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These arethe laws that you should put in front of them.

The reason the chapter does not begin with the sentence "And God spoke to Moses' as it does
with al other commandments, is as follows. Here we are talking about judgments, Din, and
when it comes to judgment there is no difference between great and small. (Between someone at
the level of Moses, and us at our level).
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It's smilar to when the king comes to review his troops, when al officers stand in line from the
lowest private to the highest general. Everyone is under review. We read in Isaiah 56:1, "Guard
justice and do kindness, for My salvation is close in coming." The Hebrew word Shimru, to keep
or guard, suggests patience and forbearance. God asks that no Jewish soul complain at God's
Midot (characteristics). Why does God not help me to worship Him properly? God knows that |
long for it and for Him. Why doesn't He help me immediately?
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About this it is said, "Guard justice and do kindness," meaning that a person should cleave to
God with kindness and simplicity and not complain. And then, the second half of the verse
comes true "My salvation is close in coming". Which is to say that God will reveal to us the
order of creation and the ways in which He deals with us in exile. He will comfort us and we will
see how God does not mislay even the least of our desires and the pain that we have suffered in
our worship of Him. And as we learn in the Zohar, Vol. |1, 150B, "No good desire that a person
hasis ever lost."
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And every deed that a man does, even if it appears at the moment to be a small act, God will
make it grow and develop greatly in the future.
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Behold, in this week’s portion, God teaches us how we have to purify and cleanse ourselves so
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much that our goodness spreads and possesses all our belongings until they, too, are filled with
goodness, and it becomes impossible for them to hurt a person. That explains why, when a
person's belongings, possessons or property cause damage, the owner is obliged to pay the
damage. Because it grew out of the fact that he, himself, in his soul, is not pure and that's why
his property is capable of damaging someone, or stealing from someone. Because if the heart of a
person is pure, then his property is incapable of causng harm. As we find in the Tamud, (Taanit
25a), with the goat of Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa, that came back with a bear cub speared on its
horns. This is what we learned in the Tamud (Berachot, 16b), saves and maidservants are not
given honorifics, but the daves and maidservants of the house of Rabban Gamliel were given
honorifics because they were important. This is to say that because the holiness of Rabban
Gamliel spread to infuse al his belongings, and they acquired his goodness.
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The distance between Parshat Yitro we read last week and Parshat Mishpatim we read this
week, is the distance between the highest roof and the lowest cellar. In Parshat Yitro we read
about the revelation on Sinai, and our acceptance of the Torah, and our closeness to God.
Whereas this Parshah/Portion begins "If you purchase a Jewish slave" which assumes he went
and stole and was convicted and was sold by the courts to pay off his debts.
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The truth is, one might well ask, "how come the text does not tell us details of his sin, only his
regtitution?' The Hebrew word for "buy" is tikneh, Tikun means fixing, so the verse may aso be
read, "When you fix the Jewish dave". Although though we are not told any of the details of his
theft.
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The thing is like this: in this chapter, we begin the world of fixing, which reflects the coming of
Adam Harishon - Origina Man, into this physical world, to fix his sin. We learn in the Zohar,
(Vol. 111 83A), Original Man had nothing from this world. After he sinned, though, he lost his
light and shrunk and required another body.
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What this suggests is that a person comes into the world, in this body, to fix the original sin. And
we learn in the Tikkunel Zohar (Tikkun 19 p.p. 42d), "the origina human created by the Prime
Cause in the Divine likeness, is hidden and concealed. His body was taken away when the Prime
Cause removed Himself.'
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The second human sinned in the thought.

,1AWNA2 RN R1°ID DR

The third human sinned in action. And so the Parsha/Portion begins from the world of fixing,
from the moment Adam Harishon/Original Man, comes to the world. This is what is meant by
the phrase "And he is sold for his theft" and this is the meaning of the verse "when you buy/fix a
Hebrew dave".
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If a man liein wait for hisfriend to kill him with trickery, from My altar shall he be taken
todie.

