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Chapterl Two
W PID

Preface tolChapteri 2
Concerning/ thelletters, wellearnlinl thel Zohat! (Vol 1..231a)[9Ttlis written (Gen 49:6) Letinot mylsoul
belincluded inltheirl secrets/ among theitl gatherings belnot mylhonorincluded etc.” R.LAbalopened,
saying, (Psalms[ 25:14)“God’s_secrets to those whol fearl Him.”[[This_ means that God’s_secrets_are
revealed only tol those those who fear! sin; and thoselvhol fear sinl havel thel lofty mysteries_ofl the
Torahltevealed tol them/What arel thel loftylmysteries ofl thel Torah? Il¥would say/ they arel thel letter[l]
symbol of permanence,alsol¢called thelsecrets.of God/ the holylcovenant.”
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All'thelsecrets ofl our holy Torahl manifest inl dbnel o f twolways, ¢itherlin/the Yesod[[IFundament of the
male ot the Yesod[lIFundament of thel female/ Thislis abasicltule with[whichltolunderstand secrets.of
thel Torah, theyt arel all either D vhurd [l masculine”orl Nukbd I1femininel secrets.. Nol secret! is_ ever
revealed unlesslit is through the.mediumlof another[Either throughlaldeeplor covered (i.e feminine)
mystery, ot ¢lse/ throughla buried or latent (i.e. .male) mystery.[Whenlwellearn aboutl sSomething/ that
it s anlinrevealed, invisible o1 hiddenlit is thel Sephira of Yesod [[Fundament inl 4 malelsecret._ And
whenlitlisLal mystery_ of mysteries it is_ the Sephira of Yesod[[IFundament inl 4 femalel secret. As we
learnlin thel Talmud (Ketubot 64a) 1'Helhas_his desirelonl thel butside, $helhas her her desireLon the
inside.”
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Itlis_al lawt bfl haturel thatl atl thel beginning of gestation,. conception_and formationl ofl everyt living
creature, thel seed or hucleus has_ tol divide. In"human conception_ the! first split_ occurs around. day
foutl btl five] it manifestsl sl 4 holel inl thel tollection ofl cells Somd ¢ellsl contract andl move! tol the
edgeswhere theylbecome the amniotic sacland[placenta forl thel protection and hourishmentl of the
embryo,[dtheridellsigatherat thel ¢enterland growtintolthel.émbryo.[This, first divisionl¢orresponds to
theLconceptslof Obt Makif[ISurrounding Lighttand Ob# PrinilInner Light, andlis hot thel subject of
thisl discussion.. Thel second_division occurs around twoliweekslafter! conception, it manifests_asla
split alongf thellengthlofl thelzygote  This split will continue’ to_ developlas thelembryolgrowsland will
eventuallyl developlintol thel spinal cord etc. This_mirrors_ thel second mishna inl the! first_ chapter, as
was_explained inl thel prefacel there[swherelit twas said  that  thel $pinal ¢ord inl the'humanlmirrors_the
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threadl connecting al personl to his_ Creator, i.e[the Simplel Desire Conceptually' this_ represents_that
axiom knownlas ‘thel original thought withinl thelfinal act’[Desirel passes.through!that thread[thel<vay
it passes_throughl al spinal cord from Kezer Elon [l Supernal Crown to Keter Malkhut 11 Crownl of
Sovereignty.[ Inl the first_ chapteritvel alsol discussed how! both! verbal and sexual intercourse connect
andl unitel separatel people, using thel metaphotl ofl the Milah [I\Word of the tonguel andl the Mz/a/i 1]
Circumcisionl ofl the! flesh.[ Thislis whatl thel Zohar was teferring| tolsvhenl it $aid,whatl arel thel secrets
of the[ Torah, they arel thel symbollllletter 6f permanence, the holy covenant,i.e. the Mzah/ Because
secretsare things onelperson hides fromlanother/and thel tevelation off secretsimeanslthe connection
of peoplelthroughl their Milah. Otot and Otiot [ISymbolsland Letters arel thelstuff 0f communication.
(Seel ChiI Mishna 9 cit.Toc. T'wenty twolletters)
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Nowtel comeltolanother! fundamental inderstanding/ and that is.anfunderstanding ofl the. Sephira of
Da’at 1T Knowing | Al communication tising speechlor! relationships betweenl individuals_happens
throughl thel mysteryLof thel Sephiral of Da'at [[Knowing.[ It doesn’timatter whether it/ is'al man' and
woman_ connectingl in brder tol procreate_or 4 teacher and student connecting inl order! tol study
Torah.[Thelmoment thel purposelofl thel connection andl ¢communicationlis achieved, thelinstant the
student_.comprehends thelsvords of thel teacherl of thelmanland woman! reachlorgasm/ thatlinstant is
thelmoment ofl thel mystery ofl thelSephira of DautllKnowing.[ It is onlylat that verylmoment that
therelis_ manifest thellatent, ulterior motive; thel SimplelDesirelat thellevel of thel Living God, swhich
isLalsol thellevel of thel HolylSpirit. (see Ch T..Mishna 8 ¢it..loc Living God) For example/althoughl a
man andvoman may only bel¢oncentrating onl theitl bwnlpleasure,/ God forbid/and givel holmind to
thelpurposeland MirzvalllICommandment to Procreate, nevertheless, at thel profoundest depths of
their soul atl the level of thel Ulteriorf Motive/ thelintrinsiclsecret/ thelimplicatelorder, therelis a place
of whichltheyl bel quitel inaware/where thel teal purposelof  theirl coupling! islbeing enacted [All their
mind. compelling [ pleasurel swas_ nol imorel thanl & rusel perpetrated byl thel prime, hatural directive
conspiring tol get theml tol thatl act./Because_ coupling is' 4 manifestationl ofl thel Sephiral of Da'af 1]
Knowing whichlis the. manifestationl of_ the Kezert Efyorn[Supernal Crownlinl a physical formlinl the
world Jofl laction, lasl lwasllexplained Ipreviously. |(ChlJI.LIMishnal 13)_ISimilarly, when[Jthel Jstudent
comprehends twhat thel teacher is. communicating, althoughl thel student’s_.comprehensionl mayl be
different fromlthel meaninglithe teacherwasl trying to convey,[perhapslas far as from one extremel to
thelother. neverthelesslatl thel profoundestidepths_ofl theirl soul at’ thel level the Ulteriorl Motive/ the
intrinsic secret, thel implicatel order, therelis 4 placel ofl whichl theyl bel quite inaware,wherel thel teal
purpose_of their studyinglis being ¢nacted [All thelmeaning thel teacherlintended to convey; to teach
that linel of text ot that| tulel o1l conceptitwas_holmorel thanlalmeans,likel allever, utilized by thelidea
alreadytinnatel and/latent in thel mindl of thelstudent whichltwas struggling’ tol manifest itselfl intol the
student’s_consciousness/ atl thel level of (Chulinl 192) ‘Streams swell intol tivers_andl spread.” Rashi
(ibid.)Lexplains thel concept thus: S‘Eachl streaml $preadslinl thosel areaslit is already tised tol flowing.
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ILeleéverylplacelfollows thel pathl oflits particular intellectual éndeavors. Therelwere places in Babylon
wherel people followed. thel customs_of Ravi and Samuel.LOther places_did not follow! them.” Solitt is
inlthe  relationshiplof teacherland student, the Torahl $preads_intolévery place within thel channelslof
its.accustomed flow.[ That is tol say, inl thel mindl off thelstudent things arelunderstoodlinl thel wayl they
used._tol beingl understoodand hotl necessarilyl ivhat! the_ teacher thought wasl being taught.[ This
explains. the. mysteryLof Da 't [IKnowing | it sworks_atl 4 humberl off differentl levels_simultaneously.
And all of thel operatelin the Sephira of Yesod [I[Fundament/because Da 't [IKnowing and Yesod 1]
Fundament are  twolstations on thelsamelline’down(whichl the Simple Desire flows froml thelsource.
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Mishna'1
Twenty twol letters_of [Yesod. Threel mothers, seven idoubles! ‘and twelvel simples. Three
mothers, Alef] Mem!l and Shin,/ founded inl the panl of credit_ and thel panl of debt, withl the
tongue_of decree tips_the scale. between them. Three_mothers, Alef, Mem_ and Shin. Memlis
silent, Shin'hisses and[Alef tips_thelscalelbetweenl them.
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PrefaceltolMishna 1

ThislMishna develops_thelidea ofl thel threelmothers, thelletters IIXITAlef[TnIMem and [wShin.

Thel mysterythiddenlwithinl thesel three letters s that ol thel threel biblical matriarchs Eve, Sarahland

Miriam.

* X[ Alkftepresents Sarahl at thellevel of RuachllIBreath|astvellearnlinl the Talmud (Megilla 14a) 1t
isbvritten, (Genl11:29) Haranl father’ off Milkal andl father 6fl Yiska.” R [ Isaaclsaid, fYiska wwas Sarah;
andwhylwaslshel called Yiska, becausel shel was 17301 Sochd [[IProphesying withl thelHoly Spirit, as
it islwritten (Gen 21:12) ¥Everythingf $Sarahl yourlwife tells.you to do,listen  to her voice.””

* 1 LMenitepresentsMiriamlat thellevel of MayiniITWater[as it is wwritten (Num.[20:1)[I'Miriam| died
there.”“And therelas nholwater! for! thel people.” Inl the Talmud (Taanit 9a) we read, “Thelwell of
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waterl [in thel wilderness] was'in meritl offt Miriam/ When[ Miriam| died thel swell disappeared, as it is
writtenimmediatelylafter herf death,[TAnd therewasnolwater forlthel people.”

Wil Shin tepresents Evelat thellevel of Es/i{[Fire|as twasléxplained in thel prefacel tol Ch.[ 1 Mishna
11 Thel reason Evel disobeyed thel prohibition against eatingl ofl thel Tree of Knowledgelofl Good
and Evilis becausel that was herlinstruction,[written  intolthel element of Fire[shichlshel tepresents.
Herl primaryl command_is_tol disobey’ thel secondaryl commandslswith swhichl shelis_ programmed.
Thatlis thel first commandment Evelislinstructed byt God, ol tebel and ignore hetlinstructions. This
is_thel meaningl of thel element ofl Fire/ for sithout it thel3world cannotlexist.[ That’sLswhyl shel is
called Mother of all Life.
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Wellearn in the[ Palestinian Talmud. (Jer. Sotah 29a) RlJochanan [llinl thel hame 6f R [ Elazar bR Shimon [[$aid, We
don’tfind God $peaking withl anylwwoman!in Scripturel except with Sarahlalone... TR [Biri $aid[ What al ¢ircuitous and
tediouslyl roundabout swayl did_God fashion’ tol tulfil his_ desirel tollisten! to thel talking off righteoussvomen, as it is
written (Genl[18:15) And |God]| $aid, S'Nol but youldid laugh.”” 1Tt is_similarlyt described in thelMidrash Rabbahlin
numerous_places[Note: Thel prophecy ofl Barahlwas fundamentally and dualitativelyl different froml that ofl thel other
prophets.Thel Torahl describes theldialoguelbetween Godland[Sarah in terms not foundlanywhere elselinl Scripture.
Theltext says, 10 ]God]said,[“Twill Surelylteturn to youlat this timelfext year; and behold, Sarah yout wifelwill havela
son.”And Sarahiwas listening atl thel tent door, which was behind him.[1 1'Now{ Abrahamand Sarah werelold,
advanced inhge;Sarah wasl past childbearing.[ 12 Sarah Taughed to herself saying“After IThavelbecomelold [ shallll
becomelyoung myllord beingf old alsor”’[13[ And the/ .ORDIsaid to_ Abraham,¥Whyl did $arahTaugh, $aying,/Shall 1
indeed beartal ¢hild,Svhen T am so bld?1145Is anythingf tool difficult forl thel LORD? At thelappointed time 1l3vill
return[tolyou, at this time nextyear,/dnd Sarah will haveld son.”[15[Sarahldenied it however,saying[IIldid notTaugh”;
for shelwas afraid [And [God]|said/*No/but you did Jaugh.”[Froml thel text it is” ¢lear thatt God wasl talkingl only' to
Abrahamland not to Sarah[Yetwhen thel text tells us God says, No, but youl did laugh. it is-hot preceded by the
usual biblical introduction{$*And God spokel to Sarah | saying.” Now, while T-am/ ot totallyl conversant with all bf
Holyt Scriptureas farl as ITknowl therelislnothingflikelit, thatt God $peakl to someone without thel text first telling s
thatt God $poke. It seems tol mel that what Is being/ said with' thislomission 1S most important. Sarah’s prophecyis at
thellevellof Ruach HakodeshIIHoly Spirit/ which,[ds¥vas explained above[(Chl1 Mishnal8[9) .¢omprises Voice,Breath
and Bpeech/whose beginning tannot bel fathomed notfits_purpose limited. That’sxwhy! the Torah does hot heed to
introducelher prophecy.
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Inlorder tol ¢larify thislissuelSomewhat, tolinderstand howlit might be  that' Eveldid thel tight! thingin
eatingl froml thel Tree bfl Knowledgel bfl Good andl Evil it mayl bel useful tol explain’ thel Mishna
(Shabbat! 2:2)[F*Whoever extinguishesthel candlel becausel bf fearl ofl gentiles,[ becauselof fearl of

> oM

MeilHashiloachl(R.[Kalonymos Kalmish Shapiral of Piacezno) Chukath'1942[(citJoc. Andlso) And o, if Miriam dlso
diedtwith' thel Mystical Kisswhy! then  does! thelverse ot sayl that Miriam/ died at thelmouth 6fl God? And how does
thel statement, Because it was not thel tespectful way! from dnl high’answer this question? Welhavel éstablished. that
Miriaml attained herf ¢xalted level hot as al tesult ofl an drousal from  dn high, but entirely’ throughl an' awakening from
below . Inl light! off thisl it is_ simplyl hot_dccuratel tol say of Miriam/ ‘at thel mouth ofl God’ [ Thel sourcel offl Miriam's
worshiploriginated within herself, flowingf out ofl her[and solit was truly Miriam's.merit that provided thelwellspring,
thel sourcel from which flowed the living holylwater! that sustained all the Jewish people. (ibid.[¢it.Toc While[Miriam)
While Miriaml wasl alive, as'twel said_ above/ shel performed even thosel deeds! thatl shel¥vas hot dbliged tol perform.It
was_obvious|_that thel forcel drivinglherl tol suchl éxaltedlheights ofl pietyltvas_an  exceptional yearning{ that gushed out
from3within her.[Withl it she twvas ablel tolinspirel the[ivhole Jewishl peoplel3vith a longingf tol yearn for God, and to
preparelthemselves properlyltolteceivelthelsupernal Light that dur teacher Moseswas tolbringf downl forf them [ Aswe
havelalreadyt quoted previously from sacredliterature, dut teacher Mosesiwaslequerry tol thel King [ His function[was
tolbringf downl thel Light from Above. But_oncel Miriam died/ thel Jewishl peopleliwerel hollonger ablel tol access_ this
great yearning| andlsol theyWwere hollonger properly. prepared tol teceivel thel Light that Moses brought downl from
Above.

