.TBecausel the! faith held byl thel Tribel ofl Zebulunltwasl so powerful, at thellevel of
thelverse/ (Psalm107:23)[1“Thoseswvhol gol down! to_ thel $ea inl ships, wholsvorklin’ thel great twaters,
theylseel thel lworks ofl IGod.IAs it is_written,[ (Deut.[133:19)“They_will_be nourished by the
abundance froml thel $eas.”/Andl because V.ebulunl had somuchl faithl andl trust in[{God [ he[ hever
allowed any fear tol prevent him/ from(llgoing ahead with his plans. Hel paid nolattentionl to thelvoice
of ¢aution, thereforel the verse cautionsthim [FCursedlisthelsvholsleepsiwith hisimother in law.”
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Mishnal7
Enthroned thelletter [ 11| Zayin in walking' and tied it a crown, combining’ theml Wwith/ one
another and forming Gemini in Olam [1World, Sivanlin Shana [[Year and thelleft leg in
Nefeshl[Soul of maleland female.
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Walking: This isl thel level 6fl R Yehuda b Bava/ bnel ofl thel ten martyrs[as isl stated in thel book, Sefert Halikutin
(Vayesher 37)[FZebulun/wasl teincarnatedin R [Yehudahb.Bava.”
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Preface to Mishna 8
The book, Mei Hashiloach (V ol 11 Deut. Ki Tavo) reads thelverse, (Deut!27:23) ¥“Cursed is_he who
lies.with his father’slwife, T as teferring tol thel Tribel 6f Reuben[because thel firstborn masquerades_as
thel father! most naturally Hel ¢anl act like his father in’ mannerismsl that' don’t actually! fitthim.[This is
what is'meanti bel sleeping{ with his father’s wife.
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Inlmyt opinionlwhat thislmeansis that thel source_of Reuben’slsoul ¢comes to himl from! that aspect of
theldivinewhich/longs/ fori solitudeland isolation, tolswalk inlhis father’s footsteps, tolbelof thoselwwho
‘dwelllin’ thel tent. T As it isswritten, (Gen.[B2:1)[Jacob twalkedlhis_ownl path.”Lit 15 similarlyl twritten,
(ibid.[30:14)“Reubenlwalked inl thel days_off thelwheat harvest.” And just as Jacoblmisled his  father,
utilizingf thel clothing{ 6f Esau,[so,[Reuben misled his father withl Joseph’s_.clothing.[ As tvel tead inthe
commentary_tol_ithel [Torah, Ha amek Davar (Num./ 10:18) Thel flagl journeyed,  Theyt Jprepared
themselves, ¢éachl personl tolhisl flag. They all followed. thel flagl 0fl thel Childrenl 6f Judah[ Now! ifl <ve
lookl ¢loselylat thel text we find that éachl ofl thel tribeslisthamed Children  of] except forl thel tribelof
Reuben/wholare simplyt called thel Camplof Reuben./Nothinginl the[T'orahlisldrbitrary. It Seems_that
it wasl froml herel that' thel sages_ derivedthel teaching thatl thel 250_men wholjoined thel tebellion
organized byl Korachlin his argument withl Moses erel the Princelof the Tribel 6f Reuben [ Elizuti b.
Shedeur and his ¢olleagues. Theirlargument hadlits tootsin highest piety,[inlike.Datan and Abiram,
(alsolof thel Tribe ofl Reuben)as wel explained previously. But tather,because they had d tendencyt to
chooselsolitudel and isolation as|_theitl pathl tol closeness_with' God.[Thislsvasl 4l trait ofl Reuben, to
isolatelhimselfl from[ his brothers, tolimmerse himselflin[ piety,las_may belinderstood from[ thel text,
(Gen[37:29)%And Reubenl teturned tol thel pit.” That’s.swhy! it is said by way o f hintl andlsuggestion
that! thel Tribel bfft Reubenl werel hotl like children, ratherl theyl resembled Reubenl himself inl their
mannerisms and habits.’ It )islJ al lwell lknownl] teaching | that' |Reubenl]sonl]ofl | Jacobllwas
reincarnated in[R.[Eliezer thel Great/wholalsol showed aspects.of thel same! trait. Unfortunately it was
not used properly and helénded ipldying/in Chererz[IExcommunication. That’siwhylthe Torahwarns
Reuben [ ¥Cursed is hel whollieswithl hisl fathet’s Wwife.”
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Mishna/8
Enthroned thelletter [ In[]] Cheth inl seeing and tied it a crown, combining theml withl one
another and forming/ Cancer in Olam[[World, Tamuz/in Shana(llYear and the right’hand in
Nefeshl[Soul of maleland female.
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Seeing: Thislis thellevel ofl R Eliezer, as3wel readlin thel book, Sefer Halikutind (1 ayeshev 37)SConcerningl the Ten
Martyrs,aslistknown, they werelthe/ Ten Tribes[ Welought tolknowlwholwasl teincarnated in wwhom/[What myl teacher
taught melis'as follows! Let iis begin with Reuben who said/ “Throwlhimlinto thel pit.” Reuben did ot acquiesce  to
killing{Joseph, honetheless helwas punished  Helwas teincarnated in R [Eliezer thel Great wholwas gripped by heresy,
and waslnot martyred as werel thel others. God treated with himl measure forl measure. Hel said, Throwl him into the
pit) (withl $nakes)Tand, as is-well known/ thel snakel contains the secret 6f heresyReubenl caused thel aspect! ofl that
snakel oflheresyltolawaken [ thereforelhelwas trappedinto heresy [With! thiswel maylunderstandlthel tabbinic dictum,/it
isbwritten,[ (Deut/ 23:6)[9“Mayl Reubenl livel and hot die,” Onkelos_translates it as ‘May Reubenl livel forevet in the
wortld,landnot dield second death.TWherevet thel TorahlSays linmy nyallMofd Yumat IDeathl He Must Die, theldouble
expression suggests_deathinl this-world and deathlin thel world to_come. Thel first TinmllIMoAIDeath i dictated by
thelsin/But whenldsoul tequires teincarnationlin order tol die d second! timelds an dtonement forl thel din,in 4 peculiar
andunusual manner/ it islal teferencel tol thel second half ofl thel expression [InNm 11 YumatlHe Must Die, teaning/in
thelworld tol come God protect tis. Thelsvorld tol come, then means. thel world tol3vhichl hel will bel tompelled to
return/But Reubenwhose Kavvandllntentwas good was not sentenced tol death like thel other tribes/ Still because he
said[ fThrow him,” he[was $snatched byl death. But hel¥vas_hot killed like thel others. This s thel meaning ofl Jacob’s
expression MaylReuben liveland notl die. Alsolinderstand, R Eliezerlwas_ ¢ursed by his colleagues, andlhelxwas! the
Princel ofl thel Tribelofl Reuben. Reuben was_also_cursed bythis brothers after judging him 6ver thelaffair with Bilha,
(Genl35:22) intill sparkslofl prophecy! flashed throughl themland' theyl tealised that he was/innocent. Thel teason helis
known 4§ R [Eliezet thel Great i because helis Reuben wholwas thel firstborn.’
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PrefaceltolMishna 9

Therel isLhol cursel corresponding tol thel Tribel off Simeon becausel Simeonlis_ concealed twithin' the

mysterylof Malkhut [[Sovereignty They swerel hot given an’ autonomous terrritorylin thel Landl of
Israel/ buti werel absorbed twithin thel territory ofl Judah, as Jacoblhad predicted, (Gen.[49:7) I will

dividel them amongf Jacob/ spread themlinl Israel.”TAs it is written, {Jos.[19:1)[¥Tol the[ Tribel ofl the

SonsLof Simeonlaccording tol their families/ theirl inheritancelwas among thel inheritance of thel Sons

of Judah.”This hints tol thel mystery of R.LAkiba swholtvas_ descended fromlconverts,at thellevel of
MalkbutllSovereignty, aslwaslexplained above, (Ch. 111 preface tol Mishnal 1) inl thel mystery ofl the

reincarnation of Zimri b.[Salul and the[ 24,000_menofl thel TribeLofl Simeon swwhol perished over! the

affairl ofl Peor,l (Num.[25) Because Malkhut 1l Sovereigntyl has hiddenl depths, an’ immanencel hot

apparent to thel ¢yelof thelrational mind/at thellevel of (Menachot 29b) ¥Silence! It aroselthuslin/the

Thought beforel Me,” Meaning, itl is_higher, sol tol speak, than' God’s_ Thought, at thellevel ofl the

Simplel Desire, uponlvhichl bnel may hot reflect._As wel tead in thel book, Mei Hashiloach/ (Vol. 1.

Deut. 1’304 Habracha) SSimeonl onl the other hand jumped intol thel dubious acti saying, “God forbid

that! I should judgel myselfl as_ a2 commonl sexual deviant.” Hel married hisl sisterl Dinahland! thus

entered upon! thel pathl requiringl 4l processLof testing,[ sorting’ andl assaying. Helxwvasl $ure. God wwould

clarifythislact fort thelgood, that his intentionlis for thelsakelof heaven. It was becausel of this[that the

tribeLofl Simeon had to golthroughld process.of testing and assaying inl theselmatters, asl¥we find with

Zimri/princelof the tribelof Simeon [wholalsolsaid the samel thing that'hislintentionlislpurely for the

sakelof heaven, asiwaslexplained below! (Num. Ba/zk) [Andlinl thel futurelsvhenl thelprocess will have

ended landl thel assaying! lis_ ldonel it will bel found that Simeon’s_holiness_islgreater than T.evi.’

Similarly, el tead in' the Mei Hashiloach, (Vold. Ex. Tetzaveh) (Ex.28:17) %Y oulshall mount onlit four
rows_of stones; thel first towl shall bel al towl ol tuby/ topaz and ¢merald.[IlTopaz correspondsltolthe

TribeLof Simeon,because the Tribe of Simeonl teaches_ unmatchedl depthsinl theirl study ofl Torah.

