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MoshelspokelkolthelheadslofltheltribesloflthelchildrenlofllsraelkayinglthislislthelwordthatliGod
commanded.

InlthelSifribwellearn:IAlllthelprophetsiprophesiedlusinglthelexpressionl*ThuslspokelGod.”IMoses
addedltolthat,forlhisfprophecylbeganiwithlthelphrase Thislslthelword”. 0T hisbwordlappliesfonlylto
thisIgeneration.IBecauselalllthelprophetsiwerelonlalmissionltolbringlitolIsraellthelwordslofltheir
prophecy,leachlinlhisltimelandlseasonlandleachlinlproportionltolhislpropheticlpowers.JAndlit
occurredtolthemlinlthels piritlofltheirlprophecylthatlthelwordsloflthenflcurrentiprophecylwouldast
forleverlandforlallleternity.
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Theltruthlis,Thowever,lthatltherelarelchangeslinleachlgenerationlandlsolMoseslladdedltoltheir
propheciesliusinglithelphrasel“thislislthelword”[be causelhellunderstoodlhowleachlivordlofllprophecy
appliesltolalspecificlimelandiplace.JAndlhelhlonelunderstoodithatiprophecylislonlyltemporaryland
thatllafterlaltimelGodOwilllgovernlinlaldifferentlway.I Thattslwhylinlithislchapter,ldealingwithlvows,
Moseslintroduceslhtlusinglithelphrase:[“thislislthelword”,[becauselMoseslis[itellingluslthatlalthough
thellawslgoverninglvowslapplylltollalllgenerations,Jaslthel Talmudl(Baval/Batra,[1 20b)Idiscovers,
“fromUthellawslgoverninglslaughteringloutsidelthel Temple”,IneverthelessiMoseslluseslthelphrase
“thislislthelword”,IbecauselsomeonellmakingllanfoathltolavoidIsomethinglonlylldoeslsollbecauselby
therlunderstandingll theyllhavell comeltolrealizell thatU thisl particularll thinglwilllinterferelwithl their
worshipllofll God,landlalsolunderstandsl thatl thisl particularlthinglisl noll goodl forlhim.0 Therefor
Moseslbeginslithesellawswithlthelphrase[* Thislislthelword ’[becauselalpersonlneedsltolunderstand
thatlittshouldlonlylbelforbiddenltolhimtemporarily.

53 PWR RITW 1177 ,1377 712 MIRINAY AYV7IWR oY §P0I 7YY ,77T) 11T TIY DD 0OMIW R¥M™I NHRA IR
07173 NWAD2 1997 ,I0R °AV2 77PN PIDM JAT MR AT2 P AIR ORI D 1AM P INVY 057 127
*5% RI7 727M T 93,7277 7T WK 37DYR L,PIN WITWM ‘M3 22773 NINTY 371 RITW AX 1277 77 WAK3
1°37% QIR JPIRW 1277 77 KR 997,720 DI 7T 1272 PR 03 7 NTIAYY W Y AT 270 10wt

112 27 97 ToKR1 X2 95

BecausellGodlhaslthelpowerltolgivelhimUthelstrengthltolreceivelandlabsorblandlintegratellalllthe
pleasuresloflthelworldlandnotlbeldisconnectedlfromlthelworshiplofiGod.
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ThislisIthelmeaningloflthelversel (Psalmsl 104:24)1“Howlmanifoldlarelyourllworks,1OIGod,lyou
madelthemlllwithbwisdom.IThelworldhslfullloflyourlereation.”

Becausellthelsourcelforlthelconceptloflivowslislalreadyllcontamediwithinlthel6 1 3lcommandments
whichlalreadylimplyllalllthelboundarieslandibarriersfaroundithelcommandments,Iwhetherltheylare
thellurgeltollactluponlpositivelcommandmentslorlthelurgelitolrefrainlfromactinglsolasnotltolbreak
oneloflthelhegativelcommandments.{Why,then,[dolwelneedvows?)
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Thelthinglhislthatlthel6 1 Slcommandmentsfarelubiquitousfandlapplylacrossithelboardlatlallltimeslin
alllplaceslandltoleverylpersoniwithoutlexceptionlorlchangeliatlhll.

