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Andlitivilllbe,finally,thatlyoubvlllistenitoltheselcommands

[WellinltheIMidrashl(GenesisIRabbal42:3)lthatlwheneverlalchapterbeginsiwithlthelHebrewlword,

V’hayalll Andhitbwilllbe’ [ithslalpromiselofljoy.[ThelsecondHebrewlwordloflithelchapterlis Eikevll
‘finally’.[IBecause,inlthelfuture, lGodwilllbelreve aledlinkightloflthelwholelworld,landleveryl]Jewliwill
bellableltolseelthatltherelneverlexistedlalsinglelCommandmentiwithoutlalireasonlandlpurpose.ltls
onlylrightlhowlthatfulfillinglthemlisIburdensomelbecauselweldon’tlunderstandltheldee plbenefitslto
bellfoundlinsidelthem,landltheyllappearllaslstatutesIwithoutlrhymelorlreason,Imakinglthemlfeel
onerouslhndlchallenging.
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ButlloncelitlbecomeslclearlthatleverythinglhappenediwithlexactitudelinlorderftolbenefitlthelJewish
PeoplellithatInothingliwasIwithoutlalpurpose,l(Psalmsl1 26:2)0‘thenlourllmouthsiwilllbelfille dlwith
laughter’landwelwilllbelin{Joy.
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Andltivilllbe,Tinally,thatlyoulvilllisten...

IWellearnlinltheIMidrashl(DeutlRabbahl3: 1)IHalachal-Othisfislthellaw.0AJJewlwhoUhaslallmenorah
madelofllsections;[lislhellallowedltolmovelitlonlthelSabbath I Thislislwhatlourlsagesitaught:lHellwho
jomslthelarmsloflthelmenorahlbyllaccidentlmustlbringllanl‘accidentallsin’Doffering.lUnderlwhat
sectionll ofllthellawllislhel guilty? Rabbill Abuhulinl thellnamelofll Rabbill Y ochananlsaid,[ ‘whoever
assembleslallmenorahlonlthelSabbathlisllikelsomeonelwholbuildsfoniSabbath,landwhoeverllbuilds
onll Sabbathl1s guiltyll ofll all transgrssion. Whatll 1s0 thell connectionll betweenl thisl Halachall andll our
portion?
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ThellconnectionlisUthis:0'Thellprohibitionlagainstimovinglalmenorahlstemslfromlconcernllestlthe
personltransgressl thell prohibitionll againstlbuilding.l Becausell whenl hellmovesl thellmenorah,[ the
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sectionslfromwhichlitlisassembledightenlthemselveslthroughlthisimovementloflthem.lAndhelwill
havel transgressedl thell prohibitionll againstl building,l sincell thell prohibitionl againstl buildingllisI not
quantified.0ItlisOthereforelforbiddenlinlthelslightestldegree. JAndlitlislimpossibleltolmeasurellan
amountloflbuilding.
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Now,[1fll all personll complainsl thatll Godll comes[l againstl hisl creatures,l] Godl forbid,l withll unfair
demands,lbecauselHellgavelthemIcommandmentslthatlarelimpossibleltolfulfilllbecauseltheylare
unquantifiable,l thell Midrashll addressesl thatll with[ thel following,l saying:ll “Wherell didl thell Jewish
peoplelsuccesstullyllobservellSabbath ?1Onlyllonlthatlverylthelfirstloccasion,lwhenlitlwaslgivenlto
themlinlOlush,lasfitlishwrittenl(Exodus,l1 6:30)IAndlthelpeoplelrestedlandimadelShabbes.IAndlest
youllsaylthatlGodlinlorderltolhurtlyou.INo,lthsInotlso.0ThelSabbathlwaslonlyligivenllyoulforllyour
benefit.”
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WhatllthelMidrashlisOteachingllusfislthatlevenlthelsuccessfullobservancelofllal Commandmentlis
somethingll thatlislsolelylinl thel handsl ofl God.0 Onlyllwhenll Godl givesl thell personlstrengthlis0it
possiblelforthimtolobservelanylCommandment.[Sincelbylalllthatfisthuman,itiwvouldibelimpossible
tolimagielhowlthelJewslcouldlhavelobservedlthatverylfirstiSabbathlinfalllitsimyriadldetaillwithout
practicellandwithoutllbeingusedltolht,latdoncelandlonlthelverylfirstltime.llslitlpossiblelthatinotlone
Jewltransgressedlfromlonelsmalllaw?lAndlyet,lthelT'orahlbearsiwitnesslaboutllltheJewishlpeople
thatltherelwasnotloneltransgression. I Thislislthelproof,lthatlGodlcompleteslandfinisheshtlforlus,
andlthatlalllourllactionslreceivelallpositivelinterpretation.[ T hislislthelmeaningloflthelverse, Andlit
willlbe Ifinallyllthatllyouliwillllisten,Ibe causelinlthelend, lGodlwillldemonstratelclearlylhowllalllthe
Jewishll peoplell followedl Hisll sacredl desire.
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Oftspringlbilyourltattle

Thislrefersltolthatlplacelwherelhlpersonlhctslunconsciously,laslthoughliwithoutlhwareness.lEven
there,lGodwilllagreeltolimakelitlgood.
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Ifll youll sayll inll yourll heart,]l manyl(l arell thell nations,[l etc.] Doll notll bell afraidll ofll them.