Beforel they lcanl integratel it intol theitl practise, however, they requirel tremendous_amountslof
clarificationland polishing. So,R.[Shimonlbarl Y ochai[since helwas ofl thel tribelof Simeon, aslis well

known, hel hadwwithin him[ Torahl as_deeplas_that_ ofl Moses.This_is_ what! thel geml stone /173700 L]
Pit' da T opazlhints at/ Itthas thelletters 1378l P He/l IMouth [ whilel thelletters 70 Tezh Dalet
precedel thelletters! 17”11 Yod He/linl thel Namel of God,whichlpoints_tol thel greatness_ofl theldepths

of ChokhmallWisdoml found.inlthis tribe/whol¢ould hot simplyléxpress the.Holy Nameland bringfit
intoltheirimouths.T]  In[myl bpinionl thel source of greatness_and the mysteryl bfl Simeon’sLsoul

comesl_tolhiml from| that aspect_ofl thel divine longing rooted in"him.[As swvel tead in’ thelbook, Me:
Hashiloach (Voll 1. Likutei Shas Berachot 7Tb)[JR.LY osi sayslin[ the. hamel off R..Shimon[ batl Yochai,

“Greaterl is beingf ofl servicel tol the Torahl thanl studying Torah.” Forltwel findlislis[written, (111 Kings

3:11)“Herelis Elisha whol poured water overl thelhands of Elijah.” Not that'hel studied Torah from

Elijah [but that'helwas[of servicel tolhim [ From here wellearnl that/itlis greater tol be of service tol the

Torah,[ etc..What! thismeans_is_ that  thellonging’ andl thel prayersla person pours_intoleverylact of
worshiplbeforeldoing/ it/ inl the hope ofl succeeding i greater! than thelact itself. This is thelmeaning
of thelverse[ Wholpoured water over thelhands of Elijah, Tieaning, that Elisha iised ol prayltolGod

for Elijah’s success.. Andl this_is_ whyl thel servicel is_preater thanl thel act bfl learning becausel the

learning| is_ restricted_andl finite, swhilel thel longing’ and prayer tol Godlarel infinitel and$without any

boundariesiwhatsoever.”
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Mishnal9
Enthroned theletter [1v[[] Teth inl listening' and| tied it al crown, combining’ them/ withl one
another and forming/Leolin Olami[World, Aviin ShanallYear and the left kidney'in Nefesh
[[Soul of maleland female.
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Hearing: It seems tol mel to_bel connected tol thel soul ofl R Chaninal b. Tradyon/ as wel tead in thel book, Shaar
Hapesukim (1 ayetze) 1 heard froml myl teacherl (thel IAri)ofl blessed memoryt that thel word L] nanall] Rachbat 1]
Spaciousness,[in thelverse, (Gen/34:21) ¥ These tenl dre friendlylwith iis therefore et themllivelin the/ landldnd trade
inlit] forlbehold/ theland isllnanAlIRachvat [ISpacious enoughl for them. Let iis takel theitl daughters/in tnarriageand
givel outl daughters tol them,” s 4 Notariqon ofl 1173770 12 X2°a1 *27[[Rabbi Chaninal ben Tradyon. In  mylhumble
opinion, Chayim/ (Rabbi Chayim Vital 1543[1620) thel meaning!is this: Aslwelhavel previously explained concerning
Lot/ andl likel thel kin bfl Adam; hll souls_havel been exploited byt thel Darkl Side,” Good and Evil arel inextricably
confused, $o it is possiblel that thel soull of R[ Chanina b Tradyon was_ mixed together with/ the Kijppah lIHusk of
Shecheml b Chamor! the Hivite. And was twith thisl power that hel took! Dinahl daughterl 0fl Jacob.and! that islxwhy' he
wasl killedinl brderl tol bel ¢leansed. Andl that islwhy! thel decreelalso fell upon his tife, that shel bel madel tolsit in 4
brothel ofl prostitutes, becauselis s written/ (Gen.[34:1) ¥ Dinahl daughter of Leah went out.” 1t was_d consequence of
hetl going out thatt Shecheml taped her This is howlit sSeems to me.[Seeldlso thelbook, Sha at Hagilgulim,1 [ So,
Simeonwholmarried his sistet Dinah, did solin érder to temovelher from Shechem; an dct tequiring clarification/and
polishing/ds¥vas_ ¢xplained. So Shechemlwas teincarnated amongf the sons ofl Dinahl dnd Simeon.
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Preface tol Mishnal10

The book, Mei Hashiloach (N ol 11 Deut. Ki Tavo) reads thelverse, (Deut!27:21) ¥Cursed is_he who
lies3with wwithl any' animal, T as_ teferringf to thel Tribelofl Gad. Gadlis_ anl expression of smallness; his
soul waslvery diminutive, becauselhel{vas bornlwith tremendousl pettiness. Wel find[ this_ expression
inlthe verse, (Ex16:31)*“The Houselof Israel ¢alled itt Manna/ Tt was likel 172l Gad[[IMustard seed,”
Letinytparticles. That isswhyl thel Tribel ofl Gadlwasl blessed Wvithl gregariousness, for when hel mixed
withl 6thers inl communityhe foundwholeness. Asl 4 consequencel ofl this_ personalityl trait,l Gadl¥vas
ablel to_makel dolwith veryllittle.and  ekelan ¢éxistence out of thel barest minimum.[Thislis referred to
as, laying{withlanlanimal’.’
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Inl mylopinionlIvhat thisimeans is_that! thel sourcel ofl Gad’s soul comes_ to himl from[thatl aspect of
thel divine whichl longsl forl adequacy, to_experience_sufficiencylinl all things. moderate, as_did Elijah
thelProphet, asiwel readlinl thel Midrash, (Gen.[Rabba 99:10)L1As_ soonlas Jacobllooked at him[ |Gad]
helsaid, (Gen 49:18)“UponlY our salvation I twait, Ol God.” NolLone but. someonelofl the Tribel of
Gadlwill bringf thel tedemption, aslit s written, (ibid.[19) ¥Gad/a troopLshall trooplupon himj but'he
shall troopliponl theirtheel,Tmeaning tolhe svhol¢omes by the heel/ (i.e. at thelend ofl days, on the
heel of thelMessiah) as it is_ written, (Malachi 4:5) “Behold, 1 will send youl Elijahl the prophet before
theL.coming of the great and dreadful dayl 6f God.” Elijahlwvaslofl thel tribelofl Gad, that’s whylit! says,
“but heshall trooplupon theirtheel.” Because thelheel represents_smallness.for it is thel part of the
bodytiponl whichl everyonel treads and holonel esteems. Thelleast tegarded of all humanl limbs; ho
partlof thel body is asllittleladmired and ¥aunted as_the heel o6f thelfoot._.And yet without it and the
skin cells_ growingl andl dying onlit,| hol onelIvould bel ablel tolswalk very far even someonelsvithl the
healthiest and most. powerful legs_and torso. Onelaspect_of K'nesset IsraelI1thel Jewish[ Peoplelisits
existencelasla singular entity [All ofl s froml firstl tollast, comprise al singlelbody. Moses durl Rabbi is
thelmind and ChokbmallWisdom[ of Israel/Isaiahl thel Prophetlis the heart. King Davidlis thelmouth
of Israel/ Similarly[ all bur ancestors. great’ and small represent’ somel section b1l subsectionl of the
entirel singulatl corpuslof thel Jewishl Peoplel[Israel; and e impoverished generation’ that welare,
representl thel skinl cells_upon thel heel iponlwhichl that eéntirel bodyt swalks.That! is whyt thel époch
preceding thel Messiah/islknownl inl the Talmud, (Sotah 49b)las[lxmwnT XNap° ¥l g vetha D Meshicha
[THeels_ofl Messiah.[This is_ thel secret_ ofl thelVerse, (Isa..52:7)“Howi beautiful iponl the. mountains
arelthel feet ofl thelmessenger! ofl good. tidings,wholannounces peace, thelharbingerl 0f good tidings,
whol announces_salvation; whol says tol Zion: 'Y ourl (God  reigns!”About_whichl wel readlin the
Midrash (Cant.[Rabba 2:33) *“Thelvoicelof thel turtledovelis heard inl ourlland, Twholis this? It could
onlylbe’ thelvoicel of King Messiahl announcing,[ fHow! beautiful ipon thel mountainslarel thel feet of
thelmessengerl df good tidings.” Elijah'is thel harbingerf and herald of thel messiahl becauselhe
comes_inl thatl aspect_of ‘heel’, thel characteristic_lofl thel Tribel of_ Gad whol practisel smallness,
suffering’ andl carrying thel entirel body! towars thel messiah.. Beforel his_death,[ Moses_blessed Gad,
saying, (Deut 33:20) “And of Gad hel said: 1'Blessed of thel enlargerlis' Gad.”I[[Precisely because Gad,
withlhisl tremendousl tolerance, has' 4 tendency tol settle for thel barel minimum,/ Moses_cautioned
them [ Cursedis he whol lies withl withlany animal,”
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Mishna 10
Enthroned thel letter [ |°[[] Yod inl action andl tied it a’ crown, combining/ theml with/ one
another and forming Virgolin Olam 1 World, Elul in Shana llYear and the left hand in
Nefeshl[Soul of maleland female.
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Action: In my opinionl this tefers tolR.[Y ehudal the[Baker, (Hanachtom) aswel tead in thel Midrash, (T'ehillim/ Psalm(9)
“Inl thel futurel God_is_koing tol suel forl thel blood bfl BarKapara and R Yehudahl thel Baker. Oncel thel wicked
government decreed thatt RIY echudahl the[Baketr belkilled.What did BarKapara do? Helappointed himself 4 judgeland
passed.sentencelonl RLY ehuda/andlswhenl it ¢came! timel tol ¢arryl but thel sentence, hel made $urelit was someonel ¢lse
wholwaslactuallylput to death, dismembered andthung[The Lashorn HardIEvil Tonguelranldaround saying R.[Yehuda
had ot beenl put tol death, $o thel wicked government decreed! that bothl BarKaparal and[ R Y ehudal bel killed and
dismembered,dnd solboth were murdered. [ Godlis goingf to.demand d teckoning! for! their'blood [ aslit is Written (ibid.
9:13)9For Helwholavenges blood temembers_them.[Hel doesn't forget the ¢ryl of thelafflicted.”IThe Lashorn Haralll
Evil Tonguelmentioned in thelMidrashl abovelis_thelVeryl samelsel tead about in the  Torah, (Gen.[32:6)" And Joseph
brought anl évil teportl bfl theml tolhisl father.”[This is thelVeryLevil teport Swhichl ranl around tellingf thel Romans| that
BarKapara had hot teally killed R.LY ehuda.[ Inl the Palestnian Talmud,[ (Hagigahl 9b) swel read concerningf Elisha b.
Abuya/therelarelthoselwholday! that helsaw R.[Y chudal the/ Baker’sltongue, still flowing with blood,in thelmouthl6f a
dog /[ Elishal $aid [ s this Torah andl this_its_teward? This_is_thel tonguetvhichl uttered swords_ofl Torah' so_meet and
tittingel Thisl isl thel tonguelwhichl toiledl all its lifel in Torah,[ andl this_is_its_ reward It seems_ tol_mel therel is_ho
accounting,fio fecompense dnd noltesurrection from the dead.” Thel tonguelis_al vehiclel forl thel covenant/ as
was_taught above, inl thel first chapter/ Therelis a ¢covenant madelwithl thelflesh' and 4l ¢covenant with' theltongue/The
wifelofl Potiphatl ¢hased afterl Josephlikel 4 dog, andl this is  thel Vision! that Elsihalsaw, 6fl R Yehuda’s_ tonguelin the
mouthlof the'dog Thelminotl Gematrid b 12231 Kele MDog | équals 7, (52 5+2F7)7aIGad alsol ¢quals 7.
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Preface tol Mishnal11
Thelbook, Mei Hashiloach (N ol 11 Deut. Ki Tavo) reads thelverse, (Deut!27:18) “Cursed is_he who
misleads’alblind personlonlthe toad, las teferring tolthe Joseph.
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Inmy opinionlwhat! this' meanslis_ thatl thelsourcel of Joseph’s_soul ¢comes to himl from[that aspect o f
thel divinel whichllongs tol add_tol the. Gloryl ofl Heavenl onl Earth, tolbringl about thelin dwellingl of
thel Shechinabelow! tenlhandbreadths, thatl all sworlds_be_ connected byl his worshipful actions.[His
desirelwasl tolteach Torahllllof thelmost practical andlimmediate kind[llto his brothers. Aslwe read in
the[Talmud, (Sanhedrinl 92a) Tf hel taught butl alsingle lawl tolhis friend, what is his teward” Rava says
inlthe namelofl RaviSheshet,/ hel merits all thel blessingslofl Joseph, aslitl iswvritten  (Prov.[11:26)[*But a
blessing will beluipon! thelhead of thel bnelwholprovides.” Whol could thel provider be It must tefer
to Joseph, aslit is$written, (Gen.[42:6)_9Nowl Josephl3was_tulerl over all thelland [ and it was he who
provided grainl tolall the'peoplelof thelland.”l] Welalsoltead inl thelbook, Mei Hashiloach (Vol 1 Gen.
Vayesher) Becausel the Life Force tooted inl Ephraimbyl God makes himlhimgolstraight  to  thelpoint
of lawl televant tol every_act/ without deviatingl fromlit.. Andl therefore/svhenl the[ Torahl warns_ the
JewishlpeopleLnot tol strayl froml thel pathl ofl thel Torah it uises_theltwarning (Amos_5:6).‘Seek God
andlive/ lestl firel likel sweeplthe. HouselLofl Joseph.” Solit’s_ a svarningf tol Israel tolbel ¢areful that the
Housel of Josephlhot bel provoked_ into_opposition. T We_teadl something similar, (ibid.[Ex. Shemzo?)
“This_is_thel reason. Moses_blessedl Joseph, (Deut.. 33:16)5with,[$“Thelswill off Hel whol dwellslinl the
thornl bush" becausel Moses_was_tryingf tolintroducel thel characteristicLofl_forbearancel intolithe
characteristics_of Josephl the Righteous, $ol that hel find within himself only goodwill towards all the
Jewish people; that'helneverl raisela_ complainti against 4 Jewish soul., sincelit s’ this_ tribelwholwvakes
upl_theljudgments_bnl Israel/ swhenl they seel Israel straying froml thelwill ofl God, as_iwel find the
prophet svarningf thel Jewishl people_and. telling' them! (Amos, 5:6)_%Seek God and. live,[lest firellike
sweep_thelHouselof Joseph.” Meaning, Moses blessed his ¢haracter hot becomel ¢nraged,[butl always
tolbel filled withl good will for Jews.[ That’s-why Moses blessed him/with,[ TThelwill 6ff Helsvholdwells
inlthelthorn bush’meaning may God teachlyoulthel ¢haracteristic 6f forbearanceas'heltaughtimelin
thelthornbush.’ So, the[Torahl tautions_him hot tol mislead & blindperson_onl thel toad, to
which Rashi adds(thel following interpretation: Misleads the blind [If onelswholdoes not seelanlissue
clearly[land heladvisesthim/badly. ]  Lest Josephlgive his/brothers bad advice, whichlis tolsay, lest
helteach' them[Torahlnot appropriate to themlat thel sSource [As thel Misdrash states, (Sifrilll Ha azinn
Piskal 17) Therelis hol counsel but Torah, as it isl3written, (Prov.[8:14) *“Counsel is_ mine[ and sound
wisdom.” Now,[ the Tribel of Ephraim/llinherited thel greater part 6f Joseph’s genius, his longing and
his zealotry/ That s whyl the werselassures_us, (Isa.11:13)_F“Ephraim's_jealousy will vanish, and
Judah'slopponentswill come tolan’end.[Ephraimwon'tbejealouslof Judah,"and Judah'won't oppose
Ephraim.”
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Mishnal11l
Enthroned! the letter 1511 Lamed in Coitus_ and tied it 4’ crown, combining| them with one
another and forming Libralin Olam[[World, Tishreiin ShanalYear and the gall bladder in
Nefeshl[Soul of maleland female.
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Coitus: This tefers tol R/ Ishmaell b.[ Elisha thel High! Priest, aslwel read inl thel book, Sha’at Hagilgulind (prefacel 34)
‘Now,_concerning R[Ishmael b Elisha thel High Priest, about whoml el havel previouslyl written to_$ay, hel3vas_a
sparklofl Joseph_the Tzadik [IRighteous. As_tolwhy! did he hot havel thel samel powert as Benl Azail Wel havel also
previouslyl explained! that ¢achl ofl thosel Ten Martyrs was_onel ofl thel tenl drops_of semen which issued fromJoseph.
ButR.Ishmael wasl thelteincarnation of Joseph himselflwho sinned byl damaging thoselten  drops_of seedland issuing
themlintol theldepths_of the K/jppah lIHusks. Therefore[R.dshmael did not possess_thel power tol ¢reatel thel souls df
converts.That'siwhylwel find,historically, thatt R Ishmael’s_punishment! was_the[worst ofl all Ten Martyrs, forl he
causedLit all by issuing! theldrops_of $eed, as discussed [And/just as thel text tells s that ‘theyt stripped ] osephlof his
coat’/ ol did they! strip_ thel skin bffl R Ishmael’s_face/ R.[Ishmael 3vas_also_the image_ ofl Joseph, being exceedingly
beautiful of formllikelhim, dslin' mentioned inlthe Pirked Heichaloth! Andljust asJosephlis_captivelamongf the gentileslin
Egypt, so_ too) R Ishamel is_takenl captive/ as_is_taught in thel Talmud; When R.LYehosuhal b./Chanania  asked him,
(Isa[ 42:24)“Who gavelJacoblupforl spoil, and Israel tol plunderers?”He, Ishmael answered, (ibid.) 1"WasLit hot the
LORD, againsti whomlwel havelsinned?” Helwas, already then, hinting tolhim! that it was_ forl the $in  df thoseldroplets
whichlwerel cast downlintol the KijppoAllHusks, intol the Iplacelof feet’ Wwherel thel secret of $poiling{ Iwith! thel feet
happens. That’swhy he was 4l ¢captivelamongl therl gentiles.[ Thiséxplains_ the ¥erse, fWho gave Jacoblup forlspoil?Tit
refers to those drops_of seed alreadyl mentioned. T'olwhich Ishamellreplied"Was it ot the LORD,against swhom/we
havelsinned?’ I Inlhisbook, Tzidkat Hatzadik(159) R [Tzadok Hacohen ofl Lublin[writes, KingDavid alsolcontained
and3vas_comprised ofl all souls, for he[3was thel fourth foot of the Merkara Il Chariot/ and hel$set uplthelprocess of
TeshuvalllRepentance, for thelsinl ofl Tust alone.  And that isWwhy! Jeroboam wholswas completely free ofl this sin,las 1
heard (fromlmy{ Rebbelofl1zbicy)hewas known dslthe Ephrati/whichlisld hameldpplied onlylto thoselmen wholhave
neverlseen dnissuelof semenlin their life [Thatiswhy heldvas solattractivel to Ahiyahl the[Shilonite,[becausel thisis the
genius bfl ShilolWhichlis dssociatedwith the Tribe ofl Ephraim,icould not bringhimself fol tepent/and fought bitterly
with the kingdom  ofl theHouse of David.
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Preface to Mishnal 12