Onlthelotherlhand,therellarelithingslinlthelworldlthatfarelforbiddenlonlylforfalimelandithereforelif
someonellunderstandslthatlithisltimeltoltakeluponlhimselflorllevenluponlthellwholellgenerationlla
prohibition,landltolmakellallfencelforltheltimelbeing,litlhasltolbelunderstoodlthatlitlcanIneverlbe
morelthanlallrabbinicallprohibitionlandlalfence.[ThatlisOwhylwelarelgivenlthelchapterldealingliwith
vows,kollthatleverylfencelinfitstimelGflithslalnecessarylone) willlbelincludedinlthelbiblicallwordsiof
thellT'orah.IAndhtwillIbelforlthatlimelalbiblicallprohibition
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BecausellwhenlitlisIneededlit] trulyl becomesl onell ofll thell 6 1 30 commandmentslgivenl toll Moses,
differingllonlylinlthatlthelvowslareltemporarylthings.0 Thatlislwhylwhenlallpersonlimakeslalvow,lin
orderltolmakelhimselflalfence,lhelislcompletinglthel TorahJaslwellearnlinlthel Talmudl(Shabbat
119b),1*WhoeverllreciteslthellphraseslofliGenesislichapterl2versesi1 13, landlheavenlandlearthwere
finished...,litlisfasOthoughlhelbe comeslalpartnerlwithlGodlinlthelcreationloflthelworld.”[Because
thellpurposeloflithellcreationlofllthelworldlwaslinlorderltolpraiselGodlandlsollwhenleachlperson
standsltolgivelpraisellandlthankslforlcreation,lhelislfinishinglitlandlitlislaslthoughlhelbecomesla
partner.lAndkolsimilarly,lwhenlalpersonlimakeslalfencelandhlvowlforllaltime,lhelislcompletinglthe
gloryloflthelTorah.
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ThislislthelmeaningloflithelverselfromPsalmslquotedlabove,1“Howllmanifoldlarellyourllworkslo
God,llyoulmadelthemUalllwithlwisdom.I' Thelworldhslfullloflyourlicreation.”Ibe causellevennowllthe
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worldlisIbeinglfilledlatleveryllmomentlwithll creation,Jmeaning{l thell finishinglofll thel Torah.0' The
finishingloflithelT'orahlisIbroughtllaboutlwithlthelcreationloflboundariesfandlfenceslaroundibiblical
prohibitions
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Avengelthelvengeancelbflthelthildrenbfllsracliromlthe[Midianites,hndithenfyoulivilllbelgathered
toourlpeople.

Midianfisfallmetaphorliforfillusion.IBecauselMoshelislreferredltolaslthe ChokmahlWisdomUofllall
Israel,Jaslislexplainedlabovelinlthelchapterldealinglwithltheloliveloil.I0Soll GodUtellstMoshellthat
whenlillusionlislremovedlfromlthelheartsloflthelpeoplelthenlMoses ljoblwilllbellover.[Because
peoplelwilllnollongerlneedltolluse ChokmahlWisdomlto[lunderstandlthroughlthen{lwisdomlwhat
thelwillloflGodls.[Becausellevenwithoutlknowingliwhatltheylhreldoing,whateverldirectionltheyltake
willlbelthelwillloflGod.
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AndltheygatheredliponMidian.

ThellwordlusedlherelinltheltextlsI“vayitzbe u” [whichlhslcognatelwithlthelwordl“ etzbah”lmeaning
finger.Becauselkeachloflthelwarriorslhadtolbelfocusedlikelsomeonelpomtinghlfinger.0Aslhaslbeen
said,leveryllJewllreceivedlthel Torahlequallylandlislcommandedltolobserve.l Butllitlthappenslthat
sometimes,[becauseloflthelpowerloflpaganism,thelevilldesirelcomesintolthelheartloflitheJewlland
froml eachl ofll thell paganl nationsl thell desirelreflectsl thatl nation.l' Thell Jewll hasll toll guardd himself
appropriately,landiputlifencesfuplaroundlthellevilldesirellemanatingfromlthatlnation,lmorellthanlfor
otherllT'orahlcommandments,[inforderhotolstumble.

