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Chapter Six
MWW 27D
Chapter of the/ Rabbi R/ Elimelech
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Prefacel to Chapter 6
Thel essencelofl this/ thel final ¢hapterf ofl Seferl Yetzira/ is al discussionl of the! Trustworthy Witnesses
mentioned_atl thelend of thel previous_chapter, andltheirl essential televance  tol this book/twhich has
comel downl tol iis throughl thel ¢hainl off tradition from  R[ Akiba b./ Yosef. Inl the[Talmud swe  tead,
(Makotl 24b).Oncel 4 party! pilgrims. was wendingl its way! tol Jerusalem.[Onl teaching Mount Scopus
they rent theirl garments, (asd signl of mourning for theldestroyed Temple) Onl teaching the Temple
Mount! they’ saw’ a fox| come_outl of thel Sanctuaryl (HolyLofl Holies),l and_theyl started sweeping. R.
Akiballaughed.
“Why dolyoullaugh?’ theylasked him.
“Why dolyoul¢ry?”helteplied.
“Forlalplace, [ they tesponded.S‘About swwhichl the[Torah says, (Num.1:51)5°And thel strangerwho
trespasses.shall belput toldeath, and wherelwe iowtsee foxes tun. Should we not ¢ry?”
Akibal told them, f“That’s precisely why I’'m[ laughing [ Itl islswritten, (Isa.[ 8:2) 5T wwill takel for myself
trustworthyltvitnesses_tol testify: Uriahl thel priest,,.and Zechariahl thelsSonloflJeberechiah.” Now why
would_Godlmentionl_thesel twol individuals_inl bonel sentence, Uriah was_during thel First. Temple
period swhilel Zechariahl swasl duringf thel Secondrl Thel verselisl making thel twol prophets_and their
prophecieslinterdependent. Uriahl$aid, (Jer. 26:18)[9Thereforel because ofl you, Zion twill bel plowed
as_al field and Jerusalem will bel tuined, thel Templel Mount will bela hill inl 4 forest.” Zechariahlsaid,
(Zec[8:4) FOld_menland old svomenltwill againl it inl thel streets_ofl Jerusalem/ each withlhis staff in
his'hand becausellofl lage.”lINow, Isol long las_ [Uriah’s_ prophecylwas_notfulfilled I wasl lafraid
Zechariah’s propheciesvouldlnot comel truel ¢ither..Now! that I see/ Uriah’sswwords coming/ tol pass, 1
am| surel Zechariah’s will be fulfilled asl3well.” This is_thel exact phrasing ofl their replyl tolhim; they
said, “Akiba/you’velcomforted uis. Akiba/you’ve comfortedtis.”l]  Inl]thellcommentaryltol]this
aggadah [ story[ R Ettlingetl inlhis'book, Aruch 1a’ner| explains thel reason Godlshowed thel sages a
visionl0f thel fox comingf duti of thelsanctuary It may belunderstood withlanother story described in
the[Talmud, (Yomal 69a) fWhenl thel menl of thel Greatl Assemblylprayed tol belgivenl power over the
national addictionltol paganisml that had ¢aused thel destruction ofl thel First Templel they werel shown
avisionlof d lion  ¢cubl comingl dout of thel Holylofi Holies. Alprophet told the sages, That is thel desire
tolworshiplgods. TNow, ourlsageslall agreel that! thel First Templeltwas' destroyed becauselofl idolatry,
and the/Second becauseloff senseless hatred. This éxplains the'metaphot of allion cublcomingf dut of
thelsanctuary it was a symbol of theirl triumphl over! thel desirel forl paganismlwhichl grew as powerful
as_allion[ Sol powerful waslit, that' King' Menashel told Ravlinl a_ dream, (Sanhedrin[ 102b) fHad you
beenl therelat that! time,youltwould have held thelhem of your tobeluplinl your! teethl solas to chase
afterl paganl pods_all thel faster.T Beforel thel destructionl bff thel Second Temple, however, thel Evil
Desirelwas ot thatl powerful [therewas solmuchl Torahlstudy and worshiplofl God, it hadl¥weakened
theirt Desire/ What happened.is_thatl Evil twas forced to applylcunning stratagems_ and machinations
inlorder tolget peoplel tolhatelonelanother. Forl that is thelwayl of the Evil Desire/when thwarted.it
snares_ thel righteous. byl convincing theml they arel doingl 4 Mitzva/i lICommandment inl hatingl and
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persecuting their fellows/ thuslsenseless hatred flourishes. Thisléxplains_ thelmetaphot ofl thel fox[the
rabbinic sages_$awt coming outl of thel sanctuary. Thel foxisl thel metaphorical trickster] personifying
thelVerse, (Prov.[12:2) “Butld manl of wicked stratagemslis.condemned.” Thel fox'seen coming dut of
thel $anctuarylby' thel sages ofl the/ Mishnal parallels_ thellion seenl byl the. menlof thel Greatl Assembly,
representing| thel idolatryl that! destroyed. the! First Temple Eachl hints_atl thel selfl destructive forces
most.¢commonlamong us/at that fime.’ Now, inlmylopinion,as al ¢orollary 6f vanquishingf the
desirel fori worshipping idols, thelpower of prophecylivaslalso vanquished,land Verylshortlylafter the
story_describedlinl ithel Talmud, thel last ofl the. prophetsdied out.. Paganisml and Prophecy! are
inextricablytinterconnected. Similarly,just  as_ thel sages_ofl thel Mishna vanquished the propensity for
senseless hatred with[whichl el werel destroyingf durselves, so too, the power of thel sages themselves
was__vanquished, and Chokhmd 11 Wisdom[ diedl butl shortlyl thereafter. Al wisel manl is_morel than
equivalent tol a prophet astwvel tead in thel Talmud, (Baval Batral 12a) and asl<wvel teadlin thel Mishna,
(Sotah[ 9:15)[ FWithl thel deathl ofl Raban Yochana b. Zakai thel Brilliancel bf Chokhmd 11Wisdom
disappeared.T Rashi on thel Talmud, (Sotahl 49a)l comments, Brilliancel ofl Wisdom[ 11 don’t know
whatl thislis.” R..Y omtovt Lipmanl Hellet inlhis.commentary Tosafot Y oni Tov, to the. Mishna in[Sotah,
questions/ Rashi’s_selfl confessed ignorance/Rashi has hol problem[iinderstanding 4 similat! quotel on
thelvery samel pagel of the. Talmud[I'With[ thel deathl 6f R.[Yishmael b.[Favi the! Brilliance of Kehundlll
Priesthood disappeared.T There, Rashi inl his_commentary explains, fBrilliancel ofl Priesthood [T He
was_al Veryltwealthyl man as tvell as_al $age, andl always had large. numbers_ofl Cohenl[IPriest tol eat at
his table.’ Whylthenl does[Rashi hot find 4 similar way! tol explain| thel concept ofl Brilliancelof
Wisdom?[Perhapslitlis. because Rashi is hinting{ at 4 secret. Raban Yochanal b. Zakai, in his twisdom,
achieved heights._thatt Moses, inl hisl prophecy, attained.[In the[Talmud, (Berachothl 4a) swel read,
‘Sincel Moses_knewt thel exacttimel (God iwould_strikel Egypt’s_firstborn,[ whyl did_hel phrasel the
prophecy/ IAbout midnight’? Thel teasonl¥was becausel Moses 3was_afraid. thatt Pharaoh’s_soothsayers
wouldL ¢calculate. midnight  incorrectlyand sol denigratel the prophecy, saying Moses as svrong about
thel time/ Thatlissvhyl Matl 3vas_tised. tolsay, ‘T'eachl your tonguel to_say I don’t know,lestl you be
provenl falseland bel seized’ Welcan nowliinderstand Rashi tol ineanl that! the[Brilliancelofl Wisdomlis
knowing when! tolsay, Il don’t know! what! thislis.TWisdom[is_ mostl brilliant swhenl it knows_how.to
conceal itself behind thel expression, I don’ttknow.[ Now, as twasl said earlier/whenl thel brilliance’ of
wisdoml died but, that corollary/ thel evil tendency’ tol senseless_hatred alsol died out.. Wisdom and
Hatred arel facets ofl thel samel genius; both requirelll!31111] Zivug lICouplingl and Connection, as we
read often/ E.g.[(Ex[Rabba 1:8) Whyldoes thel versel say that a hew king{arose it was the very same
Pharaoh?’TWhat!itt meanslis_ that! thel Egyptians. ¢camel to[ Pharaohlandsaid [ Tet sl [TIx11773 | Nigdaveg 1]
Couple!_this hation,[Israel. T3Fools, T teplied Pharaoh [ 1'Up_tolhow swvel have been eating theirl bread,
now_youl think youl can couplelwith! them?”’TWe find manyl similarl ises ol thel concept_of 1] 211°1L]
Zivug I1Coupling and Connection, ised to. meanl hatred and_ enmity, in’ tabbiniclliterature Wisdom
and.coupling are/ functionsLofl thel searchl for intimacy as’¥was $aid above/ (Ch/'V [prefaceltol Mishna
7)inldiscussing thel geniuslof Jocheved.[R.[Akiba’s Taughter is also a hintl to the sSamel secret,/because
laughtertitself suggests[11a111 1 Zivug lICoupling and Connection, as wel tead,[ (Gen.[26:8)[¥He looked
and saw! Isaacl laughing swithl Rebbeca, hisl wife.” Thus_did. R/Akibal comfort. them| twice, as_their
responselindicates Oncel hel comforted theml concerning thel destructionl ofl thel First Templel and
oncel forl the Second; for! thelloss_ofl prophecyl and! thellossLofl wisdom. Chiefly. though, Akiba twas
comforting theml¢oncerning/[lx111l11 Zivugd[lCoupling and Connection,[showing them/ thatlit hadlnot,
inl fact/ been permanentlyl damaged, as welswill bellearning inl this' chapter; that bothl prophecy and
wisdoml will bel teturned tol s, Israel, forl thel sakel of thel Sanctificationl bfl thel Namel 0ff God, thatiwe
havelachieved.
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Preface tol Mishna 1
Thel text feturns’ tolits_beginnings, gathering threads and details_ from earlierl chapters_intolone/ all
inclusivelrulej that of Olani[IWorld, ShandlY earland Nefes/ISoul. Inl thel first chapter! thel ¢volution
ofl the[10_Sephirot/ Breath, Water and Fire| the[ 22 letters_amd thel 6 directions[Iwaslintroduced.[ In
thel second chapterlswel tead about the! B Mothers, A/fl Men and Shin 5 phonetic families| guttural,
palatal/lingual, dental and labial/ thel $pinning and tevolving GalgalIWheel andlit’s. 231 gates, and
thel formation ofl Something froml chaos.Inl thelthird ¢hapter Olan W orld, Shand Y eat and Nefesh
[[Soullwerel explained atl length [ thel letters A/fl Mem and Shin[ and how! theyl manifestl as_integral
partsLofl thel space/ timel andl thel human’ body.[ Inl thel fourth| chapterl$wel read about thel 7l double
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lettersland their integrationlin Olan/ [IWorld, Shand 1Y ear and Nefesh Inl thel fifth’ chapter thel 12
simplelletters were ¢éxamined, and theitlintegration'in Olan[[Wotld, ShandlllY earland Nefesh/In!this,
thel sixthl chapter! thel textl feexamines_thel basics in  order! tol present thel essentials againlinl al ¢learer
light, tol shinel as one, integrated swhole. Inl this first Mishnal of thel chapter! thel text! articulates_ the
essential teachingl of chapters 3, 4 andl b mentioning thel évolutionl ofl the Alefl Mem and Shin/ and
theirt integration/in’ [ heaven/ ¢arth [timeland thelparts_ofl the body froml the thrd ¢hapter; thelseven
doublelletters_and their ¢connectionl tol thel Sseven moving/ stars’ from! thel fourthl chapter; the twelve
lines off thel diagonal from![ the! fifthl chapter. All 6f themlarel gathered and/included withinl thel three
mainl ¢ategories, OlardlIWorld, ShandlllY eariand Nefesh.
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Mishnall
Three fathers and theitl offspring; Seven subjugators_and. their hosts; Twelve diagonal lines,
and_proof_of it all arel the threel trustworthy witnesses, Olam [[World, Shana [[Year and
NefeshlISoul.
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Three:Air[ saturation_and thorax_from Ruac/ 11 BreathHeaven/ heat andlthe[head from[ Fire Earth[ cold and
abdomenlfromWater, dsWweltead in Ch.TII.
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Fathers: This tefers to things'havelalreadyl passed from! thel potential to thelactual [ Thel BiMothettletters, Akfl Men
and Shin, RuachBreath,Waterland Firel produced 3[Fathers. Seel Ch. 111/ Mishnal 2. Fathers alsol tefers to 3. desires,
lovelfrom RuachBreath/Tust from Water,dnd passion from[ Fire.
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Theit offspring: (Talmud,/Bava Kamal 2a) 1f the  text tnentions! fathers/<vel ¢anlinfer offspring./Seel Ch.11..Mishnal 1