Thelbook, Med Hashiloach| (Vol/11..Deut. Ki Tavo) teads thelverse,/ (Deut!27:15)[9Cursed bel thelman
that imakesl & pgraven or moltenl image/ anl abomination tol God/ the work' ofl the hands_of the
craftsman, and sets_ it uplinl secret, as_referringf tol thel Tribel bf LevilThel Tribel ofl Levi always
guarded themselves_against overstepping thelboundaries of the! tules.of Torah/lTaw. The  truthis that
all Taws_ of the Torahldrel ¢lothed inlgarments sol that éveryonel¢an/ graspland observeland obey them.
But! therel arel timessvhen what God twantsLis_tol vanquishl thel person, as it isl3written, (Psalm( 51:6)
“Sol that Yourl words maylbel seenl tol bel tight, and You maybel clearl when You_arel judging, as_is
explainedlinl thel book, Mei Hashiloach| (Vol 11 Ex. 17a’era) Thel Tribel of Levi/ however, could hot
worshipl thel Golden Calfl | forf theml tol havel done solswould have meant doing damagel tol thel very
sourcel ofl theirl LifeForce and they would never havel been ablel tol fix thel $in. (See M.H. vol/ 1. Ex.
KiThisa) Thelsin ofl thelGoldenl Calfl sprang from| their desirel tol grasplthel Light ofl Godlbefore the
timel wasl tight.
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Inlmylopinion3vhat thisimeans_is_that! thel sourcel ofl Levi’s_soul_ comes_to himl from[thatl aspect_ of
theldivinelswhich longs! for ¢clarity for lifel intrammeled byl 4 heed tolenter greylareas, hot to begin
anything whosel butcomeisL doubtful ot commit_ any. act requiring subsequent qualification; svhen
faced withl_anythingl doubtful[ tol reactl by doing hothing.[IAs is_lexplained_inl the Mei [Hashiloach
concerning thel story of Dinahland Shechem [ that Levi did not svant tolmarry her,| evenltolhelp her
escape fromlthe K/ippa/illlHuskl of Shechemland the Hivitel culture, (see.above, prefacel tol Mishna 9)
And_aslisLexplained, (M.H[Num. Naso) They always_preferred_ thel safel path. As 4 corollaryl of the
desirel for claritylwasl thel desirel to enjoy the brightnessiand brilliancelof thelhidden  Light,/as wel tead
inl thel MIdrash, (Genl Rabbahl 20:12)_fIt_is swritten, (Gen.[B:20)_FGod_imade_ tunics_bfl leather for
Adaml and his wife [ andl €lothed them.” However,[inl thel Torah off R.[ Meid thel word[T171% [1OA# 1]
Leather,islsvritten[tvithl an TR A/ef instead_of anl 191 4yzn| tol tead 1K O Light[ Thelverse
now teads,“Godmade tunics o fllight for' Adamland hislvife.” Levilhad tremendousldesirel to
belgranted visionl of thatt Hidden Light,light inclothed; light ¢lear and pure.Suchl 4 desirel canlead
him| tol makela graven'imagelin/ thel depths_oflhis heart, God forbid Hel ¢anl do so by temoving any
traces_of tastelandjoy fromlthel act of sinning; by ensuring there/ temains nol pleasurelorl sweetnesslin
anylmundanelact at all. By distinguishing among/ the/ beautiful and the uiglyt sol that  therel remains ho
connectionl b1l confusionl between whatlhasl_gracel and what has ugliness. By doing 5o, Levi can
separatel between! the[Waters'abovel Heaven and Waterl below Heaven, as has been explained in’ the
story_oflben Zoma, (Ch. 1. Mishna 4 ¢it.Joc Depths.ofl Good) For whenl évenl the merest vestigelof
mundanel pleasurel is_ removed Jfroml worshipllofl |God; from learning 'Torahl land lfulfilling lthe
Commandments, then thisl physical vorld svould bel completelyl divested_ofl anyl holy_ pleasure’ and
holytlife..God’s_management of the[world would belas obviousl the fatted bull ¢alfl thel Israelites saw
inlthelwilderness..Andlit is precisely the Tribe ofl Leviwholarelprepared at any. moment tolabandon
everyimundanel pleasure, évenl because_ ofl somel small doubt, toldolhothing, just tol belonl thel safe
side, swhomlGodl¥wvarns,Cursed bel thelmanl that' makes_al graven ot molten image,an abomination
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to_God, thelsworkl of thel handslofl thel eraftsman, and sets it uplin secret,” meaning hot tol turn
God’simanagement of thislworld into a Golden Calf o1 graven image.
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Ittmay alsolbel inderstood_anothert svay. Inl Sefer! Yetzira therel is'ho.month corresponding tol the
Tribelof Levi.Menashe/sonl ofl Josephltepresents thelmonthlin Levi’s{place. This_explains thelaffair
of Zelophehad[ (Num.[26:33) whosel sin’ is_ mentioned_ anonymously, (ibid.[15:32)[F*And swhile the
Childrenlofl Israelwerelin' thel wilderness they foundld manl gatheringf sticks_onl the sabbathl day.” [ His
waylwasldiametricallyl opposedLtol thelsvayl of thel tribelof LevilZelophehadl spurned thel path ofl Sit
And Do Nothing’[ evenl refusingf tol test_onl thel Babbath.[As the[Targum! (attr.[Jonathon) translates
thelverse (ibid.) ‘Andwhilelthel Children ofl Isracl werelin/ thelwilderness, thel Commandmentslofl the
Sabbath werel knownl itollthem[Ibut Ithel jpunishmentsl forl ltransgressing lthose_ lcommandslwere
unknown.[Onel manl ofl thel Houselofl Josephlarosel and announced, I will goland harvest sticksLon
sabbathlinl flagrant ¥iewl of witnesseswholwill then  teport mel tolMoses Moses will havel tolask for
guidance from Godl¢oncerning the punishment forlmyl transgression,/and sentencelme/[That waylall
of Israel will_get tol know_exactlylswhat the. punishment is_ for desecrating thel Sabbath.”TThenl the
witnesses_observed al manl breaking offl and harvesting branches_on theSabbathl day. T And because
Zelophehad sinned againstt Moses, as_ theSabbathlis al gift Moses alonelbrought! tol this’world/ hone
of theljudgesllaterl svanted tol tulel concerning thel ¢claim/ Zelophehad’s daughters_made onl thel estate
their fatherwould havelinheritedlin the Land of Canaanlif'helhad survived, in  caseltheylinadvertently
impingeluponMosesThonor.Zelophehad’s. daughters,/however, had wisdomlwholinherited muchlof
their father’s_ genius[ and even morel than! that| as' Godl testified, (Num.[27:7) So, [rightly] arel the
daughters of Zelophehad speaking.” Tol éxplainl theluise ofl thelsword 13l Kazi [[IRightly inl thel verse,
weltead inlthelbook, Mei Hashiloach (V ol JIINum. BeHa'alotecha) S1t isvritten, (Num.[9:23) “Byl the
word ofl God theylpitched theirl tents,and bylGod’ssword they marched:[and guarded thel¥vatches of
God according tol God’s_.commandment_at' thelhand ofl Moses.”  Thel disappearancel of  thel clouds
and the ShechinalllIDwelling Presencel [signalling] theirl departure]<vaslvisiblelonlyl tolMoses. It is thus
inleverylgenerationwherelit is. only the Tzadi&[[ISaint of thelgeneration Wwholsees what Godldesires
inlthelmoment. Aslit is written, (Prov. 10:32)[9Thellips_of thel tighteous knowl whatlis_ thelwill| etc.”
Inlhis generation, it was_ thel Holy Yid whol $aw! that it was  thelwill 0fl God forl people to beginl their
prayers_at 4 latel time.[ Hel telied onl thel versel from Scripture, (Deut.12:4)[9Yel shall hotl dol solinto
the  LORDLlyourt God.” Thelword,117a[llKaz2 IS0, hints_at something{ whichlhasl been! fixed so  that! it
nollonger has anyllife..When! thel Holyl Yidl saw svhat. God’s_will is inl this. mattetl hel started praying
later. His  soul shines! brilliantly in thel Gardenl ofl Edenl becausel hel correctly discerned. thel direction
of thel Light ofl God’s_will. [ For althoughlit is_ possiblel that,/with! thel ¢hanging times, thesel times_ too
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will change[nevertheless his $pirit waslfaithful tolGod.’ That 1GodJsaid, ]“U] 1201l Kaid IS0
[rightly]Lareltheldaughters ofl Zelophehad speaking,’ T tneaning| that' theldaughters_ofl Zelophehad had
moved beyond! thel simplel iisagel of thel Law, where thel Holyl Yid went twhenl hel sawt it wasl_ timel to
ignorel thel Laws for the/ Times_ofl Prayers, tol that placelabout whichitl is <written, Y e shall not dol[ll
12U Kai IS o untol thel LORDLyourl God.” Thus, whenl theljudges,[wholsvere heads ofl the Tribel of
Menashe,[ broughtl theit! casel beforel Moses, demanding tol knowt why thel s’vomenl_oughtl hot be
obliged tol marrylwithinl their! tribel soltheir father’slinheritancelwhich theylinherited posthumously'in
the[Promised Land not bellost tol the Tribelofl Menashe, God answered, 1112l Kai IS o Jrightly] are
thel Tribel ofl thel sons_of Josephlspeaking.TIn fact, thel daughters_ofl Zelophehad werel alsol granted
thelVerylfinal ¢chapter in thel Torah [as/is ¢xplainedlin thelbook, Med Hashiloach, (Vol/ 1/ Num. Pinchas).
And so/lthe/ Tribe ofl Menashe tookl thelmonth  previously belonging tol the Tribe of Levi.
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Moses brought their! caselbefore God [ Wellearn in thelMidrash,/ (Num. Rabba 21:13) that theirl ¢ase. camel beforel the
local magistrates[before thelhigherf ¢ourts'and the supremel court/and that theylwere alllafraidlto rulelin the matter.
Even Moses_himselfl swas[afraid  tol tule, Iwhichlis Wwhy hel brought thel casel before. God. [ Thel teason forl this is as
follows: thel ¢aselinvolving thelman wholhad  gathered sticks_onl thel sabbath tvas al sinl against Moses, as wellearn[in
the Zohar (Vol. 1I1.L205b) that MosesT gift isl thel Sabbath."Asvel$aylin thel[Sabbath liturgy,”"Moses_tejoices in his
portion.TZelophehad,[ thel Iman whowas_put_to_death for breaking[ thel sabbath[ actuallyl desecrated thel second
Sabbathl thelJewslever celebrated. 1f thelJewish people had bbserved that second Babbath, it would havel become
apparent_ ind obvious_tol thel eyes of every Jew, thel deepest meanings_of the Sabbath. EveryJew svould then'have
beenlat thellevel of Moses. Theltesult of thelsinlofl Zelophehad wholdesecrated that second Sabbath, s that this light
was temovedland hidden froml thelJewish people, andl this'isiwhylMoseswas in doubt as_tosvhether hel could simply
forgiveland bverlook! thel transgression against him/ 61 hot[Becauseswhenlit comes_tol 4 personal affront, a scholar
may ot forgivejasiwellearnin the Talmud (Y omal 23a) it is only dl financial injuryl that helis_obliged toldverlook Tt s
a Mitzvah! to forgive, as twellearn'in thel Talmud (Roshl Hashonnahl 17a)[1*Whoevet overlooks injuries_to himself is
forgiven all his sins.” The teasonlis that onetarylinjurylonly teallyl éxists/in this world and it islan injuryl that ¢an be
repairedjbut 4 personal affrontis' somethingf that leaves an impression forever. That’shy Moses waslin' doubt as'to
whether Zelophehad’s_desecration ofl thel sabbathl was_ to_bel classed hs al monetary_injurylorl 4 personal affront,
depending onlwhether God wasl goingf to_ makel teparation andl teveal tol thel Jewish peoplel thel real meaningf of the
Sabbath/ (inWwhichl ¢ase it was ot goingf to bellost, but merelyl temporarily disabled) ot whether Zelophehad’slinjury
ofl_thel Sabbathl was_permanent[ For how! many! Jewslare. there, who, had they!bnly knownl thel teal meaning and
tremendouslpreciousness_ofl thel $abbath,Wwould havelworshipped Godlwith all their might? This is whylnonelof the
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Mishnal12
Enthroned thel letter [ 11| Nun in Smell and' tied it a’ crown, combining| theml with/ lone
another and forming Scorpiolin Olam 11World, Cheshvan in Shana[Year and thel stomach
in Nefesh[[$oul of maleland female.
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judgesl felt it inl their power tol rulelinl thel case, because they werel afraid to furthetl insult Moses.[So.Godlanswered
theml and Moses/ that sincel thel light ofl thel Babbath hasl onlyl beenl hiddenl for! thel timel beingl it is_ ol morel than[ 2
monetary injurytwhich'helis éncouragedtol forgive.
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Based onl thelverse, (Psalm 78:8) 9“Thenl they will hot bellikel theirl ancestors/ al stubborn and tebellious generation.
Theittheartsiwere fiot loyal [Theif souls werel not faithful tol God.”
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Solfrightly] thel Tribe ofl thel¢hildren ofl Josephlspeak.[ This is thelteason that thelveryt final chapterl ofl the Torahldeals
with! this issue that onlylapplies for! thel shortest time, it isl tolshow! thelJewish people, as thelverselsays, (Duet.8:3) Tt
iscnotl byl bread alonel that dl personllives/butl ipon éveryl hitterancel ofl thelmouth of God that man lives. Bread tefers
tolthel generall fules! governing thel Torah. Rules_ that applylacrossl thel boardlat alll timesl toeveryl personIwithout
distinction o1l change/ Theselare! the 613 Commandments. But thel mainl thing| is to_ understand all the time/ lin the
Torahlitself/Wwhat God's will is in this time and this_place. 1t is from the Torah that thellight comeslintol the heart of
the Jewish Peoplelswhencel theylarel given tol inderstand. thel truel depth ofl God's_will for that moment.[This is3vhy
this ¢hapterlisiwritten herelafter thel Torah is finished It is tol givelus tolunderstand that froml the[T'orah ¢comel details
applicableltol évery timeland placeland all thelsvords_ofl the  Torahlarelbits_of advicelgivenl to a person with which to
tind God's.will nowland act uponlit. That is why this ¢hapter,whose subject isLpurelyl temporary/isl<written herelat
thelénd of the[Torah.
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Smell: Inl iyt opinion’ this refers tolR.[Elazar b Shamua, Wwhol¥as_ thel onlyl dbnel of thel tabbis whol teally understood
Joseph’s_greatness, as_wel teadlinl thel Talmud, (Hagigal 12b) *What doesl thelivorld stand onl butlits_pillars, etc/ R.
Elazad b. Shamual says_it stands_on 4 singlel pillar| as'it is written, (Prov.[10:25)%And the Tzadi# [IRighteouslis the
YesodIFoundationl ofl thelWworld.” This verselislapplied to Joseph, knownlas the Tzadikl[IRighteous[whoselgreatness
was_ mastery ofl the Sephirall of Yesod ITFundament[Thel uestion then!is thisLhow! comelR.[ Elazar b Shamua in his
incarnation as Levi[wholreallyluinderstood that Josephl¥vas the Tzadi#IRighteous, thel vehicle for thel divine Sephirab
of YesodllIFoundation 6fl thelworld, did hot intervenel to prevent himl being harmed byt his brothers? Levi was, after
all/d blend ofl both Hesed [Lovingkindness.and GevurallllMight thellevelslofl bothl Cohen and Levil ¢ombined [Surely
helunderstood thel direl ¢consequences_ofl thelact they wereldbout to perpetrate, and its sinfulness? Thelanswer ¢an be
found inl thel Talmud, (Y ebamoth 65b) wherelIve find, attributed to. R.[Elazar b.[Shamua,/ thel following dictum.R.
Talail said inl thel hame 6f R [Elazat b.[Shamua/ Just asit isla MizrzpallIVirtuelforl d person tolsaylwhat willl be heard it
isla MirzvalillVirtue toleave hinsaid-what will iot belheard. T(Althoughl thelVersion of  thel text welhavelin the Talmud
attributes thelsaying tolanotherl Tanna it is as we have quotedlit in'the Shela b Prefl6, Netivot Olani1l Neti Hatochacha
ChI, Yalkut Shimoni Prov.[9 Remez944)
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PrefaceltolMishna 13
The book, Mei Hashiloach (N ol 11 Deut. Ki Tavo) reads thelverse, (Deut!27:19) “Cursed is_ he who
perverts thejudgment ofl thelstranger, thel orphan otlthelswwidow, 1ds teferring tol thel Benjamin.
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Inmy opinion whatl this'meansis that thel source of Benjamin’s soul comes to himl from[that aspect
of thel divinelwhichlTongs toldolgood things onlbehalfl ofl thel Children ofl Israel[Helhas tremendous
abilityltolreceivelandlabsorblall thel good thingsl tolbel found eéverywhere in thelworld; tolseparatelthe
precious froml thel drossland tol taiselitl all tol thelhighest levelslof holiness, tolits source..Aswwvel findit
written[ (Gen/49:27) concerning him [[¥Benjaminl islal tavenous wolfj Inlthemorning heldevours_ the
prey,LAndin thelévening hel divides the spoil. T Evenlthoseldesiresand good things whichlarelinl¢xile
among| thel gentiles, Benjaminlhas_ thel powerl tol absorbland assimilatel them, and[ thenl tolintroduce
themlintolIsrael asiwel tead inl thelbook, Mei Hashiloach| (N ol 1. Ex. Tetyzaveh Ki'Thisa) The Talmud
refers tolBenjamin, saying, (Yomal12a)[Benjaminlthe Tzadi#IRighteouswaslinl paindver thelprecise
location' ofl the. Temple, helsvanted it swallowed within his_portion_ of the/ Holy Land [ That’s.why he
becamelhost tol the Shechind IDwelling Presence.[Becausel God recognized that if thel Temple tvere
builtin Benjamin’sportion helwould alsolllgreatlyl desire tol teceive. thel Sacrificial Altar inlhis portion
as.well So, that desirel ¢aused himltolbecomelhost to the Shechind IDwelling{ Presence.’ Now,
because Benjaminlalways.desired toldo things for thelbenefit of his brothersiwholare hinted at as the
stranger, thel orphanl andl thel widow, it may. causel him' somehow! tol grasplmorel than swel canhold,
and biteloffimuchltorethanWelare able to_swallow.[ThereforelMoses ¢autioned them [‘Cursedis he
wholperverts the judgment of thelstranger[thelorphan ot thelwidow.”
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Zohar[ Vol 1I1..2682) FThis is"thel kecret found in the book bfl R Hamnunal the[ Elder[ explaining thel Wersel as
referring{ to Knesset Israel lIThel Community. of Israel astitiswritten, (Ex.[21:10)If heltakelhimselfl another wife,
herffood, her taiment, and hetl ¢onjugal tights, helshall hot diminish. T If helxvithdraws himself from her,3what does
thelverselsay[(ibid.11)If hel doesn't give het these threelthings/shel¢an o free/without paying any money ot her
freedom.”[Aslitis written[(Isa.50:1)*ThussaysiGod,[TWherelis the[billlofl divorceBywhich Thavel send yout mother
away?”LAndl it s written (ibid.[52:3)[fFor _thus_ says_God, 'Y oul3were sold fotl hothingl and you wwill bel tedeemed
without money.”  Andwhoeverwwithholds Torah from her is_ counted as_though theylhad matried her husband and
withheld himl from[ her, thus causing het! tol remainl hs 4 Wwidow, but hot 4 true widow. This is_thel meaning ofl the
verse/(Lam.[1:5)FShe has becomelds dwidow.”
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Mishna 13
Enthroned thelletter [ 10| SamekH inl Sleepl and! tied it 4 crown, combining’ theml with/ one
another and forming{ Sagittarius in Olam [TWorld, Kislev in Shana [Yeat and the_ maw in
Nefeshl[Soul of maleland female.
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Sleep: In Myl opinion this tefers tolR[Nechunia b.[Hakana wholheaded theltighteous menWwhol‘descended untol the
MerkavalllChariot’/as el tead inla tumber of placesinlthe Pirked Heichalot| (Rabbati16:3) IThen camelRaban $himon
b..Gamliel R Eliezet the_ Great/ R[ Elazatl b/ Dama/ R[ Eliezef b ShamuaR.Yochanan b.[Dahavai[ Chanina b.
Chachinai|Yonantanb.Uziel [R[Akibadand R.[Yehudab.Bava. Welcame and$atin front of himwhileld tnultitude of
colleagues stoodLomn theirl feet, for! theyl saw! the cubeslof firelandl flashes of light' separating between s and them[R.
Nechunia b Hakana sat arrangingf thel éntirel orderl of the Merkava [[Chariot/ thel descent and thelascent] how! those
wholwere toldescend werelto gol downlandlhowt thoselwholwould dscend were to come backlup.’
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Preface to Mishna 14