Here,lalso,[MoseslchoselspeciallmenltolmakelwarlagainstiMidianfandipickedloutlthoselwholcould
withstandltheldesiresloflMidian.
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Thelword vayitzbe u”lalsollmeanshost,referringtolalgrouplunderlonelflag.[Becauselallithoselwho
werellchosenltolmakelwarllonlthelMidianiteslwereloutstandinglmen,lchosenlforltheirficharacterffand
forlbeinglhbleltolwithstandltheldesireslofltheMidianites.
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AndlMoseslgrewllangry,letc...Isayingl“BeholdltheselarelthellverylonesllwholwerelforllIsraella
stumblingblocklktc...AnlthelnatterlbflPeor.”

ItlwaslherellthatiMosesllshowedIPinchaslthatlhelwaslproneltolmakelthelexactlsamelmistakelthat
ZimrillandlalllthoselwholdiedbecauselloflPeor,lhadlmade.l0Thenllmistakelhadlbeenlthatltheylsaw
thatll eachl ofll thesell soulsl hadll holinessl inll them,l and,[ asl Zimril argued,l (Sanhedrinl 82a)[ “who
permittedlthelldaughterlofll] ethroltolyou?”IHislargumentlwaslthatljustlasIMoseslunderstoodlthat
Tzipporahll belongedl toll him,[ hell (Zimr1)[ understandsl thatl Cozbil belongsl toll him.[ Asl thell Ar1
explains,IshellwaslthelreimncarnationlofiDinahlandlhelofllShechem.IThenlPinchaslsawlhisImistake,
andlkilledhim,laslwaslexplainedlthere,[be cause,linlthisOworld,lthislisinotlthelwaylGodlhaslchosen.
Here,[MoshelshowsIPinchaslthatlagain,Inow,ltheyllmadelthelsamelmistakelinfallowinglthelwomen
offMidianltollivelbecauseltheylfoundlfavourlinltheileyes,landimistakenlyltheylthoughtlthatltheylcan
bellbroughtllintol holiness.0'Thel onlyll differencell wasll thatlin[ thisl case,Inollonell hadl actedlitl out,
physically,landPinchaslreallylthoughtlthatlitlislpermissibleltolkee plthemlalive.
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OnlylMosesllunderstoodlthatlatltheldeepestllevel ltheylarelforbidden,landIMoseslshowedlIPinchas
thatllevenlatlthelstorylloflPeorlthoselmenlhadlthoughtlthatltheselsoulslarelpermitted.IBecauselthe
truthlls,theylhadlsomelsortloflconnectionltoltheselkouls.
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TheselhreltheljourneysbflthelChildrenlbflIsraellktc.. [andIMoseslkrecordedltheirloriginsibnltheir
journeyshtithefvordbfllGod.[Anditheselhretheirfjourneyshndlbrigins.