IMHIE BN DNPD 0 NI (1P PAIP) BE3 BT B3 DD ,7H3 5N 01D MIB IS qT7 11T ,qEN PIHDD PR3 HHT> 4

SEH 1O DML IPDTI P N IO NEHID ©7H PH PED SHE DBHED PHIE LMD PHOH PN 15H I35 PONS HEH VI NI

70 536 £ YHTN3 103 1 PEHID ©TH S5HE IF "D DU 3D POIDS TP MWHII HHI MED 1 PIZVY POIH VHN NOH PH3> PPNS

0769 DH PILDY IPED3 EPPEDL £ PSH3 DD DN 'Y M5 S I3VE 3EDPE WD 1H1H WY L5500 1937 b I3D HN D MY

095 INE £1NENH N3 N PITIL ,"D1 IPOH IPED 133H P DNDD 11 DO BE 'ID TENY DN ,INPHN 1D PPNE NED'E

151 1D PTIN D1HY WP DN (H"D PIZND) BE3 HDMHY .DIDL I WY DT JON BPHOH3 15 ,1"D MDD 13PP B NPPEDL
"D 9D H5Y D% MDY, 5o O DD HYD 5 HIDY INH LD

Tifferet Y osefl (Radzyn)_pp..53a Purim{ *“T'olexplain’ thel Talmudic_discussion; (Chullin[ 139b) Wherelis there 4 hint to
Hamanlinl the[ Torah? It isWwritten, Hamin ba'eitz SCanlyoulhavel eatenl ofl that tree fromlxwhich I commanded youlhot to
eat’IDon’titead it, hamin/tather tead it/ HamanReturning tolsvhat weldiscussed above, howt could bnelimagine that in
spitelofl this divinelloving kindnesslit is_possible/ to commit al deed tesultinglin[irretrievableland total destruction. How
canl onel conceive of asin that precludesus froml teturning tol thellight? That’svhat the Talmud meant whenit asked
whathint is[there tolHaman[ (to ¢onceive dfl oneself asirredeemablyldamaged:tr) from the Torah? And answers that it iis
written Shamin_bd_¢itz?’ SCanl youlhavel eatenl ofl that tree fromwhichl 1l ¢ommanded youlhot tol eat?TThe question that
Godisl feallyt askingl Adamlis_this] do jou_ think[ for i moment that youl could have taten fromlhnyl tree, if 1 teally
commanded you ot to_eat of it/ how tould youlimaginel that' youl canl transgress: My commandment/Don’t you know,
isn’tit bbvious, that 1 ¢reated youl forla good purpose?” The neaning ofl thel Tifferet Y oseflislas follows Adam’s eating
ofl the[ Treel ofl Knowledgelxvas_ obviouslyl hot against thelswill of God, and hel did hot transgress_any’ prohibitions.The
chiefl¢lement bfl Adam’s[$in i inl thinkingf that he/was[¢apableldf dcting| ¢ontrary tol the will 0f God [ This¥vas thel subtle
doingl ofl thel kerpent whol used thel cover ofl concealment of  thel divinel tol convincel /Adaml into thinking hel fwas
completelyl¢cut offl from his source [ This éxplains’ thel ¢continuation  of the Talmudicldiscourse! “Wherelis thereld hint to
Esthetlinl thel Torah? 1t iswritten, Anochi Hastair Astir SIwill surelylhidel Myl face. T Dol hot tead it Hastair Astir/ but
Esther.” Becauselinl herf timel thel exact samel thing| becurred.Jews thought, that byl bowing downl tolanl idol theyl had
completelyl cutl themselves_offl from| theitt source_of holiness, thel wayl Adaml and Evel thought And twel learn in the
Talmud, (Ketubot 61a)[Sheltises with him but does hot descend with himl ¢tc.” IR [Elazat said [wellearn that law from
here[it s written, (Genl 3:20) Adaml hamed TN ChavdlIEve because shelis the mothet o all TPAIT ChadLife. [Eve’s

purposelislifeldnd not[pain.

Sefer Yetzira& Commentary © 2007 J. Hershy Worch. Published by the WWW.OPENY ESHIVA.COM (page 5)


http://WWW.OPENYESHIVA.COM

YRSl eyl heT

thieves_otl because of evil spirits, o1l forl thel sakel ofl 4 sakel personl beingl ablel tol sleep, then! their
transgressionl Is_not_anl bffence.” Obadial bfl Bertinorol (ibid)_explains_ thel technical terms_ ofl the
mishna asl follows.S'Becausel of fear off gentiles [Isuchlas_ the Persians whol dolnot allowl people to

burnlanytlights_ or firel except that whichlis' kindled in’ theirl temples.[Because of fearl of kidnappers ]
solthat they nhot $ee_ anyone! there/lestl set ipon/him.[Becausel ofl evil $pirits [thelspirit festing ipon
him [for swhenlhe does not seelhimself it is easier to bear himself.”” Maimonedesl (ibid.) explains_evil
spiritslasla sort of illnesswhichl comesluponlpeoplelwith blacklbilel (wholarel melancholy)svhich'does
not_allowl theml respitel unless_ they arel in" darkness_ andl secluded from[ people.(ibidl imishnal 0)

“Because ofl threel teasonslivomenl arelswont tol diel inl childbirth,[becausel they arel notl zealous with
the MitzvallllCommandment of Nidda/lIIMenstruants, Challah I Tithing dough,land Hadlakat HaNer
[[Kindlingf Shabbat Candles.” Thel questionlis_this.. Whyldoesl thisimishna come herel in the tractate
of Shabbat andhot inl thel earliet tractate of Challah ot thellatetl one off Niddah? Furthermore[Wwellearn
inlthe Yalkutl Shimoni (Lev..15[Remez 571)[9The kindling{ of lights. taught! byl thel tabbis, from where
isLitt derived.Lhowl dolswel learnl that onel bught tol bel zealous_aboutl kindling Shabbat! lights, aslitl is
written,[ (Isa..58:13)[1‘Call_Shabbat! & pleasure.” This refers tol thellights. And twhy waslit_ govenl to
womenl tol performa God said, “Shel extinguished the light ifl thel world, as’it istwritten (Prov.[20:27)

“ThellcandlelJofl |Godlis Iman’s_Isoul,”that’s_whyt Ishel lis_ ladjured ] tolJobservel Jthis Mirzpahl 1]
Commandment.”TThelquestionl thenlis different..THowt ¢anlit bel thatl aslal punishment for sinning she
islgiven’a MitzvalillCommandment.Does that not meanlthelsinner profits?
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Ittmay bel explained iising thel midrash (Yalkut. Gen. 2] Remez[25) whose sourcelis the Pirke ID’Rabbi
Eliezet (Gen[12)[9“Thelministering angels. said tol God (Psalm(144:3_4) “Lord, swhat is_manl that you
knowthim? Sonl of man | that Youl ésteem him? Manlis[likel a breath; his days_are[but a shadowl that
passes_away.”lIGod answered, Al thosel praises swith whichl you adorel Me_onl high he does_more
below! tolhnifyt Myl Name/[andwhat’s_more, hel callsz Names.” When[ thel angels_sawi [ithat, theyt $aid,
‘If wel cannot_tonspire_ to_ bring him downl byl sinning wel will hot bel ablel to overcomelhim. 8o,
Samael twas_thel thel greatestiministerl intTheaven; Chayot have fourltvings, Seraphinihavel $ixxwingslbut
Samael has twelvelvings. Whatl did Samael do/hel took his sect' and descended and ¢xamined all the
creatures_aind found honel among them! wisel enoughl tol bel ablel tol dolevil as_ thel serpent/ aslit is
written[ (Gen[3:1) Thelserpentiwas morelslyl thatl all bther ¢reatures.” Thelserpentlooklikela ¢amel,
so Samael climbed ipland tode iponlit. All thelwhile the[ Torahltwas shoutingl out, (Job[39:18)[ ‘At
thel timel onl highl shellifts_herselfl p,”T Oh Lord, FShel laughs at  thel horsel and at hisl rider.”TIA
parable, to whatl does this_.compare; Told manl<wholhas anl evil $pirit in himl and does whatever! the
evil spirittwould havelhim do/and whatever hel $ays_isLonly what! thel ¢vil $pirit. makes him/ say.[Thus
it waslwithl thelserpent, éverythinglitl did was onlylat thebehest of Samael.”
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ThisLmidrashl contains_threel precisel ideas.[1.) Thel ministering angelslsvanted tol harml Adam.[This
correspondsldirectly. tol thel mishnal concerning someonelwhol extinguishes a candlelbecausel of fear
of gentiles,suchlas[thel Persians[swhol dolnot allow! peoplel to havellights exceptiin theirl temples. This
isLexactly whatl thelangelslwanted, hot tol allow! thellight o f humanityt tol exist, only  that light! they had
inl their realml wwasl tol bel allowed.. And from| thel fesponsel Godl gavel them/ ¥All thosel praiseslswith
whichl you adore. Melonl high [ hel does_morel belowt tol unify. My. Name, and 3vhat’s_more/ hel calls
Names.”lGodWvasl tellingl theml that! they have noltight tolunderminel the man [ saying,[what business
hasld humanl tolsingf God’s praises, praisingl God is_anlangelic.¢ndeavor only Evelsvas thelonelwho
sensedwhatlwasthappening that angelsiswereljealous, thatl theylwere plotting and threateningl Adam’s
greatllightl | What' did shel do, shel extinguished thellight' in order tol protect him/ fromlthem [2.) The
ministering angels. $aid, SIf we cannot_ ¢onspirel tol bring himl downl byt sinning/ welwill not bel ablel to
overcome him.Justllikel the kidnappers.Obadia mentions, So that theylhot seeldnyone there,lestiset
uponlhim.TEvelsensed that thelangels werel conspiring againstt Adaml tolkill him [That’slswhyl sheldid
what shel did,_ extinguishing his light'in ordet! to savelhim from[ them.[3.)[ The.midrash continues, A
parable, to whatl does_ this_.compare; Told man/<wholhas anl evil $pirit in him and does whatever the
evil spirittwould havelhimldo,[andwhatever hel says isLonly what thel evil $pirittmakes him($ay.” This
correspondsl tolwhatl Obadia of Bertinorolsays, “Becauseloff évil spirits Tthel $piritl testing upon him,
forwhenlheldoes hoti see_himself it is| ¢éasier! to bear himself.” Thislis éxactly what happened to Eve,
as.wellearnlinl thel Talmud/ (Shabbat 146a) *“When! thel serpent’ camel iiponl Evelitl injected her twith
corruption.”  Whenl Evel saw! that shel had beenl infectedl withl corruption byl the_ serpent which
injected her withl the'knowledgel of Samael [ (sic Da wAllIKnowledge) therelswas hothing for herlto dol,
shelhad nhol¢hoicelbut! tol ¢éxtinguishl thel lightl so shelmight hot havel tollookiat herselfas'wellearned
inlthelmishna/in[Shabbat.
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From| thisl explanationl it appears_bbvious! that. Evel was_ guiltless_and did hot deservel any. sort_ of
punishment/ Any onelofl thel threel given! teasons would havelsufficed toléstablishl[her innocence. LOn
thel¢ontrary, herlonly intention waslto protectt Adaml from harmlat thelhands.oflangels, Shel deserves
thel feward ofl the Mitzva/i llCommandment ofl lighting candles. because. thel reward for Mirzpal 1]
Commandment islda MizvahllCommandment.
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Mishna'1l
Twenty! twol_letters_of [Yesod. Three_mothers, seven doubles_and_twelve _simples.. Three
mothers, Alef] Mem! and Shin,/ founded inl the pan of credit and thel panl of debt, withl the
tongue_of decree tips_the scale’ between them. Three_ mothers, Alef, Mem and Shin. Memlis
silent, Shin'hisses and Alef tips_thelscalelbetweenl them.
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Letters_bfl Wesod:Also_called Foundation Letters[What this_imeans is thatl thel letters_are_all at thellevel of the
Sephiral ofl thel Tzadik{ Foundationl ofl thel World,i.e Yesod [[Fundament.Becausel the/lletters_themselves_¢connect to
onelanother tol give birth tolwords. Thelletters themselves ¢thangeland permute. through' 231[Gates_in onel direction
and 231 gates_inl thel other direction, as will bel explained Everylletterlis_a blend ofl basicl properties| shape/sound,
vocalization and tone,[ a8 twill bel éxplained Therefore eachl of thel 22 letters is_ packed and crammed Wwithl meanings
and allusionslwhichlis what s meant whenl theylarel said tol filled with Divine Light.[T17IX[II1Obr [ILight has thel $ame
Gematrid [INumerical [ Valuel as 11191 Raz [[Secret/ Thel mysteries_hidden twithin' each letter! arel thel hiddenllight
referred fo. When letters arelbound together into words with tneaning [ then Da ‘a# [[Knowing/is present.
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Mothers: Why_arel theyt called Mothers?l Generallyl speaking, in tabbinic literature, swhen 4l tlass_ ofl something has
descendents/ ot bffspring orf corollaryl that ¢ategoylis known as al Father,| as wel find in the Talmud, (Bava Kamal 2a)
“Sincel thel Mishnal ¢alls’ theml Fathers Jofl damages| byl implication therelmust exist Children [lesser] damages.” " Thus
wel_findl B9 classes of forbidden worklonthel Sabbath lcalled 39_ Fatherl Works/ letc becauselitheyl leach have
subcategories/What thenlis thelimplicationl of. Mothers if ot descendents ot lessetrl categories.? Why does_ thel Mishna
not telllislivhyt it ¢hosel tolcall them Mothers_andlhot Fathers? Obviouslyt therelis_ somel mystery_here, and that is
preciselylthel reasonl that hol teason is given becauselMothers implies_mysteries. Tol paraphrasel the. Talmud, ¥Since
thel Mishnal ¢alls them/ Mothers, by implication therel must éxist hidden and buried secrets.” ' Thel sourcelof the'sword
Mothersis found it Numbers (25:15)[¥“Thelnamel bfl thelWwomanl Wwho was_smitten/ thelMidianite [was Kozbi b Tsur;
hel'was Head |(Oozof)_Mother lofl lthel HouseJofl the IFather, linT Midian.”[IThe Hebrew! word ] 7138 Oomd 1]
People/Nation has thel$ame oot asIInmRIImodllIMothers. In thel commentary[HalC’tavlV’Hakabalah'tol the Verse
infNumbers, this s ¢xplained as_follows. Whenl onel hation tules_over alhumbett ofl bthet hations  thenl theldominant
culturelis teferred to as the OomaliTTMothed inl telation tol thel others| becausel the dominant culturelis as'al Mother
relativelfoher ¢hildren [i.e Motherfolk.
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Founded: The Hebrew! word 1l1110° [ Yesodan [IFounded is_ comprised ofl two words, as though! it has tvritten 11710
1771 Yesod DirIFundaments_of Judgment. Becausel these threelmothettletters arel thel basic.components_ofl all Dz 1l]
Judgment.