The book, Mei Hashiloach (N ol 11 Deut. Ki Tavo) reads thelverse, (Deut!27:24) “Cursed is_he who
strikes_his_heighbor inl $ecret,Las teferring tol thelDan.[For this'means’ that' onel should hot punish
his friendlin prayer, evenlifl hel sees himl doing something unseemly. Nevertheless'helmust not hurt
him(secretly, i.e.linl the/ Hiddenl Of ThelWorld.[This_¢orresponds_tol the Tribe_ of Danl because/ Dan
had tremendous__powers_ofl conquest_inlhis_worshipl ofl God, aslis_explained, (M.H.[ Vol 1._Ex.
Tetzave) for it was_ about Danl that thelverselsays, (Gen.[49:17)[9Danl shall be al serpentlin thel<vay, A
horned snakelinl thel path That bites thelhorse'stheels, Sol that'his tidet! falls backward.”
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Inl mylopinionIvhat thislmeans(is_that! thel sourcelof Dan’s soul comes to himl from[thatl aspect_ of
theldivinelxhichllongs forl simplicitylandlintegrityl 6f heart Solmuchlso, thatl it becamelpossiblel for
Danl tol stand and bel tried against any! criteria byl which hel anyonelmight judge him.[He tvaslalways
ready tolbe tried andtested by any judgelwithl thelskill folprobe for truth [ Asiwellearnlin/ the/Talmud,
(Pesachim! 4a)[‘Helwholsays, Judge me,litigatelme,Tmost probablylcomes fromlthe Tribelof Dan [as
it s written (Gen.[49:16)9Danlwill judge his_nationl likel onel of thel Tribes ofl Israel. 1 In  thel book,
Mei Hashiloach| (N ol 1 Ex.[ Tetzave) it is_explained. thus: SAIl Dan’s_powetl came from_ his absolute
conviction! thatt Godwould help him, sincelhelsvasldcting{in good. faith [ as the Talmud says, Helwho
says,_Judgelme/litigatelme,T¢omes fromlthe Tribelof Dan, because they possessed that unflinching
resolutionlbacked byt theit! faithl thatt Godvould seel them/ Vindicated in/ judgment. Inl ¢veryléndeavor
apersonlindertakes’inl thisiworldevenlhelis studying Torahl o1l performing Mitzvot and good.deeds,
helnevertheless always_ temains_in some doubt. E.g/ 4 man mayl give.alms_tol thel poorlman,/ now, if
thelpoorimanluises thatlénergylto.dolsomething good/ thenlthelalmsgiver waslsupporting thelhand of
another personlinl thel performancelofl a_Mitzva[ But ifl thel poor manl doesl 4 sin, God forbid, with
that_energy, thenl the giver was_supporting thel handl bfl thel sinner Among the Tribel ofl Dan,
however/ there exists_suchl tremendous_tonfidencel that (Godlwill hot_hllowl a_ Mitzva_done3vith[ a
purelheart  tol gol to waste; Wwhy, afterl all[ $hould Godl turnl it intolal stumbling/ blockr That God wvill
surelyl summonl 4l worthy! pauper tol receivel thel alms, someone whol will usel thel energy. and do
another! Mitzval withlit.’ If 4 personl does anl hct of charityl vithout ulterior motivel and twith
goodlintent, butl thel recipient ofl thel charityl then does_something twrong with[it, that might enrage
theloriginal giverl off thel charity[who might'denouncel theltecipient in‘histheart.Suchlis[possible/as a
resultof any. numberl of interactionslinlife wherel one person does something propettwhichlis then
used improperly byt thelother[And becauselhe does hot suffer iniquitylit may happen that helaccuse
himlinwardly and denounce himlin his'heart,/ that’s¥vhyl thel the[ Torah warns him [‘Cursedisthelwho
strikes hisineighborlin(secret.”
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Mishna 14
Enthroned thel letter [ | ¥ 1] Ayin in Ragel and tied it a' crown, combining| theml with/ one
another and forming Capricorn in Olam [1World, Tevet in Shana [[Year and thelliver in
Nefeshl[Soul of maleland female.
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Rage: In myl opinion’ this tefers tol R.LY eshevav thel Scribe, thel only individual inl thel Talmud who vanquished R.
Akibal in legall Aargument/ as el read in thel Mishna,[ (Chulin| 2:4) fR [ Y eshevavt quoted bl fulel in thel hame  bfl R.
Yechoshuafany animal improperly slaughteredis considered NevelahIlCarrion/1f thelanimal<vas slaughtered properly
but as subsequently. found tothavel 4l ¢ritical defect it does not become NevelahllCarrion/but rather TrefahINon
KosherR.[Akiba acceded to hislopinion. T In another tuling, (Kidushin 64a) fAs R.[Y eshevaviwholsaid, ‘Comellet uis
vanquishl R Akibal b Y osef[ wholis_used tolsayingf thatl intercourseltwith 4 honl Jew! makes_thel child a Mamzer.In
anothert Talmudic_ quote, (Ketubot 50a)  fAnyonel whol wishes_tolsquandet their money. [onl charity| should hot
squanderl morel thanl 4/ fifth/ lest hel end upldepending on bthers. Thel3vas_anl incident with 4 man who3vanted to
squandetl morel than dl fifth| but his colleaguel prevented him’ from doingl so. Whol was_thel colleague? It wasl R.
Yeshevav. Somelsaylit Wwas RLYeshevaviswho vanted  to_do_thel squandering/ but his_colleaguel prevented himl from
doingfso[Wholwas thel¢olleague It was R.[Akiba.In thel book, Sha'at HaGilgnlim| (Intro[ 26) wel read FThe[Ten
Gevurot [lJudgments, fivel bfl Wwhichl arel from Abba [[Fathert and five from ImmdllMothet correspond_to_the[Ten
Martyrsiwhoselsoulsiwerel ¢lothedlinl these Ten Drops_jof seed| Thelfive GevnrotllJudgments of Abba [[Father were
RIAkiba/R[Shimon b Gamliel/ Rl Yeshevavt thel Scribe/ R.[Yishmael b Elishal thel Highl Priestt andlR.. Y ehudalb.
Bava. And it seems| to el that thisis theitl precise_odrder,becauselR.LAkibalis thelln171232w Ton Ll Hesed of Gevurofll]
the Lovingkindnesslofl Harshness[svhilel R.[Shimonb.[Gamliel isTn11232w 7231 Gevnrahlof Gevurollithe Harshest
oft Harshness. U f tthellorderl_expressed by the Sha'art HaGilgulind is_lindeed Jprecisel_then R.[JY eshevavt ithel Scribe
represents 1IN111232w nRonl Tifferer of Gevnrotllthel Glory ofl Harshness,[anlaspect with! thel power to overturn the
HesedILovingkindnesses{[forcing R [Akibaltoldccede his tightness.
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PrefaceltolMishna 15