Howllcanltherellbelalprohibitionlagainstdsomethinglthatlhappensiinvoluntarily,lwithoutlalperson
wantinglitlTtolcommand,fdolhotlbelfraid IThowlcanlonelcommandthelheartihotltolbelafraid P ths
likel this:0allperson'slactionslreveallwhatlislinsidel hisD heart.l Andl throughlthel fulfillmentl ofll the
commandments[itlbecomeslitransparentltheldeepestldepthsloflalperson'siheart.lSo,lforllexample,la
manlwholrefusesldominionloverthislfriendlevenliflhelcanldominatelhim.IThisfisiprooflthatthelfears
God.
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Andlagain,[iflalpersonwilllbeautifylalmitzvahibylspendinglonelthirdimorelthanhelcanfaffordlsfour
sageslhavelexplained,lthislisIproofl(BabalKamal9b)lthatThelloveslGodlfromltheldeepestldepthslof
histheartlandhotjustlanoutsidelveneer.

LA PV KDY 927 prIvm /i 3R RITW PRI IR [0 X6P X22] D710 AmRnD wOLW Y NIXmA 1700 OXY

AndlthatlhisIthelmeaningllofithelcommandmentlhere.lGodlwarnslusltolbanishlillusionlfromlthe
heartloflithe[Jew,becauselreallylinltheldeepestldepthsloflithelheartlofltheJew,ltherelisltremendous
confidence,butlinlorderffolhccesslthelconfidence,lwelhaveltolbanishlthelillusion.[Becauselthellruth
1s,1Godltakesolpleasurelinfourlfearloflthellillusory.0Asfthshwrittenlinllsaiahl(45:19),0'l did not say
to the seed of Jacob, Go into a waste land to make request of Me."TWastellandl(hebrew tohu)
refersltolfearloflthelillusory.

PP 0P 0°5°1% X ,NIDIPN HRIWw? 253 X¥mI NaRa 05 LHRIwS abn 1PnT TP0nY wR 1T (RS O
TN 1WR WTIN AP YT TNIAR XY [L77 770 Y] wrmd 7RI DR PIom XY 7wn nnxa 3 ,0an
PR DW IR 1000

Allpersonllhaslltolknowlthatltherellislal GodIwholgovernsll thellworld,Iwhosell desirelitlisl thatlHis
creaturesllivelinlserenity.l AndlwhenlGodlcommandedlusinotltolbelafraidlHelmeantInotltolbe
afraidloflthelillusory.[Thislwilllbellexplainedllater{indDeuteronomy(20:1),linltheversel"Whenlyou
seelhorseslandlchariotslandhlgreatthostloflpeople’.

IR XOW 177 KN KD PIIAW 0 NYTR 202 1 PRTIAw 73171 ,8719a 20mm w00 nYTe 0IRm Y
Jovow NwId] 1571 27 OY 2571 010 MORT PI0DI IRANW WD 71N

skesfeskokeskeskskokokskskokokokkekokok ok

Dolhotlkay,lketc...[bylmylkrighteousnessiGodmhaslbroughtlineltolinheritlthislland,landkthroughlthe
wickedness[bilthehations,Etclbecauselitishotlourltighteousnesshndfourbtraighttheartithatlyou
comeltolinheritltheirland,butlatherfviththebvickednessbilthesehations,ktc.

Atllthellbegimmningloflitheltextlitlappearsithat it/isinotlbe causeloflithelwickednessloflithelnations,land
fromlthellendloflitheltextlitlwouldlappearlthatlthelwickednessloflithellnations islresponsiblelforllour

Mei HaShiloach Trandation and Copyright
R. Mordechai Y osef Lainer of |zbicy J. Hershy Worch - 2007



