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Korachftook.
WellearnlintheMidrashl(Numbers[Rabbahlll 8: 1 7)[Hekawlhlchainloflgreatnessicomingfromlhim.

Itlwasbecauselhelbawlthisthatltherelaroselsuchlhubrisfinfhislkoul.IBecauselhelgrewlkolsurelthat
Godlkeeshimlhslthelgreater'.0T hislshwvhatlitimeansvhenlthelversel(Proverbs[27:1)kays, ' Dolhot
givelthanksforltomorrow,becauselyouldolhotlknowlwhatthisldaybwilllproduce."

Becausellevenlvhenlyoulknowlthatllyoulhrelhssuredbflkalvation,lalpersonlkhouldineverlrelylonlit,
BecauselyoullheverlknowlhowllGodlrunslthelworldlinthelpresentlmoment.
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Korachftook.

Wellearnlinthe[Midrashl{Numbers[Rabbahll 8:2)IW hylislthelchapterloflK orachlplace dhextltolthe
ChapterlofllT'zitzit?Be causelKorachltookhltallisloflpurelbluelvoollandlhskedMoses, [hslthisITallis
obligedltolhavellT zitzitlorlnot?

Thellmeaningloflthislquestion(isibecauselthelbluelinlthelthreadloflthel T zitzitthintshtlfearloflGod.
Korach'slargumentliwaslthatlfe arloflGodlissolplainfandlobvioustolhim,lhelperceivesikolclearlylhow
everythingflislinlthelhandsloflheaven,levenlthelfearloflheaven.lHow,lthen,lisftlpossiblelthatla
personldolanythingfhgainstithelwillloflGod,ksincelthelwilllandthelctsfarelbothlGod'sldoing Pl t
wouldlbelimpossibleltoldolanythinglhgainstlthelwillloflGod.[So,[Korachlarguedl T allisloflpure
bluelwoollkhouldbelexemptlfromlzitzit.[Becausel T zitzitthinthtlfearloflGod.0But,theltruthlslthat
mbhisworldiGoddoeswvantittolbelinlfrontloflalperson’sleyes.

nooN 1773w N9V [PY MIPW DY MUXOX ‘WIDY 1P 'D 701 11 2157 [2:177 7137 127192] WA ROPR AP 1PN
7727 RITI 1IDY NWIIDN W DRIW 1YV [P 7371 1R DY 7797 195N 73 1712 P19 N2 IR TI0D K
5577 TWYNM 7IXITW 7170 27w 71X T3 127 WY OIRY X120 PR 7K .0AW DRI 17°DR 0°HW 2772 Yonw
7% NPARAT IR DY TR NYXOX 7D NPRIXM TI0DW 1VIV 7 7YY .39%77 XPWw 127 7wy PRI 71207 0K
0TRT 21YY 7 A1 o2waw o

Thislslthelmeaninglbflthe[TalmudChagigall 3b)I'Ezekiellprayedaboutlthelfaceloflthelox,wvhich

changedlolthelcherub.”

[Becauseltheloxthintsttltransparent ChockhmalWisdom,[andlhtltheldeepestlevelleverythingfis

Mei HaShiloach Trandation and Copyright
R. Mordechai Y osef Lainer of |zbicy J. Hershy Worch - 2007



Published Weeklyl by Yeshiva Ateret TzviI'The Open YeshivallllChicago,/Illinois

fromlheavenfandhlperson'sichoicelorlfreelmlllislanlillusion,fandholmorelthanlthelkhellloflthe
garlic.lltDonlylhppearstolexist,linfalperson'simind.BecauselGodlhidesthislwayslfromlpeople.lFor
Godlwantspeopleltolmakelanlefforttolworshipthim,andifleverythinglwerelirevealedhollonelwould
wantltolworship.[ThatlislwhylEzekiellprayedandlitiwaslchange dltolthelfaceloflallcherub,lmeaning
thatlGodlisthiddenllandlhumansicanloperatelunderfthelillusionlthatltheylhavelfreelwill.IAndko
therelariseslinltheirlheartlworshipfullthoughts.[ThisfslthelmeaningloflthelT'almudiclphrasell(ibid.)
"Cherubsllarelsmalllfaces."
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AndbvhylyoulollorditlbverlthelcongregationlbfliGod?
Korach'slargumentswas[thatltherelisinolsuchlthinglhslevelslorldegreeslofloneJewloverlanother.
BecausellGodlshmongfthem.

