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Mei Hashiloach - Vol. 1. Bamidbar - Numbers - Sh’alch L’cha
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God spoke to Moses saying, 'Send men to spy the land...’

We learn in the Zohar God has three worlds; the world in which He 1s hidden, in which
He 1s completely unknown. a world i which He 1s always known. and a world in which He
1s known and unknown.

What this means 1s that there are people for whom prayer is useless and ineffective. This 1s
the meaning of a world in which God 1s completely unknown. In relation to this person,
God removes His glory. In the world where God 1s always known, 1s the person who 1s
always supported and helped by God. Even without resorting to prayer. Prayer 1s not
required.
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The world where God 1s known and unknown, 1s a person who receives no assistance
without prayer first. But through prayer, receives his answer. To such a person there comes
mto his heart a desire to pray. whereas to the first two people described above, there never
enters their heart a desire to pray. The reason 1s simple; he who walks constantly with
God's assistance requres no prayer and he to whom prayer 1s useless, does not have the
heart to pray.

Now, when a person finds himself without the desire to pray, he needs to understand why.
Is 1t because for me prayer 1s inneffective and useless? Or 1s it because God 1s so close that
I don't need to pray?
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And thus we find here in the chapter dealing with the spies. Now, for the spies, prayer
would have been mneffective and useless, so it never entered their mind to pray. Caleb
neded to pray, that's why he went to prostrate himself on the tombs of his ancestors to pray,
i Hebron. Joshua didn't need to pray, because he was walking with God's assistance. As
we learn in the Zohar, because Moses blessed him with divine assistance. So prayer was
unnessessary.
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Moses called Hosea bin Nun Joshua.

Now, the letter YOD hints at perfect simplicity. Because the letter YOD 1s simply a small
dot. That is why Moses added the letter YOD to his name.

We learn i the Talmud, if someone says to his friend 'Please be my messenger, Go and
betroth that woman for me' and the messenger went and betrothed the woman for himself,
she 1s betrothed to the messenger. But the Talmud says about him, that he has used his
friend deceitfully. Which 1s what appeared here, in this case of Joshua. Moses sent him to
explore the land of Israel for him; but afterwards it became apparent that the spying that
Joshua had done was on his own behalf and 1t might have looked as though he had done it
deceitfully.
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That's why Moses added a YOD to his name, to show that he was always i the purest
honesty in everything he did. This 1s why Jonathan ben Uziel in his Targum on this verse
adds the following: When Moses saw the great modest of Hoshea, he called Hoshea
Joshua.
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And they narrated, saying, 'we came to the land, etc., however the natives are very
powerful.'

Because they disparaged the land with ten msults, because they were ten spies, and each
one of them said a different lie, we find that the name of each spy carries a hint of the mnsult
with which he disparaged the Holy Land. And he who understands, understands.
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The Children of Israel were in the wilderness, and they found a man gathering sticks on
the Sabbath day.

We learn in the Talmud, "There are meal offerings requiring o1l and frankincense. and
there are offerings requiring oil and no frankincense. And still others requiring
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frankincense and no oil'. We learn in the Mishnah (Avot, 2:3) "'What path should a person
choose for himself? Anything that brings glory to the actor and glory to him from the man.'

Olive oil refers to the glory that comes from the man, meaning even when others
disapprove a person must sanctify himself in righteousness and purity in the depth of his
heart. And his intention (kavannah) must always be for the sake of Heaven, as will be
explained n its proper place.
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Frankincense hints at the glory that comes to the actor, meaning that other people should
be able to appreciate what he does. Now, rebbe's advice 1s that a person should be careful
that all his deeds bring him glory from people who see him and from the fact that it is done
with the intent to please God. Still, there are times when it 1s a time to do for God. And
times like that, it 1sn't necessary for a person to look for glory in the eyes of others. It 1s
sufficient that his intent and kavannabh 1s for the sake of Heaven, as it 1s written 'A time to
do for God, they have overturned your Torah.' And sometimes, this is in fact the will of

God.
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And there are times when the opposite 1s true. For even when a person 1s about to do
something for the sake of Heaven, he is forbidden to do anything against the Torah. Now
the Mekoshesh - the man who gathered sticks on the Sabbatah, even through his kavannah
- intent was for the sake of Heaven (as the Midrash describes), nonetheless he was
punished. For God does not want a person to put himself into that position knowingly and
willingly, for it 1s only when a person encounters the need to do something for the sake of
Heaven in spite of the fact of what others might think, that it 1s permitted to go ahead and
do it, but not that he should knowingly put himself into that position in advance. For in
advance, a person has to ensure that what he does should find favour both in the eyes of
God and man.
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Make Tztzs ...

