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He called to Moses and God spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting saying.

We learn in Midrash (Tanchuma Leviticus 1) How many times does the Torah exhort us
regarding the Ger- gentile convert, forty eight times, corresponding to the forty eight times the
Torah mentions the word Beer- Well.
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The reason for this is as follows. We learn in the Talmud, (Rosh Hashanna 21b) Fifty gates of
Binah - Understanding were created mn the world and all but one were given to Moses. Moses
therefore was given 49 Gates 1if Binah - Understanding. The rest of the Jewish People were given
48 Gates as nobody has the ability to reach the heights attained by Moses And because there are
no more prophets like Moses no one can reach beyond the 48th Gate.
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This 1s why the word Be’er- Well 1s written 48 times in the Torah, because the well represents
thirst and desire for Torah. It 1s through desire and the longing with which a person thirsts for
Torah that he can acquire those 48 Gates.
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It 1s for a similar reason that the word Ger- Convert appears 48 times in the Torah. Because the
Ger - Convert who approaches in order to enter beneath the wings of the Shechinah also does so
out of the great longing and desire within him. Since the cleaving to God was not there from the
very beginning of life for the Ger- Convert, as it 1s for those who are from the seed of the
Patriarchs whose life force flows directly from the source of Life.
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Corresponding to this there were also 48 boards comprising the walls of the Tabernacle. And this
1s also discussed in the Zohar, (Vol.I 125a) Every day there 48 drops of Shefa - Abundance flowing
out of Eden to irrigate the Garden.
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This then 1s the meaning of the verse, He called to Moses. Calling 1s a sort of longing and
heartache. Because God put more calling and longing in the heart of Moses than in anyone else of
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Israel’s heart, that’s why he merited the 49th Gate.
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He called to Moses and God spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting saying.
It 1s written, (Isaiah 65:24) It will be before they call that I answer, and while they are still talking I
listen.
Now, since God answers before they call, what do they stll have to call for and speak?
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It 1s as follows. Calling 1s an expression of longing and yearning. God 1s saying; Before they call 1
answer, meaning, before there comes into their hearts of those people yearning for God any desire
at all, God answers them by cleansing their hearts of any lust for mundane things. That makes
space 1n their hearts for pure longing and yearning for the will of God. Thereupon the person
becomes capable of receiving a desire and longing that 1s purely for God alone.
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And then, while they are still talking I listen. This 1s what we find here when the Tabernacle was
finished. It 1s written that Moses could not approach the Tent of Meeting. Because Moses thought
that up to that point in ime God’s concern with Israel was the giving of the Torah, and mn that
regard he was the chosen one to receive and teach the Torah to Israel. But that now a new chapter
was opening up in God’s connection to the Jews and for this purpose Aaron was the chosen one.
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In truth, Moses had no ill feeling towards his brother, he was happy for him. Nevertheless Moses
still longed for the word of god, and sat waiting to hear the word of God. This i1s the meaning of the
verse, He called to Moses and God spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting saying. It means that
Moses had no desire for anything else but to hear from God. Moses’ name hints at this very 1dea,
as it comes from phrase, “from the water I have drawn him,” and water represents desire and
longing as has been explained. That’s why God chose Moses to have the Torah given through him
mn the first place
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And this 1s the meaning of the verse, It will be before they call that I answer. And then as Moses
continued to long for the word of God, to have the Torah of the sacrifices also come through him,
he was rewarded with, And while they are still talking I listen.
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A man - when he will offer from among you a sacrifice to God
The verse does not say ‘a man from among you - when he will offer a sacrifice’. What this comes
to teach, is that anyone coming to offer a sacrifice to God must not do so out of a desire to be
greater than his neighbor. But rather, out of a desire to be equal to be equal with all of Israel.
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The sacrifice must be taken from the cattle, sheep or goats; you should offer your sacrifices.
The phrase, ‘you should offer’ is talking to every Jew who really and honestly searches for God.
The verse promises that he or she will merit wise and scholarly children. This 1s also the meaning
of the verse in Malachi 3:16, “Then have those fearing God spoken one to another, and God
attends and hears, and it 1s written in a book of memorial before Him Of those fearing God, and
of those esteeming His name.’
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God’s Book of Remembrance is when He carves something into the heart of the Jew.
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And this 1s because everybody has a streak of generosity inside him, and hope that his neighbor
will also enjoy the abundance flowing from God. And this 1s the meaning of the verse “Those
fearing God have spoken to one another, God attends and hears’, meaning that God turns His face
towards that person to fulfill his desire, with the fullness of the measure of God, in God’s
generosity to carve this in to the hearts of the Jewish people. As it is written (Jeremiah 31:32) ‘and 1
will write it upon their hearts’. This 1s the meaning of the phrase “and it is written in a Book of
Remembrance”.
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Now, the phrase ‘you should offer [your sacrifices]’ 1s plural. As we see from the rabbinical
exegesis (7orat Kohanim sit.loc.) this teaches us that an Oleh - Voluntary Burnt Offering 1s paid
for from public funds. Which is to say, that it [the generous thought] expands to become 1mmprinted
in the hearts of all Israel.