(citJoc. Mothers) Whenl they pass_froml potentiall tolactual they become Kavvanah [IMindfulness from RuaciBreath,
DeveikutlICleaving from Water,and TeksfutTIResolve from Fire.
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Seven subjugators: Itssourcelis thelverse, (Gen.[1:28) I Belfruitful and tnultiply/fill thel¢arth[dnd subduelit.” There
islal disagreement discussed inl thel Talmud, (Y ebamothl 6 5a) between! thel sagesiand R Y ochananb. Broka/It appears
that thelsagesiused thelverse tol derive thellawl that al tnanis dbliged to have children, tolbe  fruitfulland multiply,/ but a
womanl is_hotl similarlyl obligated. they. derivel it froml thel fact that thelSword [nwasilLl 7hib shu ’hd 11 Subduel 1t is
written without thel TN "ar [[vowel sound inside the[word/R..Y ochanan b.Broka uises the svord tol teachl that It is
thel man’s wayl to__subdue andl thel swvoman! tol bel subdued.’inl his_bpinionl thel obligation tol have children applies
equally_itol both imanl land ;woman.[ Understanding the lconcept_ofl_the J7 lsubjugators_inl light! lofl ithis [Talmudic
discussion/welhavelfolsaylthat it doeslnot tefer tol thelseven women ¢numerated in thel fourthl chapter/but tather, to
thelseven characteristics, Life/Peace,/Wisdom[Wealth, Grace/$eed and Dominion, that arelbeingf teferred to herelas
subjugators.[1.) Dominion tepresented by Esthet svholiised it tol bringf salvation tothelwworld byl comingf tol thelking,
withl thel pureland simple! faithl shel showedlinl God andlinl Mordechai the Ta/wid ChachandlllScholar. (Ch/[IV.[Preflto
Mishnal 5)(2.) Graceltepresented by Rebeccaswholinediated between Graceland Compassion between Esauland Jacob
inldrderithat Jacoblbelable  tolwithstand thel historical forces arrayed against him. (ibid Pref to.Mishnal6).3.) [ Wisdom
represented byl Jocheved whol fixed thel swound donel tolintimacyl between menland svomenl caused by eating of the
TreeLof Knowledge ofl Good and[ Evil and the subsequent ¢strangement ofl Adaml from Eve [(ibid [Pref to Mishna 7)
4)[Lifel represented by Ruthl swhol maintained all hetl $piritual joy, éven swithl through herl dbwn deat, thusl fixingf the
damagel tol Lifel taused byl ¢ating from! thel Treel ofl Knowledge of Good and Evil L({ibid.[Prefl tol Mishnal 8)_5.) Peace
represented by T'amat fwhol madelpeacel between the Good and Evill Desires/ (ibid [ Prefl tol Mishnal 9)[6.)_Seed
represented byl Leah[iwholbelieved that everything happening tolher[ even when eventswerel taking their hatural
course, was_all divinelprovidence. Shel tealized that éverythingthappenslat God’siwill, thereforel everythinglis fixable,
even deliberatelwickednessl tan bel tedeemed and madel good [(ibid [Pref to Mishna 10)[7.)[Wealthl tepresented by
Rachellwholxvas proficient at gatheringl holylsparks from Wwhere they werel exiled, and assimilating themlinto[Israel,
recognizing what has valueldndwhat does‘hot.
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Theirhosts: To ¢ach onelofl them/aldaylofl thelweek, dnel ofl the seven movingf starsTand onelof theldrifices/in the