MeaningthatlGodldwellslinsideleachlpersonlequally.[As[slexplainedinlthelTalmudi(Ta'aniti3 1 a)
"Inlthelfuture,lGodhslgomgtolimake makhollldancelforthlllthelrnghteous.”IThe makholdance
referredtolinftheltexthisthlcircularldance [infwhichlnobodylislcloserltolthellcenterlthanlanyonelelse.
Korach'slargumentlwasthatlinthelpresentltime,thisfslsoltrue.
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IthvasthboutlthisfthatKinglSolomonlkaid,I' Alwiselkinglkscattersithelwickedlandrunslthelwheellover
them."[Therelislanthlternativeltranslation,;whichlreadsl'Godlcrownsthelwickedlandconfounds
themlthereby."M eaninglthatlthroughlthelcrownlanduniquelpositionltheylarelgiven,referringltolthe
distinguishedpositionlgiventolthelleviteliribelandthelleadershiplroleltheyltook, JGodlconfounded
Korach.IBecausellhow,MMoseslkcouldrguelvithlKorach,I'HowlkomewhenlllmadelthelribeloflLevi
speciallandidistinguished(itwithlhonors,Jandgavellyouldominionloverlthe[Jewishlpeople,lyouldidn't
arguelthatthllJewslhrellequal ?"
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Canlhlsolbelread,I'TooklKorach’.IAnlexpressionlof,l'whatlpossessedllyou? ' Hislactionvaslalmost
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aslthoughlonelpossessed.[ltlwasboutlthis,thatMoseslcriedlinfhisprayerl(Psalm®0:1)I'Lord!IYou
havelbeenlhlrefugeltoluslinfeverylgeneration.[Beforelthelimnountaimsiwerelborn,landthelearthland
thellunmverselwerelbirthed. ™ ountainslareldesireslandlongings. [And[itlwasaboutlthislthattMoses
prayed,lIGod,IY oulhre[Helwholgivesthlpersonltheldesirelandthelstre ngthltolhct. Mflthatfsthelcase,
whylkhouldhlpersonlbelblamedifltheylcannotlcontrollthemselves,[ifltheylcannotlovercomeltheir
desires,kincelhllstrengthlcomesfromiGod?
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TolwhichlMoseslreplies,I"Tollcountlouridays,kolbelittknown. MM eaningthatlGodlgiveslevery
personlthelhbilityltollcontainlhisldesires,andneverlgive slanyonelhllustlgreaterlthanlhisfabilitylto
withstand.IGodhlwaysliveslusithelappropriatellevelloflidesire.

"ReturnlOIGoduntillwhen,andlkhangelyourlmindhboutlyourlkervants. M eaninglthattMoseslwas
prayinglforlKorach,lthatlGodlgivelKorachlthelunderstandingthatlhellcanwithstandlhisldesireland
overcomelhis{ust.
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BecauselthelvholeltongregationlrehllholylhindGodlislhmonglthem.

Thislislwhatismeantlbyltheversel(Proverbs(ll 2:19)0"Truthfullipslendurelforever,butflying
tonguellastslonlylhlimoment."TT ' hellmeaninglisithatlthatltheltruthltheylkpokellastslforever,landthe
lieslnltheirmouthldisappearedlimmediately.

