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Mei Hashiloach - Vol 1. Deuteronomy - Devarim - Va’etchanan
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And I prayed to God at that time, saying...

The reason that Moshe told the Jewish people 1s as follows. Although it might have appeared to
the eye that his prayers achieved nothing, nevertheless he gave them to understand that they should
not think that the prayers were in vain. Because in truth, even upon entering in to the land of
Israel, there I am still your rebbe, he told them, and so on, for all generations. So Moshe showed
them what his prayers had achieved. This 1s the meaning of the expression "va etchanan' which 1s
an expression 'l became the prayer" because Moses found himself full of prayer, and his requests
flowed fluently. This 1s a proof that God sent him the desire to pray. And if God sent him the
desire to pray, then surely those prayers will not come back unanswered.
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This 1s what his suggested by the phrase "at that time". God had sworn to me that he would not
bring me into the Land, never the less I did not hold back praying. As we learn in the Talmud
(Berachot 10a) "Hezekiah, King of Judah, said to the prophet Isaiah b. Amoz, finish your
prophecy and get out. For this I have received by tradition from my grandfather, etc. that there 1s
nothing standing in the way of mercy. And it is from there the Talmud (Berachoth 10a) learns that
there should be nothing separating a person from the wall, meaning that a person should never let
anything interfere with his prayer, and should never be discouraged. Even if it appears that the
decree has already gone out, sealed, from God, because the Hebrew word for wall 1s "&* which
suggests the word "makor', the source of life.
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So that even when a person imagines that there 1s no salvation for him, from the source,
nevertheless he should never cut himself off from the mercy.
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You began showing Your servant your greatness...

Moses was arguing that since You, God, sent me the desire to pray, and You opened the door for

me (surely You must say, Yes to my prayer?). God answers, "rav loch’, meaning "the only reason
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you experienced this arousal to pray, was so that the Jews should learn from you, for all
generations, how to pray to God, and never to be discouraged."

Now, enough! Meaning, you have prayed enough so that they can learn from you what they need
to learn.
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See, today I've taught you statutes and laws as I was commanded by God.

For although the patriarchs also observed the Torah, fulfilling all of it and teaching it to their
children as we learn in the Midrash, nonethless, prior to beng commanded at the mouth of Moses
they were not obliged to do so. They were doing it voluntarily. Now Moses was emphasizing their
obligation, this was being said as though 1t were something new, that they were obliged to fulfil the
commands of the Torah. Because those who obey and do as they are commanded are far greater
than those who act voluntarily.
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See, today I've taught you statutes and laws as I was commanded by Adonai, my God.

When Moses saw that he would not be allowed to enter the Land of Israel, that the Childern of
Israel would be allowed in, he became afraid lest they make the mistake of thinking that it is not
such a great thing. Lest they belittle the Land saying, “if it had been so holy, then surely Moses
would have been allowed to enter it.”
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That’s why Moses said, “As I was commanded by Adonai, my God.” Meaning, YHVH, who loves
me very much. And had I been allowed to enter the land I too would have been given all these

Commandments and the words of this Torah.
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Guard them and do them, for they are your wisdom and understanding in the eyes of the nations.

Mei Hashiloach Translation and Copyright
R. Mordechai Yosef Lainer of Izbicy J. Hershy Worch



We learn in the Talmud (Shabbat 75a) This refers to the secrets of the Jewish Calendar. For as the
Jews will fix their calendar, so the array of the seasons will develop and progree. And as the nations
of the world see that the calendar follows the exact determination of the Jews, for as they make a
leap year, so the spring season 1s delayed and not according to their non-Jewish calendar and its
dictates, then they will understand that Israel are being nourished from a higher source, about their
rational reach.
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For where is there such a great nation that has God close to them, like God our
Lord whenever we call upon Him?

‘What this means 1s that whenever we call, a person has to be connected to God. Because calling
means desire and longing for something. This is what King David meant when he said (Psalm 131)
"A song of Ascents... My heart 1s not proud, my eyes are not lofty, etc. I have stilled and quieted
my soul like a weaned child with his mother like a weaned child is my soul within me."
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The weaned child, is the child who has been removed from the breast, and just as the child when
he wants to reach for something he turns his head back to check that his mother has not gone
away, so every Jewish soul has to check with God meaning not to become focused entirely on
fulfilling a desire or need, not to forget for a moment about God, but always to focus on the
connection. As we learn in the Talmud (Beitzah 11a) “the dove, so long as she can glance and see
her nest, etc...” and the Jewish people are compared to a dove [Shabbat 130a]".
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And you will make etc... an image of anything God commanded you.

What this means 1s that a person should never take on a worshipful attitude and reverence towards
even one of the commandments, as we learn in the Zohar. And this 1s the meaning of the phrase "a
male 1mage" meaning one of the positive commandments, and "a female image" meaning one of
the negative commandments.
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And today you will know and put it upon your heart that God is Lord in heaven above and on
earth below and there is no other.

