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And Pinchasb. Elazar b. Aharon the Cohen saw... And hetook a spear in hishand, etc.

Now let it not enter your mind for a moment to say that Zimri was smply an adulterer, God
forbid, because from an adulterer God would not make a chapter in the Torah. There is a secret
hidden here.

There are ten levels of debauchery. The first level is someone who adorns himself and then
makes a decision to go commit a forbidden sexual act. There, the person draws down upon
himself the evil desire.

Then there are 9 other levels, and with each level the person has less and less choice and less
opportunity of avoiding the sin. Until we get to the 10th level, where we find someone
completely unconnected to the evil desire, who protects himself from sin with all his strength,
until it is impossible to protect himself to any greater degree. When such a person finds himself
overwhelmed with lust and discovers that he has committed an act of debauchery, then it is
obvioudy the will of God.
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This was the case with Yehuda and Tamar. She was his soulmate. Absolute. This is what was
happening here in the story, in this chapter. Zimri was someone with total custody of his desires.
He made fences to protect himself from any evil inclination. So that now, when there arose in his
mind the redlization that this woman was his soulmate, and since he found himself without the
ability to resst his desire for her, and could not avoid acting out with her, he thought it was the
will of God.

Pinchas, in the other hand, argued that Zimri still had the ability to say “no”. To remove himself
from the situation, this is the meaning of the Tamud (Sanhedrin 82b), six miracles happened to
Zimri on that day.

As we learn there, had Zimri suddenly separated from the woman and killed Pinchas, he would
have been within his rights. Because, frankly, there was an equal balance of opinion. There was
just as much cause to argue that Pinchas did what he did only because he had so much murderous
rage in him, which is what most people, in fact, argued. The ruling the halacha finds in a case
which is equally balanced, is called shuda d' dainah. Which is understood to mean that in a case
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where both arguments are of equa weight, the case cannot be decided on the merit of any
particular evidence, then the judge has the right to find in favour of his favorite. And so, people
argued, Pinchas came out of this as the victor because he was a nephew of Moses.

LMV NMIRNT 937 1XYW NARI T AT 3 ,IRD 03 7 PAVA 71 Wam 1397 N2 PR ,I00I KT IV
7193 WY {7IYW IO MR OMADY AWYNT 77 YR P07 1102 PRW INRD 1T N XONW INYTA Anby I
oran 139 "7 WD 19K W RMPRTIY,0MIDY TWYI 001 /1 ;27D [°177I0] /03T 1IN A1, 0y phoY
DO1YY ORI 7T 92 MRPw PR 97Ayab opn 7O 0naD By 03 05 ,nYTn YIpw (RS 777 NnXa 03,700 170
Y [RTW 777 779 272 /0I10] N7 WIDY RIVTT RTIW 712 7T P LNRT PHY 1YY DKW 110 DY RITW

;7Y% 277 7w 25R OXOT ONID KXY 7991, 1A1RR 10 170 1w

This is why the text tells us that the name of the Israglite man who was killed was Zimri. This
was God showing Pinchas after he had acted, who exactly was his protagonist. So that Pinchas
should not think he had dealt with someone in the grips of debauchery, God forbid.

Pinchas, on the other hand, was a descendant of Josef, who had been tried and tested with all
manner of challenges and enticements in this very matter, Pinchas therefor could not come to
terms with Zimri’s act in any way at all. This is the meaning of the verse (Hosea 11:1) When
Israel was a child, | loved him.

This is exactly the description of Pinchas, who judged Zimri as an adulterer without mitigating
circumstances, and therefore ruled him liable to be killed by any passing zealot. And Pinchas
was completely unaware of the depths and undercurrents of the case, and what was happening
with Zimri, that Cozbi was his soulmate from the six days of creation — as is explained in the
Lurianic writings. So much that even Moses did not want to get involved to judge him to be
killed.
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The result was that Pinchas in acting did so as a child might have, without any awareness of the
subtleties or circumstances, operating smply with what his eyes could see, using his human
judgment and nothing else. Nevertheless, God loves it and him, and agrees with him. Because to
the best of his knowledge, he did a great thing in his zealousness, and offered up his life.
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God spoke to Moses, saying Pinchas b. Elazar b. Aharon the Cohen turned back my anger
from the Jewish people when he was zealous on My behalf among them, and | did not
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destroy them etc...