face[Whenltheyl go fromlbeing potentiall and arelactualized, thenthe bffspring, TekifutllResolve, DeveikutlliCleaving,

and Kavvanah [IMindfulness[strengthenland fill thel seven ¢haracteristics_ofl the seven stars E.g/Jochevedswith her

longingl and resolution, fixed thel$plit vhich had bccurredlin the intimacy between Adaml and Eve/ at thellevel of

ChokbmallWisdom/Rachel [with her'mindfulnesslandltesolvel fixed all thel sparkswhichThad falleninto the Kiippalill

Huskslat thellevel of wealth/Ruth[with'her ¢leavingher mindfulnessiand tesolvel fixed death,dadness'dnd bitterness,
at'thelevel of life.
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Twelveldiagonallines: 1.)tepresenting Judahlwholdoes nottmakeldecisions basedlon ChokbmaIWisdomland Binakh
[IUnderstanding, but begins higher thanl the Torah/where therelis longingl tolknow! thel secrets hidden beforel the! first
thought. {Chl V[ prefacel tol Mishnal 5)[2.) tepresenting Issachat Wwhol has| thel longing for! freshl Torah and paths_ of
worshiplfhever previouslylexplored.[ (ibid [prefacel tolMishnal 6).3.) tepresenting{ Zebulun wholJongsl fort life intainted
byt fearl bf illusions, forf faithl abovelall sorts_ of fears. (ibid. prefacel tol Mishna 7) 4.) tepresenting Reubenlwhollongs
forlsolitude, toldwell in tents_ofl study/in serenity, without having tol deal ¥vith thisworld.[(ibid [prefacel tol Mishnal 8)
5.)tepresentingl Simeon whollongsl forl $ilencel beyond thinking | for thel internal landscapelof MalkhutlSovereignty,
forthel connection! to the Simplel Desire. [ (ibid preface to. Mishnal 9)L6.) trepresentingl Gad whollongs_fort suffering,
patienceland forbearance, to_makeldolwith thel minimum, at thellevel 6fl thel heel swhichlis thel Heel ofl thelMessiah.
(ibid [prefaceltoMishnal10).7.) tepresenting{ JosephlwholJongs tol ¢nlargel thel Gloryl ofl Heavenlin thisworld, to bring
about thel dwelling{ of the Shechinah onl éarth! (ibid.[preface tolMishna 11)(8.) tepresenting Leviwhollongs for. ¢larity
and allife/ without doubts_and without havingf to dol things which later! tequire_¢larification. (ibid [preface tol Mishna
12) D) representing Benjamin whol longs! to_dolgood bnl behalf bf Israel| to_host the Shechinah (ibid [ preface to
Mishna 13)10.) representing Danl whollongs forl boldness, always_tol$tand teadyt for judgment/ inl thel ¢ertaintyl that
GodisthislddvocatelinJustice [(ibid [preface o Mishna 14)11.) tepresenting Asher whollongs forl caseland éxpansion
and_thel revelation bfl Light andabundance_ byl cleaving tol his_sourcelin” God. (ibid._prefacel to Mishna 115)_12.)
representing Naftaliwhollongs forl connectionl and unityl with'his_ brothers as_one unit. (ibid [prefacel tolMishna 16)
Thesel 120 diagonals__represent thel spreading ofl thel Bl characteristics, Tekzfut [IResolve, Deveiknt 11ICleaving and
Kavvanah [IMindfulness, throughl thel 7l characteristics_ofl Grace, Wisdom, Life, Peace, Seed,/ Wealth and Dominion,
and theirt offspring.
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Proof of it: The text does hotl uisel thel expression anlindicatort of this[aslin’ Ch.[1I. Mishna 4, ibid./5land Ch[VI.
Mishna 3 Proofl of something/ indicates anarbiter ot determinant, asiwel tead oftenin thel Talmud, fAlthoughlsve
havelhol proofl of X therelis anl indicator! that it is[so. T At the_end of thel fifthl chapter thel text told ustherelexist
trustworthy Wwitnesses' to E“I[TGod, that HelistOneland has' hol second; that  thel three[witnesses'are Olan 1IWorld,
ShandlY ear[and NefeshISoul Welhave talked about themlandldescribed themlas thel three/books mentioned in the
first Mishnal ofl Sefer Yetzira[referring to past, present and future Herelin our Mishnal therelare 3 Fathers'and their
offspring 7l Subjugators_andl their hosts, 12 Diagonal Lines, evidencel of wvhichl arel thel samel three, Olazi1I1World,
ShandlllY earfand NefeshIISoulwwho testified above tol God’siOneness; they alsolfestifylto 3land[T[and 12 What hieeds
explaininglislwhylwelneed trustworthy witnesses_that therel exist 3 levels inside the 7, and 3[X 7l levels inside thel 12?
UnlessLit werelpossibleltoldeny! it in whichl casel prooflis tequired [E.g. It was possible to arguc that Levi’sldesirel for a
lifeloflli¢larityl withoutl graylareas comes fromlalack of TeksfutIResolveland Wealthlin him.Oxf that Gad’s_desirel for
patienceland forbearance and satisfaction with! thelminimum comes from hislacklof TeksfutIIResolveland Wisdom.
Or' that Dan’slticed for boldness and  constant preparedness for judgment comes from hislacklof DeveikutlICleaving
and Peace/ And$o on. Alllofl them ¢ould bel tead in 4 hegativeltvay,/ thereforel the Mishnal bringf as proof, thel same
trustworthy_witnesses_whol testifyl to IGod’s. Oneness. Becausel thel B_and thel 7 and thel 12" arel nothing| but the
expansiveness_ofl God, wholtemains Onelthroughout.
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Olam [1World, Shand [Year, and Nefesh I[Soul:l At first plancel therel might hot appeat! to bel 4l connection
between them, for what ¢onnectionlis therel between thel month' 0f Sivanl and! thelleft leg| b1 between Mars_and the
letter Dalet| orlbetween! thelSabbathl daytand theltouthlof Al person? Obviously! therelis'd vast ietworkl connecting the
fabric_bfl Space,[Timel And thel Boul comprisingl God’s_Simple Desire[Wwhichl spreads. throughl and pervades_all bf
Creation/ tieingl éverything inl thelhniversel tol éverything! élse. Precisely. so, thel 12/ diagonals which tepresent thel 12
characteristics ofl thel Tribes ofl Israel, thellevellof K'nesset Israellat thellevel of[ (II'Sam/[7:3)5‘And wholis like[ Y our
peoplelIsrael bnel hation onl earth?’l and about whoml God kays, (Malachi  B:1)_‘Because I hm God, I havel hot
changed, and youl Sonslofl Jacoblarel not destroyed.” Becausel thel 112[ characteristics_arel infinitel diagonal lines
representing thel éver ¢xpandingthorizonslof space.
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Preface tol Mishna 2

