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LetthemBvashltheirlhandshndfeet.

Thelmeaninglinlthelwashinglofithelcohen’slhandslandfeetlfromlthelcopperllaverlhintsftlthe
removallandnegationloflSelf.0That’sbwhatlwashinglimeans.laslwelse elinthelmatterloflthe
EglalArufal(Deut.[21:6) [asliskayslthere [andlthelelderslofithelfownlwashlthenrlhandslandkay,four
handsldidhotlshedthisIblood’.”lwhichlimeansltheylhrelsayinglthatltheylarelnotlpartiallorlinfanylway
connectedolthelmurderfwhichlhadbeenlcommitted
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Similarly,thellcohenlpriestiwholperformslanfactloflworshiplheedsltolwashlhisthandsfandlfeet,lwhich
1sltolksay,lhelheedsltolremovelhislpartialitylandhegatelhisimindlandwillbe forelthelwilllofiGod.
WhichlisltolkaylthatlheldoeslholactloflworshiplexceptliwhatlGodwants.
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Thelcommandmentltolwashlourlhandslinlthelmorninglandbeforeleating,lisksimilarlbe causelbefore
allpersonlbegimsltakinglcareloflhislphysicallneeds,[helneedsltolprayltolGodthatlifltherelcomesto
handkomethingfinfhisldealingsiwithlthelworld,lwhichlisl(Godforbid) lagainsthelwillloflGod,he
begsliGodlolremovelandtakelawayltheldesirelfrom(him.
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Evenliflhe’sldomgkomethingthatlislpermitted,ltherelcanlstilllbelgoodlorbadin(it.[becauselifla
personleatslsomethigpermitted,landthenltakesthatlenergylandldoeslalkinbwithlit,thenlit’s
obviouslthalheldidn’tlrecievelthelgoodlenergylinithatlthing.[T'hat’ slwhatlthelwashingfhs:it’sllprayer
tolGodlthatlinlreceving,lhelreceivelonlylthelgoodlinthatlthing.
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Becauselhlpersonlkanimakelalconditionhotltolacceptlanlinheritancelthatlarrivesffrombthelother
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place.lThat’sbwhyllthe parshah/portionfoflthelCopperllLaverlhaslbeenlfixedlintoltheksiddurl(prayer
book)beforellmorninglhndleveningkervice,andlbeforelthelportionloflthelkacrifices.IBecauselive
don’tlwantltolpraylforiwhatlGodldoesn’thvant.
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IGwilliremoveMylhandshndyoulwillkeeMylback,butMylfacelwillhotbelseen.

WellearninltheIT'almudl(Berachotl7a)fromlthislverselwellearnfthatlGodkhowedIMoseslthelknot
ofllthelkefillin.
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Tefilhinthinttht D veikut/cleavinglandconnection,hslinlthelverselGenesisi30:8, Naftoleillslohim
Nitfialt/TlamboundbylGod.IWhichlisltolkaylthatlwelareltie dkolGod,nolmatterfivhatlhappens[to
us.[WellrelinseparablelfromHim.
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Aslwellearninlthe[T'almudl(ibid.l6a)IW hatlisbwritteninfthekefillinlofltheMM asterlofltheluniverse ?
Thelanswerlls MillGoillGadol/ Wholislalgreatinationllikelyourlpeoplellsrael ?IW hichlis[tolsaylthat
GodltakeslpridelinlthelJewishlpeople,thatltheylareliedtolhim,landthatiGodlsiie dtolthemlevenlif
theylksin.[T'helbondlofllovelcannotibelbroken.
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Butl*Mylfacelwilllnotlbelkeen”kuggestsithatlGodkhowedMosesleverythinglthatthadlhappened
fromlthelpastltolthelpresent.MHelcouldlseelclearlyleverythinglthatlGodwaslbuildingloutloflthose
deeds.[Thislislthelmeaninglofl‘youlvllkeeMylback” [meaningthelpast.
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Butl*Mylfacelvllinotlbelkeen”kuggeststhatlthelpresentlvasinotlshowntoMoseslbylGod.[Because
thelhcceptanceloflhlllthelpunishmentsfcamelthroughMoseslandwvastoldIbylhim,kolastlvere [God
waslunableltolkhowlhimlhowlevenlinthelpresentlGodlinlperfecttharmonylwithlthe[Jewishlpeople.
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ThislislwhylwelearninthelMidrashl(Tanchuma,lChukati8) [T hingslthatlwereotltoldtoMMoses
werelkaidolR.0IAkiba.lAs[itlisbwrittenFalllthisOpreciousnesslimyleyesthavelbeen”lwhichlistolsaylhe
sawltheltefillinloflGod.[Becauselhelcouldseelhowlevenlinlthelpresent,lthelheartlofiGodls
completelylwithlthe[Jewishlpeople.IThislexplainstheTalmud{Makot(7 a) IRabbilAkibalkaidf Had(ll
beenlhmonglthelSanhedrin,holonelwouldleverthavelbeenlputltoldeath. becauselRabbilAkiba
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couldkeelhowllGod’stheartlislalwayslinlperfe cttharmonylwithltheJewishlpeople.
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Makelyourselvesholgravenimages.