POD B 19DH 59 HpMT BTHD 5> HH D70 55 P B3 BTHD 55 915 .;r g5 BTHD b5 ph 17 N (1 'H M3H) HPHTS N7 A3 8
PN ,3NDD D10 3L3EL DD PHnD P H1,Mr 195 TP PP B B ,HP PSP 13 £ IEH

Panlof Credit: Asiwellearn/inl the/Mishnal (Avot 1:6) FJudgeldll peoplelinl the pan  dfl ¢redit.” Theliteral translation of

thel text readsJudgelall of thel person’ étc/whyl doesn’t it sayt judgel eéveryoner Thel meaning is this; Judgelall bf the

person[llhot just thosel parts_ youl thinkl innocent [[lin’ thel pan ofl ¢redit. Evenl thoselparts_of person youl thinkl sinful,

shouldl bel judged. favorably, hot just thoselinnocent partslinl whosel credit youl thinkl the[fwholel personl deserves
clemency.
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Panlof Debt: Do not judgel thel personlin’ thel pan ofl debt. Keeplon looking until you  find something eritorious.in
thisiverylperson’siactitself.
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Tongue: As it isiwritten] (Prov.[18:21)“Death andlifelin’ the hand ofl thel tongue).” Even after an act is finished it
mayLyet _be changed ffroman evil act to_a good onel byl the explanation throughl speech./ Byl _explaining anl act
post factolit may then  bel seenand iinderstood in  quitelal different light/<what wasl originallyl $eenlas an evil maylbe
explainedlandlshown to'have been good.df thel originallintention islhiewly explained and understood, that ¢ab ¢hange
everything, too.[Aslal tesult[it is not thelact Whichlis the final thing but tathet thel originallintent that bnlylcame to
light' at' thel énd [ after thelact. The[Zohat (Vol 1.2246b)Comelsee, Thought is at thel beginning of everything And
becausel it isthought it is insideland therefore hidden and inknown. When thel thought has time and spacel to
propagatel it teaches’thel placelofl thel Spirit, etc. etc. And éven thoughlit isThidden, that $pirit $preads'and becomes
voiceland soundl¢omprising/ fire’and water and breathl etc.[That voicelcontainslalll other powers. It is thelvoicelshich
speaks Al vords and produces! finishedwords becausel thelvoice comes from! that place of thel Spirit[ It comes to
speakl thelword and tol expressstraightforward speech.[When youl ¢éxamine  the levels.youl find it s all one thing; the
thought fwhich'is' Binah TTUnderstanding/ thel woice, the[iword, everything is_one it is the original thought, the
beginning ofl éverything. Thereltvaslhever anylsplit| everything is still tied togethet in 4 singlelknot. The veryl same
Thoughtlis tied tolthe driginal A44TINo Thing/nothing haslbeen separatedforever. Thiss thelineaninglof thelverse,
(Zach 14:9)5°YHVHis. Onel and Hisl Namelis_One” [ Thisliswhy! [Naftali is_called  thel one]“whol_gives beautiful
words.”[ Thislis thelbody, the_ end of thelbody/ this is what is'meant byl thelVerse, A fruitful son'is Joseph, a fruitful
son onl thelfountain.”
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Decree:[Thelsourcelof thistwordIpnlllChakis ¢ognatelwithl the word, (Gen16:5)FIlhavelgiven youlmy maidservant
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inlyour Chaik1Bosom.” Alsol (Ezekl43:14) ‘From the Chaik1Bosoml ofl thel earthl tol thel courtyard.”[ Rashil (ibid)
translates the verselto.mean fromlthe Yesod[IFoundation; froml thelground ofl ¢arth.
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Tipslthel scalel betweenl them: Thel phrasel canl bel understood simplyl tol nean! that thel tonguel has’ thel powetl to
incline,[i.e..tolbelincisive/ to_cutl short thel discussion, tol toldecide vhethet! thel panl ofl merit of thel pan’ ofl debt is
heavier. Thelword Iy onlIMachrid Decide stems froml the word Iy Ml Choreid llto bendl the knee.In this context
is_imeans_ tol fforcelonelsidel to_acknowledge ithel superior jweight lofl thel_othert Iside. [Thislis_ howt Rabbi |Akiba
understands_thelword/ (seel Ch[ B.Mishnal B) From the Beraitad bfl Rabbil Ishmael discussing] thel 13 hermeneutical
principals bfl tabbinical exegesis/ (Sifra/ Vayikra, 13[ Princip. Ch/TI[Pisk. 7) it_appears_that therelis 4 difference of
opinion between R Akiba and R Ishmael as_tol thel meaning ofl thel following/ principle.S“Two_Verses_ contradicting
onelanother, until a third verseL.comes_and 1y 10nlIMachrid IDecideslbetween them.” R [Ishmael brings an ¢xample.
Howso Onel¥erselsays “God cameldownon Mount Sinai” [another versel says_S‘From heaven God madel youlhear
Hislvoice” [Then tomesl thel third verselS‘For froml heaven I spoke3vith you.” This  teaches. that God brought the
highest heavens_downl iponl thel mountain andl spokel3with' theml froml there Rabbi Ishmael sees_thel third vrerselas
forcing{d compromiseland makes peacelbetween thel first two. R.LAkiba has anotherlwaylofl lookingf at it. Wellearnin
the Mechiltal (Exod [Bol4) 9R._Akibalsays, onel ¥erselsays, Slaughter the[ Paschal offering{ to. God youtt Lord, sheep
and_cattle.” Another versel says, S‘Froml thel $heepand from! thel goats you should takelit.”[How $hall welteconcile
thesel¥ersesrY oultnust say [ thisis the tulelin the Torah twolverses ¢ontradicting one another, dpposing onel another,
let them bothl temainl in abeyance_tuntil 4l third ersel comes_ andland 111 ¥>33m [ Machrid ITDecides_among/ them.
Thereforel thel verse_ comes_and says, ‘Reachl andl takel yourselves 4 sheep_forl yourl household) and slaughtet! the
Paschall bffering.”l Al sheeplfor thel Paschal bffering and not cattlel forl thel paschal offering.”l Froml this  teaching it
would seeml ¢cleat! that R [Akiba doesinot believel that thelis 11y mllIMachrid lldeciding is 4l peacefull reconciliation.
According{to R .[Akiba theldecision may beld forced tuling ¢compellingl onelsidelto submit fol the weight ofl the other.
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Memlis silent: Memlis the/Tettet ofl Miriam [ thelletter 0fl Water [Tt was froml the[Well ofl Miriam/ that the Children  df
Israel tookl their waterl during/ theirfwanderingfin thel[Wilderness for 40lyears. (seelabove Chl1 . preface tolmishnal 10)
Watet tepresents thel forcelofl stasis. This éxplains thel sin ofl Miriam; shelwasl tryingf to preservelthel status'quolin/the
marriagel 0f Moses and Tziporajust as'she attempted to preserve. the arriagelof herl parentsrf AmramandJocheved
andthat oflalllthe Jewish People, dsivelteadlin the tidrash (Exod Rabba 1:13) [Thelletter Memlis silent s’ wel tead(in
the Torah (Num(12:9)#Godlwas_angrylwith themétc. [ In that text weldon’t find Miriaml $peaking{ hipl for herself to
God/inselfl defenseNevertheless, God did not judgelher in thel pan of merit, a $in[is recorded againsther' and she
was punished with(leprosy/ thisis thepan ofl debt.

D75 503110313 937 55 PuLd HID £HD OB (MO DN D7) H'™ LN NP3 'H PID M MY ,EH D3 ,OW 03 :np1w 7w 14
WD PIE BN 2D PINF IHEN DLW PIDND DINNF B MM MEIBY LN PNE 0BEN ('3 D "1EY) DI PPIE M P
D 7906 (O ) PEHI3I) DIBD PN DD DML NS PPN I™ME DY (0 ' PEHIZ) ,OPEND IV DWD3 DO DIMIED
D5 DTN DOHES DIIED DN HI DE3H Ind NN EP3 SHE DIPIL N NHED £MD DEHD INHM PED PhHF IN DLH)
PNSY £XE3 D) MO P3N ,BEN HY qH D NN 1Y ©M3 YTOD 3503 'HE £V DD OENE DHHE ,PIF G5 I PH 93P
"D DLPN DPEVE DN, DB 5L HHH L HLI INDD HE MIM PN N3 N DHLD BY PWEDIN .DIND PPSTM DT ,I4D

Sefer Yetzira& Commentary © 2007 J. Hershy Worch. Published by the WWW.OPENY ESHIVA.COM (page 10)


http://WWW.OPENYESHIVA.COM

Y EsoINT orplhmyTheo

PN PR 1300 0501 P (*H " PHIP) H'"75 N3 Wwh

Shinl hisses: [Shinlis thellettert 6f Eve, thelletterl of Fire[ (seelabove  Ch/1l preface tolmishnal11) Firel tepresents the
power ofl changeland dynamismlin nature¢ompellingl ¢hangelin all thingslagainst theirlwill Shinas al hissing sound/is
cognatel with! thelword! (Isail 5:2) S‘Hel plantedLit TIpaw 1S horeik [[Vines.” Rashil (ibid.) éxplains. the[svord Shoreik to
meanvines éspeciallylgood for ¢climbing| thel trellises WIS horeik [[Vineslthen wouldbe similarf fol the teferencelto
thel Tpoa Wl S 7igini [1Vinesl seen byl thel butler inl thel dream (Genl[40:10) Thelletter Shinl sl then hot only a hissing
sound but dlso d vinellikelshape [ (Genl3:13) *God thel Lord said tol thelwoman/what is this thing you have done? And
thel womanl said,Sthel serpent deceived el and Il ate.” Godlasked herwhyt $hel had eaten and shel defended herself
withl 4l tationalization Obviously [ God decided to 3veigh her! judgement in thel pan of merit forl althoughl a sinl is
recorded against her, hs_it islswritten,” God baid,[ fIl3will increasel yout pain” andl your labotrl when youl givel birth to
children.T neverthelessl no_angett is” recorded against_her/ Inaddition, wel arel told that women arel givenl three
commandments ds dl tesult of herl action. Challah Niddah and Ner S habbat[which proves that the harrativel islcomplex
and nuanced,and islhot simplyt thel talellofl a svoman bringing about thel downfalll6f man/ Forl el havela tulel that we
donot dllowt thel ¢riminal tolbenefit froml the proceeds of thel crime [Onl thel¢ontrary, the teward of a MirzpahillGood
Deedlisanother Mitzvah and vicelversa/thel teward fortan Aveirall$inlis another AveiralEve’s actwaslat thellevel of
(Eccl10:1)FMorelprecious thanwisdomldnd glory is dlittlelstupidity.”