The book, Mei Hashiloach (N ol 11 Deut. Ki Tavo) reads thelverse, (Deut!27:22) “Cursed is_he who
liesl withl his| sister,” asl referring tol thel |Asher/ becausel Asherl hadl tremendousl abundancel and' a
surplus_to hislheedsas s discussed inl Vol L1L(Ex. Terzaveh). Anyonesvholhas suchlalsurplus_of good
things| is_in danger! lof thinking theyl don’t_ Ineed tol work for it; that theirl lovel ffor Godlis so
fundamental it resemblesl thellove between brotherl and! $ister, as is explained about thel verse, (Lev.
20:17)*Alman/wholtakes his sister, ¢tc. [it isla HESED [ theyt shall bel put toldeath.”I Thatl islwhyl it is
said [ ICursedLis helwhollieslvith his dister.’
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Inlmy opinionwhat this meanslis that! the source. 0fl Asher’s soul comesl tolhim/ from[ that'aspect of
theldivinewhichllongsl toldrawldown! the[IMIRIDOAA I Light [[yawl ]S hefd lIAbundance and 1017271
Deveikut 1 Closeness_toGod, tolapproachl God, eachlindividual, at his ot hetl source As twe  tead,
(Cant.[8:1)F‘Oh/if onlyl someone mightl makel you mylbrother, hursed at my mother’sLbreast; ifl I
found you butdoors Il might kiss_you_there, and holoneltwould $corn me.[1 could bring you to_my
mother’sthouse.” Inl thelcommentarylof the Malbin it is interpreted to_mean; I1f onlyl thel following
twolconditionsiwerelmet, 1.) That Il might escapel froml thel shackles_of_ my. physical body! tol ¢leave
unto_myl Creator whenever I havel Expanded Consciousness; that I hot bel required_first tol divest
myself_ofl myl physicality, tol fall intol 4 deathlikel sleep.. That Il belat 4 level ofl connectednesslwith
God, aswas. Moses_ whol ¢could movelintola stateLofl prophecy while still in his'body, withoutl terror
otltrembling [[2.) That Ilbelat suchld level with Such/ perceptionland awareness.ofl God thatt God will
teach' mel His Torahl and WorshipltvhilelI aml still in myl body.[ That Godlteceivel pleasure from me;
fromlmy. meditation and teasoning.T And becauselall thisrabundanceland surplus_could bring himl to
al carelessness. bornl ofl familiarity, thereforel thel Torah warns him [fCursed isl he swhol lies swithl his
sister.”
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Mishna15
Enthroned thelletter [ 13[[| Tzadi inl Gulping' and| tied it a2 crown,  combining theml with/ one
another and forming Aquarius'in Olam[IWorld, Sh’vat'in Shana[Year andl thelintestine in
Nefeshl[Soul of maleland female.
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Gulping: Inlmyl opinionl this tefers tol R Tarfon, asiwwel tead in thelWritings of thel Remal of Pano, (Yonat Eleni 63)

