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GodlkpokeltoMoseshbaying.[Countlthelheadsbilthelbonsbillzershom,hlsolthemfoltheirfather’s
houses,toltheirlffamilies.[Fromlthehgeloflthirtylyearshndlupwards,leveryoneloflithelhostsivho
comesltoervelinithellentbfiMeeting.

Nowlinlthis[Sidra/PortionltherelisithelcompletionlofltheldivinelyldesiredlandlchosenlSpace.[From
thelportionloflI'erumahlinlthelBookloflExoduslupluntillthislchapterftherelrell 70Sidrot/Portions
whichlhasthelGematriallhumericallvalueloflthelHebrewlword TovllIGood,lhintinglathalGood
Place.
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Thiskilthelmeaninglofltheversel(IIMSamuell7:: 10)MwilllgiveIMylpeoplelalplacewherellwilllplant
them,[thatltheyllcanlrestlin(placelandhotbelvexedlhgain.

Forlithwasonlylwithlthelere ctionlofltheltabernaclelindthelencampmentloflthel(flags) [ tribes]
aroundftlthatlthelholinessheededltolfollowlthewillloflIGodvaslfixedlinthelheartslofltheJewish
People.
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ForlwhenltheylcameloutloflEgypt,althoughltheylwerelgrantedvisionsoflthellightlofIGod,lthwvas
onlylwithltheirleyesithatltheylkawlit.[T'heylcouldn’tlnternalizefituthicientlyltolbeldrawnolfollow
God’sIWIll.IA sltlisOwritte nd(MechiltalB’Shalachi3) A lmaidservantlhtlthe[Re dISe alwaskhownlvisions
notlgrantedtollbzekiellb.[Buzi.[Thelreasonlislbecauselatlthatlimelheylwerelenslaved,ltheyldidn’t
havellfreelwillltolwalklinlthelLightloflGod.
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EvenlwithlthelirevelationlatiSinai,ltlthelgivingloflthe[[Torah,althoughlthelT'orahlwaslfixedlintoltheir
hearts,lithvasn’thixedstronglyloripermanentlylenough,tollastforever.Mthwaslonlylwiththelkettinglup
offthellT"abernaclelthatlittwaspermanentlylhixedlintoltheirthearts.
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ThislsbwhytheyldidhotlgolstraightlfromlkgyptlintolthellandloflIsrael.lBecauseltheylhadlnotlyet
successfullylimplantedithelholinessloflGodlintolthenlhearts.IAndlfurthermore,atlithattimelthere
ruledloverlthelllLandloflCanaanlthelpowerlbflthelsevenlindigenouslhationsiwholarelknownlaslthe
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drosslorlldarksideloflthelsevenlicharacteristicsloflGodl(Se phirot) [[Thatlislwhyltheyllcouldnot
conquerlthelSeven(Nations[beforelthelRevelationloflSinailandthelestablishmentloflthelT'abernacle,
aslthelholinessthadnotbeenlfixedlintoltheirthearts.
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BeforelgomglintolthellandlGodlcommandedthemlkolfixthelW ordsloflT'orahllpermanentlylinto
theirtheartslsolthatltheylimightlconquerlthelSevenNationshafterwards.IAndthissiwhatlevery
mdividuallpersonlhastoldolinthislown(llifelbeforelturningltoltak elcareloflhisibusinesslatfairsiand
mundanelimatters.[HelneedsltolhixthelwordslofllTorahlintolhistheartlkolthatlthelholinessloflthem
remains(inlhistheart,inforderlthatlaterthelwilllbelableltolovercomelalllthelchallengesithatlhelimeets
subsequentlylinlife.
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Thoselwholsetluplthe[Placel(tabernacle)werelthelfamiliesloflGershon,KehatindMerari,Moses,
Aaronllandlhisfchildren.0IThelSonsloflKehatlhrelMasterslof Torah;ltheylcarriedthelArkoflithe
CovenantlinlwhichltheITenlCommandmentsiverelstored.lTheylknewlthellawsloflthelT orahfand
knewlwhatltoldolinlresponseltolanyleventlthatimightleropluplinltheirllives.
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TheSonsloflGershonlareMastersloflAwell(fearloflGod)becauseltheylusedtolcarrylthelcurtamsnd
dividersiwhichllcoveredthelT'abernaclellikelthelheavens,fslwvelllashthelsilverthookswhichshone
throughlitlhkelstarsftinight.[ThisthintsatlFear.
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ThelSonsloflMerarifhreMMasterslofltheMitzvotl( Commandments)hndlsooddeeds,becauseltheir
joblwastolcarrylthelboardslandlplanksloflthe[[T"abernaclelwhichlhintftlthelpracticalitiesloflthe
MitzvothlIlCommandmentsiwhichlpplyltoleverylindividualJewlwithoutllexception,landlinwhich
everyonelhaslkomelunderstanding.
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Moses,JAaronhndhiskonslhreloverslofllGod,hthenleyeshrelurne dtobwatchlthelGiverloflthe
Torahlhllltheltime,landlthisfislcalledllove .[Andalthoughleveryonelhaslhllltheselcharacteristics
mclusively,neverthelessleachlhasthislparticularlportion,inlwhichlhislcharacteristiclivaslimost
prominent.
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CountltheheadsbiltheSonsbiizershon,fhemlso,toltheirfather’sthouse.