7128 NI2712 RAW 7497 712 WITIW 1131 2927 WY R 1277207 ,120 272 2077 9 OIX P09 23 1A 1Y)
ORIW N12Y2 PRI DAY LWONW 117

sk sk sfe sk sk sk sk sk ke sfe skeoske sk sk sk skosk



Mei Hashiloach Translation and Copyright
R. Mordechai Yosef Lainer of Izbicy J. Hershy Worch

They ruled and fixed that everybody should greet his neighbor using the Name of God.
As it is written (Ruth, 2:4) ‘and he said to the harvesters, God with you.’

The reason the Talmud says they ruled and fixed, and not that he ruled and fixed, for from
the context it would appear that it was Boaz himself who made the ruling, 1s as follows: we
read in Malachi 3:16 “Then have those fearing God spoken one to another, And God
attends and hears, And it is written in a Book of Memorial before Him Of those fearing
God, And of those esteeming His name.” Which 1s to say when people strive for intimacy
with each other in order to be fulfilled, and come to each other to find wholeness for those
things that they lack, through advice, through the words of the Torah, then God attends
and hears. Meaning that this 1s a particular pleasure of God. It is then written in a Book of
Memorial before Him, meaning that because of them God rewards all of Israel and His
abundance and creativity flow with new things. And then the advice with which they helped
each other in new ways flows in God’s abundance into the heart of all Israel, who are called
i general ‘the book of memorial before God’.
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And this 1s what happened here with Boaz. Because Boaz by nature loved companionship
but he was mortally afraid lest this desire for companionship not be proven to be for the
sake of heaven. That’s why he ruled and made this boundary around himself that
immediately on seeing his friend, the first word that would come out of his mouth is the
mvocation of God. Meaning, they would remind themselves and ask themselves whether
they had not been disconnected at that very moment of meeting, God forbid, from the
Name of God in some kind of forgetfulness. And this was done in order to clarify and
assay the characteristic that he embodied of friendship and amity, proving that it 1s done
with the kavannah/intent to be for Heaven’s sake.
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And 1t was later, after Boaz had come upon this novel way that it was decided and ruled

and fixed, which is to say that it was God who made it flow outwards into the heart and

carved it into all of Israel. And this is why the verse tells us “and they decided, and they

fixed” in the plural.
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He called to Moses and God spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting saying.

Trying to understand the whole point of the sacrifices. Why did God command that if a
person committed a transgression against the will of God and did not do the right thing, he
brings a sacrifice and 1s atoned for thereby, when it 1s slaughtered and sacrificed upon the
altar? This 1s how a person finds atonement?
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To understand the whole business of atonement it must be understood from the outset that
atonement comes mainly from the confession and the prayer with which a person prays
before God.

,N'WiT 2195 HHONN QIRAW 79DNM 1777 RIT 7797 POV IR L1997 77 IV AT

In truth, from God’s side, sins are of no consequence whatsoever, as it 1s written, (Job 35:6-
7) If you sinned what effect does 1t have upon Him and what do your many sins do to
Him? If you practice virtue what do you benefit Him, what does He take from your hand?
Sins are really just against ourselves, they hurt and damage us.
YWD 1AM 1275Y5N=17 NRVAT-ONR ('T-W a" JW’N) 2°N572 990 YA R oW PR N'"WE T8 NRA 0D
LOTRT 7Y 27 R RO 92 90 1R 7700702 W A2TINNTIR DPTRTONR A9TIWYNTaNn

Adam, original man was not permitted to eat flesh because the entire world had not
stumbled and fallen. Creatures were independent of one another. Noah, however, who
lived after the fall and the fixing was allowed to eat meat, so that creatures become
dependent on one another.
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This 1s what brings about all the forgetting in the world.
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Because, when a person, God forbid, goes against the will of God he brings all of creation
down with him. And so when a person sins and then sacrifices an beast which 1s a lesser
creature than a human, and when the Cohen - priest and the owner pray over the sacrifice
that it rise and become desired by God, and through the service of the Cohen - priest the
bull 1s included within the Bull of the Merkava - Chariot. As we read in the Zohar, (Vol. 111
240b). And this 1s the meaning of what we learn there (ibid. 241a) When the sacrifice 1s
whole a Lion alights upon it, and the flames rise and it is consumed and it 1s nourished
thereby.
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We find something similar with the sacrifices of birds, that become included within the
Kagle of the Merkava - Chariot. This sacrifice illuminates all the worlds, as we read there
(ibid.) And if you wonder how such a small dove or turtledove can spread to illuminate all
the worlds and into infinite space, or, how from one single cattle the same?
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Come and see. One small candle 1s Iit and the whole world 1s filled with light.
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This 1s what we learn 1in the Midrash, (T'anchuma Tetzaveh 13) Look at the sacrifices, see
how blessings flow from one of a species to others of its own kind. What the Midrash
means 1s that as the sacrifice raises everything from the lowest level to the highest, what
happens 1s that even the lowest 1dea 1s raised to its source and it becomes apparent that
what was previously understood as the sin has also been raised to God, so the whole world
1s blessed.
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