And(itfhsOfromthislverselthatthoselkoulsiwillthaveltheir Tikun/fixinglinlthelfuture.MthvaslKing
Davidlwholestablishedlthe yichus/genealogyloflthelllevites,linlthelchapterslofithelpsalmshvherelhe
refersltolthelll.eviteslasl'sonsloflKorach".0Thus,[helreturnedKorachlbackolhislplacelamonglthe
Jews.[Becauselhadlithotlbeenltolthenthdvantage [helivouldhotlhavelhscribedolthellLeviteslthe
genealogyllromKorach.lAslwellearnfinlthelTalmud(Shabbatl>5b),[I'Islitlpossiblelthatthelisfhlkource
oflkin,llyetlthelT'orahlfraceshncestryltolhim "
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Thshshlsoloneloflthelthirteenthermeneuticallprinciples.[Anythinglthathwaslincludedinlthellgeneral
butlwaslthenlparticularlylexcluded,lcannotibelreitegratedlintolthelwholeluntilltheTorahldoeslko
explicitly.[IKingDavidlreturnedKorachlintolthelWholelexplicitlylbyllnaminglthellauthorsloflthe
Psalmslas['childrenloflKorach". 0T hatlisbwhylthe[ArizallorderedlthelpsalmUoflthelkonsfloflKorachlto
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belireadlkevenltimesbeforelthelShofarlistblown.[ThisthaslbecomelthelcustomimonghllJews
whereverltheylhre.
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Whyldoyoullordbverltheltongregationbillzod P

Ithswntten(Isaiahl5 1:1.5)0'TputMylwordsnlyourlmouth,landlcoverlyoulwithlthelkhadowloflMy
hand."IW hatlthisimeans[islhsfollows;[EverylJewishlsoullhaslalks parkloflgreatlgoodnessivhichlGod
putslintolitlaslitsluniquelportion.[Butlsometimeslinlthisiworld,thatlsparklisidressedlinsidelgarments
thatlmakelitthppearltheloppositelofflwhatlitlis.[ThislisIthelmeaningloflthelverse,landlcoverlyoulwith
thelkhadowlbflimylhand."lEvenlthelgreatestlsoulslcan(belkclothedtolmakelthemlooktheloppositelof
whatltheylare [T hisbvaslthelcaselwithIMoses.[Sincelkcriptureltellsiusithatlmorelhumblelthanlany
man.lOnltheloutsidelhelappearedithelopposite [Andlthat'slwhylpeoplelarguedithatthelwantedto
lordlithoverlthem.
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SimilarlylwelfiinddwithIKinglDavid,lwhosellcharacteristiclwaslgoodnessthndllovelforJews laslvellearn
mbtheMidrash(ShocherlT'ovil)I'Whollookslforldesire ?IT hishisIDavid,lwhollovedhllJews."
Ithsboutthimthatlthelversel(Deuteronomylll 7:15)kays,I'Fromamongyourlbrotherslkhalllyou
appointlhlkinglamonglyourselves." MM eaninglfromsomeonelwholthasllovelforleverylJew.lAndlyet,lon
thelfaceloflit,[Davidlappeareditolbellimanlfullloflanger.[AslwelearnlinltheMidrash{(Genesis
Rabbah(b3:11)I'whenlSamuellthelprophetlksawlhowlredKinglDavidiwas,lhelwvaslafraid.IHelasked,
perhapsthelislalmurderer,likellisaulwholwasred " IAndIGodnsweredhim,I'with[beautifulleyes",
etc.
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GodbaidtoMoseslktc,.[AnditakefromlEachlbiflthemhlktaff,fromleverylbnebiltheirlfathers’
housesltakelbne.

ThelreasonMoseslwaslcommandedbylGodtoltakelthelbtatfslandlputlthemlintolthelkanctuary
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overnight,[afterltheleventsloflKorachletc.IBecauselthelstafflistalsymbolloflLife faslisiwelllknown.[hs
ithswritten,l(Zachariah(8:4) ISolkays[thelLordlofllHosts.ITheylwilllye thsitlinthelktreetslof[Jerusalem,
oldlmenlandloldvomen,leachiwithlthenstafflinthandlfromtheirfmanyldays.

GodlthereforelcommandedithatlthelstaffsibelcollectedtolhintltolthemlthatlinlthelfuturelGodwvill
showlklearlyltoleverylindividuallhowlhelarrivedatlhislduelportionfandiproperlplacelinltheleternal
life,landthowlholbnelwillibelhavelcauseltolbeljealousloffanyonelklse’slportion.