The reason that the chapter of the Tzitzis 1s juxtadposed against the chapter of the
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Mekoshesh, the man who was gathering sticks on the Shabbat, 1s because the T'zitzis hint at
fear of God. As 1t 1s written, 'and you will look at them and remember all the
commandments of God and not stray following your heart and following your eyes....
Shabbes hints at the tremendous self-confidence because it 1s a taste of the world to come.
The day that 1s all Shabbes. When all the different kinds of fear will disappear. To quote
the Midrash, God says: 'I will walk with you in the Garden of Eden.' And as we learn in the
Talmud, the commandments disappear in the world to come.
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The Mekoshesh who gathered sticks was under the impression that on Shabbes it 1s not
necessary to have any fear. But the truth 1s that in the present time, before everything
becomes transparent, it 1s important to use fear as a tool for the worship of God, especially
when 1t comes to a transgression mvolving a deed, an action.
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In this week’s Sidra portion there are six subjects corresponding to the six subjects named
by King David in the book of Psalms. God’s Torah is perfect, it restores the soul -
corresponds to the chapter dealing with the libation offerings. Because the libatiuon
offerings were given to the Jewish people to cheer them up. To restore their soul after the
events of the spies.
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This 1s why the libaitons were given them; because they hint at joy as we find in the opening
of the Midrash, Rabbi Tanchuma says ‘It 1s written go eat your bread in joy and drink your
wine in good heart,” because it was being hinted to them that God was rejoicing in the acts
of the spies.
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So the libations were given them. Because they had thought that their sin reached deep to
the very source of their life. This 1s the meaning of the Midrash which states, ‘the spies
were pagans.” Because the source of life of the pagan 1s rage. Which as has been said, has
no place amongs the Jews. So King David said ‘God’s Torah is whole, it restores the soul.’
It literally restored their souls, when they discovered that in truth, their act was the will of
God. It was to fulfill God’s promise that the fourth generation would return to the Land.
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They discovered that really the truth was that they had the ability to praise the Holy Land
but there had been Binah, Understanding in their hearts, put there by God, which led them
to msult the land. Thus carryyng out the will of God. Therefore they were given the chapter
of the libations and this is called ‘I have drunk my wine’. Because they gave God an
opportunity to rejoice, by allowing themselves to be vanquished this way by God.

"W TR N MR LAY AT ' DR 0292 7392 07 DA P PIRT DR 72w an15°2 T R
"W ORI N7 YR 2O AW ana T DR WY 11007 010 SNNY XIP1 AT .0°001 'D onh 1N

Allowing oneself to be vanquished thus by God 1s something only a Jew would allow. This
1s why gentiles are not permitted to offer libations in the Temple unless it accompanies a
sacrifice. As we learn in the Talmud, Menachot. Because a gentile cannot agree to be
vanquished thus, as has been explained.
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The testtimonies of God are trustworthy, they make wise the foolish.

Testimonies are clear things. This dictum corresponds to the story of Joshua in this week’s
chapter, for so long as a person doesn’t have clarity about the reasons for the
commandments, it’s easy for him to be seduced by anything new he encounters. Once,
however, the reasons for the commandments have been revelaed to him, he is not so easily
seduced. Now, because Joshua was by nature without guile, as has been explained and for
that reason God made him a fixture in the tent of Moses, because moses was easily
persuaded, too. But Moses only allowed himself to be persuaded to good things. And this
1s why his name was changed to Joshua.
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God’s commands are straightforward, they rejoice the heart.

God’s commands refers to decrees and exhortations. And even though they appear on the
outside as decrees, in their deepest depths they are full of compassion and love. This
corresponds to the chapter of the Mekoshesh - who gathered wood on the Sabbath. For we
find on the Sabbath that God commanded many decrees and exhorted us to guard it, and
as 1t 1s written “those who profane it shall die, etc.” This 1s because the Sabbath comprises a
profound good. And for fear that we would not receive it properly and wholly, God
commands us and exhorts us not to waste the good but to receive it wholly, just as a parent
may frighten a child out of love.
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God’s commandments are clear, they light up the eyes.

This corresponds to the chapter of the Tztzit, they teach fear of God. It s through the
fear that a man has of God, that he merits that God enlighten him and open his eyes. And
as we learn in the Talmud [Menachot] “Whoever is careful in observing the commandment
ié¢ Tztzt, has the merit of receiving the divine countenance, the Shechina.’
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Fear of God is pure, and lasts forever.

This corresponds to the commandment of challah, taking a tithe from every dough. The
reason 1s so that a person not neglect a for single moment to be subject to God. And even
though he has already submitted to God’s regime, when he tithed the grain and separated
the portion for the Cohen and the Levi, nonetheless now that he wishes to enjoy it and to
eat of the grain, he must once again stand 1n awe and acknowledge God’s sovereignty. This
1s the meaning of separating challah.
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God’s laws are true, and altogether righteous.

This corresponds to the chapter dealing with mistaken judgments, and it hints that there
are no contradictions in God’s law. As the Talmud says, although the verse here instructs
us to bring a bull for a burnt offering and a goat for a sin offering, while in Leviticus we are
commanded to bring a bull for a sin offering, ia i as the Talmud answers: ‘Here the sin 1s
1dol worship, while there it 1s a lesser sin’, and so there 1s no contradiction between the two
Verses.
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