99E 9ppS 905 ,099365 HH DILS SHE H DMIPOL N IMH5 DL EPOPY (11D D™ PEHIZ) ;D1 D3 ,IIE D3 :¥>IOM PR YER 15

1'DE H5) DNIDY IPIMDE DMIIT MDY DI G35 TIPD OMP 7 SODHY DD B3 IMED TIPS INID PH IWOD HM ,INH)

nHY 156 DD GHD IINHE DL SY D3P InhH IN5 DEPY DN3T S DL H5 BN ,qH 11O MY BEN H1 950N D> ©I3T INWD

2936 ©9I3OY DMIPD P3 VO IIE YLIDOL DHISDD HID VMEN3 DNNHI LIBN PO INH> IEDH MO > DI Hd HEI I
DM5) 979373 DOM3 OVE IPLYE

Alef tipsthelscale: [Aleflis thelletter of Sarah thelletter 6fl Air/Wellearn (Genl[18:15)*Sarahldeniedit,saying,” God
didlnot ask hetlanything/ godlwwas $peakingl to Abrahaml only. Helsaid, "Whyldid Sarah Taugh saying{ ¢tc.” It was Sarah
wholinterrupted_thel conversation_ between Abraham and God withhett eavesdropping hndl interjection/ without
invitation/Nevertheless| GodLdecides to weigh! thel scalesin her! favor,/and interpretsher words favorably and not as
a blasphemy/ and nolsin bt wrath is tecorded against her and $helis_hot punished. Question! Whyldid_God $ay' that
Sarahlhadl said "How_¢an T havela child when 1 aml so_old,”vhen she did hot sayl that? Perhapsl it is.an éxample of
thel 1Jy19m1] Machrid ITDecision discussed in_outl imishna. Sarah balanced thel scalel between God and Abraham
accordingf to thel teaching 6f Rabbil Ishmael, shelmadel peacelbetween thel twolsides/ tather! thanl tippingf thel scaleslin
favorofl onelsidel of another?
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Mishna 2
Twenty Twolfoundation letters, He carved them, hewed them, weighed them, tefined them
and substituted them.With' them Helshaped/healed thelsoul of every! [existing] creature
and.every! future ¢reation.
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Preface tol Mishna 2
After outlining thel original threelmothert letters, Alefl Meni and Shin/i.e [ Air/ Water and Firel which
comprisela sortl bfl basicl matter! constituting thel basis_ofl all_ material things_inl creation, thel text
returnsl tol thelbeginning tol ¢expandluponl thelletter A/ef] which represents thel¢lement off Air|as/was
explained J(Ch._1..Jmishnal 19). Two, breathl from[ breath Hel carved landl hewed with[ it thel 22
foundationlletters/etc.

2 mawnb anonD
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Thelletter T[] A4/ef mayt bel compared tol thel heart! in| the ¢orpus_ofl thel 22 letters. Whilel thel letter
Yud may bel thelbasiclshapelout of whichlall otherletters are formed./ ThellIX[[1L4/f comprises a1
Vawith AP Yud onléither sidellikel this: (»17) inlthreel¢olumns./Thisis thelsecret of thelletter TN

Alef[which tepresents Godlwholis thelll1?R1LA/fIChief 6f thelworld, ds wellearn[in thel Midrash(Tl]
Otyot_of R Akiba. It seems_from! thel swords_ofl thel midrashl that this'is_ how thelletter A/f was
understood aslit. describes: 9GodLlis_¢alled Oneland His hamel ¢consistsLof 4 triplicatelof letters. How
doswel knowt that Godlis_Onel and! that' every. Namel and praise. givenl untol Himl is_always_inl the
triplicate? Well,[it s twritten Heart OlIsrael[ Thel Lord ourf God ThelLord, (- 9™ 1"»95H "1
YHV”H ELOHEIN”ULYHV”H)” The! threel consecutivel Nameslin thel verse are likel thel shapelof
thelTIRTA/fWwhich ¢onsistsLofl A T IV a3withl A 1[0 Yud onl éithet side (*37).The mainl thing to
remembertt is_ that therelis_hol partnershiplin God and hol second element, and that withl the! first
manifestationl of plurality in thelworld therelappearsd minimuml of threeland hot two.[So that ¢ven
thelvery first letter tolappeatt comeslinl 4l tripartite_ formlinlits shape asiswell aslinlits description, forl it
islwrittenl[n”D 37 779R1LAkfTLamed T Peb.
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(MidrashITOtyot ofl R.CAkiba, Version 1[$ection 1) 5 Another explanation. Whylis it Wvritten with[ 4 singlel letter and
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Concerning/ the shapeloff thelletter,wellearnlinl the/ book, Megalehl Amukot, (Va’etchanan,[Ofanl162)
“It islknownl that with[thel creationl ofl the/ world [before thel sin[of Original Adam, thelletter IX[[IThad
thel shapel thus: "7 [ becausel thel central lettert Vavisvaslupright likela_ column.[Thel two Yuds were
likel eyes_on either sidelofl thelletterl Vavitepresenting thelnose/inl thelmysterylofl the ParrzuflIDivine
Facelof Manlin thel mystery ofl the Shiur KomalillDivine Dimensions.[IThislis  thelmystery of thel two
letter Yuds in thelsord '@’ Yitzar (Gen 2:7) ¥And God formed thelman.” The word 7% [1 Y7zzar Il
Formed, is-twritten[$withl twol 11221 Yuds [ 1t wasl only  afterl thel sin that thelletter .A/yf wasl forced to
inclineland transformedintol the familiarlletter wel know, Wwherel thel two Yuds takeltheir placelon top
and below! thelline formed(bytthe 17a2.”
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pronouncedaslal threelletterl word? Because it is beingf compared tol Godlswholis' Onelaslit is written (Deut 6:4) Hear
OUsrael/ Thel Lord butt God, The Lord isL One [ Godlis_ Onel but thel teadingl 6fl Hisl Namelisl donelSvithl tripartite
letters Andlhowl dolswel knowt thatt God isL Onel and that eévery Namel and praisel given intol Himl is_alwayslin the
triplicate?. Well [ it is_twritten Hearl Ol Israel[ Thel Lord, bur God, The Lord/( - 9" Y% DMDIIYHV?’H
ELOHEIN”ULYHV”H) .Y ou_s$eel 4 triplicate. Name . Bimilarlyl (Ex[33:6) Lord, Lord, Merciful God and gracious, 4
triplicatel form /[ Bimilarlyl (Deut 10:17).God ofl gods_and Lord. 6fl lords thel Great God/ alsolal triplicatel form.[ And
howldolyoulknow! that all praisessaid beforelHim drel said in triplicatel formeWell [it islwritten (Isa_6:10) Holy, Holy,
Holy/ThelLord ofl Hosts ¢tc., alsolal triplicate form [Similarly (Psalm[145:3) Thel Lord islgreattand very praiseworthy
and therelis ho fathoming{ His greatness, alsolal triplicate form.[Similarlyl (Ex(15:1) Then  did Moses.and the. Children
ofl Israell sing{ this song tol Godlsaying: 1l will $ing to. God_¢tc., alsolal triplicate form.[Similarlyt (Cant 1:1) ' The Songl of
Songslthat is'Solomon’salsolal triplicatel form. Songfis singular, songs are plural; alsingle plus_a plural equals_three/a
triplelsong,.
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(Zohatt Vol 1[26b)IR [Elazat $aid [ ‘Father, bnel day 1lwvas in the study houseswhen 1 asked the friends/ What did R.
Akiba meanwhen heltold thel threel comrades. entering paradise/ "Whenl youl teach thel placelofl purelarble, do hot
saySwater[water/ lest youlendanget yourselves; s/t isiwritten (Psalms[101:7) Whosoever speaksllies_shall not stand
before. My _eyes’? I Meanwhile, thel sagel ofl sages arrived andladdressed  thel group, saying, fRabbis, what areljou
studying?1 Theyttold him{weldre tryingf tolunderstand thel duoteldf R Akibal to his students Whenl youlteach the place
ofl_purel marble, etc. T Hel told theml therelisl certainlyl bl profound mysteryl herein. And thus_it fwas  taught in the
Heavenlyl Academy. TAndlbecauselit s important that you hot err, 1 twas sent downl to reveal thel followingf tolyou,
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Further in’ thelbook,[Megalehl Amukot, (Va’etchanan Ofanl162) thelauthor explains that thel secret
of thelSefira of Da’at [ IKnowing is thel ¢lement 6f Ruach[IAir /Breath/because thelnosel draws theldir
and. sol connectsl breathl andl breathl in thel mysteryof thel kisses, as wwas_explained above, (Ch. 1.
mishna 9) Thisl¢onnectionis_ thel secret ofl thel letterl Vaviswhichacts as al ¢connector! between words
and utterances.
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Mishna 2
Twenty Twolfoundation letters, He carved them, hewed them,weighed them, tefined them
and substituted them.With them Helshaped/healed thelsoul of every! [existing] creature
and_every future ¢reation.

whichlis anl utmost ystery, hidden froml alllwwho livelinl this generation. Theyldre most certainly. purelmarblel stones
and it is froml theml that purelwater! flows and theydrelhintedlat in thelletter M /fat the beginning and end [Thelletter
Vailextending between theml tepresents_the Tree ofl Life, and whoever ¢ats_of it lives forever. and thoselare thel two
Yuds hinted at inl thelword 1@’ Yirzat (Genl2:7)And God formed thel man.” (Thelword [ Mx» [ Y7rzat [IFormed, is
written withl twol L] L[] Yuds.) Thesel arel thel two Yerziras IlFormations, thel formation ofl thel supernals_and. the
formation ofl theltmundaneTheselare the ChokbmallWisdomlat thelbeginning and the ChokbmallWisdomlat thelend;
thelmystery of ChokbmdlIWisdom.Thesel arel definitelyl thel mysteries from! thel supernal ChokbmdllWisdomlwhich
liesbeneathl Supernal Kezer[lCrown.[Theyt correspond. tol thel twoleyes inlwhichl thel twol tearsiwell onl thel great day.
Whytdoltheyltest there? Becauselthey tepresent the Torah Which flows from(these twoltablets,which Mosesbrought
downlto thel Israelites and fort vhich they werelhot wworthyland which ¥verel smashed and fell to. thel ground.[This is
whatled tolthel destruction of thelfirst andlsecond Temples. And whyt did theyt fall [ becauselthelletter Vavi flew out of
them[That Vad being the 1 alinl thelord 1198111V a’Yitzar IIIAnd He Formed, (Genl2:7) [ Thenl theyltverel given
anotheriset from! thelsidelof the[ Treelof Knowledge ofl Good and Evil [Andlit s from! therelthat the[ Torahlwas[given,
withlits_ permissionsl and__prohibitions, withl lifel onl thel tight and death bn’ thel left. That’'slwhyl R.LCAkibal told his
disciples, fWhen youl teachl helplace of purelarbleldo hot $ay/ ‘water/water’ [ Helmeant tol tell themnot to ¢onfuse
those_twol stones_ofl_pure__marble_ (with theltwo Yuds_of 17a’Yitzar/ Supernal Chokhmad IIWisdom and mundane
ChokbmallNWisdom) Wwith thel other stones,d.e [with lifeland death. Forlit is froml that placel that wellearn (Eccl.[10:2)
“Thelwiseltnan’sTheart s to his tight, thelfool’s_tolhis Jeft, land what is'more, youlmaylendanger yourselves, because
theltreclof knowledgelofl Good and Evil exists in 4l statel of duality whilel thelstones of pure marblelexist inla state[of
unity [without anyl dualityor $plitting. And if you argue that the Treel ofl Lifewvas_ removed and shattered, and that
there[howl_exists_ some_sort_ ofl split in[itsl place, It iswritten (Psalms 101:7):Whosoevet speaksllies shall hot stand
beforeMyleyes’,therelisnolsplit there dtall.
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Megalehl Amukot (Ofan162) 3°Thislis thel $ecret of thel guotel (T.B..Chulin 60)*All b ¢reation manifested in their

appearances, knowledgeland stature/ (i.e.[fullyl evolved)”’Andl thisis thel secret ofl thel versel (Psalms 119)FYour

righteousnesslis_tighteous forever.” Because thisworld wasl ¢reatedtvith - P78 - TzededIRighteousnesswhichlis'a

Notariqon ofl the words [ anmip’ anyt niraxIltheir Appearances/ theil Knowledgeland their! Stature/ which

represent 17mwa 111 woalll Nefesh, Ruach and Neshama Appearances tepresents NefeshIIMind. Knowledgelrepresents
RuachTSpirit/Stature tepresents Neshamall$oul [(seelthere)
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22[Foundation Letters: Thoselabout which¥welsaid above (Ch Iltnishna 9) that the/ letters arel hewn froml the Ruac/ill]
breathl from/ Breath,Wwhichl ¢camel from! thel driginal Holyt Spirit ¢tc. Thosel 22 letters_ ¢omelin thel strength ofl thelletter
Alef of thel threelmother letters.
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Hel carved them:[Inl thel mouthlwith' thel tongue.This s thelJ/ef about whichlwe said in thel previous_mishna, it is
thel tonguel ofl decreelwhich! tips thelscale between Men and Shin Whenlyoulattempt pronouncel thelletter 4/f alone
without d vowel sound. it is impossible because the A/f has nolsound oflits. own.It heither hisses hotr hums. Thisis
whylthe Afis considered thelsourcelof all thelletters. Because, ds waslsaid previously (Ch.1.[iishnal 8 cit/Toc. Living
God) thelsourcelof thelthingfiswherelit ¢annot belseen/$eeldbove (Chl mishnal 1) Carving s in thel Sefira of Malkhut
[ISovereignty [which[is_ thel feminine/ Seel preface tol thel Tikunyl Zohatt (p.p..17a)linl thel Speechl ofl Elijah§ Yesod [
Fundament is thel énd ofl thelbody, thelsign  ofl thelHoly. Covenant. Ma/kbutllISovereigntylis thelinouth, thel Torah of
thel Mouthlis howL it is_known.” Becausel thel tonguel parallels_ thel malel sexual organ swhichlis_ thel end of thelbody
whichlcarves[Meaning; thel221etterslarelcarved into MalkbutISovereignty with thelpower df the A/l in thelmystery
ofl theltonguelwhich ¢arves them/dlll andlmakes/themlall sovereign.
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Hel hewed them:[ Al source forl this_tan bel found inl the versel (Isa 51:1)*“Lookl tol thel tock from xwhich you iwere
hewn, to the:wwomblofl thel ¢istern whencelyoulwere gouged.” Wellearn in the Talmud[(Y ebamothl 64a) R Amil says,
Abrahamland SarahlWwerel both sexless, as it is written, ook tol thel tockl from which youlwere hewn/ tol thelswvomblof
thel ¢istern whencelyoulwerelgouged.TRashil (ibid.) ¢xplains thelword hewnl to_ meanl that Abrahaml was hewnlal male
organ/Thislis ¢ongruousiwith what was said abovel (Ch. 1..mishna 9) Hewingfis' an éxpressionof theltemoval of the
superfluous,tol¢reate dnl¢mptiness thereby. Thelmanner dnd shapel dfl thelhewingitself is'not of importance, it isjust
a means_to_an"end. In[ Abraham’s ¢aselhewing Imeans_ thel temovall ofl his foreskin to makel toom for holiness The
rock fromWwhich youlwere hewn then means! thel ¢ircumcision of Abraham [Helhewed(themin out{ text/ means that
God ¢ircumcised thelletters, Helwas T9n[] Mo/ Circumcised them, whichl alsol anl expression ofl $peaking. Making
themlinto Chasadin/TKindnesses like that off Abraham.
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Helweighed them: Al source forl this_canl bel foundlin thelVerse {Gen 23:16)[*Abraham weighed forl Ephronl the
silver.”[Rashil (ibid.)Léxplains[that Ephron tookllarge/Shekels ¢alled Centrin (Centenaria =lmonetaryxveight équal to
100,000_Roman sesterces bt shillings) as’ thel text says, Abraham weighed but fotl him coinagelaccepted byl traders
anywhere/ Whatl Rashil is_sayingf is” that' thosel coins_werel ofl silverl bullionl instantlyl tecognizable! to_anyone, even
someone_unfamiliar with foreignl currencies. Thel purityl ofl thel silver madel them! prized byl all traders_evenl though
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theyl didn’tl tecognizel thelinsignia o1 indicia stamped_onl thel facel ofl thel toinlitself[ Metaphoricallyl this' means that
Abrahamlweighed ¢ach coin separatelyltather than weigh' 400 dt once. Heldidn’t givel Ephronalpackagel 0fl 400 ¢oins,
rather ¢éachl bne wasl subject tol examination as' thoughl there[¥wasl somel suspicion it mayl ot bel bonafidel purelsilver.
Rashi with thel wordl L 1 wapl L] Centrin 1] Centenaria) is_alsol hintingl at thel word Kantrin [stinging] chiding lor
quarrelsome [ EverylShekel stood onlits.own L KanterIIIAs 4 Rebukel to Ephron for hislmeanness..Abraham/weighed
themlinl thelScales for! thel sakelof Sarahlwholis the A/kfdf RuachIBreath dslwas éxplainedin thelprevious mishna.
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Helrefined them: Thel source for thislisl the verse, (Prov.17:3) “ThelllgenllMeszareflICruciblelis for tefiningf silver