Thel text! Ireturns’tollexamine! thel ffirst_ land 'second Ichapters. It imentionsthel [10LISephirot. fwe
encountered_inl thel firstl chapter, and thel haturel ofl thel 22 letters wel_encounteredlinl thel second
chapter,|¢ombining themlinltheirlSourcelabove OlariIWotld, ShandlllY ear'and Nefes/ISoulin Te/,
Galgal and ey Thel chiefl question! thel Mishna is_ coming tol answertlis_howt thel entirel panoply_of
events froml Genesislislspunand woven dand knotted tpgether, sol thatl therel éxists hothing in Nefesh
[ISoul notl connected tol Olari[IWorld andl Shand 1Y ear; that therelisLnothing in' the Ol 11World
not_connected to Shana 1Y earl and [1Soul.. Thel Mishnal provides_thel answer, that thel fwitnesses
themselves/i.e. OlandllIWotld, Shand 1Y ear and Nefes/IISoul havel thythmland tesonance/that ¢éach
of thel threelof themlis spun’and wovenlinto a weblLof susceptibilityland sensitivity tol thel vibrations
ofl_thel other two. (ILsuspect thatl somel error mayl havel creptlinto_ourl versionlin’ the! text ofl this
Mishna/Itlisldifficult tolunderstand o1l reconcilelwithout amendingit.)
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Mishnal2
Hel halved thel witnesses, inl ithe! rule[ Jof ten, ithree, sevenl and twelve lconstellations! land
functionaries,/in TelilllQuiver, Galgal[Wheel and Lev[[Heart.
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Halved:[Aslit s written, (Gen 32:7)FHelhalved thelall thel peoplelwholwerelsvith himl | [intol twol ¢amps.” Tt does not
meanlthat helmeasured orf counted and divided them! ¢xactlyltolmakel equal halves. It does fiot éven necessarilyl tean
intol_twol camps, for wel find that Jacoblkept thel children with him, forming| essentiallyl what! was[ 4 third tamp.
(Ha'amel Davart ibid.) Wel tead il thel Midrash (Gen Rabbahl 56:5) fWhen Abrahaml stretched out his handl fotl the
knifelwherewith tolslaughterthis son[the dngels started ¢ryingas/it is written,(Isa.[33:7)[“Behold thelmighty dnes.¢ry
outside.”[Whyloutside? R Azaria days, because The word [InxInlChusz4lOutside is actually written 1 738n1Chatza,
and maylbel readlinx nll Chirzd IlLess ThanThelangels. ¢ried SChitza (MUnnatural’ /it being strangel and not hormal
for alperson tolslaughterhisiownlson.”  Solthelxsword iz nll Chirzdllinl ourt Mishnal does hot havel to bel tead to
meanl preciselythalved [Whenlthel text says_ Helhalved thelwitnesses. it does ot strictly. mean that God divided them
intol two, althoughl this_ meaningf islalso present/ The  thief meaning/ though,[is strangeness/In Olazi11World/ there
existsl division betweenlthis_world_and  thel World to Come, but thel twolarel hot byl anyl means_equal inl ¥alue br
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essence, at alll Compared tolone/ thel dtherlisl$trangeSimilatly,in ShandllY ear/<velhaveld ¢oncept ofl Creation inl the
monthl ofl Nisan| and Creation/inl the.monthl 6f Tishreiand bothlare ¢orrect) for both arel<vords ofl the Living God.
Thel Torahl tellslis thatt Godlwatches thel land, (Deut/ 11:12) From! thelbeginning of thel year tol thel endlbf thel year.
Now /[ ifl thel endlis/ tucked intol thel beginning{ likel 4 3wheel[it’'s hard tol seel thel extent ofl thelxwatchlas thel end And
beginningf arel identical But if el inderstand! therelislsuchal thing as half’ thel year,| but in addition therelis_ the
strangeness_of thel twolparts_of thel year toldnelanother [ Thelstrangeness is in ourl telationshipwith! God In Nisan we
arel redeemed and Godl carries sl likel 4 father carrying| an infant. Wel heedl education and nurture/ Asl thel year
progresses_wel grow and outl relationship withl God changes[Wel movel froml beingf ¢hildren tol becomeladults. The
Notarigon Yotl thel monthl 6f Elul is’ thel phrase, (Cant.[ 6:3)[1] 7 7371 *117% "X Ani 1.’"Dodi 1"’ Dodi 1.4 111 Aml My
Beloved’slAnd. Myt Beloved Is.Mine.l During thel monthl_ofl Tishti, God betroths_and marries lus_iwith Chupah
V" KidushinI And thel ¢yclelbeginsl again withl outl childishness with thelmonth' &f Nisan.In NefesAIISoul therel éxists
thel divisioninto Male dnd Female,but thel two dre fiot, bylany tneans| ¢qual, as was_explained inl thel discussion of the
concept of [ ‘Bringlan atonement forl Mel forf diminishing thelinoon.” [((Ch.[111..Mishnal 3[4) Within ¢achl of s, in bur
soulwelhave ‘halveslof maleland female/ thatarelhinequal.
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Witnesses: Although, s wel havel explained/ thel past, presentand futurel arel united within thel threel books_ _of

chronicle, account andl harrative, (Ch..V.[ Mishna 19)_honetheless el havel still hotl explainedlhow Olazi W orld,

ShandlllY ear/and NefeshISoul dnd dll theid facets s they havelspreadlout through! thel ¢hapters of Sefer Yetzirallllare
woven together.
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Rule: Seelabove, (Ch/1. Mishnal 1[¢it.doc Carved.[seelibid. [ Mishna 9L ¢it. doc Carved) wherelit Wwas éxplained how

carvingl lalwaysl_describes la_iveryl lexact jprocess_lassociatedliwith_thel Sephira _lof Malkbut [ISovereignty. Carving

somethingf likelwritingf on 4 tablet bf stone tequires precision, because. thel tarving s what is goingf to bel tread in the

future [ Herelinl ourt Mishnal el drel referring! tol thel sensitivityl odl thel networkl ofl connectionsbetweenl éverything in