Thelreasonlthatlbylthe[SonsloflGershon,thelcommandmentlisftolcount themlhlso,llphraselhot
mentionediwiththelSonsloflK ehat,islbecauselthelHebrewwordtolcount/ Nasoklsolmeansolift,
tolraise,tolappointltolalleadershiplrole.

Now,[the[SonsbflKehatldeservedthenlleadershiplrolelbecauseltheylwerelalwayslputting
themselveshtlrisk,lenteringlgreylhreas,lintodmomentslofidoubt,Ichallengestandltests.0Astheltextlkells
usl(Numbers[7:9),[ Whilelkolthe[SonsloflKehattheldidhotgivel[wagons] Iforlthekacredservicelwas
uponlthem.ITheylcarriedlithuponlthen{shoulders.’
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Whichlistolkay,thatlthe[Sons[ofllIKehatlheededlpatiencelandforbearance,becauseltheylput
themselveslhtlrisk.IThellhameloflthen{Princellalsolhintsftlthis. [HishamelwasElizaphanbenlUziel,
whichlmeans ET zaphon(indmelitlisthidden) benlGtlislunderstood) UzilEN(mylktrengthfis]drom
God).IBecauselinlhistheartlwaslkertaintylthatlhewouldneverktraylfromlthelwilllofiGod.IAnd
becauselhislfamilylkubjectedthimselfltoltheseltestingllconditions,ltheyldeservedhlleadershiplrole.
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ButlthelchildrenloflGershon,then{lportionfwasjustlfearlofiGod.ITheylavoidedidoubtfultareasfand
whereverltheylencounteredhlkituationfwithoutllarity,theylwouldapplylthelruleloflbetterldo
nothing,[thanlmakelhlmistake’.ITheirslwaslalwayshkerenellpath.[Soltheltextltellslus,FGod
commandedMosesltolcountlthemlhlso. IBecauselGodbearsivitnesslthatlthey,too,heedlpatience
andlforbearanceltolwalklthelpathlofldive stmentlfromidoubts,landltheyllalsolhavellleadershiplirole.
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ThelSonslofM erarillarehotlcountediwithlthelwordf naso’becauseltheirbusinesssiwithlthe
practicalitiesloflthemitzvoth.IAllJewslhavelanlhppreciationforlthelpracticallimitzvoth.lAlso,khe
namelbfltheirlprincelwaslITsuriellbenlAvichayil. Tsuri EllimylrocklisiGod; benlllunderstand, Avi
(mylfather) ChayillisGstrength).IThislmeansthatltheylhadhlpowerfullconfidencelthatltheylwould
notlbelturnedbhside [becauseltheylwereldomgktraightforwardthings,lwhichldon’tlinvolveldoubtslor
graylareas.
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WithlthelSonsbflKehat,laindlthe[SonsloflM erari,ithshvrittenlthatltheylwerelcountedlhtlthelhandlof
Moses.[Butlwithlthe[SonslotlGershon,itldoeshotkayfatlthelhandloflMoses’ [BecauselMoseslisla
metaphorlforlthellvisdomwhichlhaslbeenlrefinedlandforlthelintentionlpurelylforlthelkakelof
heaven.
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Now,ImithlKehatlithwashppropriatelbecauseltheir kavanahl(intent)lwaslalwayslgood.IMerarilivas
filledwithlconfidencelbecauseltheirlactionsiwerelalwaysiransparent.[ButwithIGershon,lwhose
worshiplwvaslthroughlfearfandlhvoidanceloflidoubtllandlgraylareas,ltherelisinoltransparencylfor
perhapsltheylharelpassivelwherelGodwantsthemltolbelactive.

Nevertheless,linfhcodalhtlthelend,litlsayslhboutlthemlhll,thatltheylwerelcountedhtMoses’Thand.
Becauselinlthellend,leverythinglvasltrans parentlylthelwillloflGod.
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Letthembendfromlthelcampleverylleper,every ZaviandEverylpersonivholhaslbecome Tameh
fromfhltorpse.