and_ thel smelter! for! gold,” The word IqasnllIMeszaref[ICrucible is thel ¥essel in whichl thel tefiningf off silver. only! is

done/ Thel Smeltet is_ forl gold bnly. In thel ¢ontext ofl our mishnal then! thelmeaning is as follows.. God $was 15121

MetzarefIIthem, meaningl Hel madel thelletters intol al cruciblel for! thel tefining| bf 1101 Kesef [ Desire. becausel the

word [17oal1] Kesef [Tmeans. both silver and desirel as it islwritten (Gen 31:30)[9Now, youlIwvent, because youl 117031

1npo21 L Nichsof Nichsafta [Iwere Desirously. Desirous_tol teturnl to_ yourl father’sthouse.” Thislis T7fferef [ Glory, the
level oflJacoblthe patriarch.
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Helsubstituted them:[Thel source forl this is thelverse, (Gen 22:2) 9*And go thel the Land ofl Moriahl and offer him
upltheirias a burnt offering ¢tc.” Theltabbislarguel about thel meaning of thelsword 1l Moriah. [Rashi (ibid.) says
Landl bfl Moriahl meansl Jerusalem, hsl it is_ in[ TI' Chronl B, *“T'o[build  thel Housel ofl God_in Jerusalem on Mount
Moriah.”[Othetl commentators_find theltoot of thelsordlin thelword T1mlIl MoreA I Teaching because the Temple
waslthelplacel from whichl thellllx17 LIHora @ IITorahl Law was taught tol Israel. Targuml Onkelos| translateslit as the
placelwherel thelincense was_offered byl ¢onnectinglit with! thelsvord [1mlLIMor [IMyrrh and Nard/ Rashbaml (ibid.)
explainslit thus; [T mIMoriali means_thelland ofl thelEmorite, as thoughlit had written Emoriah[Many other Alefs’in
Scripturelarel missinglinl thisway. 1t seems_ tolmel that 11>l Moriah comes_from! thel root in the Versel (Levi27:33) 11
n a3 oXWU V" iwd Homair X a’mir IFor i hel does_exchangel it/ Becauselin fact Mount Moriahl¥vas_ thel place vhere
Isaaclwas_éxchanged, And anotherltvas slaughtered in his_place.The  full ¥erselteads, *“Helis hot tol be concerned
whether it is. good bt bad, hot $hall hel éxchangelit] ot if hel does_exchangelit| thenl bothlit andits_substitutel shall
becomelholy. It shall not bel tedeemed.” Theléxchangelof Isaaclwas doneldt thellevel of GevuralillJudgment and Dzl
Law.[This[is[Fire[swhich ¢comes from Water.
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Helshaped/healed:[Theltext does-hotdaylMx 1Yoz IFormed, (likela pottet forms_clay) but tathet T Tz
whichlhasits $ourcel the verse, (Ex'4:25) % And Ziporahltooklall1M¢[[l Tz IFlint, ¢tc.” Most_ commentators translate
thelword to mean a sharp stoneswhich Ziporah took to s as alscalpel tol performl thel ¢ircumcision Asl it is¥written
(Josh.[5:2) FTakeyourselves sharp swordstones. [ In thelbook Hak’tavi V’Hakabalalit is'¢xplained thus/In  the[Midrash
oft R Shimonlb.[Yochail (LechlLecha 93) it islxwritten, fWhat s 119981 Tz 1t is 4 balm [Tt vould $eeml that this
midrashltelies_on thel connection between thisword and the same word used in Jeremiah (8:22)1s therelislnolT*1x]
Tzari[1Balmin Gilead?” 1t is_sometimeswritten Iwith thel Cholom Yowel sound as/in the[verse[ (Ezek 27:17)5‘and
pannag/andhoney,and oil/dnd 181 T7ord Mbalm. [ Thel taking{ of the Tgurfaslin T And Ziporahltook a1 Tzur,”
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maylhctually’ meanl that shel tookl $omel incensel toots and healing/ herbs toltisel as a4 balml for placing onl thelswound

after thel ¢ircumcision, tolprevent éxcessivel swelling and bleeding.[Inl thel ¢ontext of our mishnal the word means both

cuttingfandlhealing/ for that is the[uniquel propertyt oflletters, that they ¢an belhised tol¢ut sharplyl o heal gentlyldt the
samel time. This is 4 miraclelofl God’slmaking.
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Withl them:[ Thel Hebrew tword 11732l Baber translates eitherl as finl them’ o1 Swithl them’ 1t is' used thel sameltvay! it

usedlinl thel text Above, {Ch/ 1 mishnal 5) IAnd His word is_inl them,Tmeaning that God cuts'and heals insidel them

ratherf than simplylwithl them.Thelletter .A/f contains all thel other letters. And ¢achlindividual letterl ¢contains within

it all thel possiblel permutations_of thel potential shapes of. things. 1t is s though! thel $pirit 0f every possiblel thing| is

alreadylwritten and sSealed intol the[haturel ofl thelletters.[As forf éxample, thel seed ofl thel treelalready ¢ontainswithin
itselfl dlblueprint forl thel designl df thel twolideas whichlwill bel¢xplained ds follows.
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Thelsoul of every! [existing] thing:[ A.) IThel hereditaryllifel forcelhidden insidel everything inl éveryl tree  that has
grownlsincel thelbeginning of ¢reationuntil how! tolgivelbirth tol this tree Alll6f them havel put thei own DNAlinto
thelseed that producedthis tree. They éxist withinit likeld soul.
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Thelsoul of every future_creation: B.) Thel$eed contains withinl it everything hecessatyl tol the ereation ofl al hew
tree,Las thoughl thel hewl treelwerelalreadyt designedland foretold in thel seed. Solit is wvith| thel generation! that will be
born aftert it/ from thel$eed that will growl onl the treelwhich has not yet grown. It s alsotvritten into this seed like a
soul.[What! this_meanslis[that insidel eachl bnel bf the! 22 letters thel entirel Creation from beginningf to end is already
written/ Becausel éachl letterl contains[wvithin[itself all other 220 etters" andl all theirl potential and power. Thisis_the
secret of RuachIBreathl which tomes fromlthe Ruacl Hakodesh ITHoly  Spirit, (seel Ch.[1.[imishnal 8) 4t thellevel of
Ebobint ChayiniIThel Livingl God Wherelall thel Lifel Forceland all Existencel comes froml that level ofl beingf at' the
root.oflalllife[and éxistence.
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Mishna 3
Twenty Two foundation/letters, carved inl the voice, hewnlin/ breathl and fixed in the.mouth
inlfive places. Alef;/ Chet,/ Heh and Ayin in the throat (gutturals). Gimel,/ Yud, Chaf and Kuf
inl thel palatel (palatals). Dalet,/ Tet' Lamed, Nun and Tav in_the  tonguel (linguals). Zayin,
Samekh,/ Shin,/ Reshl and Tsadi inl thel teeth! (dentals). Beth,/ Vav,, Mem and Peh inl thellips
(labials).

‘A mawn
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PrefaceltolMishna 3

After'describing howlthel 22 letters.¢comprise and ¢ontainlall possibilities, permutations and potential,
that is' tol say, thelmysteryl of thelletter Akf =[1 Alf 1000, thelRuach/Breath from Ruach/Breath
described above (Ch.[1..Mishna 9) [thel mishna how! comesl to describel their structureland how! they
arelall combined withinl thelletter A/efI Toldolthis properly ourl mishnal tefersback tolCh.[1.mishnal8
wherel thel letters_hadlmorel embryonicl forms teferred to as Voice/ Breathl and Speech; thel first of
manyt triplicateslin Seferl Yetzira[Here  they! receiveld broader exposition. Voice, Breath' and Speech
arel thel equivalent of A/kf, Men.and Shin[Breath[ Waterl and Fire Thorax, Abdomenland Head [ All
conceptsiwel will beladdressinglater inl this book.[Voicel¢omes ot only fromlthe throat,butlalso out
of the tesonanceland movement of thel diaphragm,abdomenland stomach.$peech ¢comes hot only
froml thel movement_ ofl thel mouth, butl alsol from! thel brain swherein thel swords arel imagined and
visualized, as has' beenl explained.[(Seel preface. tol Ch.[ I mishna B.) Ruach/Breath comes_hot only
froml the/movement of dirl aslal tesult of breathingl dut of thellungs,[butlalsol fromlthe Ruach Hakodesh
Holy Spirit svhichlisl thel sourceland toot of all Life. Every onel of the 22 letterslintegrateslall these
three ¢lementsiwithinlit, Voice/Breathland Speechlin thelmouth.
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Inlthis'mishna thel subject discussed ¢oncerns thel fivelphoneticlfamilies. Theyl ¢orrespond to groups
of fives, (2. x5 fingers,[ 2 x 5 Commandments, 2 X[ 5[ Sefirot.. Ch.[ 1 mishna 2) between shich there
existsa covenantlin thel tongueland flesh. Thelsecret ofl 2 x[5lis ¢xpressed inl thelletter Tn7nll] Hell as
will bel ¢xplainedlater.
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Mishnal3
Twenty Two foundation/letters, carved inl the voice, hewnlin/ breathl and fixed in the.mouth
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inlfive places. Alef;/ Chet,/ Heh and Ayin in the throat (gutturals). Gimel,/ Yud, Chaf and Kuf
inl thel palatel (palatals). Dalet,/ Tet' Lamed,/ Nun and Tav in_the  tonguel (linguals). Zayin,
Samekh,/ Shin,/ Reshl and Tsadi inl thel teeth! (dentals). Beth,/ Vav,, Mem and Peh inl thellips
(labials).

