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SayltolthelCohanim/PriestslsonslbflAaronhndbaytolthem,Holhotlimakelyourself Tameh/defiled
tolhnylpersonhmongiyouripeople.

CohenlrefersltolthellpersonliwholworshipslGod,Jandlknows[thatlthingsiwhichlhappenlinlthelworld
don’tll happenl byll accident,[ butll understandsll everyll eventll 1sll governedl byll Divinell Providence.
SomeonelwholknowslthatlGod’slonlyldesirelisfforlthelbenefittoflHisereatures.
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Preciselyllsuchlallpersonllmightlbelbotheredlbyllcomplaints,Ibecauselhellmaylobserveleventsthat
appearlltollbelthel worklofllthellcharacteristiclofll God’sI Din/Judgment.IBecausellanyonellwhol has
decidedlthatlthingsloccurlinlthelworldlbyllaccidentllcan’tThavelcomplaintsiwhenlthingsIdon’tlgolhis
way,lIbecausellhe’slalreadylldecidedlthatlthingslhappenlbylaccident.0Butlalpersonlwholknows[lthat
everythingflislinlthelhandsloflheaven,lmightthavelcomplaints.
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That’s0whyllGodlexhortsIthelCohen/Priest,Ilmeaning,ltolthoselwholworshiplHim,I“dolInotlmake
yourself Tameh/defiledltolanylpersonlamonglyourlipeople.”I Thislisltolsay,lthatlhelmustinotlhave
anyllcomplaintsfagainstlGod’sljudgment,lbe causelthat’slthelmeaninglofll* Tameh/defiledltollalsoul :
ComplaintsfagainstlGod.
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ThelsourceloflcomplamtsfatiGodlarelcomplaintsfagainstIDin/Judgment,whichlcomeloflseeinglloss
andwantlinlthelworld,JaslislexplainedlinlthelZoharl(VollIII,088b) . Therefore, 1Godlcommanded
MosesltokayltolthelCohanimndkaylhgain.[Becauself sayinglislalwayslgently.
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Thatl meansl ‘toll whisper’l toll thosell wholl worshipll God,l notll toll havell complaintsll evenll against
Din/Judgment.l Becausell God’slkavanah/intentlislalwaysltolldol Good,levenllwhenl exhibitingthe
characteristicloflDin/Judgment.lEvenlthen,IHislkavanah(s,ltltheldee pestddepths,koldolGood.
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SayltolthelCohanim/Priests...

WelllearnlinltheIMidrashl(TanchumallEmor(l1) ,[*allparableloflalKinglwholsaidltolhisIchieflbutcher:
Dolmelalfavor,ldon’tlookhtlaldeadbody,lever.[Solthatlyouldohotlcontaminatelimyllpalace’.
ThelbutcherlislthelonelwholhslinlchargeloflpreparinglithelfeastlforlthelKing.0SolthelKingwarnslhim,
‘aslyourljoblisltolcaterlimylSimchah/Joy,lbelsurelhottolcauselsadness.lForllookinglhtltheldeadlslthe
oppositellof simchah.
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Thslisbwhyfhtlsays,[sayltolthelCohanim’;lthatltheyllshouldlseeltolitinotltolcauselitheloppositelsince
theyllwerellchosenltolbringldownlithelflowlof Simchah/JoylandltolcreatellgoodwilllbeforelGod,Iwith
theirlwvorship.
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SayltolthelCohanim/PriestslsonslbflAaronhndbaytolthem,Holhotlimakelyourself Tameh/defiled
tolnylpersonhmongfourlpeople.

ThellCohen/Priestlislchosen,Ibecause,litlislthroughlhimlthatCalllactslofltheJewllarelfixedJandwilled
beforelGod.ISolthelCohenlslkcommandedhboutlthelI'umah/Defilementlofldeath,becauseldeathlis
theloppositeloflthis.
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JustlasOinlalpersonltherellexistsIthell Nefesh/Soul,Jthell Ruach/Spiritlandlthel Neshama,llandlthe

perfectionofltheifeloflthe[Nefesh/SoullcomeshboutlonlylwhenlitliskconnectedtolthelRuach/Spirit
andltheNeshama.[That’sOwhylatInight,lwhenlthelRuach/SpiritlanditheINeshamalareldisconnected
fromit,[thellNefesh/Soullremainsiwithoutlthellpowerltolact.lIAndlthat’slwhylnthellmorningwelmake
thelblessinglfwholraisesluplthelbowed’,[becauseliwhenlthe[Ruach/SpirithndtheNeshamalireconnect
tolthe[Nefesh/Soullandthelbody,heylraiselthelbodylandlithelNefesh/Soul,lwhichlayltherelallinight
withoutlthelpowerltolhct.
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Justlaslithshnlthelindividual Isoltoolsitlwithlthelcommunity.[ThelCohen/Priestlislthelheadloflthe