‘Knowl that [l Tarfon has the Gematrid[INumerical Value of IJnwnllIMoses =[B48. Thel spiritual aspects_ of

Solomon werel femininel byl comparison to thel spiritual levels_ofl Moses. And corresponding tol thel 1000_gentile

women! [Solomon married] R.[Tarfon betrothed 1000Lvomen! inl dnel day duringfa famine $ol that hel ¢ould feed them

TerumalhIPriestlyl Offerings.” 1t seesm that R/ Tarfonl tepresented Asher, aslit is written/ (Gen.[49:20)_As for Asher,

hel bread is_ fat.”[And as Rashi/ (ibid [39:6)_explains, His  Bread [[[Refers  to his wife Theselarel thel 10003vomen_ he
betrothed inl 4 singlel day.
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Preface tol Mishna 16
The book, Mei Hashiloach (N ol 11 Deut. Ki Tavo) reads thelverse, (Deut!27:25) “Cursed is_he who
takesld bribel tolslay anlinnocent $oul, Tas teferring tol thel Tribelof Naftali about swhomlit is written,
(Gen[49:21) “Naftali is 4 swift hind.”Thislis 4 warning to him| not! tol hurryl 4 favor! tolhis friend
before the right time. And not tolbelamazed atl thelgood fortunelhis friend is_enjoying, forl to dolso,
may!_causel himl harm.This_is called taking a bribe; being astonished at_ good! fortune/ even’ his
neighbor’slgood fortune.
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Inlmytopinion what this'meanslis that the  sourcelof Nafatali’s'soul ¢comes to himl from! thatiaspect of
thel divine whichllongsl forl ¢cooperationl and unification withl thel fest_ of his'brothers, all together as
Tribes of Israel This sl thel chiefimeaning ofl thel hame, Naftali is expressed.in thel verse/ (Gen.[30:8)
“Aldivinel binding havel Il been bound, wherel it is_ understood. tol have_ thel samel toot as Tefilld 1]
Prayer,and Tefillin[[Phylacteries. Inl thel<vritings of thel Ari[ (Iikutei Torah Num.) e read, Whylislit
that!inl thel firstt chapterl ofl thel Book offt Numbers_thel census_ofl eachl tribelis introduced swithl the
phrase,/ 1173351 Li» nei/T'Tol The Children Of.IBut whenl ultimately  the Tribe 6 f Naftali is counted the
versel simply begins[ 1132 1] B %ei [ Children Of.[ Thel reasonlisl straightforward [ Know, swhenl the
censusLofl Israel xwasl takenl they went around thel entirel Israelitel camp,[standing at’ thel doorlof ¢ach
tent, tecording thel toll of peoplelinl the ¢great ledgert by name.[Soland so, sonlofl soland so[of Tribe
X[And solon/ throughout the entirel camp, until everyone’s_hame, from all thel Israelitel tents, twas
recordedlin’ thelledger. They  then! tookl thel ledget! containingf all thel myriads_of people’s_hames, all
mixed together, and beganlsorting/ throughlit, éxtracting thelcensus.of ¢achl tribeland transferring the
informationl ontolal separatel register; every! tribel then hadlits_own.[They teadl froml thel big ledger,
announcing, fSoland so, son_ bfl so_andl 50, belongs_inl thel censuslofl Tribel X, and it was_ duly
recorded inl thel tribe’s  ownl tegister. Thel processiwent on until éachl tribe’s individual members'had
beenlsorted outl of thelbiglledger intol thel tribe’s bwnl tegister, intil ¢levenl tribes werel sorted. Once
elevenl tribes_ ahd been sorted there remained onlyl thel Tribel bfl Naftali. Naftali did hot require
transcribing intol 4l separate_ tegister, they werel already written out. Oncelall thel btherl tribe’s_ hames
werel temoved it was innecessary tol startlanother register/ Sol they announced thel censuslof Naftali
without! having| tol do additional arithmetic. Oncel they had removed all other hames the temainder
wasl the censuslif Naftali and another count was hot heeded.[Thusl they announced,[ 112321 B e [
Childrenl off Naftali are’ thel remaining humberl and[ thisis theitl count. The other! tribes had to be
counted bncel they were inl theitl bwnl tegister, hencel thel phrase,11°32%1 Ly nei T ol thel Children of
Reuben/Tolthe Childrenlof Simeon, ¢tc.’ Inlmy opinion therelis a deeplsecret hinted at herelin
thel Lurianic. teaching, alerting uis_ tol thel profound mystery. at_ the root ofl thel soul of thel Tribel of
Naftali Theylwere uniquelinl that they werel counted inl theirl original places,inl thel very ledger where
Moses, Aaronland princelofl theirf tribelhad recorded them.[Theyl didn’t tequirelany  sort ofl transfer,
and femained inl thel original ledger. So, therel remained. fixed within/ theml thel impressionl of their
connectionl toleverylother! personlamong thel éntirelIsraelitel camp; anlimpressionl that was(lost tolall
of thel btherl ¢levenl tribes/ That’s.whyt thel geniuslifl thel Tribel of Naftali is_ to belonl thel samel teamlas
everyonel else. Thislhatl the Mei Hashiloach means swhenlhe says thatl therelis a dangerl oflhimlbeing
amazed_ atl Somelgood fortunel of hislownl o1 his_ heighbor’s[Because Naftali was still impressed with
theloriginal observation recorded by Moses_as_helwrote himlintol thelledger; 4 ledgerlwhichlhadlthe
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samelspiritual tesonancelas theloriginal Tablets 6l the Ten' Commandments. Thel original Tablets did
not contain thelxword, 11291 ToA[IGood /It wasn’t heeded. It was_onlyl thel second Tablets_of the
Ten Commandments whichl contain thelsword 112301 Toxd [IGood, which[ twasl hecessary in  order to
fix all thel rage.[ As 3wel feadlinl thel Talmud, (Nedarim[ 22b)SIf thel Jews had hot sinned theysvould
onlylhavel teceived. thel Fivel Books of Moses_and thel Bookl of' Joshua, containing’ thel orderl ofl the
settlement. ofl thelland.[Why! is_this? It is written,[ (Eccl.[1:18)_¥Forlin. much/ wisdomlis_muchl rage.”
Naftalil could still bel amazed by, 12301 T [TGood happening tol himselfl tol tol someonel élse, a
reaction whichl mayt ofl itselfl bel damaging.[ That islshyl the[ Torahl warns, ‘Cursed is_he[¥whol takes a
bribe tol slaylanlinnocent soul.”
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Mishna 16
Enthroned! thelletter [1p[[] Qof in/ Laughter and tied it a crown, combining’ theml with/ one
another and forming Pisces in Olam[[World, Adar in Shana(llYear and thelspleen/in Nefesh
[[Soul of maleland female.
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Laughter: This tefers_tol RLChutzpit thel Interpreter| as_wel read inl thel book, Sefert Halikutim| (Gen. 1V ayeshev 37)5

