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GodlspokeltoMosesinltheBinaiDesert,inkthellentlbflMeeting,lonlthelirstibflthekecond
month,infthelkecondlyearbilthelExodusiromEgypthaying,fcountlthelheadsbilallithe
congregationlbflthe[ChildrenlbflIsrael.’

InlthelSinaiesert,inltheTentlbflMeeting... wellearninlthe(ZoharIIIll 1 7a)[Sincelthe[Torahfhnd
thellTabernaclelhadlbeenlestablished,IGodldesire dtolcountlhislArmyl-lhowlmanylwerelsoldiersfof
thel[T'orahlandthowllmanylsoldiersloflthelT'abernacle.

Thelreasonbehindlthis,iswhathvelearninlthe[Zoharl(Tikunim,170)0 b reishitthelvorddshwritten
beitlreshit;IT'wolBeginnings.[ITheselareltheltwolcommandments:

(@) (Joshuall:8)IAndlyoulshalllstudyfitidaylandnight.

(b) Thelcommandmentiolthe[King,[LetthimwritelforThimselflthisTTorahkcroll.
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Whatlthisimeanslisfhslfollows:[Evenlwhenlalpersonthasfnlinterntionltoldolsomethingllgood,helhas
tolmakelsurelthatthislheartlislcleansedlandlreelofldrossiandble mish.IForlifthot,thenlthectionthe
isthboutlfolundertakelwillnotibelwhole fandivilllbelfound,inlthellend,kolhavelbeenlincomplete.lAs
welhindlwithlthelpatrarchs,lthatleventhoughltherlactionsiwerellwaysforlthelsakeloftheaven,
neverthelesslbecauseltheyldidhotthlwayslhavelthelintentionlatltheldeepestleveltoldolGod’swill,
thellconsequenceslevenlhfterlmanylgenerationsiwaslthelbirthloflsoulsiwholwerelhotlgood.Because,
mbthelthought,therelisihokamtlonlearthlwholcanlkayl [lhavelpurifiedimylhearttandicleansedmy
thoughts’laslhaslbeenlexplainedlonltheverselinlExodus,Fandthelchildrenlofllsraellwentloutlarmed
fromlthelandloflEgypt.’
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ThislhslwhatIKingDavidlimeantlwhenlhekaid(Psalms93:2) [Y ourlthronelislestablishe dlfromlthen.
Youlhavelbeenlforever.[ThellZoharlexplains(I1154a) [T helHebrewlwordforlthelwordI fromlthen’lis
Mei’Odkpelled AlefiZayin,thelletter Alefiridesluponlthe Zayin.IBecauselthe Alefrefersltolthe
originallthought,lwhilelthe Zayinlrefersltolthelsevenldaysloflicreation.[Forliwhenltheylarelbound
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together,thelthoughtlandlthelhction,theylhrelcalledlfthen’- OZ.
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ThislslthelmeaninglofitheltwolCommandmentslimentionedhbove [a.)lyoulshallktudyltidayfand
night,lcorrespondstolthelOriginalll’houghtltolimakeltheldesirelcongruentwithlthewilllofiGod.[b.)
ThelKing’slCommandment,olwritelthelkcrollloflthel[T'orah,lcorrespondsltolthelAction.lAndlthat’s
whylit’slcalledlthelking’slcommandment,[becauselhlllthelactionsloflKinglDavidwerelproventolbe
mostlcongruentlwithltheIWillloflGod.
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AndlthishsthelmeaningloflthelphraselSoldiersloflthelT'orahlandSoldiersloflthel[T'abernacle.
SoldiersloflthelTorahlrefersltolthelintellectlandtheldesirelofltheJewishlpeoplelforlthelwordsloflthe
Torah,[landSoldiersloflthelTabernaclelrefersltolthelfixingloflthelwordsloflthelT'orahltoldwelllinlthe
heartlofltheJew,luntillevenltheirlactionslibe comelhnlexpressionloflthelwillloflGod.
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CountlthelheadsbiltheJewishlpeople,letc.[...|kountthemltoltheirthosts,fyoulandAaron,hndivith
youlletltherelbelbnelmanfromlkachliribe.

