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When you go to war on your enemies, etc ... and take captiveits captive

What thisrefers to isthe good thing to be found in that nation. Because good things can be found
in al nations, so long however as it is among them, it is in captivity. When it comes to the
Jewish people, then the good thing becomes whole. And the good thing that the nations have is
just the longing and the desire. For that which we find they have actualized a good aspect is but
temporary.
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But the desire and the longing they have that gives them the understanding that this thing is
lacking, this is what has to be assmilated into the Jewish people. So long as this desire and
longing is among the nations, it is in captivity. Because the power of desire and longing comes
only from God. And this only belongs to Isradl.

QP12 RO DRI APWNRW (a7 533 ,5XIW° TIN? 021377 A% 77 0P 0 ATW 1°2°W 073 R¥PIT AW IR
SRWYH P10 PO PR AT WAN P71 IPR TPIWNT 0D %D 72w X7

skeskesieskeskeskesieskoskskesksk sk skskok

And you will desire her and take her for yoursdf as a wife, and bring her into your house
etc... and shewill shaveetc.... Remove the clothing of captivity from upon her.

The truth is anything that finds favor in the eyes of a Jew must surely have something good in it.
What needs to be clarified, however, is whether it is something superficial, that looks favorable,
or whether it is true grace. Hence the commandment to remove from this woman everything
superficial, for then if she continues to find favor in his eyes, then definitely there is something
good in her.
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And you will seeamong her captives

It says in the Tamud (Kiddushin 21b) the Torah only spoke (K’Neged) to contrast the evil
inclination. The reason that here the Torah has permitted something to contrast the evil
inclination which is something we don't find anywhere else at al, is because we find,
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sometimes, that a person’s desires overcome him, to the point where he cannot move at al or in
any way. Then it becomes clear that the thing comes from God, as we find with Judah. So, the
Torah reveals this so that the person who finds himself committing the act should not despair.
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If a man has arebellious son

The meaning behind the connection of the various verses and subjects in this chapter is as
follows. At first there arose in the heart of the man a desire to take her. And obvioudly, it
occurred to him that her deeds are good, because we are not talking about fools. Then he grows
to hate her, when he finds that her deeds are nothing like he imagined. As his hatred grows, his
anxiety grows and he asks himself what was the desire and longing he had for her? He may
comfort himself in his heart saying, ‘perhaps our child will have that good in him.” Then he sees
the child who is born is rebellious. He brings the child to the beth din, who kill him! There is
aroused in his heart grief and pity on his son, who was killed in innocence. As the Taimud
(Sanhedrin 72a) says, ‘because he ate a kilo of meat and drank half a litre of wine he should be
killed?
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The man grows very depressed from these things and all the changes that have passed over him.
That iswhy we are told here, You must not allow his corpse to hang on the gallows, for it is
the curse of God. This is God, comforting a father and telling him ‘of course your son had
something good in him’ because if he had nothing good in him, God would not be so particular
about him that his corpse not hang. This signifies that the corpse is not merely a dead thing, but
that it was a person with something good in him that needed to be assayed. And not for nothing
was there desire in his father to take his mother.
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The next chapter deals with the restoration of a lost article for with God there is a tiqun (fixing)
for al things, that nothing ever be reected of any desire or any action that was done among
Israel. For every thing is done with divine supervison. That he took the mother, was only
because of his desire for the good in her. That he hated his son was only hatred for the evil in
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him. And even the killing of his son was not in vain, for that proved that he was innocent.
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When you come across a bird’s nest... Send away the mother bird and the fledglings take
for yoursdlf...

Mother refers to Generalities, rules and codes of Torah. The code of the Torah makes a person
responsible to ensure that every act is correct and reconciled with the Three Cardinad Rules.
(Zohar 11 210a) That no act cause the least degree of damage to 1.) God, 2.) the entire Jewish
People, 3.) the person performing the act. As has aready been discussed previously in the
chapter of “Everyone should fear his mother and father.”
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These rules have to be followed equally by everyone, and apply to everyone equally at all times.
They dso dictate that no one has to sacrifice their life over the transgression of a small
Commandment. And this is what is meant by the verse, Send away the mother; meaning,
sometimes you have to throw away the rules, not to look at what’s best for everyone, but to be
willing to give your life for the smallest detail, as we see with Daniel who was ready to give his
life for the observance of the the rite of the Mincha- Evening prayer service. As we see with
Mordecha whi was ready to die rather than bow to Haman, and R. Akiba who was ready to give
his life in order to observe the command to wash his hands before eating. Which would seem to
be in direct contradiction of the Three Cardina Rules of the Torah mentioned above.
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They understood that this particular Mitzva - Commandment applied to them at the very root and
source of their souls. Because every person has a particular Torah Commandment to which they
are related in a unique and specia way, as has been discussed numerous times. This is what the
verse is hinting at when it says, And the fledgelings shall you take for yourself; meaning that
you must go with the understanding of your heart. (Banim - Fledglings - Bina - Understanding)
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Thisiswhat is meant in the Talmud (Hulin 139a) When you come across a bird’s nest... Come
across, and not when it is something you have prepared in advance. Because it is forbidden
to manufacture or orchestrate such an event in one's life, to endanger oneself. It’s only if it
happens by accident, that one finds oneself in a place or situation that calls for a response, and
not if he made it happen himself.
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As we learn in the Tamud (Berachoth 33a) Whosoever says, “On the birds nest Your mercy
reaches,” we silence him. Because God has ways and means of bringing events about so that a
person doesn't even have to come to any sort of sacrifice in order to prove his connection to the
source of his soul. God can save him without him sacrificing himself. As is discussed in the
chapter of the Sheep and its Offspring you shall not slaughter on the same day. (Leviticus,
Emor.)
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When two men are fighting, etc.... and she grabs his vulnerables, and you shall cut off her
palm etc...

This is a metaphor. When a person shames his friend by revealing his weakness, something of

which he is ashamed, this is the meaning of the verse ‘and she grabs his vulnerables i.e.
something of which he is ashamed. And you should cut off her palm means that he thereby
loses al his merits, because the palm of the hand always refers to the right hand (Menachot 9b).
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Remember what Amalek did to you

We learn in the Midrash (Tanchuma, Ki Teitze 7), The verse says here ‘Remember’, and
the verse says there (In the Ten Commandments) regarding the Sabbath, ‘Remember’ the
Sabbath to sanctify it. This is like someone who says ‘remember so-and-so my lover,
over a kitchen full of savories. Remember so-and-so my enemy, over an empty kitchen.’

What this means is as follows: in the future, when the evil inclination will have been eradicated
from the world, the natural consequence will be that desire and lust will disappear. For now, the
work of the evil desire is to seduce the heart of a person to sin, so, when a person overcomes his
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desires and does the will of God he does so with tremendous triumph. And, as we learn in the
Zohar (Vol 111, 47b) on the verse from Ecclesiastes (10:1) “more precious than honor and
wisdom is a little foolishness.”
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Similarly when a person achieves rest after davery, he initialy feels tremendous satisfaction but
when a person grows used to alife of ease, he no longer feels such satisfaction in it. That is why
the verse tells us to remember; for we have to remember how we were in bondage and we have
to remember how our evil inclination overcame us. And from this, we will be inspired with fresh
desire and we will enjoy our comfort.
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And thisis the meaning of ‘over an empty kitchen'. Because al the sins, the pain and fights to be
found among Jews comes from the power of Amalek; he is called first among nations and this is
the meaning of the verse (Exodus 17:60) ‘God’'s war with Amalek from generation to
generation’. And when Amalek’s power will disappear, then when we remember it we will find
new desire.
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