Olan W orld, ShanalllY ear/and NefeshIISoul [ Amongthe threelof themlis dl very finel tuning tolthelthythmslof 3,7,
10dnd12.
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Ten:These drelthelten Sephirot'decribeddbove, (Ch. 1 Mishnal2) s being fiveldpposite five. KezedlCrown, Chokhma

[IWisdom, HesedILovingkindness, Tiffere£lIGloryland NeszachVictoryl¢omprise what arelknownlaslthe'5 Hasadini]

Lovingkindnesses Onl the bthet hand there[are Binall 11Understanding, GevurahITMight, Hod 11Beauty, Yesod 1]

Fundament and Malkbut 11Sovereignty comprising{ thel 5 Gewnror [TIConstrictions. Correspondingly/ therel are 10

Commandmentsinscibed on stonelin twol setsLbfl 5. Theyl are_also_knownas Tablets_ofl Testimony, Tablets_of

Covenant[ As[it s written[ (Ex[31:18)[* And JGod] gave Moses,/when He had finished talkingf tolhiml on Mount Sinai,
twoltablets of testimony, fablets off sStonelwritten with the finger 6fl God.”
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Three:[ Astas_explained in thel previous. Mishna, threel ofl theml arelsplit, Olan [IWotld, ShanallYeatr and Nefesi 1]
Soul, andl thel threelletters, Alkef, Meniand Shin arelalsolsplit!/ Ruach, asliwel read, s split into two, Ruach11Breath
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proper,and Ruach Me'RuachIIBreath from Breath, (Ch.[1/Mishna 8,/ibid 9l¢it/ Toc. Breath from Breath)lin thelmystery
ofl thel kisses, as Wwaslexplained. This is  thel secret of thelletter .Azf] whichlis $plit downl thel middle/ comprising two
Yodslandltwo 17avs thus, N.L(The Gematria INumerical valuel ofl the Algfvritten thus/is 32) Water s $plit into two,
thelupperiwaters.dnd thellowet waters, ¢correspondingf to’ thel twolformsLof the Menz/ IO pen MeniandIollIClosed
Mem![Firelhasltwolaspects, Black[Fireland Whitel Fireas weltead in thel Palestinian Talmud, (Shekalim/25b) R.[Pappa
inlthelnamel of R.[Shimon b. Lakishsays,The Torah' God gavel Moseswas ¢arved on white fire[with black fire.TThis
islthel$ecret ofl thellettef TwIS Az ¢arvedlontolthel Tefillin of the[Head [Onlbneldidelthe Shirhas three[heads,[bn the
otheritthas fouttheads, dneltepresentsiwhitel fire, thel dthert blackfire.
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Seven: Sevenldoubles split naturallylintol theit twol pronounciations/ hard dnd Soft Theyl ¢an/dlsolbelsplit 3:1:3.
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Twelvel constellations_and functionaries:  Divided among uppetl and lower, asltwel read inl thel Midrash,[ (Gen.
Rabba 10:6). R [Simonl said,[ fYoul can’t find 4 binglel bladel ofl grass_anywherel that does hot havel a corresponding
MazalllDestinytin heaven, hittinglit and wrging it tol grow. [ They ¢can beldplit, 3:3:3:3/4:4:4and 6:6.
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TelillQuiver, GalgalllWheel and Levt[[Heart:! Theselare  thel toots of OlanIWorld, ShanallX ear|and Nefesh ]
Soul,[dsiwill beldiscussedlinMMishnal4.
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Preface tolMishnal 3
The! text returns’ tol examinel al detail from![ the first chapter, in particular, how! thel original three
elements, Fire Waterl andl Airl remainl embeddedlin onelanother. Inl order tol expressl disagreement
with thel philosopherslandlnaturalists.who, atl that time, were arguingf thatl thelbasiclhatural ¢lements,
(whether! B ort ¥)[ arel irreconcilably! separatel_and distinctl_entities, whichl imayl bel combined into
various_.compounds_accordingf tol ¢ertain formulae, but can hever! bel tecombined inl 4 tway' solas. to
become what theylwerelbeforelmoving froml thelpotential toldctuality.
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Mishnal3
Three; Fire/ Waterl and Air; Firel above, Watet below and Aitlinl between. Anlindicator of this
is thel way! Fire carries/ Water.
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Threej Fire/ Water and Air: Their orderiis éxactly teversed tolémphasizelthat authorlis moving/ backwards from ¢end

tolbeginning. Above, (Ch.1.Mishnal 9)we explained how when someonel blows intola balloon their breath $eparates

intolthreel lsections.[ IHeat Jrises; Irepresenting [Fire. Vapor landl small ldroplets_lgathet! land settle. ‘at ithel bottom;

representing Water. Breath! $preads_outward to fill the[¥olume_ ofl thel balloonj tepresentingl Air. This describesl the

processiwherebyl God/ sol to speak,breathed dutward from His mouth, creating thereby RuaclIAir, Mayini[1¥W ater
and EsilFire/asis éxplained at lengthlinl thel first chapter.
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Firelabove, Water below and Air in between:[ Therelwas $ufficient ¢videncel tol suggest that they  areliretrievably
andlirreconcilablylseparatedintoldistinctiand ¢lemental éntities.

I I 17IDD H3 5035 WPINHED HID ML 1275 11701 .19
Anlindicator of this: That inl fact they dre[hever truly deparated.
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Firel carries Water: 1fl you heat waterl with! firel it expands. If heated $ufficiently, beyond boiling point, (100C)_and
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beyond. thel plasmalstage,[(12,500C) wherel thel hydrogen and oxygen atomsl[lfrom which' thel molecules ofl waterlare
madelIllbreak down and theirl energylis teleased, it mayl bel seenl that therelis hol difference between! thel physical
substancelofl water dndl the physical substancelof fire [Furthermore /it will beldemonstrated that therelisinol difference
between heat andlspace/because timeand spacelandimotion drelmerelylaspectsiand facetslof matter Matterlisheat or
energyl as_has_ been demonstrated hccording tol thel formula E=mc2[What it imeans_is_ that thel physical matter! bf
whichl matter is'¢comprised s teallyljust 4l manifestationl of energylin' thel form ofl natter. That all matter has thelsame
energylin potential That alll matterlis just_a measure bfl energy and 4ll energylis just 4 measure ofl matter. Every
measurelofl énergylis just another wayl ofl describinglits potential matter/ andléverylmeasure of mattert is[just another
wayLofl describingfits potential énergy [We find thelsameldbtainswith what scientists tefetl tolas Space /Time, because
everything! is_ connected in onel¥rast_hetworkl ofl interconnectedness; all_matterlis dependent upon! timelwhereinl to
move, as_thelsages hoted,[ (Pesachim 94b) TThe dimension o6f heaven s 500Lyears. And, as el know, the  timellight
takes_ toltravel tol Earthl froml thel $un'isimuchl greater than thel timelit takes to travel herel from! thelmoon/ That both
sunlight and moonlight travel at thel $amel $peed,whichlis constant, throughout durlhiniverse [Fort this to happen the
waylit does/ thel topographylofl spacelhas tol bel flexible, space takes onl thelshapelofl thelmattert novingf throughlit,/and
vicel versa/ spacelmeasures_timel and timelimeasurel space/ Spacel may! also_bel Imeasured usingf thel background
temperature/because heatand $paclarelalsolinterconnected functions dfl the' samel phenomenon. Heat, ot Firelaslit is
called inl this/fext/carries, o1 is identical tolmatter) called Water in this text] theyldrelonelandlthe samel thing [ Thelheat
whichlis tneasurablel throughout thelhiniverselas thelbackground noiselof 3 Kelvin alsoltepresents thelinflation/ of the
universel describedlin the balloon metaphor,[(Ch.[1/ Mishna 9).
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Preface tolMishna 4