Thellreasonliwhylthisverselsaysl'andIMoseslirecordedltheirlloriginsfonltheirjourneyslandlthenllater
itlsaysl"andltheselarelthenfjourneysandlorigins Tislaslfollows:0Inlthel420journeyslrecordedlhere,
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therelarelincludedlllithelchallengeslandltriumphslofleverylJewishlsoul.lFromIGod'sIpointloflview,
alllcreaturesllarellequallandisharelthelsamellevelslandlpotentiallbe causelallloflthemlfromsmalllto
great,l] havell theirll existencell froml thell divinell essencell ofll God.[ However,l Godll madel ditferent
challengesllandlpathslopenltolpeoplelsolthatleachlonelcanlhaveltheirlownluniquelandlparticular
storyllandlsolleverylindividuallhas,lthroughUhislactstinlthis{life,Ithelrightltoltriumphloverlthenllown
challenges,lbeyondlandlabovelthatlofll thenlneighborllinlall particularlrespect.l Everyonelhasl the
chanceltolbelhlleader.
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ThereforeltheltextIbegins,I"atlithelwordloflGod,lthenloriginsitolthenjourney'lbecauselfromliGod's
pointloflview,[Inolonelisibetterlthanfanyonelelse.lEveryone'slexistencelislfromIGod'sidivinellessence
andlsollnolonelpersonltakeslprecedenceloverlanylother,butleveryonelichooseslwhatltheylwantlfrom
life.l Becausel whenlwell leftll Egypt,[ thell salvation hadl thel qualityll ofl skippingll from mountainl to
mountain.JAs[thelArizall(R.0IsaaclLuria)ldescribeslit,/GodldidInotllookdatltheldeservingllorlother
quahtiesfhtlall.lBecauseltherelwerelargumentslagainstlthelqualitiesloflthe[Jewish[Peoplelaslwellearn
mlthelMidrashI(NumbersIRabbah23:2)0"thesellarellpagans,landltheselarelpagans".INevertheless,
Godl inl hisll great] mercyll redeemedl theml becausell froml God'sl pointl] ofll viewl 1tll 1s0 clearll and
transparentlthatfallJewslkleaveluntolGod.
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Whatllthelljourneyslsucceededlinldoinglwasltolgiveleachlindividuallthel opportunityltolmakelit
transparentlltoleveryleyelthatllatltheirlsource,ltheyllarelcompletelyllpure.l Therefore [itlsaysl'atlthe
wordloflGod"ImeaninglfromIGod'slpointlofliview.[Firstltheirloriginslatiwhichltheyllarelgivenllgrace,
andlfavorlinlGod'sleyeslandithenltheirjourney,imeanmgthatltbecomesllearlthatltheylarelgoodlat
thellsource.lAfterwards,lhowever,lwhenllookinglfromUthelhumanlpointlofiview,ltheltextlsaysl'and
theselareltheirfjourneyslfromltheirllorngins'Ibecauselfromlalperson'sipointlofliview,lhelonlyllcomes
uponlthelgoodlthroughlhislactslandichallenges.
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AndtheyjourneyedfromMountBhaferfandtampediniCharrada.

AtllanylhmelllpersonlislinldoubtlnwhatldirectionlGod'slwilllpoints,lthenthelbestladvicelstolmake
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himselfllboundaries.I Notltolact.l Thislis0 thelmeaning(l"andltheyll campedlinl Charrada".l Charrada
meanslfear.lThroughlthelfearlithatlalpersonlhaslorlbecauselloflithislfear,litlhsIbetterltolmakelcamp
andlolbelpassivelsuchlasihowlvhenlwelharelswornhotltolpushlthelendlndhotltolforceltheMessiah
(TalmudKetubotll 11a).
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AndltheyfjourneyedfromiCharradalindltampedinMakHeilot.

WhatlhisImeans[slithattwhenlGodlwants[tollgatherlusltogetherlhelwilllputiboldnesslinltheirlhearts
andthelfearlwilllbelgone.Mlflonlylithwvouldihappenbwiftlylinlourldays.
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ThellreasonltherellisinolprincelmentionedlwithleitherlthelitribesloflJudah,ISimeonlorlBenjamin,[is
becauseltheselltribeslhadlsuchlpowerfulllivelforlonellanother,landlbecauselthenlprinceslhadlsuch
profoundlconnectionlwithltheiltribes,lItheylcouldnotlreallylbelcalledlprinces.IBecauseltheyldidn’t
rulelloverllthem.IThereforelthe[ Talmudl(Sotall42a)lsaysl"neither]JudahloverllSimeon,InorlSimeon
overlBenjamin'"becauseltheseltribeslovedlonelnotherlkolimuch.
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Yes,theltribebflthelthildrenbfJosephlkpeaksftightly.