Naftalilwasl teincarnated iR/ Chutzpit thelInterpreter. This s whatis hinted at in thelverse[ (Genl49:21)FWholgives
beautifulwords.”
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PrefaceltolMishna 17

It xwas said about_thel tabbi[ R.[ Levi Yitzchok 6f Berditchev,[duthot ofl thel Hasidic ¢classic, Kedushat
Levi[thatthelhadltheldoullbff RLAkiba b.[Yosef[About R. . Meit 6f Premishlanlitlwvas said thatlhelhad
thel soul_ofl Joseph. About R AvrahamIYehoshua Heshl ofl Apta/ that_ hel had thel soul ofl King
Solomon,wholwasl teincarnated in'R. Tarfonlas:mentioned inl thel previous:MishnaR.Levi Yitzchok
saidlaboutl thel Holy Yid, R. Yaakovl Yitzchok of P’shischa that hel hadl thel soul of Rabeinul Tam
(Jacoblben Meir Tam/ grandson_ofl Rashi ¢.a. 1100..1171) 3wholwasl called Taml tolindicate’ that he
shared_ 4l soul withl Jacobl_thel Patriarch, knows_as Isi Tari[1Straightforward Person/ (Genl 25:27).
Both of them[ had married twol sisters, and thel Holyl Yid alsol married twol sisters._ R[ Hershel if
Zyditchovisaid of himself/ thatthe had thelsoul 6f R.Yishmael b Elishal the! High/ Priest.. Froml these
hints it would seemlthatl the[ Patriarchs|the[ Tribes and the[ Tanaimlof the. Mishnal and thel Amoraim
oflthe/ Talmud werel teincarnated in/the students o f thelholy Ba’al Shem[T'ov.
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Inlmylopinionltwel should belablel tol identify the twelvelswhol tepresent the T'welve Tribes described
inl thisl chapter,) and correlatel theml 3with thel twol sets_of six_ mentioned here. Morel informationlis
needed.
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Mishnal17
Twolarelsavage, twolexult. Twolarelmirthful, twolare thrusting. Twolare predacious, two_are
trappers. He madel theml likel adversaries, arrayed theml like 4 war. This_ alsolinl contrast to
this.
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Savage: Thelword haslhol sourcelinl Scripture,/ hinlessit s, (Psalm(114:1) 9*When/Isracl went out of Egypt, thehouse

oflJacobl froml dlbarbarous people.” Thel Targuml 6fl Onkelos! franslates! thelsvord as Barbaric. Rashi comments:Try4([l]

Lo’ezt[IFromlamongl 4 people withl 4 foreignlanguage Al similatl word ¢an bel found in’ thelverse/ (Isa..33:19)9You
will nollonger seel thosellllry1a1INo eglISavagel people those peoplelsith dan hinrecognizablelanguage.”

DL B9 DBY "D . D13 135 1D INHPI 0 555DM (*H '3 'H SHIE) D50 PEOD3 B 3P ,HIPN3 T B PH 022 HY .40

Exult: Does not appeat in Scripture. Thel¢losest is thelverse, (I $am.[2:1) *“Then Hannah prayed and(said, Mylheart
exultslinlGod.”
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Mirthful: Its sourcelis thelverse[(Isa.24:8) T Thelnoisel of the mirthfullhasceased.”
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Thrusting: In Ch.[1Mishnal 6. therelis teferencel tol thel Endl[lly wallll Na wrzt lnsertedlintol thel Beginning [ (see hote,
ibid.[Tkit[ loc Inserted) Thel sourcel for thel word is thel werse/ (Isa[ 55:13) FInstead ofl thel 1] y1eval] Na atzurzi 1]
Thornbushl shalll comelup thel cypress.” The thorn! thrusts_itself into swhatever it touches/ (see alsolibid [ 7:19) There
may_ bel hnothet interpretation tol thelsword I1o>2¥13 11 No aszin [ based onl thel verse[ (1 Kings[ 12:6)_FHowt do_you
counsel”lThe[Radak, (ibid.)_.comments; Whenl youl discussl_this_among/ yourselves, howl o youl considet counselling
me?
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Predacious:[Theltoot ofl this'word first dppearsiin Gen.8:11/“andloan dlivelleaf forn  off in‘her mouth.”
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Trappers: Theltoot of this word first appears in Gen.[10:9°HelWvas d mighty! trappet beforelGod”
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Mishnal18
Three mothers, sevenl doubles_and. twelve_ simples, thesel arel the_ twentyl twol letters_with
whichl founded, Y”H, YHV’HL TZABA”OTH,. ELOHI”M_ICHAYIM,  ELOHA”Y! Israel,
E”L.SHADA”I,/High and Exalted, WholDwells Forever, Loftyland Holy'is. His Name
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Founded:[Seelabove, (Ch.1.Mishnal11)twherelit is éxplained( that from the threelofl them,d.e[from Breath,[Water

and Firel Hel founded His Ma o [1Abode/3vith thelaction hnd intermediacylofl thel supernal treatures/ the Ofanini 1]
Wheels, Serafini [1Burning Angels and Chayot [1Livingf Creatures,[ etc./ Herelin this Mishnal it is beingf explained! that
through! thelmediuml ofl thel 22[etters. God founded His Holyl Names. Not that thelletters_comprising thelsvord are

thelName tather! that thel combinations_ ofl letterslarel filled with holiness. That thelletters ofl thel Name, theit! Mi/uyl 1]
Letters. Written AsLWords, their Tzzrufiim [1Permutations_arel all filled with' God’s Desirel they! contain. This is_the

meaning ofl the[ Talmud, (Shabbat1052) R.[Y ochananldaid I believe the the first word ofl thel Ten Commandments,
UroarlLAnochill am God your Lord/is.a Nozarigon of thelphrase/1In°am* n2°n> *xwoi RIXLArd Nafshai Kativit Y abavit
[T Myself havelwrittenland given.”” TheWritten Torahlisat thel level ofl Gevurahl[IMight, ecause é¢very book,
chapter/line andword is_counted precisely andl éxactly andLlit! is_ forbidden toladdl ot detract thel slightest bit. 1f one

letter is_missing froml 4 Torahl $crollit is Pas#/I1Unusable[Sol the meaningf ofl thel phrase,11n°271> n2°n3 *Xwo1 KX
And Nafshai_Kativit X abavit [11] Myself haveltwrittenl and given,is that God  tonstricted, so_tolspeak, His essence and
put it intol thel Torah/ in $writing.[ (seel above, Ch. 1V [prefacel tol Mishnal 6)[ This is_thel meaning Yesod [[Fundament,
God/ soltolspeak, pouringl Himself intol and[ throughl 4 tonduit towards_i1s. Sol thelletters arel called O#yot Yesod 1]
Foundation Letters/becausel they represent thelconduit through which the[Divine flowslinto thel O/an W orld, Shana
[ITimeland Nefesh lISoul ThelSephirahlof YesodIFundament is thelgatheringf and bunching ofl all potential into one

placelbeforel shootingl but into thelsworld tolattain theirl potential. In' Ch.[1[Mishnas 8/9[10and 11 [welsverelgiven a

descriptionl ofl thel¥vayt in which thel Simplel DesirelisLexpressedlinlal particular order/ First as Ruacl Hakodesh IIHoly
Spirit] comprising Voice, Breath ind Speech, then Ruac/ 11Breath, comprising thel 22 letters, then MayindllWater,
comprising Chaos,/Void,/ Mudland Clayl representing thel substantiationl 0f thel Simplel Desire And finally Es/llFire,
comprising thel Throne ofl Gloryland thelMinisteringl Angels. The threel ¢lements ofl Breath Waterland[Firel together
comprise Ma 'ond ITHis[ Dwelling{ Place, twhich welbaid, s thel Sephirahl of Yesod [[Fundament.[The swordl131va1]
Ma’ondIHis Dwelling{ Placel¢anlalsolbel teadl12wmnlMe:’Avond IIFrom his sin. Thel Gematriallnumericallvalue of 1]
1y T 172 = thel Gematrial ofl 1777011 x”on(11Sin” nd Forgivnesswhichl s thel Placel ofl God’s Pleasurel inl the

mysterylof Bringf Anl Atonement ForrMe’[dswas éxplained above, (Ch. I Mishna 4) dt length.
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Y”H:ts sourcelis thelverse, (Ex.[15:2) 1Myl strength and song[isY’H [and He hasbecome myfsalvation.”[Seeldbove,
(Ch.dMishna 1) swhere/it is éxplained that the Name, 72 [[IIY”’H [ fepresents the. diminution of the Thronel of Glory
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until suchl time ds thelmemoryl ofl Amaleklislblotted out. It Wwas tol this_¢nd that the/ Ten Martyrs,aslan ¢éventin world
history occurred. [ Aslwel tead inl the Pirkei Heichalot| (Rabbati 5:4)SR.[Yishmael $aid[“That day was Thursday,/swhen
the bad hewsl_camel from Romel kaying that thel Jewishl noblemenl werel to bel arrested. {ibid. B:4)_R.[ Chanina b.
Tradyonl thus_acquired thel royal crown and reigned over. Rome, masquerading as’ thel Emperotf Lupianus/ forf six
months.[ During that period el hadl killed,” somel six thousand government officials, onel thousand per month.
Lupianusiwasl tesurrected in thel form ofl R.LChanina b.[Tradyon andldisplayed! tol thelswholelofl Rome, whereupon he
wasl ¢astlintolal firel and killed  Then helwas| tesurrectedlagain/ andlagain/in the[bodyl ofl eachl of the Jewish Sages who
had beenlsentenced toldie.”
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YHV”VUTZABA”OTH: Itssourcellislthe Jverse,[|(ILJSamuel 11:11)1“Shel Imadella lvowl JandlIsaid/ [ “YHT "]~
TZABA”OTH IITL.ORDLofl Hosts, if Y oulwill indeed lookl_onl thel affliction_ bfl Y ourl maidservant.”Although the