Itds written, (Genl 27:3)[9Now, please, carryl yourl implements, your quiverl andlbowlandl gol out to
the field and trapl mel somel game.” Onkelos| translates thelword[ 121 Te/s chd Y out! Sword. Rashi,
(ibid.)lalsol translates Te/itolmeanld $word, addingyourl sword which you are used to having hang.’
Thel Targuml attributed tol Yonatan! translates the word 11972n(ll) Te/i vhd THousing Fotl Yout Arrows,
what{ el call a quiver.[This is alsol the_ opinionl of most ¢lassical commentators. Rashi translates_the
entirel verselinl this light, interpreting thel phrase,11X3 XWLI| Sz Na [[Pleasel Sharpen, (rather! than,
Pleasel Carry) adding proofl the following, from[ thel Talmud, (Beitza 28) ‘Wel dolhot sharpen knives
[onLstones| butlwel canl bel [Ix*wnlll] Masi [TRubl Onel [knife|  Against_ Another.[Sol Isaac wasl telling
Esau, fSharpen yourl knife and slaughter thel gamel properly. Do hot feed me Neveld [limproperly
slaughtered meat.” | Now! Jaccording ltol thosel ‘whol translatel [ 720 1] Te/ichd 1TIQuiver, lwhat
necessity was_ there forl Isaac tolexhort Esau/[1x1 XwS4 Nd [ hel could simply havel told him tolgo
out tol thel field to hunt game? Whatlitl tneanslis/ that Isaaclsvanted helpl Esaul fix hisllifeland tepaiti the
damagelhe’d donel thel three divinel ¢haracteristics, hinted at in the[svords, ‘implements’ ‘quiver’and
‘bow’ [1117°23 1 Keyleichd TV essels hints Esau’s ¢apacityl for pleasurel such as eating and drinking and'so
forth [aslwill bel explained below. [ nwp [ Kashtewha IBow_ hints_at prayerl and worship, as;<vel tead,
(Genl48:22)[9Which[ Il took from[ thel Emorite’s_hand swith[ 112901 Charbillmy sword, and [ >nwpll]
Kashtillmylbow.” Onkelos/ (ibid.) translates [[1°29n L Charbi 1My Prayers,_and [[1>nwpllll Kash#i [IMy
Entreaties,_as_will_bel_explained_below._ Now, Isaac_wanted Esau_tolfix[ his_ thinking | this_ is[ the
meaning of thel phrase,[Sharpen youtl quiver’[hintinglat thelbrainland mindlin[whichlone’s thoughts
arelhoused, likelarrowslinldlquiver. Thishints att Something wel tead inlthe T%e?/ Koton printedin/ most
versions_ofl thelbook, Noani Eliemelech of thel rebbe[R.[Elimelechlofl Lyzensk [ IAll thel time, at any
moment whenlsomeonelis. hot occupied with Torah [andlespeciallylif helis sitting alonelin his toom,
doing hothing/ orl lying inl bed uinablel tol sleep, hel should! thinkl about! thel Commandment, (Lev.
22:32) “That Ibe sanctified inside thel Childrenlofl Israel Ilam Godlswholsanctifies you.” T Heldught to
imaginelinl hisimind[ that| therelis 4 tremendous, $earing hot flamelin’ front of him, teaching all the
wayLiplinto thelheart ofl thelheavens, and'he[becauseloff God’s holiness,[smashes his hatural instinct
[forlSurvival]landlimmolates himself in[ thel conflagrationlinl drder! tolsanctifyl the Name ofl God [God
takesl that' thoughtland ¢onnectslit withl 4’ deed. Theltesult is that helis_ hot sitting ot lying idly_about,
but tather[4ctively fulfilling the/ Biblical Commandment.’
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Thislmeanslit is_ possible  to Sanctify thel Namelofl Heavenlinsidel one’s deepest self, in total privacy,
without! any publicityl whatsoever. One may! fulfill thel Commandment, *That I bel $anctified inside
thel Childrenl off Israel, byt doingf the thinking/ insidel thel self. 1 4 person makeslal gift ofl his lifel to
GodLinl his_imagination, inl  fantasyl act_ ofl dying A/ Kidush Hashem, for thel sanctificationl of the
Name; lif Thel limaginesl|throwing Jhimself lintol Ithellillusory. /flames| lhel |canl fulfill Ithe! | Biblical