Thelreasonlforlcountinglthelheads(s,aslvelhavellearne dlinthelTalmudl(Berachot,158a) 1T his
one’simindlisotlikelthatlone’sImind.

BecausellGodlapportionedleachlpersonlindividuallgoodnessfandife.IAndlthelportionloflonelisinot
likelthatloffanother.0T hereforelitlsayslfcountlthelheads meaning,leachlonelhasltolbelplacedlinlthe
spotlappropriatelforlhim.[Andthereby,leveryonelinthislplacelwilllbelkeenltolbelspeciallandlunique.
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Thereforelthelverselkays, youlandlAaron,[becauselAaronlcorrespondstolSoldiersbflthe
Tabernacle [meaningkervice.lWhilelMoseslcorrespondstolthe[Soldiersloflthel[T'orah.[Within
thesellwo,thellntellectindService [arelincludedlallithelivesloffhlltheJewishlpeople.
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Andlwithlouletltherelbelonelmandromlkachliribe,becauselthe[Princelbilthell ribelknewlkach
personlindividuallyfandwhatlplacelhelhadlnlthe[Tribe [because [iflonelpersonlkshoulditakelthe
placeloflanother,thenlthelwholelribelislincomplete.[As,forlinstance,[iftkomebodylplantsflgarden
withlhlcertain[beautifulkymmetry,[iflalksinglelplantlisiremovedlorlexchangedwithfanother,[it’s
obviousthatlthelgardenlislincomplete.[ThelJewishlpeoplelarelreferreditolasiGod’slplantationfand
crownl(Isaiah61:3).
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AndBvithyoulletitherelbelbnellnanfromlkachliribe

Therelheededtolbelthreelresponsiblelforlthelcensuslofleachltribe:MMoses,[AaronfandthePrincelof
thelll'mbe [becauseltherelwaslhlegalljudgmentlandhlimallrulinginvolvedinlthelkcensus.lAsvelfind
mltheT'almud,l(BavalBatrall 21b)[Thishs0Ya’irb.IMenashe ,;wholwaslvaluedlaslmuchlhskhe
majoritylbflthelSanhedrin.IForlthislpurpose,ltheylheededMoses,IAaronandlthe[Prince.
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Thelreasonlislthis:Inleachfonelofltheltribesltherelislsomethingloflthelholinessloflthelpatriarchs,
andslitiwasldecidedlimongltheselthree Jtakinglthelcensus,lintolhowlmanyllportionsfalparticular
characteristicloflholinesslcouldbeldivided,thatlisthowlimanylkoulsltherelwerelinltheltribe JAndit
was[Moses,[Aaronfandthelprincelofleachltribelwholwerelresponsiblelforide cidinglhowlitlwasltolbe
allocatedlandldividedlamong(Israel.
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Thislslwhatlwellearnlinthe[Zohar:I11200a) [T herelarelthreeldpointsltolthe[T'orah .[Whatlthisdmeans
1sthsfollows.IW elfindlthatlinthislworld,[beforelalpersonlienjoysilsomething,lhelheedsltolmakelsure
oflthreelthings.
Thatlitlislpleasurablellorlbeneficial.
Thatltlshotharmful.l(aslvedearnlinthel T almudl(Berachotl4 2b) IW hatlislsoodforlone
person,[imaylbelhartmfullforfanother)
Thatlithshotladdictive,thatlhelwillnotbeltrappediorlunableltolstoplandipullthimselflaway
fromlthelpleasure,butlthatthelvllbelableltolleavelitiandlcomelbacktolenjoylithnother
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time.

Forliflalpersonldrownslinhlpleasure,lhelloseslthelabilityltolfunctionlinlthelworld,olgetlreadyland
takelcareloflhisineedslfortomorrow.
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TtlislthelsamewithIT'orah.