Althoughlthellargumentloflithellchildrenlofi osefllooksltolbellalpettylonel(Godlforbid)Ibecauselthey
seemltolbelinsistinglthatfalverylkmalllplotiofllandbelongingltoltheirltribe,[notlbellost.[However,the
landUoflIsraellislalimetaphorlforltheIW orldltolComelwhereleverythingllislveryllparticularized,ldown
toll thell smallestll microscopicll detail,Ibecausell nowll inl thisl worldl Godl hasl commanded0 usl toll be
profligate,Jandlgivelcharity.0Forlnobodyllknowslwhatlthelportionlofllalpersonlreallylis.I Butlinlthe
future,leveryllpersoniwilllbelburntlandlscorched,[iftheltriesltolenterlhisineighbor's chuppah,iwhich
doeslnotlbelongltolhim.JAndlhere,linltheldistributionlandldivisionlofllthellandlofllIsrael Ditlwasla
metaphorlforlthelworldtolcomelandlsoltheylwerelverylparticularfandlcareful.
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Yes,theltribebflthelthildrenbfJosephbpeakltightly.

ThislislthellreasonlthatlthelverylfinallchapterfoflitheT'orahldealsiwithlithislissuelthatlonlylappliestfor
thellshortestltime,litlisltolshowlthe[Jewishlpeople,laslthelverselsays,l'ithsInotlbylbreadlalonelthatlla
personllives,[butluponleverylutteranceloflthelimouthlofiGodthatimanives."

BreadlrefersitolthellgenerallruleslgoverninglthellT'orah.[Ruleslthatlapplylacrosslthelboardatihlllimes
tolleveryllpersonlwithoutldistinctionlorlchange.I Thesellarellthell6 1 Slcommandments.IButlthelmain
thingfisltolunderstandlinlthelTorahlitself,lallltheltime,whatlislGod'sIwilllatlthisItimelandthislplace.
IthstfromthelTorahlthatlthelightlcomeslintolthelheartloflthelJewishPeoplelwhenceltheylarelgiven
tollunderstandtheltruelde pthloflGod'siwilllforlthatimoment.0Thishisbwhylthislchapterfisiwrittenlhere
afterll thel Torahl1sl finished.[ Itl1s0 toll givell us tol understandl thatll from0 thell Torah,l comell details
applicablelltoleverylltimelandlplacelandlalllthelwordsloflthel Torahlarelbitslofladvicelgivenltola
person,lwithlwhichltolhindlGod'sbwillinowllandlacthuponlit.

Thatlisbwhylthislchapter,lwhoselsubjectlisipurelyltemporary,[isiwrittenlherelatlthelendloflthelT'orah.
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TheyljourneyedfromRithmalhndltampedin[Rimon[Peretz.

Now [afterlithelepisodeloflithelspiesiwhenlthelmindloflIsracllfeltlveryllvulnerablelandlweak, they
campedlinRimon[Peretz.[BecauselGodlputliremendousivigorlandkelflconfidencelintoltheirlhearts,
forlthe Rimon/Pomegranatelhintslatlselflconfidence,lfor,Jasltheltalmudlstates,l(Eruvinl19a)lEven
thelwickedestJewlisthlleddwithivirtuesllikehllpomegranatelisiillediwithlseeds.
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And you will drive out all the dwellersin the Land from before you and you will destroy all
their temples and all their graven imageswill you destroy...
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It refersto all their diversity and variety.

And you will drive out all the dwellers in the Land is similar to the expresson used in
describing the destruction of the Earth during the Great Deluge, where the phrase “with the
Earth” is understood to mean that 12 inches of the top soil was destroyed in the flood. To the
depths of the plough.
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Here when the Israglites were inheriting the land they were aso inheriting the powers that the
indigenous inhabitants had in the earth itself. As we learn in the Taimud, (Shabbat 85a) the
“Inhabitants of the Land” because they really understood how to make the Land a habitat. The
Chorite because they used to smell the earth. the Chivite because the used to taste the earth.
Because they had tremendous power of inhabiting the land and this is the power that the Jews
were about to inherit.
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The difference being, that when the power exists among the nations it only exists in the earthy
clothing, but when it comes to the Jews it comes al inclusive within the holiness.
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