The reason why the Torah tells us that the murderer should be refused sanctuary, and that even
from the altar he shal be taken to die, is as follows. There are many kinds of sin and anger.
There is aperson who is angry for a short time and commits an act out of his rage. About such a
person, one may find some defense with which to justify the act. One might argue it was an act
of passon. He was overcome momentarily with an overwhelming desire to act out his rage.
Similarly, there are many types of acts that can be justified and rationalized and defended this

way.
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But when a man lies in wait to kill his friend with trickery, which is to say that he nurses his
grievances and hoards his rage, and stores his sinful thoughts, the Hebrew word "ormah" which
we trandated as trickery can also be trandated as a stack, that the man makes a haystack from
every blade and scrap of rage that he gathers, and stores it, bit by bit, to fix it into his heart, as a
source of rage with which to empower himself to the act of murder.

PPy WL RO mIVWY ,27 73711 DY 112%% 10V HORMI DIINW 13777, 7RIV 1372 WY DY WK 7010 93 Dax
1T WIS ¥21a% HI1W 275 7297 0¥ 1293 11IpNew 275 70 DY 0 DY AOIRY PAIPW 10V ARIYI 270 TwIvw

Mei HaShiloach Trandation and Copyright
R. Mordechai Y osef Lainer of |zbicy J. Hershy Worch - 2007



Published Weeklyl by Yeshiva Ateret TzviI'The Open YeshivallllChicago,/Illinois

It is about this that the Torah tells us "from my altar shall he be taken to die". Even a tzaddik, a
saint, a God-worshipper, who does this, will find that all his merits have evaporated and none of
them will defend him or speak up for him, because this type of rage has no place among Isradl, at
all.
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Helthatlkmiteslhfiman,kolthattheldie,khalllsurelylbelputltoldeath.IAnd(iflalinanfiefhotlin
wait,[butiGodtauseltitoltomeltohand;thendivilligiveloulhplacelvherehemayltlee.

WelllearnllinlRashi,[ (ibid)0 Whyllwouldlsuchlalthinglgoloutlfroml God Pl Whatllhappenedlislithis,
previouslyll onell ofll theml hadl killedl someonell accidentally,] whilell thell otherll hadll alreadyl killed
purposely.lGodlbringsfaboutlthatlthelfirstikillslthelkecond.

Thelworld'slquestionlisivelllknown.IHowldidthelhirstlonelkilllbylaccident?

ItlseemsltolmelthatlitlcanIbelexplamedithus:0ItlisOwritten,l(Psalml145:14)0'GodlisIsupportinglthe
fallen,JandUraisinglluplalllwholarellbowedldown'.I Therellareltwolsortsloflpeoplelmentionedlinlthe

verse,[thelfallenfhndthebowed.

Someonelnlwhomlthelqualitylloffragelorlevilllusthsirooted,lwhenlhelallowslhtltolcomeloutlintolithe
physicallworldlasfanlovertlact,lhelislcalledlfallen'.[IflitThasn'tlyetibe enllactedloutlhelislcalledCbowed
down'[becauselhistheartlislerushedlndlenslaveditoltheldesire.
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Nowlithshvrittend(ITISamuelll 4:14) [Forlwelmustldie,andarelasiwaterspilledlonlthellground lwhich
can'tlbelgatheredluplagain;thoweverlGodldoeshotltakelawaylifelwithoutlthinkinglthoughtsiwhereby
helwholisibanishedhotlremainloutcastfromIHim.