Close to this verse 1s the chapter dealing with the cities of refuge. "Then Moses set aside three cities
in the Trans-Jordan." The reason 1s as we learn in the Midrash (Deut. Rabbah, 2:19) "Because
Moses crowned God as king even of Space. Because there 1s no other refers to even a vacuum.
That's why this 1s connected to the cities of refuge, because this insight came from Moses who
recognized that even n space God rules, and nothing happens without his will. With this, Moses
was establishing a defense, an advocacy for anyone who commits an accident. For how could the
axe-head have broken away from the helve and flown through the air and killed someone 1f it was
not the will of God? And so with everything that happens by accident.
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Appendix

The meaning of the 1dea of Space and Vacuum refers to that place into which everything can enter
- even opposites. Because in the world, all the elements repel each other and refuse to combine,
and one will not cross the boundary of its neighbor, such as water into fire and fire into water. But
n space, space allows everything to enter into it. So it 1s with the soul of a person, and the power of
choice. Because when a person 1s under tremendous pressure, one can't really judge him and find
him guilty because the sin overpowered the person. But if a person does something bad by choice,
then the accusing voice 1s very loud, and this was what Moses achieved by showing transparently
that every sin a person does (even those he makes by choice) are all from God. And so there is no
room for the accuser to accuse. Even when a person kills with some choice, even then there 1s a
small amount of free will. As we learn in the Talmud (Makoth 7b), "Anybody who kills by accident
with the fall of the axe, goes into exile."
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It is not with our fathers that God made this covenant, but with us who are here
today.
Because God wants his desires to manifest through the living who worship Him, because those
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who have gone on to the world to come have finished what they needed to do.
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Hear O Israel, Adonai our God, Adonai is One. And you shall love God with all your heart, all
your soul and all your strength ... And it will be when Adonai your God brings you into the land...

The reason for the sequence of these verses here 1s as follows. Every person has to assay himself
five different ways with regard to all aspects of self.

The verse of Hear O Israel ..., means that a person has to see that everything comes from the hand
of God, and that 1t 1s all one.
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And you shall love God ..., means that a person must be ready and able to forgo and abandon any
of the desires of this world for the sake of his love of God.
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And it will be when ... brings you to the Land ..., means that a person has to worship God with all
his soul as it writtten (Deut 10:20) Fear the Lord your God, it 1s Him you should worship and
cleave unto Him..., For although a person may have everything in abundance, as it 1s written (Ibid
6:11) Houses full of good things that you did not build ..., a person must not forgwet to woeship

God.
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Do not test God.

This means that after a person has checked his actions against the above three levels of
clarification, then, as God favors him with an abundance of goodness, he must not be in a state of
fear and doubt that perhaps the good things are bad for him, as it 1s written (Ibid 7:10) He pays His
enemy back to his face to destroy him. And this i1s the meaning of the verse, (Exodus 17:7) Just as
you tested God 1n the test... and as it 1s also written (Ibid) Asking, is God here among us or not?
rather, a person has to have faith and trust God that when good things come to him it 1s God with
His infinite generosity who is giving.
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Do not give them favors.
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What this means 1s that we must not allow those who hate God to find grace and favor in our eyes.
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And you shall love God with all your heart, all your soul and all your strength ...

The reason it does not say “Witl all your strength,” in the second of the chapters of the Sh’ma 1s as
follows. Meod - Strength in this context means very, very much. Very, very much is how much
devotion a person has to have for God. To be devoted enough to be ready to give his life for the
sanctification of God’s Name. Which means even abandoning one’s portion of Life in the World
to Come.
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But this 1s only necessary before a person has discovered and clarified his portion at the source.
For every individual person has a special commandment unique to him or her alone through
which and with which they can reach and achieve their place in the World to Come. According to
the Mitzvah Commandment and according to how the person fulfills it. And this 1s a crucial factor
m every individual’s life.
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Now, before a person has fully clarified what his role and what his portion is, he must worship God
i such a way that there not be anything held back, that he hold onto nothing that he would not
give away and abandon for the sanctification of God’s Name. But, once he knows for sure what his
portion 1s, what his mission 1s, then God does not desire that a person worship him in such a
manner that he would have to give up what he has achieved. For God has no desire to take away
from a person what he has truly achieved and acquired.
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Now, while a person, from his side, 1s not expected to give his life for any but the three well known
reasons, 1.e. not to transgress the prohibition against Idolatry, Murder or Adultery. However, when
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it comes to that special Mitzvah Commandment to which he 1s connected at the source and n his
root soul, there a person has to be prepared to forfeit his life at any time. As we find with Daniel
who was ready to die but not to forgo the Mincha prayer service, even though though the Halacha -
Law does not expect or demand it. Similarly Mordechai who refused to bend or bow before
Haman, although that would have been a small thing. However it was Mordechai’s understanding
that the prohibition against bowing to Haman was a Mitzvah Commandment connected to the root
and source of his soul, as it was Daniel’s msight into his soul that he had to jeopardize himself for
the Mincha service.
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As 1s explained in the portion (Infra Ki Tetze) dealing with the finding, by accident, of the bird’s
nest.
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‘When your child asks of you tomorrow, saying "what are the statutes, etc. that
God has commanded you?"

The question the child 1s asking 1s why God chose us in His great love? That's why you answer
him, "We were slaves" meaning we were the downtrodden, because it is God's way to dwell with the
oppressed, the downtrodden and the low of spirit. As it 1s written (Isaiah 57:15) "Lofty and sacred,
I dwell and with the humble and low of spirit" and when God begins to save, he does so with
tremendous power.
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And we will be righteous

The Targum Onkelos translates this as zakuthah, merit. We will have merit. Zakuthah means that
God bears witness on our deeds that they are from the deepest place in the heart. The Talmud
says "the pagan who gives charity on condition that his son recover, is evil. If a Jew gives charity on
condition my son recover, he 1s considered a 7Zaddik - saint (Rosh Hashonnah, 4a). That is

because God bears witness that in the deepest depths of their heart the Jewish people are purified
like His will.
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