In the Tamud (Sanhedrin 82b) we learn,

Even the ministering angels tried to gect Pinchas. God said to them, “Leave him alone, he is a
zealot son of a zealot. A turner back of anger, son of a turner back of anger.” The reason the
angels wanted to reject him is because no human being has to be zealous and jealous on God's
behalf, or to avenge anything on God’s behalf except if he himself is completely and utterly pure
and clean in this exact characteristic. That is why God bore witness, “zealot son of zealot”,
meaning that Pinchas was completely pure of debauchery, free of lust and without rage.
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Then the tribes of Israel began to abuse Pinchas saying he had acted out of hatred for Zimri. To
which God responded, “When he was jealous on My behalf among them” meaning that his
zedlotry sprang out of his tremendous love for other Jews; this is what the phrase “among them”
suggests.
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Therefore tell him: “Behold, | make a covenant of peace with him.”

Moses would not have been the right one to be zealous, because in Moses' tremendous light, he
would have punished Zimri al the way, including his soul. But Pinchas, wise but young, only
punished Zimri’s physical body. That is the reason he merited a covenant of peace with God.
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Because they attack you with their conspiracies...

Because the truth is that the heart of a Jew is clean and cleansed of any desire but to follow the
will of God. The reason that sometimes there comes into the Jewish heart a desire to do
something against the will of God, springs not from themselves but out of the desire of the
nations. Because the nations are filled with all sorts of desires and lusts, even the desire for bad.
The power of their desire resonates inside the Jewish heart, too. This is the meaning of the phrase
in the text, They attack you with their conspiracies... Meaning because they have bad
thoughts, you find yourself under attack by those same thoughts. When the nations disappear,
then the Jewish heart will be connected and bound to God without any deviation.
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M oses brought their case before God.

We learn in the Midrash (Numbers Rabbah 21:13) that their case came before the local
magistrates, before the higher courts and the supreme court, and that they were all afraid to rule
in the matter. Even Moses himself was afraid to rule, which is why he brought the case before
God. The reason for thisis as follows: the case involving the man who had gathered sticks on the
sabbath was a sin against Moses, as we learn in the Zohar )Vol 111 p 205b) that Moses' gift is the
Sabbath. As we say in the liturgy, Moses regjoices in his portion. Tzelafchod, the man who was
put to death for breaking the sabbath, actually desecrated the second Shabbes the Jews ever
celebrated.
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If the Jewish people had observed that second Sabbath, it owuld have become apparent and
obvious to the eyes of every Jew, the deepest meanings of the Sabbath. Every Jew would then
have been at the level of Moses.

The result of the sin of Tzelafchod who desecrated that second Shabbes, is that this light was
removed and hidden from the Jewish people and this is why Moses was in doubt as to whether he
could simply forgive and overlook the transgression against him, or not. Because when it comes
to a persona affront, a scholar may not forgive as we learn in the Tamud (Yoma 23a), it is only
a financia injury that he is obliged to overlook. It is a mitzvah to forgive, as we learn in the
Tamud (Rosh Hashonnah 17a) “whoever overlooks injuries to himsdlf is forgiven all his sins.”
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The reason is that monetary injury only really ingsts in this world and it is an injury that can be
repaired, but a persona affront is something that leaves an impression forever. That's why
Moses was in doubt as to whether Tzelafchod’ s desecration of the sabbath was to be classed as a
monetary injury or a personal affront, depending on whether God was going to make reparation
and revea to the Jewish people the real meaning of Shabbes, (in which case it was not going to
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be lost, but merely temporarily disabled) or whether Tzelofchod's injury of the Sabbath was
permanent. For how many Jews are there, who, had they only known the real meaning and
tremendous preciousness of Shabbes, would have worshipped God with all their might? This is
why none of the judges felt it in their power to rule in the case, because they were afraid to
further insult Moses. So God answered them and Moses, since the light of the Shabbes has only
been hidden for the time being it is no more than a monetary injury which he is encouraged to
forgive.
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