Inl thel book, To/dot L Adan| (Toldoth) quoted_in_ the. book, Kol Mevaser| Nol 1. Toldeth| *Now/ please/ carry your
implements, jourt sword and bowtand_golout tol thel field and trapl mel somelgame, to_whichl Rashi comments,
‘Sharpen yourtknifeland(slaughter! properly.1One might ask [ tolwhat purposel did Isaac tell him! tol takel his sword and
bow [ fort surely, nolone doeskosherl slaughtering withlal bow and arrow; taking! thel sword should havelbeen ¢nough,
whyltell himl tol takeld bow? Wel¢an answerl this question with' sSomething{ Wwellearn from! thel followingfanecdote.One
ofl the famous_pearls_in thel mouth of the sage, thelHoly Yid of Pshischa, wasl thel saying, fWhatever connects_tol the
purelistitselfljust as_pure. T Now, ourlmaster, the tebbe/R.Simcha Bunim 6f Pshischa asked him, Surely that ¢annot
bel fair. Is it tight’ that anyonel becomel comparablel tol thel Tzadik whol hasl spent his lifetimelSvorshipping God; a
lifetimel_ofl devotionlandl self bacrifice, just becausel theyl connect themselfl tol that Tzadik? Just becausel they’ve
connected. tol the pureldo theyldeservel tolbel considered as purelas that? The Holyl Yid dnswered him simply, Don’t
wortylabout thel tightness_oflit.[1t's_muchl harder to ¢onnect yourselfl to. someonel pure than to purifyl yourself. T What
hel meant was_as_follows._It_isl well_knownl that when a persontransforms_his_vices; when_helldoes Teshura 1]
Repentanceldandlchangesthis ¢haracterfldefectslintolvirtues through'the goodldeeds he does, then they become Key/inilll
Vessels for thel $erviceLofl God, énablingl himl tol approachlthe worshiplof. God twith wholeness. That’s.why,<vhen he
doeslso/ helachieves heights that thel original Tzadikl ¢annot achieve [ As_thel sages havel$tated, “Thel perfect Tzadik
cannot standlin thel place”occupied byl thel penitent. " Nowt it is well known! that Esaulhad Keyn/ [V essels forl the
servicelofl God/that thelthreel sinshelis[8aid tolhavelhad, Idolatry, Rapeland(Bloodshed werelSupposed tolhavebeen
transformed by his tepentancelinto Virtues. That was Isaac’s intention whenlhel toldlhim “Now/ please/ carry yourtl]
N[ 1] Teli TTSword.”[ 119501 Te/i Trefers tol komething{ that kwings this wayl and that. Isaactold himl to fixhis
ambivalence the swings_of faith' and belief, hinting{ at idolatry[IIqnwpll] Kashtecha LY our Sword [ hints at bloodshed,
literally[*Golout tol thelfield,Thints at rape, forl alswomanlis_alsolcalled, SEarth ofl thelWorld, as wel tead, (Deut.
22:27) I Thelan found thelgirlin the field [Shelmayhavelscreamed for help, but ho onelwas thereltoltescue her.”
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Seclthelbook, Ma'or1”Shamesh/(Gen. Toldoth)weltead the[followingIOnelmust ¢oncludelthat Isaac heeded Esaulto
repentlin order! tolbecomela Vessel worthy_ ofl thel teceivingf thel blessings Hel need tol fixl éven thoselacts/in which
goodland bad werel¢venly tepresented, forcing them! toltilt tol thelgood, to tiehimselfl to heaven beforelteceivingl the
blessings.[This islwhat  the¥erselmeansvhenlit beginsliwith thevord, Tanyl 1Az I1Now. As thelsageslin the
Midrashlhavelsaid, (Gen Rabba 21:6)SThesword Tnnyil 1Az INow, is nhever iised [at the beginning{ of 4 Verse|
unlessiitisial call toldo Teshuva lIRepent/asitisvritten (Deut.[10:12)[Now, Isracl[{what does thel LORDLyourl God
requirel from you, but to fearl thel LORD your God, tolsvalklin all His ways and dove[Him, and to servel thel LORD
youtt God withlall yout heart and withall your soul.” S0, Isaaclwas simplytinstructing Esaultoltepent.’
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Commandment,and Godlis thus(sanctified throughlthat! private [unspokenlthought.
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ThislisLan awesome, shocking, frighteningl and fantasticLconcept..[ At thelbeginning of the book,[in
thel prefacel tol thel firstl chaptert it swas_ discussed how! therel arel threel sorts_of desire; desirelin’ the
viscera,inl thelhearti and in/ the/mind [R.[Elimelechlis saying| that thelhighest desire, the desirel tollearn
tolunderstand Torah/toldelvelintolitsLdepths, o1 thel desirel tolacquirelbroadmindedness, tolbecome
a_prophet etc., arel not sufficient tol fulfill one’s_obligation. For tol $ustain’ Creation el mustl imitate
outl Creator, sincel He, as_ it were, constricts. Himselfl with[his Simplel Desirel in" order. tol sustain
Creation, el alsolmustl imitate that' divine Tzzztzuni 1 Constrictionl withl burl human! desirel tol be
martyred for thelsanctification/6f the/Name.
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Now, Isaac_ demandedlof Esaul that hel preparel ot fix his'bow, meaning that hel sharpenlhis_ prayers
andworship,as¥was explained. This hints at' another! thing <wel tead inl the Tzez/ Koton/ When! teading
thel firstiverse ofl the Sh’md and thel first paragraph[Tblessingl of the S/ mond Esrei 118 Blessings, a
personlshould reflect, as_above, [uponlthel Commandment, F“That I bel sanctified etc.”that_ he
immolates'himselfl to sanctifyl thelNamel of God] and,/in addition,[he should have inl mind! that were
all thel hations_ofl thelxworld tol torturelhiml with! thel worst agonies imaginable [ ifl they skinned him
alivel trying! tol forcel himl tol deny! thel Oneness_ofl God, he wouldlendurelall thel suffering and hot
profess_theit heresy, God forbid. Hel $hould depict. thel scenelinl his' imagination,[in his thoughts, as
though! theyl arel actuallyl torturing. him! that way, and[ thushel canl fulfill hisl obligation_ tol recitel the
Sh'mdaandpray properly.
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What this/ means| is"that  therel is[ anl bbligation on every personl tol dol morel thanwas mentioned
previously. . Onel must,  evenl inl thel midst ofl fervent prayer and sworship, imaginel thatl helisl being
tortured tol death.[And that despitel thelagonyl helstands inmoved and hinimpressed, accepting lithe
agony with joy.and lovelin' order to affirml God’siOneness inl thelworld.
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Itlis alsold terrifying idea; that thel desirelin thelheart, described in thel preface tol thel first Mishnal of
thelbook, desire forl thelSpiritual and forl things/with' éemotional valuesuch as/thel desire for ¢closeness
withl God/ tolworshipland servel Him [is hot énough.[From R. Elimelech’sisvords it is_ ¢lear that! such
desireldoes notisatisfylone’s dbligationl tolunifyl Godj that inlsaying, I believelwith my wholelbeing,”
one haslnhotldone ¢nough.[Merelythaving affirmed, thel LORDLoutl God/ the LORDLis One, Withlall
one’sLmightlis_ hotl enoughl tolhavel prayed tol God andvorshipped. Inl order tol inifyl Godlin’ the
world and tolxworshipl Him, el have! tolimitatel Him.[Sincel God, as it were,[ flays. Hisl infinitel 197X
Obr[1Light/ reducing it throughlinfinite TzzimtzunillConstriction inl order! tol $harelHis' Onenessland
make’ rooml for uslin Hisltworld, solmust wel flayl outl finitel 1179 OAr [[Skin froml durl fleshlinl drder
tolaffirmlhisiOneness.
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Isaaclalsosvanted Esaul tol fix his KeZzil[Vessels, tolsharpenlhis faculties, as_that day<wvas_ thel Evel of
Passover[whichlisl¢speciallyt significant/in the endeavori tol reclaim(thel Holinesslof Eating Hinting dt
something wel tead inl the Tzez/ Koton ‘Alsolwhenl eating and during ¢oupling/a personlshould havelin
mind'the KavvandlllIntention mentionedldbove. And as soonlasthelbegins to feel physical pleasurelhe
should imaginel as_above, [as_ thoughl they arel actuallyl torturing him[ flayingl himl alive|Land sayl out
loudland inlhisheart, II¥would takel greaterl pleasureland joyin the fulfillment ofl the. Commandment
to Sanctify the. Name of. Godlaslal martyr; I swould_ muchl rathet be kidnapped by_murderers_in the
middlelofl myleating this meal o1 this ¢oupling/ to bel tortured mercilesslylin orderl tol sanctifyt God’s
Name, thanl bel forced toléndurelthis_physical pleasure whichl draws onl thelleproticl¢ontagionl of the
serpent.”_Hel shouldl actually’ sayl thesel following words, f‘Proofl ofl myl earnestness_ that Il svould
prefer tolfulfill the. Commandment “Thati I'belsanctified insidel thel Childrenl ofl Israel ¢tc., through
mylmartyrdom, father thenl enjoy! this physical pleasure,is that if 1 werel dragged from[ thisimeal or
thislbed and tortured, aslabove, Ixwould tejoicelin thatt bpportunitylmorel than inl this pleasure.” He
mustibel careful[ though,tol be honestl and speak truth in his heart] that at that very. moment it be
fastened inl hislheartl in thel deepest. depths_of hislinsides swith' absolute_honesty, that he hotl fool
himselflintoldeceiving heaven.’
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Seelthelbook, Med Hashiloach (Voll. Uktzin 3) TTheltebbe/R.[Bunim of Pshischa said thel following [IAlll customsland
un mandated. stringencieslwith whichlJews_constrict themselves_as_inviolablel taboos forl Passover havel thel status_ of
ornamentation andlThdornmentsl forl holiness. This is what!is_hinted at in thel¥erse/ (Cant.1:10)3Your cheeks are
lovely with' drnaments; yout iecklwith' strings of beads.” Usuallyldl person’sibodyl does ot take an ornament inlessLit
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What! thislmeanslis thatl ¢éveryonelis_obliged to developlselflessness.beyond 4 simplel teadiness tol die
a_martyr’s_deathl for thel sanctification 0l God’s:Name. Thatl evenlwhilel ¢atingl o1l coupling helneeds
tol practice imagining’ and verbalizing| thel statement! that he swould tather! beldragged awayl from! this
pleasureJtol Ibel ltortured for Ithel llovel Jofl IGod.'That Ibeing Itortured lin lorderl Jtolfulfill Ithe
Commandment, *“Thatl I bel sanctified insidel thel Children off Israel, etc.,” throughl martyrdoml is
preferablel tol_enduring thisl pleasure. Thatl lone’slstrongest desirel is’ for torture_and agony, not
pleasure,/tolsanctify heaven’sihamelwithlhis'body.
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Thislis_alsol 4 frighteningl andl Awesome._concept_affecting wholswel thinkl of! that' desire[swhich svas
described in’ thelpreface tol the  first Mishnal ofl thelbook; thel desirelin thel gut, likelhunger to ¢at,Lor
thirst o drink,or evenl theldesirelofl thelmother to protectand nourish her offspring  That'according
to R.[Elimelech, merelyl sanctifying oneself withlxwhat is_ permitted, avoiding any_hint o1 scintilla_ of
sinis_hot enough! tol fulfill one’s_obligation tol sanctify thel Namel ofl God. Merelyl refraining’ from
enjoying forbiddenl pleasures.does_ not begin to. meet one’s_obligation.[ Tol fulfill thel bbligation’ one
must_reachl thel stagel wherel physical pleasureslosel their allurel altogether; wherel one’s truel pleasure