Communityllofisrael JandlpreciselylthelsamelrankthatlconsciousnesslholdslinlthelNefesh/Soullof
thelperson,lsolislthellCohen/Priestlinlthelcommunity.lAllJewslonltheirldifferentllevels,lonelhigher
thanlthelother,Jfollowllthel Cohen/Priest,llikelthelpartsloflalhumanlwhichOarelledIbylthelhead,
connectinglalllthelwaylldownUtolthelactivellimbs.l Whenlallpersonlislawake,Ithenlhislheadlislin
chargeloflallthisllimbs.
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AsllthelBaallShemTovlsaid,['whereverllalperson’slthoughtslare,Ithat’slwherelthelwholelpersonlis.’
Whenllallpersonlisliasleep,lthere’stnoldifferencellbetweenlhislheadlandlotherllimbs.[That’sIwhyllthe
Torahlcommandsthimlhotltolbecome Tameh/Defiledtolaldeadbody,becauselhelislthelappointed
onellandlhaslthelpowerltolfixlanythinglthel[Jewlldoes.IThelldeadIbodylhislallmetaphorldescribinglithe
opposite,lsomethingwithoutlthellcapacitylforfactionlorlchangellandivithoutlthellabilityltolfixlanything
damagedlorlwoundedhnlitsllifetime.l ThelCohenlislunique,linlthatlhelcanlfixlalllthelactionsloflithe
Jewishllpeoplelsolthatlhothinglandnolonelislexcluded.
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Squashed,crushedlndlcutlorlsevered,[testicles]theselyoulshalllnotlbringlhslkacrificesltolGod.
Andlinyourlland,iroulkhallhotMo... (Leviticus22:24)

Whichllmeans[notltolmocklanyllcreatureloflGod,laslwellearnlinlthel T'almudl(Chagigall 4b) ,I‘from
herellwellearnl thatl castratingl animalslisl forbidden.’l ' Thell reasonl forll thel prohibitionlisl thatl1tl1s
forbiddenltollmock.
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AndlasIwellearnlindthelTalmudUthere,[“TheylaskedIBenlZomal‘whatlisIthel Halacha/Law,01s0it
permissibleltolcastratefalidog? IAndlhelanswered,lquotinglthislverse,[f Inlyourllandlyoulshallinotldo,
Anythingll inll yourll landll youll shalll notll do.’ll Thenl theyll askedl him,[l ‘And0 all virginll whol became
pregnant,lislshelpermittedltollal CohenllGadol/HighUPriest?’l Andlhelanswered,l‘Yes.l Andlthey
asked,l‘ShouldlwelnotlbellconcernedlaccordingltolShmuel,lasl Shmuellsaid,lI0canlhavelsexual
mtercourselwithfalwomanmanylimeslwithoutlbreakinglherlhymen? lAndlhellanswered,l' Weldon’t
haveltolworrylhboutlShmuel;lithskoolrare.’
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Theselquestionslitheylaskedlhim,lwerellbecauseltheylsawlthatlhelhadhotldescendedlfromIParadise
mlpeace.lAslthelT'almudUsays,IHellglanced,landwasldamaged. IAndltheyllunderstoodlthathellmust
havelformulatedlanfunwholesomellthought,JlandImustlsomehowllhavelenteredlintollsomelprofound
error.0SolthelfirstlquestionltheyllaskedIhimlwaslperhapsiwhetherlhellcouldImocklanylcreaturellof
God,andlthattisiwhyltheyllaskedlhimlwhetherfithsIpermissiblelitolcastratefaldog,[becauseltheldogliis
thellleastthonoredUcreaturelinlthellworld.0SoltheylaskedlthemUiflhelpermutslitslcastrationlbecause
theylwantedtolknowlwhetherlhelwouldlfinditleasyltoldisregardltheldog’slexistence.lHellanswered,
‘Everythinglinllyourllandlyoullmayhotldo, lmeaning,litlisfforbiddenltolcofilatianylcreaturelofiGod.
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Thenltheyllaskedlhim,lbecauseltheylthoughtlthatlhislmistakelmightllbeltolthelcontrary,lestlhelgive
morelhonorftolcreaturesithanlisdduelthem,lthelquestionlconsideringthelvirginlwholhaslgiven(birth:
1slshelpermittedltolthelCohenliGadol/HighlPriest?IBecauselthelCohenllGadol/HighOPriestlislthe
mostlchosenllamongllcreatures,llestiBenlZomalendowlhimlwithllgreaterlimportancelthanlslproper.
ThislisOwhylhelrespondedUthatlShmuellisinotllikely.IbecauseltherelisInolneedltolbe Machmuirlll
stringentlwithlthelholinessloflthelCohenlGadol,fandtolbelconcernedllesslimprobabilitiesloccur.So
therefore,khellisipermitted.
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Really,lhislchiefllmistakelwaslthatlhelperceivedlgreatlgaplbetweenlthelwatersibelowlhndlthelwaters
abovelthelheavens.IBecauselinlfact,ftherelistnoldistancelbetweenlthemlbutlalhairbreadth,Jonlylthe
Rakia/Heavenlkeparateslthem,IAndbecauselbothloflthemlarelGod’slcreation,ltheylbothlhaveltolbe
acceptedlaslthelwillloflGod.0'ThislislthelmeaningloflthelsheeplthatlwasIbroughtlwithlthelOmer
sacrifice,lwhose Mincha/Ofteringlwasldoubled,ltwoll tenths ofl flour.l Onell correspondinglltol the
watersll above,[l andll onell toll thell watersll belowl thell heavens.[l Thell sheepl sl all symboll ofll the
Rakia/HeavenldividingIbetweenlthem.IAswelllearnlinlthelTalmudl(Chagigalll 5a) ,I1BenlZomallsaid
“T’helgaplbetweenlthellwaterslbelowllandlthellwaterslabovelislonlylthreelfingersibreadth, landlthey
respondedlkaying, BenlZomalislktilllonltheloutside.
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Becausellhislperceptionlwaslthatll therellislsuchlalbigldifferencelbetweenlbadllongmglandlgood
longing.
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ThellreasonforlBenlZoma’slmistakelislinlperceivinglsuchlhlwidelgaplbetweenlthelwaterslaboveland
thelwaterslbelow,[because,inftruth,theylcomelfromonelkource.
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Waterllisthllmetaphorfforlidesire.
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Now,hlpersonlhasltwolkindslofldesire:

1. ThelfrsthshnstinctuallandlcomesOwithbirth,fashslexplainedlinltheIMidrash(GenesisIRabbah,18)
“Thelworldlslfulllof Hesed/Lovinglkindness.”

2. Thelsecondlslrational.

Fromlthe Hesed/LovinglkindnesslallpersonlicouldImistakenlyllcomelltolthellconclusionlthatltisOhis
dutyll toll havell mercyll uponl thell merciless,ll andl soll it mightl bell thoughtll toll bell all lesserll forml of
Hesed/Lovinglkindnesslthanllthelrationalltype.lNevertheless,lfromlthelperson’sipointlofllview,lhis
compassionllandldesire,Jevenlwhenlwronglylldirected,larellflawless.JAndlifllallpersonlcanldirectlhis
natural Hesed/Lovinglkindesslltolmakelitlcongruentlwithlthelwilllofl God,Thelislfarllgreaterithan

someoneloperatingloutlofllogic.

That’slwhyltldoeshotlsaylin(Psalms[1 48,[thatlthelwaterslbelowlthelEarthiwilllpraiselGod,laslitlsays
aboutlthellwatersllabovelthelheaven.[IflhtlisthnOpraiseloflGod,lthenlitlislcalled' thelwaterslabovellthe
heaven’.
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Forthnltruth,Iwhatlhslalperson?IWhatlcouldlhelpossiblylachievelbylhislownlactions,Jandlfrom{his
ownllthoughts?IButlwhenlalpersonldoesliwithlhisInaturallinclination,JthenlhelisIworkingwithUthe
powerslthatiGodputlinfhim.
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So,too,litlwilllbelinlthelfuturelwhenlGodldemonstratesthowlleverythinglithatthappenedicamelfrom
Him.[Ilttwilllbelapparentlthatltherelheverlwaslhlse parationbetweenlthelwatersfabovelandlthelwaters
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ThislislwhylRabbilAkivalwarnedlhislstudents,[*Whenllyoulreachlithelplacelofllpurelmarble,ldolnot
saylI‘water,lwater”.’
Thellchieflwarninglhelgavelthemlwas(notlto repeaflthelwordl'water’ltwice,Jforlatltheirlsource,lthey

arelone.lUnderstandlthis.JJApendix]
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