Jewish Peopleldrel teferred toléatlietin thel Torah a7y mxaxlITZI1"OTHYH1”HIHosts.ofl God [ (Ex.[12:41)

“Andlit camel tol pass, at thelend of thel fourthundredland thirtylyears, ¢évenl thel samel daylit cameltolpass/ that all the
HostsLof. God_ departed froml thelland ofl Egypt.”(see Ch. 1. Mishnal 1 ibid/ Mishnal 9, ¢itloc.[ 12 letters) In_my
opinionl thelletters arellikelhosts, Inl tanks  ofllines andl ¢olumns troops,groups andlassemblies. This_explainsiwhy! the
word [Inwaxl1TZAB.A"OTH is_tomprised_ofl thel twolivords, !N Xax[11TZABA O Army. bfl Letters, because
onellettert onlits.dwnlhas hol power,/likelan individual soldierWhenl they arelgrouped andlassembled they increaselin
power and potential [Hanna inherlprayer, quoted above, dwakened the power ofl this Name, andwasltewarded with a
child,Samuellthe/ Prophet wholoutweighed Moses and Aaron, ds it isiwritten, (Psalm[99:6) 9 Moses andl Aaron among
Hislpriests, and Samuel among thoselvhol ¢all on His hame, ¢all hpon God[and Helanswers them.” Weltead in the
Talmud, (T2’ anit 5b)_Samuel said to. God,[Master ofl the[Universe[ dolYoul considerl mel as’ Moses and Aaron/ that

youllhavelritten/ Mosesland Aaronldmong His priestsletc?””
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ELOHI”MLCHAYIM: Seclabove,(Ch/1.Mishna 8) Therelsvel explained thel following! The  questionis asked, how

darelSwelhscribel organicl processes tol God, surelyl anyl talk bfl 4 Livingf God s inappropriate? Obviously, thel title

Livingf Godlis tself a metaphor.Lifelis thel¢volutionary medium¥vherebyl God achieves His purpose, defined as the
fulfillment 6f the[Simple[Desire. Allconsequences and effects of the decision tolfulfil His Desireldrel called Life.
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ELOHA”Y[Israel: God oflIsraclts sourcelis thelverse, (Gen.33:20)¥Helerected anlaltar there[proclaiming [him)]
E I 9xw> > 198 Eloba ) Israel, hinting at thel tabbinical feaching that thellikeness of Jacob’s facelis ¢arved on the
front ofl the Thronel of Glory/ Nachmanidesl (ibid.) ¢xplains it thus] Understanding/ this verse[kabbalistically [t is like
the homiletical midrashl suggestedin the  Talmud (Megilla 1 8) SHowl do3vel knowt thatt God called Jacob, SE/? 1t is
written,proclaiming [him] E [ Elobaysraeli.e. Eloha’yIsraellIGod of Isracl proclaimedhim/[Jacob] E/Therelisa
tremendous mystery_hidden in this'teaching[mentioned inlin  the Midrash,[ (Gen/Rabbal79:8) inl 4 slightlyt different
version, ‘Jacobl$aid/ Y oulbel God bnl high'while[1lam God belowThinting 4t thel famousl teaching that thelimagel bf
Jacob’s_ffacelis_kcarved onthe[ Thronel lof_ Glory, meaningf that' the Shechind _dwellsin thel Holyl Land/ Whoever
understands will understand.’
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E”LISHADA”I:It sourcelis the verse, (Gen[17:1)FGod appeared to. Abram,[dnd said tolhim/Ildm E"TISHADA"T;
walk before. me/and belperfect.” Therelis d well know! teaching! from! theltebbe/ReblSimcha Buniml of Pshischa, (see
PriTzadik) Gen1) ThistName hints_at thel teaching! from! thel T'almud, (Hagiga 12a) T 1»wllSHAD.A"I/ 1 Am He
whol kaid ol thel world, F71*3L1] Da I Enough!” Thel universel wasl_expanding onwards_until God shouted at it,
‘Enough!”and stoppedit.TR.[Bunim’s_teaching is this; Sincel the. purposeof Creation tas_ $ol that $entient ereatures
might recognizel God’sldivinity, God told theluniverse, SEnough!T1t is sufficiently evolved that anyone, dbservingfit
fromldny perspective/¢an deducelGod’sldivinity/ | Oncel Abram/ after’ observing! thel3vorld/ had tecognized God’s
divinity /it waslonly natural that hel sawt thel King [[Kingl of Kings standing éver him.
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Highl and Exalted: [Its_sourcelisl thel Verse, (Isa.[6:1)[Inl thel yearl of Kingf Uzziah's deathl 1l sawl God_$ittingf onl a
throne, high' and ¢xalted.”
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Dwells Forever, Lofty and Holy: It sourcelis thelverse, (Isa.57:15) 9 Wholdwellsforever,/whoselname is Holy,”
DIMB 35997 5D DY TOE DN PN INE D HPMT L MW .53

His[Name: [Thelphrase,‘HisINameis_ ¢chosen tost particularly[becausel God’s Namelis first ol bel foundedlwith the
22letters, ds hasbeen discussedpreviously.
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Preface tolMishnal19

In[Ch.[T1/Mishna 6[weltead,[For He is 4 singularl mastertswholhas nholsecond.”In Ch.1I.[preface  the
Mishna 2 wel tead from thel Midrash, Otzyot D ’Rabbi Akiba/ that everything having tol dolwvithl God’s
Namelhappenslinltriplets, never inlanother form. Althoughlwel generally hold thatwhenever thereis
a plurality_ thelminimumlhumbettis two,Wwhenlit islin referencel tol God wel find! this is hot $o[ With
regard to Creationand Divine/ Names, thel minimumlhumberiis_three. [ With| this/ tulelin mind[¥e ¢an
understand thel Talmud, (Menachot 110a) Ravi said tol R/ Shimi b.[Chiya,[‘Gentiles tefet! tol Himl as/I|
"1 Elohd D’Elohd*god’s. God. T Althoughl wel alsol tefet tol Godl s, o 1ori »"19R[1] Eloha”i HaFlohin,
God_ of gods/ (see[ Psalm[ 136:2) Praisel tol thel God ofl gods, his Lovelis_forever, neverthless_ there
existsL 4 subtlel differencelinl thel wayl thel twol terms arel ised.. Wel arel particular tol emphasize the
plurality in thel gods. Thel Targuml (Yonatanlibid.) translates 1o n9xal 1 HaElobind T Ro19R1 Elohayd I
gods in thel plural and hot TI1x9X 1T Eloha, as did the Gentiles mentioned in thel Talmud, in the
singular. That makes twoland not_ three. Ourl traditionisl that' hothing exists'in the world inl $maller
numbers thanlthree/ ¢xcept fort GodwholisiOnelwithoutla second.
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Mishna19
Trustworthylwitnesses_ arel three in.humber. Each onel of them/standslalone as_ they testify to
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(Midrash[TOtyot D Rabbi AkibaVersion 1 section 1) Another  éxplanation. Why! s it written withla single/ Tetter and
pronouncedasia threelletter word?Becauselit is beingl compared tol Godlwholis.Onelds it isWwritten (Deut/[6:4) Hear
OUsrael/ Thel Lord butt God, The [ Lord isL One [Godlis Onel but thel teadingl bff Hisl Namelis' donel3vithl tripartite
letters And howl dolSwel knowt thatt God sl Onel and that eévery Namel and praisel given unto Himl is alwayslin the
triplicate?l Well, it isCwritten Hear (Ol Israel{ Thel Lord, outl God, Thel Lord/ (- 7737> vra>x a7 IIYHV’H
ELOHEIN”ULYHV”H) .Y oul$eel4 triplicatel Name [ Bimilarlyl (Ex[33:6) Lord, Lord,/ Merciful God and gracious, 4
triplicatel form [ Similarlyl (Deut/10:17)LGod ofl gods and Lord of lords/ thel Great God, also 4l triplicate form.”And
howldolyou know! that all praises said before[Himlarelsaid in triplicate form Well it is-Written (Isa.[6:10) Holy, Holy,
Holy/[TheLord of Hosts ¢tc., also a triplicate form.[Similarly (Psalm[145:3) ' The[Lord islgreattand very praiseworthy
and therelislnol fathoming[ His greatness, also al triplicate form [Similarly (Ex(15:1) Then did Mosesand the. Children
ofl Israell singl this song tol God[saying{ 1 will $ing{ to. God_ ¢tc., alsolal triplicate form. Similarlyt (Cant 1:1) ' The Songl of
Songslthat is'Solomon’salsolal triplicatel form. Songfis singular, songs are plural alsingle plus a plural equals_three/a
triplelsong,.
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E”L, that Helis' Onel and has nol second. These  arel them, Olam World, ShandllYear and
NefeshllSoul.
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End the/Fifth[Chapter
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Trustworthyl witnesses: Its_sourcelisl thel werse, (Isa.[8:2) 1*And Il#will takel to. Myselfl trustworthyl witnesses_for
testimony.” (seel Ch.[WVI.[Mishna[1[¢it.Toc.[ Witnesses)
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Threelin number: Theselarelthel threel books named inl thel first Mishnal orf thel first ¢chapter; ¢chronicle[account and
natrative; past/present and future.
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Helis[Oneland has no second: Above/(Ch/1/Mishna 6)welread, Helis a singularl mastet who has nolsecond.’
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OlamlWorld: Above,inl Ch.1[Mishna 1, weldiscussed how! thelhistory ofl thel world is likela booklwhoselwritingl is

done/Ifl someonel holds thel booklin their hand but does not teadit, thenl thel story islhot 4 story, it is_nothing but a

pile_oflinkl stained papersibound together. Thelstorylwill onlyléxist when someonel reads it Solit is, ¢very ¢vent[large

ofl small, froml thel Very first act ofl Creationluntil the énd ofl thellast act drelWwritten in the/ Book of thel Chronicles df

Humankind.[Thisis thel meaning of OlaniIWorldj éverything/ alll existencel from beginning{ tol éndJand évery eévent
fromlthelbeginning.
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ShanalllY ear:_ Above,inl Ch. 1. Mishna 1/ ¥wel discussed howleverythingfis' comprised of trumbers and formulae. [ The

languagel of thelbooklis mathematical; Taws_ofl nature, ¢alculations/ tatios and sums.[Nevertheless/ thelstoryltold in the

numbersl s identical to thel harrative wwrittenl inl thel first book.[Thel humbers,j thel equations_and formulael arel all

written inl thel present tense; heither! inl thel past[ horlin thel future/ becauselin mathematics_all events occurlin the
present/fow.
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NefesH[ISoul: Above/in Ch/1[Mishna1[wel discussed how! ¢cruciallis thel teadet tol the[bookl and thel harrative The

natrativelis_feminine, it tepresentsl_ thel futurel ofl thel book. Forlwithout reading! thel harrativel thel booklis merelyla
collection ofl papers and ink. Thelnarrativelis the/ futurelofl thel book.
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