LM 73 ,MR TWYN IR AR 17AR MR NILAT IV 15 2R 1727 7o 70 aNND 1P 13 TR DR TR
TR 93% 7w AR TRYR 05 1% NN ARYR YW 7RI 1772 INIWWA WOR 291379 ,¥17°3 00 DY 111
,79720 PO RN X271 0NXIT 002 SNOART PRI PR YIRw TR

Beforelthat,lhowever,[beforelitlbecomeslklearltoleveryonelwhatlhislownlportionlisthelhasldesiresto
hislneighbor’slinheritancelasiwvelfindlinthelrebellionloflKorach,lwholhadldesireslandllongedfor
Aaron’sllportion.
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ThislexplainsithelmeaningloflthelrtualvithlthelktaffsbwhereinlGodkhowsleveryonelhislproper
place.[ForleverylindividuallhasthislownlgoodplacelandltherelisinolneedtolcomplainfaboutlAaron
andMoses Tportion.[AndthuswelseelindthelTargumbflOnkeloslthattheliranslateslthelverse,fThey
alllbawllandlkachltookhislktaft lthus:f Andltheylwerelinformed. [T he[[Targumidoeslnotkaylfandthey
saw, [becausebeinglinformedimeansltheylunderstoodndlcameltolthelrealisation,landleachlsaw
mtoltheldeepestidepthslofthiskoul’slkource.
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And[hlthoughlthelT orahlonlyldescribesthowlAaron’sistafflblossomed,Mwouldithinkthatltheylall
blossomed.[Whatlwas[differentlaboutlAaron’slktafilislthatlhlllit slrutisbwerelalreadylripenediand
finished.ForlthisfisftheluniquelqualityloflAaron,thatlhelisbwholefandlcompletelinfthisiworld,lin
everylonelbflhislhactsltherelisthotlonelrequiringlsubsequentlclarification.
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Otherliribesthowever,larelhotko.lThenthssayinglimaylrequirellonglperiodslofliime.lAndhlthough
therelareliribesvholpreciousnesslislverylgreat,limuchlgreaterlthanlthatloflthelCohenlIPriestslsuch
aslthel'mbelbflJudah,honethelesstheniBirrurllClarificationlre quiresitime.

AT LI M3 NN NIPOM I1TA DNIPPW DWW RIMIW AR AT IR 071172 27 ]9 OPK DWW IRW HIR
JJAT I8 annbwi B

ThislwaslcontraryltolAaron’slunderstanding,forltolbegimiwithlhelthoughtthelvaslgreater.MHelwas

Mei HaShiloach Trandation and Copyright
R. Mordechai Y osef Lainer of 1zbicy J. Hershy Worch - 2007



Published Weekly by Yeshiva Hteret TzvilllThel Openl YeshivalllChicago,1llinois

veryldisappointeditoldiscoverlhelisihot.[SolGodlgavelhimthe24[PriestlylGiftslromlthelbelongings
oflthelJewish[Pe ople,ltolshowlhimlthatlinlthishvorldllloflthehctlofltheJewswilllre quirelAaronlin
somelway,lforfalllarefjudgedibylcomparison,lforlinlthishvorldiGodkhowslpreferencelforlthe
completedldeed.lAnd,laslwellearninfthelSeferlY etzirahltherelarell 20permutationslofltheltheletters
offthellT'etragrammatonHIVIYIH.[AaronlslkconnectedolthelpermutationlY HV”H, [becauselthis
permutationlisithelonelwhichlrulesnlthisiworld.
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AndiheLevite,[helvillkerve.

WellearnlinlthellZohar,thatlthellevilislhe cessaryltolcompleteltheleftlsidelthroughthislvorkland
worship.IWhatlthismeans(sthis.IApersonlislkometimeslovercomelbylaldesirelinthistheartfor
something.IWhenlhelfghtslhgamstlittandkucceedslnlovercomingtiwithlallthismightandlrefuses
tolkuccumbltolitthelislcompletinglhimself,lfinishinglandmakingwholelthelflawlanddacklvithlwhich
helwaslborn.[Forleveryonelislborniwithlalhlpie celmissingthatlhelislre quireditolfix.0Aboutlthis[it(is
writtenlinllsaiah,lAndlyoullrelcalledlbinnerlfromlthelivomb.0Thiswvhatslknownlhstheleftlkide,
forlGodleftlittupltolthelindividualltolcompletelandlix.
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