Gravenlhintsftlrules.[ThelTorahltellsluslthattwhenllyoulhave binat/halevfjunderstandingloflthe
heart,[andlitlisIclearltolyoulwhatlyoulheedltoldo,lthenlignoreltheliruleslandfollowlthe
binahlunderstandiglofllyourtheartandlknowlhowltolctlinleveryldetail.
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AslwelfindwithEljjahthelprophetlonIMountlCarmel.[See/parshah/portionloflChukat,lonlthe
verse,[[I'heyljourneyedfromlOvot,Jorlitlislexplainedthereatlength.
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GodlkaiditoMoses,fIhavebeenlthisibeoplelhndlbehold,itlishktifflneckedlpeople’.

“Ithavelseen”lmeanslthatlGodkawltolit;khatiHelixedlthislcharacteristiclinlthemlinforderlthatlthey
belhbleltolhavelenduranceltolvithstandlthelpagans.
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Makelyourselvesholgravenimages.

Now,lthellhamel'human’refersltolthe binah/understandingfand seichel/insightloflthelmind.
Becauselfromthelpointlofiviewloflthelbody,there’stnotimuchldifferencelbetweenhlhumanandlan
animal:lwhatlhappensftolthislone [happenstolthisfalso.[Solalpersonlisinothumanibe cuaseloflhis
body.IThelbodylsjustlakheathlforlthelkourcelofllife fandllthelthoughtsfanddesiresfanddeeds
thatlpassloverlthellperson,itheylcomelfrom(thelbody.
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Therefore [whenlhlpersonldesireslsomething,lhelneedsltolfocusfandlmeditatelandlreatlitfasthough
hisllifelwerelaboutltolde partlfromhisibody.fthelfeelsithatlhislifeforcelcontinuestoldesirelthis
thing,thenlitlimeans(it’slalpermanentldesirefandivilllastlforever.
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Because,lfromlthelpomtlofiviewloflthelbody,lherellcouldn’tibelbuchlanfunderstanding,fasithe
sourceloflthelbodylislonlyltemporarylandkolthelbodylonlyldesireslimundanelandtemporarylthings.
Andlevenl(iflthelbodylcan(belgivenltolundersatndithatlthelthinglitldesire sthasnolpermanence,lithwill
stillldesirelitlbecauselthelbodyfitselflhasholpermanence.
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Butlthelmind,helkoul,lcanfappreciatelthatlthatlwhichlhaslholpermanencelisihotlworthylofldesire.
ThislhslwhatDaniellmeantlvhenlhelsaid(Daniell7:15)FMykpirittburrowed,ll,IDaniel,linsidelits
sheath.”[IWhichlisltolsaylthatlthellifelinlhimlrecognisedithatfitiwvaslstandingfhlone, ke paratedfrom
hislbodylandthatlhisibodylwas[butlalkheath
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Andlthishslthelmeaningloflthelphrase,lgravenlimages.IGravenlimageslarellmadelbylpouringland
mixing,whichlisltolsaylifltherelcomesitolyoulldesire, Jdon’tlmixltlwithlyourphysicalldesiresland
mundanelpleasures.[Becauselthen,you’lllneverlunderstandiwhatlitlrulylis,;whetherlit’slalgood
thing.IButllookhtlitlwithrealdife.
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