Published Weeklyl by Yeshiva Ateret TzviI'The Open YeshivallllChicago,/Illinois

mheritance.[Thellmeaninglislithis:linlfact,lGodlchosellsraellregradlesslofltheirlldeeds,laslhitlislwritten
(Malachilll:2),0'ForlEsaullandJacobIwerelbrothers,landlloved(JacoblandllThatedlEsau."TAndlalso
mlEgyptitherelwaslthathccusationfhgainstsrael faslvelearninftheMidrash(LeviticusiIRabbah[23:2)
"thesellarelpagansiindltheselarellpagans.'INeverthelesslGodlchoselllsraellbecauseltheylarellalportion
oflGodlabove [inltheirldeepestldepthslandatitheirlsource [Ashwellearn(Deutd32:9) I'becauselGod's
portionlisiHislpeople."
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AndlasliwelfindlthatlGodlcommandedltheldestructionloflithelsevenlnations,lwhichlappearslitolbe
cruel,fruthless,lunrelentingl( GodlForbid) .JAndwelfindIG odlhatesthosehationslwholarelcruel land
ruthlessllandlunrelenting.l Solitl wouldlappearl fromUhere,l thatl thisl veryll thingll whichlamong{ the
nations[islconsideredlevillislgoodiforllsrael,lbecauselGodlbearsiwitnesslaboutleverythinglthatlhths
Hisldesire.
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Thislhslthelmeanigloflithelphrasel"forlwithlthelwickednessloflthelnations",Ibecauselitlislwith{this
verylthingIbyllwhichltheylarelconsideredlwickedlandlevilltolGod,IwithlthisOverylthingllyoullJewish
peoplellarelcalledIWholdolmylwill’.IAnd,Itheltextlcontinues,lthelproofloflithishislthatltlisinotlwith
yourlrighteousness,landnotiwithlthelwickednessloflithelhations,ldoesIGodlbringllyoulthere.[Rather,
withoutllanylireason,lGodldesiresllyou.lBecausellevenlliwhenlyouldolthelsameldeedslasltheyldo,lGod
stillldesiresllyou.l Thatlexplainslthelsecondlpart;Ibecauseloflthelwickednessloflthelnations.l'The
word['because"lmeanslprecisely!l Thisllislthelreason!IBecausellyoullarellGod'slportionlandiwhatever
youldo,lGodlagreesfandimakeslitlgood.

"WIY D°XIP1 ONXR XY 772 ,0°YWT7 0°¥7 DR 0°XTP1 QAW XY 7277 7T °1Dn 037 DYWI 53 WIID AN
,022 7951 927 oW Haw >10m 77 7w DONKR R°27 77 0% DywAId X2 QonPIX3a NOW 7T PRI LO1XA
[27% oyv NN XIT LXAT '[ND’? X7 0”127 NYWI2 [°2] 197 ,/77 032 yOER 273 00 DIWYN DOWIY ONRW ORW

.J°1°¥2 2V 0°50° DPWIY QDKW 77 D 77°) "l|7'?f'l anxw "o

skeskesieskeskesesieskesiskesksk sk skl

Now,Israel,vhatiloeslthelLordyourllGodivantfromBioulbutitofearliGod...

Wellearnlinlthe[Talmudl(Berachothl32b)IW hat,lisfearlofiGodlsuchlanlinsgnificantlthing?IY es,Ifor
Moseslitllwasll allsmalll thing.0 Anll example:l Someonelislaskedl forllal larglvessel,l1fll hell hasUitl he
considerslitlanlinsignificantlthing,IbutliffhelislaskedlforlalsmalllvessellbutldoeslInotlhavelit,lhe
considerslitthllargelvessel.
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Now,lonlthelfacelofltlthel Talmudldoesinotimakelsense,lwhylldoeslitlcomparelfearloflGodltola
vessel,lsmalllorlgreat?IThellreasonlisfaslfollows.IFearloflGodisllikelbreadlorthelbasiclonlwhichla
person’slsubsistencelldepends.[NowlhflwelareltalkingllaboutfalpauperlwelcanlanalogizelhisIpoverty,
saying,[‘helisIshortlofllevenlalloafloflbreadltoleat. IButloflwelarelitalkingllaboutlalrichlmaniwelcan’t
uselthellsamelanalogy,lsaying,l‘helhasllotslofllbreadltoleat, [becauselbreadl,IbemglaslitlisIsuchla
stapleloflllife Jcannotbelusedltoldescribelwealthlandlabundance.lInlthislcaselwelwouldlhaveltoluse
alldifferentlimetaphor,kayingle.g.thelivealthyllmanlhasimanyldelicacieslandldelights.
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Thislislthelreasonlthe[Talmudlusedlthellmetaphorloflbeingskedlforlthellargelvessel,lsaying,Thflhe
haslitlhelconsidershitlanlinsignificantlthing.l Becausellallwholelperson;Isomeonellwholhaslevolved
spirituallylisineverllpraiseddwithlthel basiclfearlofl God,Ibecauselitlislsolbasiclandlsuchlal staple
spirituallneed,litfisfalmostlthelfirstltoollanyonelrequireslonltheirlspiritualljourney.0 AslithsOwritten
(Psalms(1 11:10)0ThebegmningloflivisdomlisfearloflGod.
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Butllinldescribingllanlinferiorllpersonlwelluselthelmetaphor,lsaying,Itheyldon’tlevenlhavelfearllof
God.[Inlwhichlcaseltlwouldbelconsideredlallargelvessellinlthatlcontext,becauselfearlofiGodlislas
importantlhsithatloatloflbreadlonlwhichllperson’slifeldepends.
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YouliverelrebelsivithiGod.

Whatlthislteacheslushsthatlevenwhenlyoularelirebels,lyoularestilllmithlGod.0Thatlyoulwerelalways
cleavingltolGod'slwill.
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