3 mawn
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Twenty Two Foundation Letters: Thoselletters_alreadyl described inl thel previous mishnal as'all beingf contained

within' the A/kfind the Alefinl alll of theml asl part ofl thel secret 0f the ruach/breathwhich’ comes_ froml the Ruach

Hakodesh/Holy Breath[ Thel letters_ tomelin sets bfl five[ as wellearnedl Abovel (Chl 1. imishnal 2) Note, thel breath
accompanyingf the/letter Asf fwhich has nol breath oflitslown) comes from thelletter Heh =[5.
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Carved: [Carvingf is always_associated 3with thel Sephiral of Malkhut1Sovereignty 1t suggests a spiritual concept or
subject dswas taught above, (Chl1.[tishna 1[¢it loc Carved) MalkhutlliSovereignty s seated in thelmouth aswellearn
froml Elijah’slspeechlinl the Tikunei Zohart (17a)
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In thevoice: BeforelSpeechwhichlis thelarticulationl of  thelintent in words_coming/ from wordcenters'in the brain,
therelis alreadylan exertionl ofl effort tol teach out ¢oming froml theldesirel tolconnect/ That is thel Voicel referred to
here[That desireldlso manifestslinl thelletters.
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Hewn: Hewing tneans_theltemoval ofl mattet tolmake tooml for the hewn ¢emptytspace/In this'context it suggests the
removal of thelpurely spiritual o makelfooml for thelphysical.
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Inthe/Breath: Breathlislthe[vehicle for the desirelto ¢connect.
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Fixed in thel mouth: That is_ tolsay, thelintent within thelxwordsl constitutes_thel insidel o1 meaningf of thoselords
and_ sentences_beingl spokenlintentionally_ byl thelmind.[ Speechlis_thel vehicle carryingl each person’s thoughts and
intentionslin/theif tnovement, émotionland(life.
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Inl fivelplaces: just as_ therelarel fivel toes on eachl foot withlal covenant ofl Brit between them, ¢corresponding! tol the
letter 711 Heh whichl wasl added to. Abram’s hame, 4s tvas_¢xplained abovel (Ch 1. ishna 12/ ¢it.Joc. And sealed)
so/ similarly! therel exists_a covenant betweenl the fivel fingers of thel hand/inl fivel places in the mouth/ The  breath
issuing froml theltnouth, tepresentingf thelletted 7”7l Hewhichlis the Nefesh/breath, Ruach/spititand Neshama/ soul
oflalll 22Tetters. Thislis what Elijahlinlhis $peechl (Tikunei Zohat 17a) meanswhen helsays“Malkbut [ISovereigntylis
thelmouth/ alsol ¢alled thel Oral Torah/ (Torah She’B’al Pe/ 1164l the Mouth).”[ Now, according/ tol thel simplel flow of
that Elijahl text, teference tol thelmouth dppears out of context. First Elijahl teferred to the tight andleft arms'as Hesed
[MLovingkindness_and Gevurall Might!Next hel called T7fferef [1Glory/ thel torso, then Neszacl11Victoryland Hod 1]
Beauty thel twolthighs/with Yessd[[Fundament thel endlof thelbody, thel$ign/letter 6f thel covenant[Then helsaid,
Malkhut [[Sovereignty is thel mouth, alsolcalled thel Oral Torah[(Torah She’B’al Pe/i1lofl the Mouth) Would it hot
havelbeen more appropriateltol continue, saying, Malkbut [ISovereigntyis thel crown tevealed byl thel ¢ircumcision/in
thel fulfillment of thel commandment of Brit Mila? What Elijahis| teaching{ tis'is/ that therelis'al ¢orrelation and parity
between thel covenant soverning Malkhut [[Sovereignty!inl thel fleshl ofl thel body! and that poverning Malkhut [
Sovereigntylin the.mouth. Andljust as_onelis obliged byl thel covenant tol sanctifyl oneselfl in thelletter! 0fl thel sacred
covenantlinl thel flesh, $o tust onel sanctifyl oneself in the fivel places in thelouth. Al person tust become 41715 ¥
U Ba’al Peb| master_ofl hisl mouthl inl brder tol_puard and sanctifyl his_ speech/ Analogous_tol thel custodial holiness
demanded ofldlpersonlin/sexuality.
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Throat, palate, tongue, teeth and lips: Thislis thel ordertinwhich they! pass from! theldeepest part 6f thel mouth

outwards.[ Thellarynxlis_thel most profound, andl that is_ herel the Shekhind [1Divinel Dwelling Presencelis said to

speakl from, aswel learn/in thel Zohar, (Vol 111.[Pinchas[235a) Andlit islswherel thel letter 1173711 Heh comes.from,
togetherlwith Alfl Chetand Ayin.
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Mishna'4
Twenty twol foundationl letters setl intol thel wheel inl 231/ gates. The  wheel turns front and
back.[Anlindicator of thislis that/ therelis.hothing higherlinl Good than[pleasure, and nothing
lower inl Evil than plague.
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Preface tolMishna 4

Afterl explainingf thel secret ofl thelletter He/iwhichlis thel spirit/breathlmoving the A/f throughl the
tivel phonetic families, thel mishnal comes! tol teach howt all thelletters_resemblel gates. throughltwhich
thelSimple Desirel flows
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It s writtenl (Isa 55:8)[‘Fort Myt thoughts_arel hot your thoughts, T In thel Zohar (Vol IIILbb) it is
taught,[ Myl thoughts?[llithelsvordlis written'inl thelsingular,without the [“zlindicating plurality My
thought;[ al singlel thought.[ It is virtuallyl impossiblel forl A human! tol graspl thel concept_ofl God’s
thought, 4 Singlel thought;_ a thought alone, unaccompanied, followed o1 repeated.. Becausel the
natural statelofl thelmindlis that whichlis_never $till evel fort 2l moment/ It’slimpossiblel for thelmind
not tol thinkl countless_thoughts, évenl thel person himself is unable tol keepltrack ot count of them
all. Butt God’s_ thought islabsolutely.onelonly. One mayl not évenl teflect onl this thought.. Andlwverelit
not for Isaiah thel prophet havingf already. compared God’s_thought tol our ownlswelsvould hot be
permitted tolcomparel themlin' parallel” And solit islwith the[matterl off Will and Desire God’s is the
simplel andl elegantlyl singlel desirel byl comparison to_ours_whichl arel almost_infinitelinl theirl variety
between! thel¢reepylcrawlylbaseland blazinglylmagnificentland holy.
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(Zohat VolIII[5b) (Isaiahl55:8) 9‘Forl My thoughts'dre[hot yout thoughts,/norare your ways My ways.” Myl thoughtsis
spelled TP nawnnllwithouta “arComelandsee God’s'Thought is theltopdnd beginning dfl ¢verything [Waysdand paths
emanatel from/ that thought/ in"order tol present! thel Holy. Namel and_ éstablishl it properly From that divine_ Thought
issuesl thelirrigatingl waters ofl the Garden  ofl Eden, tolxvater all things. That Thought maintains. thel highest and lowest
creatures. It giveslexistencelto the[Written Torahland the/Oral Torah. Al person’sl thought!isalso thel beginning of
everything; ways_and paths”émanatel froml it and becomel thel convoluted pathways_of. thislworld and into  thelWorld to
Come/But it is froml that thought therel alsolissues. thel corruption of thel Evil Inclination tolharmlhimand  éverything.
Transgressions/ $ins_ and malicious_deeds’ tomel froml thatl thought, as'dolidolatryincest and bloodshed. Therefore the
Torahlsays/ TFor Myl thoughts'arel hotl your thoughts.”
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So, thel gates_ comel built off stones, because al letterl is teferred tol as 4 stonel andlwithl thesel stones,
wordsLare built. Solwe  tead, (Genl49:24) %...by thelhands_ ofl thel MightylOnel ofl Jacob, froml there,
thel Shepherd, thel Stonel ofl Israel.”l Rashi (ibid.)_explains_stonel to_express Malkhut [[Sovereignty.
Thisl fitslswith[3what! twasl $aid_in thel previous_mishna about Malkhut [ISovereignty beginl associated
withl thel mouth God combined thelletters svithl onel another/ becausel 4 singlel letter! alonel cannot
makel 3 word o1l conveyl speech.[ Twol letters,l however, canl certainlyl dol so. /Andthislis_ the law
concerning writingl or erasingl onl thelSabbath.[Someone who writelis ot transgressing thel law until
they writel twolletters. Everyliword canlbel turned aroundtol tead forwardsl ot backwards tolmake two
words/ thus,/1123-32 ,X2-2X[[[Thel gatesl referred tolin thel mishna  arel all built of twolletters. each.
And it isl throughl eachl gatel that! therel flows from| thel $ource,[likel al fiver! of abundance, thel Simple
Desire.[Duringf thel period oflits/ flow! thel Simple/ Desirelis ¢lothed in[letterslandwords and phrases.
Fori thel Simple[Desirel tol bel manifest withinl uis, in" ourl bodylandl $oul, it has  to becomel part of the
complex matrixl ofl wordsland sentences which define[svholwelare [ Forl thus twas_éver thelsoul of the
humanl being/swwhateverl it has no words_for is_beyond its_grasplandl cannot bel thought of/ Even'a
person’s_ feelings/ remainld mysteryluntil helhas[thelsvordsiwvith swhich toldefinel them.
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Rashi {Gen[#9:24)[¥thel Stonel ofl Israel.” This_meansl_thel toot ofl Israel Stonelis anl expression bfl leadership_as_in
(Zac4:7)Fand helwill bringl out thel ¢capstoneltvith shouts.”LAnd expression dfl Malkhut ISovereignty. Stone dfl Israel
LyaxEver [IStonelis'd Notariqon/ ]2 aR[[IL4s &+ Ben/ FathertandlSonJacobland his ¢hildren.
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Al'three lettervord ¢an makel 6/ thouses’[ €.g T lanv—nnY ,en—obn ,mon-nn=BX 2. Al four letter Wwordl makes 24

‘houses’[=[4X[6. Thelongest word inScripture hasl10etters, (Esther 9:3) M apyrwnxmllit tefersltold ¢classlof ¢ivil

servant inl thel Persian Government 10etters_make[ 3628800 houses’ o1 107X thel previous'amount 6f houses. The
sumlofldll thel possible*housesTmadelpossiblelbyl the 22etters,1s1,124,000,727,777,607,680,000.
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Mishna'4
Twenty twol foundationl letters setl intol thel wheel inl 231/ gates. The  wheel turns front and
back.[Anlindicator of thislis that/ therelis hothing highetlinl Good than[pleasure, and nothing
lower inl Evil thanl plague.
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22[Foundationlletters: Thosel about whichl wel $aid in thel previous_ mishnal that theyt arel $etl in thel mouthlin’ five
places.
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Setlintol thel wheel: This_is_ thel secret bf the  wheell It does_not movel anlesslit is_moved, but oncel imoving it
continues_ntill al forcelisl exerted tolstoplit. Bolit is3with words. They have ho meaningl inless thel person uttering
themlmoves themWwith'his &avvand llintent. The kavvandllintent is_the meaning émpowering thelwords, forl without
intentionwords are merely voiceland breath [This islwhyt the imagel ofl thel<vheel is_chosen tol depict thel Sephira of
Malkhut ISovereignty/ and Malkhut [ISovereigntylis_associated with thel mouth for! thel samel feason Sovereignty
revolvesiasiwellldnd does hot ¢easelwithl thel death ofl thel king{ drl queen/forlsovereigntyldndthe ¢rown arelintangible
concepts bimilarly[althoughl onelmight arguel that letters havelan éxistencel perlse words andspeech definitelyllack
intrinsic/lexistence. It is_onlylwhen 4 sentient person is uttering! theml in his_mouth! that words havel existence [ And
thenl they_ ¢ontinuelindependentlyl ofl the $peaker. Thelmouth is the ¢equivalent off thelwheel [The words and phrases
inl thelmouth havelnolmeaning/motionwithout the kavvandlllintentwhichlis thelswill ot desirelofl the speaker.Mouth,
then, i alsol 4l conceptlin’ thel sensel that sovereigntylis_conceptual andlhas 4 similar revolving continuity, as it is
written, (Isal 40:5)‘Andlall fleshl will see together! that it is” thel Mouth 6l God 3whichl has spoken.” Now /it swould
havelsufficed tolhavelwritten, And all flesh will seel together! that it is' Godlswwho has spoken What is_thel significance
of thelMouth? Thel secret hinted atin thel phraselMouthl ofl God is that althoughl thelWwords ofl thel prophets_and. their
promiseslarelancient,and thelprophets_themselveslareldead and gone, the Mouthl 6fl Godlhas spoken. TheMouth of
God/like MalkhutlISovereigntyldescribed above/does hot ¢ease, ¢ven with theldeath ofl thelprophet./ In sSummation:
Thelletters_havel existencelas_ the Wwheel exists_without_movement.The letters_are[attached to the[3wvheel [ i.e the
Mouth, and with thelpowerl of the kavvandlllintentin the breathlxvithWwhich  they are[httered but of thelmouth, the
letters.¢ombine o becomewords ¢arrying the kavvandllintent/tepresentingthe desireloflthelspeaker/[with them.
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In[231 gates: Secillustrations 1land 2 of thewheellof 23 1[Gates.
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Thelwheel turns! front andl back: Note! thel text saysl front and back, and does ot sayl ftol andl fro’. This is_an