Godldeviseslwayslthatlnolpersonlbelbanished,ltherefore,lGodbroughtlitlaboutlthatlthisiman(killed
someonelbyllaccident.l Whichl doesn'tlmeanlthatlhelhadlalreadyl killedlsomeonell previouslyll by
accident,JbutlratherlithatlhelhasOthisIpotentiallflawlinlhisDheart.IRage,landlalmurderousitendency.
Nowlthelonelwholkilledlpreviouslylpurposely,lrefersfitolsomeonelwholallows[hisltendenciesltollbe
actedlout,landrulylkillslsomeone.lAndlGod,here,[givesithembothlanlopportunitylforlcompletion.
Thellonellwholkillslonlpurposelislputltoldeath,landlthelonelwholkillsIbylaccidentlislforcedlinto
exile.lAndthishslthelmeaningloflthelphraselfandlGodbringslitltolhand’.
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ThislislwhatlGodldoeslinforderltolhelplalperson.lForlsolonglaslhislevillthoughtlisineverlactedlout,
itlneverll occursltollall personltolrepent.] Butlnowl thatll Godl hasllbroughtlitll aboutlthatl hel killed
someonell accidentally,] andl his hiddenl propensityll hasl accidentallyl turnedl intoll anl action,l even
thoughlthelpersonlwholwaslkilledIneededitoldie,lthelpersonlwholkilledlhimlbylaccidentlstartslto
searchlforllallcause.lHowlldidlthisThappen?IHowldidlitlcomelaboutlthatlallifelwasltakenlObyllme,
accidentally.[SurelylhtlcanlonlyllbelthatlIThavelsomelmurderlinimylheart Plandlthroughlithistheldoes
T shuva repentance.
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Andyoubwillivorshipl{ A donalillElohelchem) thellLordyourGod,hndHebwillblessyour
breadhndourfivater.

ThelHebrewltextloflthelverselbeginslinlthelplural,fandlendsinlthelksingular.0Thisfislexplaimedwithla
commentaryltolthelchapterlof Vayera[inlGenesisl(22:12):0GodkaidnowllknowlthatlyoulfearlGod.
Aslwellexplained,Itheldifferencellbetweenlfearlof Flohi/inlllGodlandlfearllof Adonalflthellord,
becauselfearllof Elohi/mImeanslthatlthelpersonlisirequireditolconstrictlhimselflinlsomelrespects
becauselbflhislownlkhortcomings.[Perhapsibecauselhistheartlsihotllyetlpure.

Andlfearllof Adonall,lsuggestslthatlhelneedsltolconstrictlhimselflbecauselofllotherlfJewishlpeople,
evenlthoughlhelislcompletelylfreeloflthislshortcomimgndlislhlreadyllcompletelylpurelinlhisfheart.
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So,lthellTorahlkaysfyoulwilllworship linlthelplural imeaningthatlyoulwillTsufferliconstrictionlforlthe
sakeloflthe[JewishlPeople.lAndthislislwhylthelrewardkthathwelarelpromisedbylGodiwilllgoltoleach
mdividual faslhtlisbwritten,f Ilwilliblesslyourlbread linthelsingular.
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Thuslhslalsolthelmeaningloflithelliturgyloflithelmorninglservice, Iwherellwelsay,l'BlessedlhisIHelwho
hasImercylluponlthellearth,IblessedlisiHelIwholhaslmercyllonlthelcreatures".[' Thellwordlearthlhere
refersltolthelwholellJewishlpeople,lbecausel GodlhasImercylonlthelgrouplfirst.0 Thereafter{litlis
written,['BlessedlislHewholhaslmercylluponlthelcreatures’ lreferringltoleverylindividual.
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ComeluiptoMeltolthellmountain,landbelthere.

"T'olthellmountain'lrefersitolthelendlofllallthehewlevelsloflspiritualjourneying.[For,ltolbeginwith,a
personlhasltolworshiplGodiwithlalllhisOworldlylwisdom,linlalsetlorder,Ibeforelarrivinglatltheltrue
wisdom.[Thenlthelverselsaysfandlbelthere’ [thislrefersitolthatlpurelplacelwherelthelSourceloflLife

resides.
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AslitlisOwrittenl(Numbers[21:16)IFandifrom0thereltolthelwell’.0IApersonlhasitolpassithroughlalllthe
stepsloflwisdominfaltransitionallway.lAlpersonlhasltolbellawarelthatlthelchieflplaceltolbe,lislatlthe
endlhbovellallthellevelslinlthelplacelwhichlslcalled!" There".
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