Alpersonlhasltolkeeplhisleyelonlthelworldtolcome,landhotldrownlinimundanelbusiness.
Helmustlhottharmany{Jewlbe causelallloflus[Jewsimak eluplthelwholeloflthelformoflalkingle
person.lflonelharmsfnotherJew,[itlislasithoughlhelistharminglhislownlimb.
Alpersonlhasltolimakelsurelthatlhelalsolbenefitslfromwhatlhelisldomng.
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Similarly,lherelMoseslislcalledlthe Shushvinall)’MalkallSponsorloflthelKingl(Zohar{lIL153b)[To
makelkurelthatlwhenltheJewishlpeoplelspreaditheyldokolinlthelwvillloflGodkndnotlcontrarylto
thelwillloflGod.0Aaron(lislthe ShushvinallD’Matronithal-ISponsorloflthelConsort,Jandthis[joblislko
makelkurelthatlholtribelspreadlbeyondithen{boundariesfandloppressfanylotherlpride.
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Fachloflthelprinceslstooduplforlhislownlribe,ltoladvocatelonltheirlbehalf,landtolchannellfavors
towardslthem,[tolencouragelthenfgrowth.lAsltheselthreeljudgedndliruled,that’sthowllmanylkouls
therelwere.
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GodlkpokeltoMoseslbaying,[Everyinanbhoulditampltloseltolhisflaghvithlthelsymbolsbflithe
patriarchallhouses.

WellearnlintheMidrash(NumberslRabball2:7)IQuotingtheverselfromSongb{lSongsl(6:1) What
seelyoulinlthelShulamitllikelthelcircleloflthellcamps PIThelimidrashlinterpretsthisverselhslrefering
tolthellencampmentloflthelflagsfloflthell 20T ribeslnlthelwilderness.[T'hellmeaningloflthe
encampmentloflflagshslasifollows.[Fachlindividuallwaslinlhislortherlproperlplace,lthelplacelthey

Mei HaShiloach Trandation and Copyright
R. Mordechai Y osef Lainer of |zbicy J. Hershy Worch - 2007



Published Weeklyl by Yeshiva Ateret TzviI'The Open YeshivallllChicago,/Illinois

werelrootedlin.lEveryonelknewlivhereltheylbelongedlaswvelkeelfromthelmeaningsloflthelspecial
namesgivenltolthelprincelofleachlribe.
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ThelPrincebflthellribebfJudahivashamedNachshonbenlAminadav.

NachshonlsthlldenvativeloflNACHASHIIkerpent,sorcery,buggestinglinurderouslirage.lThellribelof
Judahlmightlhavelhppearedtollcontainlsuchlragelamongthem.IThat’slwhyllGodbearsiwitnesslthat
allltheirliragelisffullloflgoodwilllandlgenerosity.
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Whatlthisimeanslislthatlhlthoughlthelverseldescribesthimsibeinglfred lwhichlmadelhimhppear
fullloflrage aslwelearninltheIMidrash{GenesisIRabbalb 3:8)IRed:[R.[A balb.IKahanakaidlhe
[David]dookedlikelalmurderer.lWhenlSamuellkawlDavidlhelwaslafraidlestlhebellks pillerlof
bloodlikelEsau.[So,1GodkaidIolhim, IISamuel,ibid.) Withlbeautifulleyes. I saulkillslbfThislown
knowledge,[DavididoeslitlbylthelknowledgeloflthelSanhedrin.
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ThelwordIBEN Jusuallyltranslateds,konlof,alsolkuggests BinahlllUnderstandingfhttheldeepest
level.lHelislcalledIBenIAminadavIAMIIIN AD A Vikuggestslthatlinltheldeepestllevelsloflhislkoullhe
islhilledbwithlgoodwilllandlgenerosity.
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AslislexplainedintheZoharl(ITIMOb) [T helverselinlProverbs(17:4)kays, ThelKinglin[judgement
establisheslthelvorld,hndthefnanlbiltithesldestroyslit.

Almanbfligifts,kayslthe.ohar,refersftolsaulivholvaslkonstantlyldemandingltithes.[Butlwashot
Davidhlsolaimandemandingltithes PIDavidiwasdifferent./AboutiDavidhthshwrittenI(IlSamuel
16:12)IWith(beautifulleyes.
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