important distinction. Thel gatesl formed byl thel combination ofl letters' $uchlas 1Jx—2—-K8—2—x-1alllarel tevolving/ The
next letterlpasses through/between theltevolvinglletters, as thoughlit Wwerel ¢rossing thel dashes dtlspaces between the
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letterslin thel previous_example, 1awxwanxmaxsalllin the motion  ofl Front and Back.[Not tol and fro like 4 heedle
beingf pulled toland frol through! thel holes inl 4 button, but tathet theltvay! it is stated in_ our mishna, that thelwheel
itselflis/furning/aslwell ds'fevolving.
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Nun 4 Catewa Nun E Gateway L Gateway Hun 2 Gimmel .&
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A4 'l F 1
5 S >33 D — b3l
-~ - — g —_
bz 1 = 8
) As the wheel spiips the lines '
N 3 i Nun - L
Nun flows down to connecting the two letters jand Jare Ayin passes through Ayin passes mrough
Gimmel while Gimmel :;‘:'riﬁ((l I?!:;}:ltuzlll:‘n‘::;::agr ?egg::vj:‘yss Gateway face shown the Faceto mak}e t"? the Backto make the
flows up to Nun 9 pass. in white  Gateway word ONEq Pleasure word NEGA|Plague
E Backside shown in . . »
Gimmel i - oy Gunn]el-ﬁ\ Nun g
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Anlindicatot of this: Therel arel three SimanipdIndicators in Sefer! Yetziraf a.) this one[b.) Ch[TI Mishna 6/ An
indicator, 22 desires_and dnelbody.L¢.)[Ch VI mishnal 3. Anlindicator, Firel tarrieswwater. EachWwill bel éxplained.It’s
meaning herelis to explainl thel $pinning of thelwheel dnl its axis rathed thanits natural rotation. Ifl youlwwondet how
thisl fotation bperates/ well then| here’s 4 swayl of looking at it. Thel Hebrew word, 11120l Siman [lis found in the
Targuml onl thel verse, (Genl 1:14)5Let theml bel forf signs.” Thel Targum (attrib. Jonathan)l translates this word as
Simanin/ In_imyl opinionl the text isl referring| tol thel letter Alf whichlis_ thel Fiver flowing but ofl Eden as will be
explained.[And what it is tryingf tol saylis/that therelis d faceldnd back to everything [Seelalso Ch[VImishnal 5, (cit.loc.
Good parallelEvil)
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Therelis nothingf higher'in Good thanl pleasure: It is written (Genl 2:10)"Altiver flows.out ofl Edenl tolirrigate/the
garden.” I3y Oneg [[Pleasurelis a Notariqon spelling[[11y”a 17111 17 Eden| Nahar| Ganllléden|tiver| garden [ Thislis
thel secret ofl thel threel Sabbathl meals, as it is written (Isa..58:13)[*Andl ¢all thel sabbathlalpleasure.” In the[ Talmud,
(Shabbati118a)lwel tead, ¥R.Simonlb. Pazi in thelhame dfl R.Y echosualb/Kapara said [Allwho ¢elebratel threelmeals
onl Shabbat tulfills thel verse, And call thel $abbathl al pleasure. etc. Concerningf thel éden/ river[ garden teachingltve
learn'in/ thel Zohar, (Vol 1/ 26b)[FIt s written (Gen 2:10)L% Altiver flows_out ofl Edenl tolirrigatel thelgarden and thence
it $plits into_fourl head waters.”[ Theselarel thel four swwhol éntered paradise. Onel entered via theltiver Pishor etcThe
fourth entered vial thel River Farar [L{Euphrates) swhichlis_thel part ofl thel brainl governing Piriah 1"’ Rivid [lsexual
reproduction. bl Zoma and b Azai whol¢ntered via thelinconsequentiall aspectsLof Torahl ¢nded hip.damagedbytit. It
was R.LAkiba wholentered throughl thelbrain/about whomlwellearned he ¢ntered in'peaceland éxitedlin/ peace.”
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And nothing{lower in Evil than/plague: Whyldoes the text not sayland hothingf in Evil greater than plague’/swwhy
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doeslit sayl lower than? When! thel text $ays therelislnothing higher! than pleasurelit means hothingf greaterl than Il 3o,
whylhotl iisel thel samel éxpression tol talkl of plague? The meaning surely, is that thel onelis thel reverse bfl thel bther,
not thelparallel Evilis thel teverselofl Good ot its parallel. [(Seel Ch VI.[tnishnal 5)
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Plague:{Thelsourcel forl thelword IyaallINega [[Plaguelis| (Gen 12:17)FGod smotel (#aga) Pharaoh with heavylplagues
(Negaim)”1nl thel inidrash] (Genl Rabbal #1:2) wel read, Reshl Lakishlinl thel hamel bfl b.[Kapara, said[ Pharaoh swas
struckiwith Ra'ashanlll(Abscess bfl ¢orpus_cavernosum ot penis). R Shimon'b. Gamliel $aid/ I[tvas approached byla
boil $mitten 6ld man in Zippori wholtold mel thel following Therelare twenty four typeslof boils, hone, however, are
asl painfull o1l hs_ devastating tol attempts_at sexual relations with al swomanl s thel typel called Ra'athan! And it swas
specificallylthis typel of boil withwhich Pharaohlwaslsmitten.” 1f Negd[IPlaguelis associated with Ra'azhan thisvould
explainlits being| thelteverselof Oneg[Pleasure/In thelZohar, (Vol.1[26b)wve tead, ’Like/ Pharaohland the Egyptians
uponvhom! therel flourished! thelboils. But thel Jewishl People_enjoyed Oneg [IPleasureI1T1yailINega lTPlaguelis a
Notatiqon of thelwords [p”2ny 77xa ,w”nmillINachashSnake, Ga'avalilIPride, Amalek.See Ch[ VI mishna 5 (cit.Joc.
This parallel)
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Mishnalls
How did he/He weigh themland substituted them? Alefwithl éachlof themland eachlof them
with Alef. Beth lwithl leachl lof them! land leachl of them[ with Beth, repeating lendlessly.
Consequentlyl theyl emergel in 231 Gates, and, consequently, all speechl ‘and[ all existence
emerges from them. And, consequently, all existencelemerges in a single Name.
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Preface tolMishnal 5
After explaining how! thelletters arel fixedlintol thelwheel and howl thelwheel tevolves whilel spinning
frontland back/ thelmishnal ¢comesltoladd thel teminderf that' it is ot dnly thelletter Alefl tolsvhichl this
processlishappening[but toland with all 22/ Tetters.
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Mishnalls
How did he/He weigh themland substituted them? Alefwithl éachlof themland eachlof them
with Alef. Beth lwithl leachl lof them! land leachl of them  with Beth, repeating lendlessly.
Consequentlyl theyl emergel in 231 Gates, and, consequently, all speechl ‘and[ all existence
emerges from them. And, consequently, all existencelemerges in a single Name.
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Weighl them and substitute/them: [Seeldbove, Mishnal 3.
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Repeating! éndlessly: Thel commentary. Haketavi V' Hakabala (Num( 7:26) hotes|thel following: Thel hamel Challah

applied tol bread baked forf the/ $abbath/ ¢omes’ from! the tound shapelit takes  onl ftetl being kneaded [ Thelword T17m

[ Challahis cognatel with[[23m I Machol IDance because  of! thel ¢ircular form! bf thel dance. $imilarlythel phrase/Myo

OonnnlSa 'art Mitcholel Iwhitlwind [ uses! thel samel foot becauselitf spins  dround itself inlal ¢ircle. This/is alsol the soutrce
forl thel¢common! tabbinic phrase/ll%*on nlIChozert ChalilalIRepeating Endlessly.

B HIEN 39 93 P> 39 £97 (H"D PI3) HPY N DNTHD 11 DY B7HD PH 'O MDY M (' '3 PEHII) 1IN 11x0n H31.50
951 HIP3 DMIPIL IDY DD YT 5 TOHY 3W I TIDH HID I3 LITPD HI3 B BE "IN BE3 BTHD DH OMILH D M IP>T
D76 DH 1D MDY M D PIEDD HID DND3 DNEHID 5D 15 ,07H3 DMHD BE MINDE

Alllexistence:1t’s sourcelis thelverse (Gen.[2:7) The[Lord Godl formed man of dust froml thel ¢arth.”[IThe Talmud,

(Berachothl 61a) hotes/ R/ Nachman bR/ Chisda taught, f\Whyl does_thel verse sayl 119211 1 gyitzer [[Hel Formed,
using/ two Yuds[l»[[lin/ thelword?To teach that God ¢reated him with twoldesires, dnel thelgoodldesire, theldtherlthe
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bad desire.” Thelmeaningf of this Talmudic teachingfis thatt Godlis_called T7xy 1Y ozzert [THelwho forms, becausel of

thel twolllox 1Y 7rzarini IDesires/ He formedwithin wis/ Thel very first timel the word Mg 111 ayitzer [He Formed,

appears_in the Torahl it iswritten Iwithl an eéxtra letter: Yud, and[lteaches_about thel twol bpposing! desires built into
humans.

M DPIT NI L'HAPY B> DELHN 'HETR' INH MI3 N HET 196D D (3 'H DEHI3I) 1NN 0N H3 D HY o YT .51

PY B> DIP DN oMB3 DIND MODE PH3IIDY 233D7HN DLLY OPN I35 £ I IMEIL (H MENS IMPD3 'H PIB) SIS PEIE

L0910 BN NHD 521 N37D 55 HIN3) DY DIV L3V IMH B3 I35 LB ,DPMHD 55H 03 HEH ,9NTHD HH N31 ©THIL D3P MNS3
D3P OVALIDND OIVLEIN

Emerges from them: ThelHebrewl word in' thel text of thel inishnal isTIx¥ 1Y orzei [IComel dut of, and ot simply![l]
XalllBdllComel from.Its_sourcelis_ thel versel (Gen 1:12) 5°And thel Earthl put out grass.” Inl thel briginal ¢ommand,
God said lIxwnll] Tadshei llSprout. The text tells'tis, however, TIR¥IMLL [V ar0zi [[The Earth iput but’ . Along{with
other discordant hotes__discussedl above, (Seel Ch.L 1. prefacel tol Mishnal 11).[The words_arel ambiguous_precisely
becauseltherelis'd powerful dmbiguitylandlambivalencelbuilt into thel original instruction. Therelislsufficient tooml for
errorl and misunderstanding aslwell asl disobediencel to support Lifelswhich dependsluponlit. Thislis not merelyt built
intol_thel lcodel lof. DNALofl_organicl Lifel las” wasl discussed_above, but_isalsolwrittenl intol the! templatel for the
combination ofl thel twenty twolletters. Thel original letters in theirl conceptual forml alreadyl containl thel tendencylto
disorder and inordered tecombination.[ All manner dfl $peechl and alll permutations 6f formlScomel but” of them/i.e.
the 231[Gatesl that $pinldnd tevolve.

1 9EN3 IH3DE M q"OH PIf PID OMIDLH BF INX Dwa KXY .52

Emergeslina single/Name: The/ Name! teferred 0/ is the Namellllo”> R 1IEL.OHIM| 4ssociated with thelletter Alf,
aslwillbel éxplainedinMishnal6.
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Mishnal6
Formed substance_ out of chaos_ and . madel that whichl was[ hot intol that whichlis. He also
hewed great columns! froml air whichl cannot be grasped. Alef with all of them and all of
theml with Alefl Inspecting, substituting and making' all of existence and all speechl one
Name. Anlindicator of this: 22/ desires.and one body.

1R
%A1 7R .*'|"'?& oy o>1o1 8710 oy *'|"]?N LDDNIPRY IR 2RI DOTIRY ARM 1LY WPRY DR WY NN wRn 80
SIANR A1 2°3%80 22hUN DY "27> 17°07 TR O MM277 B NANY MR 5D AN e

PrefacefolMishna 6
Thisl chapterf énds withlanlall inclusivel summary; 4 coda comprising éverything that haslbeen written
sol far[ It lexplains' Thow! Ithel latter A/f which[lis 'the Ruach/Breathl lemanating fromithe Ruach
Hakodesh/Holy Spirit (Ch.[ I Mishna D) at thellevel of ruach from Ruachl/ breathl from| Breath,
contains_all 22(Tetters'and all possibilities.and permutationsiwithinlit. Tt also_ containslall desires; fort it
is'thd secret of the Yerzer Tod /L Good Desireland Yerzer Ra J/ Evil Desire.

1 MWn® 7N
P HDE §UHHD PIH PH 30N .IDD TY ONITD 55 12D M ,I3T DMIPH3 PPN dd qOHN> PIDD OYEN
PONDY ,PIMEDHD 52 OIE BMITD 531 DIPIHD 5D PHND AN MY "D3 ("D MEN 'H PID) ,EIPD DI DIEMD
DY 95 31 95 TID OIL PINSID S 0

Mishnal 6
Formed_ substance_out of chaos_ and . madel that whichl was[ hot_intol that whichlis. He also
hewed great columns! from[ air whichl cannot bel grasped. Alef with all of them and all of
theml with Alefl Inspecting, substituting and making' all of existence and all speechl one
Name. Anlindicator of this: 22/ desires.and one body.

7 awn
A75R Oy 02191 0510 Oy 779K 00N WRY RAT 2001 ovTny ™ asm®” e N AR awy” mnn wan™ e

D7) N MEN3 'H PID3 IMINL M "D ,N0PY LY I3 ,MED 1DIH3 OF INHN 1395 9E5H DN IDR3 PPVIE WD Inm W 18 .53

119 19D PIBE DL PPANT INI3) (:PD DMDD) HINID DD 1P 1IN31 N2 1931 19D 193 35M PP P O BB ,MEE (19D

MPHTD DN 5> 75 ©I3Y ,DIMB 35D HYND DY VIEED ML DY INHDPD HIOD BE I 190D 11 %P3 05D B> by oNHP)
DY 99N 3 95 OO BE DIP3 I DNHD N3 BN 0931 '3 MEN

Formed Jsubstancelout lof chaos: Continuing iwith' lout ‘approachltol lthe. Seferl [Y etziral lthis Mishna may! lbe
understoodlin simplelway. Insteadl of teading it as 119%°[1] Yarzar [IFormed, el might tead it 119811} ezzer [[Desire.
Meaning,as was tead in Ch/[ 1. Mishna 10 {cit. loc.Chaos) ¥Three, Wwatet from breath/ ¢arved and hewed withl them
chaoslandvoid.”It ¥vas explained therelthat ¢haos s oftenl teferred tolin thel Talmudlasia powerful desire, (Pesachim
88b) TheMishna, then, maytbe read as saying Desirelis substancelfrom ¢haos, for chaos is the ‘thronelofl desire As
has beenlexplained,/ God’s Simple[Desire has produced the 22 Tetters with Which all ofl ¢éxistencelis formedas above,
(Mishnal 2) Thel phrase/ Swith whichlalsol means $within Wwhich’ God formed bothl thel Good and Evil desires inside
alldxistence.