-+ Leprosylislallmetaphorlforlrage,[becauselleprosylistallpunishmentforlthelkinloflspeaking
lashonlhara,thellevilkonguel( TalmudErchinll 5b).
Zavsomeonelwithlaldischargelfromltheirlsexuallorgans,lisfallmetaphorlforllust.
Tumabiltheldisembodieddeathlresidue,ishlimetaphorlforldepression.
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ThatfslwhylthelLeperlislexpelledfromlhalllthreelcamps(areasloftholiness),Ibecauselragelhasho
placelinfalJew.lThe Zavislexpelledlonlylfromltheltwolcamps,lthell.evitelandthe[Sanctuary,[because
lustlistunbecomingtolalkcholar.lHelwholls 7TameHhwithldeathlresiduelislonlylexpelledlfromlthe
Tabernacle,[becausellevenlhmonglkcholarsfwelsometimesfinddepression,hshitlsvrittenlinlthe
Talmudl(Ta’anita)FitlislonlylthelTorahlthathgitatesthem, Tand(tskhatlexcitabilityliwhichleadslto
depression.[SolltlislonlylfromthelcamploflthelShechinalthatlhelislexpelled,Uforlhas[itlishwritten, (I
Chroniclesll 6:27)strengthlandoylin[HisOplace’.
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Speakliolthe[Sonsbfllsrael,ktc...hnyonelivholvouldhaveldonelbnelbflthekbinslbilinan,ktc.

Thelmatterlofltheltheftfromhiconvertltaughtlherelintheltextlshimetaphorlforlthoselsinslthat
appearltolthelhumanleyeltolbelunfixable.[Sinslforlwhich T shuvdislineffective.lAswelearnlin
Zoharl(Vol.0,[219b).

ThellTorahlteachesluslherelthatthothinglktandslinlthelwaylof 1" shuvainlthatlGodlhasvaysland
meansolkhowlhow,I(IIISamuelll 4:14)nolonelnothing)islrejecte dIbylGod.Justhslktealinglfrom
thellconvertlwouldlppearltolbelalkcrimelforlivhichltherelisino tqunlifixing).
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TolunderstandlthelintentionloflIRabbilShimon[Bar(lY ochailinlhistbooklthe[Zoharlinlwhichlhe
terrifieslalpersonwithlthatlwelllknownlkin,lithsibutlthatlthelpersonthavelfearfanddreadloflGodand
thatthellpourloutlhisiprayersftolGodforthorrorloflthatlgreatlsin.[Andlthuslinlthelpersontherellgrows
allremendousjoylwhenlthelsinldoeslhotlhappenltolhim.
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Allmanfvholisfjealouslbflhisivifestidelity.

InlthelT'orahlwelfindlthellchapterloflthelSotahlandlonlylafterlitidolwelfindlthelchapterloflthelNazir,
whilelinlthelorderloflthelOrallTorahlwelindINazirlbeforelSotah.[W hatlthislteachesluslislthis.[The
Sotahlteachesluslthatleverylpersonfhastollooklintolhimself,landlkeeplanleyelopenltolhislown
characterldefects.lAndthenlthelpersonkhouldltakelonb[Naziritelritual. [T hatlisholsaylhelshould
arrivelatthnlunderstanfdingloflthelparticularsloflthe[[T'orahlvhichlapplyltolhimlhalone,wheremlhe
needsltolmakelboundarieslforlhimself.l( Takingprecautionslnotltolktressthimselflalongthelfaultslin
hislcharacterfwherethelknowslhimselfltolbeweak.)
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That’slwhylinlthelT'orahlte xtiSotahlcomesbeforelNazir.[Becauseltheltruthlisfthatiholoneleverlgets
tothisIT'orahluntillhelhasstumbledlintolit.[ButlthelsagesloflblessedlimemorylwhosellT orahlislkalled
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Mother’s[[T'orahlbecauseltheylwereltryimgltolmakelitlholweetforlus,[becauseltheyllovedipeopleland
wantedthebestlforlus,theylputiNazirlbeforelSotah,kolthatlalpersonlimightllearnltolputiuplproper
boundarieslbeforelhavingltolbtumblelintolit.
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ItlwouldlthenlbelenoughltolmeditateluponlthelchapterloflthelSotahwrittenlinfthe[T'orahltolarrivellat
anlunderstandinglofiwhattboundarieslarellnecessaryltolestablishlalpreventativeltolsin,ratherlthan
haveltolgolthroughlthelfrauma.
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