95D) BT PO HID £PN 13 LE I3 .IN DHPH3 YD £EM IEH> ©MID53 LEND DI (DD NS ©IIIT) DI ENN IND W .54
937 9D 1M ,IOD DHD H3OL ,OPD HNLY HN 1031 0D IMD 1IHM ('3 'H MEHII) 30T HN D3 ™ D ('3 MY NO3D
937 HID D3 MIZTN 3101 D" HID 13193 3IPOT LN 13 BT 37 193 20N 1935 DN DD 10D HHH 193 1Hm ,07H »3 HIPND
MP5 BIIEDL DN3N IOPN - £NN 13 £E 93T MD - 193 DEDVE IODN SN 95 VRN £IND DN 19N 0 H3 HIM BN 13 £
25 NHNS ON5S N3YID BTHD 39P3 TMIMI3 B35 1D I37> INHD HID DI ,OM5 W DL BE 13w (1931 D7) M MWEN3 'H PID
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Substance out_ of chaos: Thel sourcel of the svord Lwmnl I MamashIISubstance is found in thel verse (Deut[28:29)
“And youlwill bel I wwmnl1] M Mashesh L1 Feelingl at midday! like[ 4 blind man feelingf in thel dark.” Substancel is
something{ which/ ¢an belfelt[AsWwellearn'in' thelbook,Bahitl (Mishnal 2)[“R.Brachia said/ What does_ the word Fwas”
inlthellverse (Gen/1:2) " And Earth wasl¢haosland voidlsignify, it suggests that chaoslalready. ¢xisted [ What s 119701
TobdlIChaos?InlL Tobais that Which [lixrnn 1M Ta hdllAstonishs people What 15 Thalll! BohA IV oid Tl Bohu
is_that whichl used tol bel 190 L] Tobz Il but changedl backl tol 119732 1) Boh# 1N oid [What is 1973211 Boh# 11V oid?
Something! havingf substance, as_it isl3written, [1xX%7 12119721 Bobai L Bd Hzx [11t Is In/ Tt.”[ 1d is_ apparent froml the
teaching ofl R Brachia inl the Bahirl that what wel generallyl tefer tolas 11372l Boh# IV oid,[ does hotl actuallyl mean
emptinessbut tather sSomething/ havingf substance flowingfas al ¢onsequencelof thel TN Toh# TlChaos. Our Mishna,
‘Formed substancel outl of ¢haos’ means, Hel madeIhmalllBobIl.e something having substance, dut ofl InTohsl]
Chaos/[With what twas( $aid above, (Ch. 1 Mishna 10_¢it. Joc..And Void)[it is-uinderstood that therel arel two types_of
desire[ Chaoslisliinderstood tol bel thel sensation ofl desirelinsidel 4 personl forf things] burning{likel 4l fire, ¢.g.Las the
hunger tol ¢at something b1 thirst forl water. But thel $ensation ofl Void is hinsimilar. It is/ thel $ensation 6f émptiness
and d vacated spacelinside thelself. Al feeling ofllackl dnd want, 4/ sensel ofl the[Nol thing Chaos/iorel¢losely tesembles
almixturel andlblend bf all thel desires flowing froml thel 22/ letters which come! froml thel Aleflin thel mystery of the
Ruach/Breath flowing froml the Ruacll Hakodesh /[ Holy Spirit/shichlisl thel seat ofl thel Simplel Desire[ sourceloflall
desire Froml there/God formed substancelwhichlisinot anfindifferentiated desire for something [ tatherld sensation of
lackland émptiness. Aswas éxplained in thel Prefacelto. Ch.[ 1 Mishnal 1.

9r31.5"D %75 PH IPLLY WS WNED HIDN 1TND S BPP ~ B EIDY N DPID PO MDD £YN (f 'H PEHII) NN w55

H591 HaPDH EYM BHDD BH HYIF 13 £WIDE PIHIPHD 11 DD 3r LPID bH ©MDdH EYN 3> (1 7 MEHIZ 937) £IMID I3

OOMBD O P3 PID3SH £EED 1730 BIPID IBSE HID HMIF 13 .5 BH35 5> PD PIII LY OWE ' I373 (3" ©WID) M 19 INHN3

12590 93 30> 912 06 ,InhH5 SHEY 2UED3 H3m S0 IEITID HID PP NES INED 13 ,1PD 9N D1 DTS EYN ,O3NDDD DM

HN3 5"H ,D"IPD VPPE ,PPID PES DEY NDY LN DBY HIP DTDIL PESY 530 ANEDD IENT PND DHIIND IHL H5H 3ID5E >
P ID3D HNIF I3 T P DN OMH I3 I DLW ©IY PHE BIDI 5> HID 1I PENS 3 PED '3 S739D ©H HIT 1P

Andlmade: [Thelsource for thelword Inwylll4s4MMade, is thelverse (Genl1:7)[*Godlmadel the firmament.”[Rashi
(ibid.)_éxplains_ thelword InwyllLAsIMade as ‘fixedlin place [ God set it iip tolstand dlone, that was the imakingl of
it[Aslit is written (Deut 21:12)[9Shelshall dolher hails.” 'This_ explanation by Rashil ¢an helplis-understanda Midrash
(Genesisl Rabbal #:0) fIt is_ written| fGod_ madel thel firmament,T this[is bnel ofl thel verses with which Ben Zoma
stormed._the world.[9What does_thelverse_mean/ IGod made’®Thel thundered [¥*'Wasn’t everythingf alreadylcreated at
God’slvord, aslit islwritten (Psalm 33)[*At God’s.word_thelheavens werel madeland in thel breath oft His inouth 4l
theirthosts”’? 1t was Ben Zomalwholsawt thel firmament splittingf threel finger breadths betweenl thelwaters aboveland
thelwaters_below! the_ heavens. Hel thundered because he wanted to knowl what and how. ¢anl theyl bel fixed 1wyl
AsiyalllMakingis anl ¢expression of Fixing 45 Rashi ¢xplains.Ben Zoma dsked thelfollowing duestion.Ifl thel verselhad
“Andlit was[so” thel way! thel text describes the rest ofl Creation, then Ilwould havelinterpreted this verselin thel same
way. Butthowlthat thelverseladds thel phrase IAnd God madesuggesting! that something/still heeded tolhappen after
God said “Let therelbela firmament, ¢tc.” that it was ot simplytso[ It follows thenl that God “fixedit. 1fl God fixed
it twhat was_ thel fixing?l Ifl therelis_btilll suchl 4 visiblel 5plitt between Good Desireland Evil Desirel that theyl hever
‘touch”_bnel hnothet then in" what manner is thel firmament fixed? And thusis' Ben Zoma tonsidered tol bel fstill
outside’[(See[Ch. 1 Mishna 4 ¢it.JocDepths dbf Good.[$ee Ch 111 preface toMishna 5)

,DIEDD 11599 £399 HID PHD £3ID IFL D3PI BPD "D IDLY ,ENM 193 OE3 INIHD PP L £393 PP "D 1w’ IPRW DX .56
PIHE D3 BIHD LI INE DIED HYD HYD NIHIDE T PH DPID PYOB (259 D7 1 LN 'H PID INIDD3) 15 HIZEIL W
LMD DIEDI NSO PHNT 1O PN PNHM

That which[was nhot into that'whichlis: Meaning, that sensationl6f emptiness.andTackwhich welcalled Tl Bobx
[IVoid and Substance, God ‘made Wwhichlis to say, “fixed Tit. This sensation  of the No thingfis in fact thelsensation 6f
thelsansation ofl thel Simple[Desire.  Andldswas_ explained dbove,/ (Ch.d.PrefaceltoMishnal 6 ¢it. Toc It s Wwritten) the
verse[(Psalm[145:16)[FOpen Y outrthand and satisfy ¢verylliving thing{withl desire.[dctually States_ ¢learly that is/is the
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desirel that satisfies Wel how! tead ourl Mishnal tol mean, thel fact that 4 personl tanl feel aspirations, longingsl and
desires_insidel himself is 4l mirroring obfl thel simplel andl divinel desire That which was_hot[i.e[ thel sensation of
emptiness,/has iow become/that whichlis.

395D D PP PHEDS INI DIDIN PIND "D :axm .57
Andhewed: Hewingfalways means| theltemovallofl substancel tolmakel spaceforl thelémptiness.
2619396 "D3 HY 9N 3W I8 "D 02917 DOTIMY .58

Great ¢olumns: Theselgreat columns dre/thelGoodland Evil desires, Loveland Fear ofl God.
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Froml hir whichl cannot be grasped: Meaning, from thosel desirelswhichlarelat thel level bf A4 INo thing.[ That

sensation ofl émptiness/ thelexperience ofl the holelinsideld person, that feelingis thelsourcelandseat oflalll feelings of

worship,whether in thel Activel ot passivel sense/ Whether in thel dol good o1 avoid évil mode [ Thel questionl isl this:

Wholmakeslthel final decision dnlwhetherf tol followlthe goodLot evilinclination? Furtherlin thelbook (Ch. 111 Mishna

5)vellearn that Airltnakes theldecisionbetween! thel thel twoldpposites. Butif thel twoldppositesarelactuallythewnl dut

ofl Air/ then who’s doingf thel decidingl among/ them? Hereinl lies al great mystery, astwill bel éxplained, (ibid.)_Air that
cannot belgrasped hints at thelletter .A/gfwhich has noléxpressionlin breath.
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Inspecting: Welfind thislword used inl thel Talmudl (Hagigal 13b)[3wherelit discusses__thel storylofl R.Yehoshual b.
Chanania andben Zoma wholsaid Tlam 1913 Tzefeh I nspectingf thel$plit between thelwaters.abovelandl thelwaters
below_thel heavens., (Seel Ch._ .. Mishna 5[ cit. loc.JTheirl [Appearance) Thel word suggests_comprehension and
perceptionin’the heart.
(M2 9'7) '3 260 ML PV :md .61
Substituting: Seclabove, (Mishna 2 ¢it.Joc.Substituted)
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All of existence: Meaning|dvetything{formed ofl the 22{etters ad thellevellof ruachirom Ruach/ breathlfrom Breath.
(seelCh.[1. Mishna 9) Existence,like/Water,Fireldndléverylphysical thing.

237019 5D 1135 (D ED 'H PID 1B DY) ENPD DY D3 MEID DNV PP P23 HEE 91 5> "D 1113771 95 N1 .63

All'speech: Meaning/éverythingnot includedlin theldefinition of thelphysical things,[dd thellevel of Ruacl Hakodesh}
HolySpiritSpeech[Voiceldand Breath.[(see/Ch/1 Mishnal 8)
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One[Name: Theltext does hot $ay ‘making all of éxistenceland all speech withl onelName.What this teacheslis that
althoughl theluniverselis_¢reated throughl thel mediuml ofl Ten Sayings andlalthough/ thel Commandmentslarel given as
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Tenl Bayings,| honetheless theyl are alll OnelName [ Al person should not make! thel mistakel ofl thinkingf that thelletters
arelal primal] original and increated $ubstancel ot concept,/ tathetl thelletters arel created things, too. Thel process of
forming] thel 22 Tettters onlyl camel about sol that welsvould bel presented with thel readyl madelmeans ofl discussingfand
proclainingl God’s_ Onenesslinoutl ownl tongues/ From God’s_point bfl view! thel letters werel not a necessityl or
prerequisitel_to” Creation/ and Hel remains unchanged byl them, A Sof [nfinite God’s_Oneness_is_also_ hot a
numericallbneness.[Godlin His[Simple/Desirel ¢onceived, ¢reated| formed and madelall things.[Though all things dre
Onelname,they were hot created with OnelName.Even God’s Namelis ¢reated for dutibenefit.

D75 IDD3 HED DI 1D 127 112°07 .65
AnlIndicator of thelthing: Thislis the/decond indicatotin thelbook.

NES o0 ,©H3D ©IB3 IH3IDN ,DWISI 35 03 PIPIH 35D "D N 3P D33 1Op D (D™ 7" MEHIZ) 1NN :D°%dN 273 .66
19 23D " PID IS IO .OPIED

22[Desires: Thoielsource forl thistword, Lyonll] Chasferzt IMDesireis to bel found in thelverse, (Gen/34:19) ¥For he
desired thel daughter 6f Jacob.” It buggests_ that! thel 22 lettersl arel 22 desires, as will bel explained in thel tomoing
chapters.IlyonlllChazferg I anl ¢expression of longing. (Ch.6[Mishnal 5)

D515 £ DML PINGI OIL DD 353 30 ,I0H OF N3TI 52 NDD 5> IHE N5 19D HID .1 HH 390> H5 I0H QI3 R 71371 .67
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Andlonel body: Thel text does hot sayl 22/ desires in onel body/ tather and onel body. This is  thel indicator! tol the

veracityl ofl thel previous statement that alllofl éxistence and all $peechlis:OnelName.Becausel thel 22[letters tepresent

22ldifferent desires, but they arelall thelbne,singlel Simple Desirelofl Godone bodyt teferss tolthe Ten Sefirot which
alsoltepresent the/Simple/Desire.
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Mishnal7
T RIYn

Thel following tablelis_ thel simplest. set of letters forming thel 231LGates. Theyl follow allogical array.
First Alefwithleachlofl the other 21[Tetters,[then dnlthelsecondline Bez/iwithlall dther 20etters, since
it haslalread beenl paired withl Alefl inl thel first $et, it is_hot necessary_tol bel repeated.[ The  third line
beginsiwith Gamel paired 19 etters beginning/with Dalet and o on. [ 211320041901+ 1[=[231
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Thel triangular arraylabovelhasbeen  tephrased tol formla tectangularset of 21x[1 1[Tetters. 21x 11+
231/ below.

DX WX X PX XX DX YK DX IX MK DX OX X DX AN X IR X I AR AN
DY N2 wa 92 P2 X2 D2 YA b2 12 M Y3 o 2 va fma A A a2 72 Al
o R 7R W s DU/ W D5 WS W > W 5 W > S D WY = S W > S W C WS « > S & S b S » S
P WP P DT WIT T PTO¥T DT YT 0T 17T M»T 9T 97 7 vl AT 17T 7
N WX 9% PX N WA T PRoOXT DT YR oon a1 A% bnoon m v onn omoom
M wWo W PD o¥D N WY M P X DT ¥ DI N oM™ Y 9 wuom N
Y WY W pY ¥y DY N owr T proXT BT YT OT A M 5T o T ur oM
NO WO 20 PO ¥D DD YO NN WA T PRO¥M DR YR On AR S oon on i
DI W1 M1 Pl X1 Dl Y1 DI OND WL WY OPY XL DY YV DV W P SV SV WV
nMoWHm M OPI X1 B OYM oOM I DT W T P ¥ Dy oD o o>
b wh % pb oxb oh ¥ b H mb no wo 5 PO X Dy YD DY 1D MY 9

Thel rectangular arrayl has' been plotted tol decribel 4 circlel below, tol suggest! thel swheel which is
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capablelof bothlspinning/whilel tevolving as discussed above, in Mishnal 4.
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According tolR[MoshelCordovero thel 231 sets abovel canlbel testated beginningf atl thelendl tol form
another! 231[gates. moving| backwards. I havel plotted themlin' a  wheel tol show! howt theyl can been
seenspirallinglinland out of thel ¢enter.
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End the[Second Chapter
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