isLinl thel forml 6f ¢lothing/ tol protect, insulate o1 coverlit, bl serves d purpose, or is attached somehow! to_ thellimb.
Thelhecklis_inique.LAdornments_and jewelryl around thel heckl Whethetl 6f precious metals_otl geml stoneslserve ho
purposelas_¢lothing and neither insulatel ot protect thelneck [ Theylsimplylhangf around thelheck [And  this is ¢xactly
thel ¢caselwith! thel severel customs andliinl mandatedlstringencieslaround Passover/ it is becausel food passes_through
thelheck, andlsolit islwith food that wel make jewelryland ornamentation for thelheck [Evenl though'alll thesel Severe
restrictions_don’t teally haveld legal $ource [ Most ofl thel spiritual workl Wwel dolaround. thel festival of Passover has_ to
dolwithlfood and eating/ that’swhylall thelsevere customs andun mandated testrictions formla sort of jewelry for the
holiness.”
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Inthelbook, Be'et Mayini Chayim (Gen. Toldoth)sweread/fOur bageslsaid, {Avoda Zara #b) fDavid was hot really

worthylofl doingl that act fwith Bathsheba] It was only donelinlorder tolteach TeshuralRepentance.TWhat thisimeans

is‘that God madd/itthappen on purpose,in order tol give King David dltaste ofl the tremendous heat ofl passion which

resides inlthat act/$o that in thel futurellishould helhavel becasiontol commit al sinlThe will know how! toldo Teshuvdll

Repentancelwith that damelhot passionate desire. That'swhy David said, (Psalm[51:8) *Mytsin is before melalways.”

David nevettlost sight' ofl thel passionatel desire. helhad whilel transgressingl and committing| thel $in/ $ol that helxvould
know how! tolworshiplandservelhis Lord,/God.
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arel thelanticipationl ofl beingf tortured forl thel sakel ofl sanctifying God’s:Name.Just what' can/ onel say
ol add tol such' 4l thesis?l Wherel doltwe stand beforel Helsvhol sees_throughl everyone, inl lightl of this
Torah from R/ Elimelech?
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Mishnal4
TelillQuiver in the Olami [IWorld, likel a kingl onl his throne. Galgal [[Wheel in the Shana
Year, like a king in[the country. Levi[Heart in/ the Nefesh[[[Soul,likela king atlwar.
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TelilllQuiver'in the Olam W orld:[In thelbook, Degel Machan’d Ephraim (Ex. Shemot)<veltead | With alwell known
teaching froml myl master, my’ grandfather/ [thel Ba’al Shem Tov] bf_ blessed_memory, "Therel where a person’s
thoughts'drelthat’s where! the wholel personis.’ Thislis! thel tneaning] 6f thel 1PN Te/i [that éither hangs) swings
ot depends, depending onl how! onel translates thel word literally. 1t is' bur thoughtswhich atel thelllPon 1 Te/i Tbecause
wherelbut thoughts drel that’siwherelwelarelinl durl entirety, and that's where thelwholeliniverselis [t is alsoltranslated
asl thel quivet for arrows becausel dut! thoughts shoot likelarrows. The Il Te/i s thel quiver in Wwhich dud thoughts
layi when weldon’t ¢allliponl theml o1 need them. This i all éxplainedlin' the Tges{ Koton)aswas stated, ‘All theltime,at
anyl moment when someonelis_hot occupied with Torah[ andl especially ifl helis_sitting alonelin his foom, doing
nothing, o1 lying in bed inableltolsleep.T That'swhen dl person'is ¢onsidered alIPon 1 Te/ TQuiver, when his thoughts
arelunfocused, without purposelikelarrows in/thel quiver.
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Likela kinglon his| throne: For when the king is'onl thel thronel then plain ¢itizensl cannot enterl and approach him.
Onlyt courtiers, hobles ot those called to_appointments_mayl énterl andl drawl closel tol him/ o, swhenl 4l personis_hot
occupied vith Torah, is_sitting| alonel inl his toomletc., as_above, imagining! throwingl himself intolal fire, fulfilling
therebylthe. Commandment, I That Ilbe/Sanctified, T etc./thenhe himself takes on the dspect. ofl dl kingl onl his throne.
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Galgal [Wheel'in the ShanalllYear: This/is the Machzor[Liturgical Cycle and Siddur IPrayer Booklof services for

thelentirelyear/[Thisis exlpainedin the Tzez{ Koton, “Whenl teadingf thel first verselofl the §h md dand thelfirst blessing of

the Sh’mond Esrei 1118 Blessings, al person should teflect/ étc. Jupon thel Commandment, ¥“That 1 bel sanctified etc.’

Duringf prayers_al personl standslat thellevellof ShandIllY eatt becausel helds1awn 1IN ShanenlISharpening his speech.

Thelword 1 mawl 1] Shana 1l also_translatesl as_sharpening hnd imemorizing, as it is written, (Deut.6:7) L] anaawi ]
V7S hinantoniIInculcate.
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Likela king' inl thel lcountry: Whenl a kingf Is atl largel even simplel peoplel mayl approach, not onlyl those with

appointments.dnd special status. Whenlal person teads the S5 wd and praysithe Sb mond Esrei/when helhas the Kavvana

[IIntentionl tol accept upon himselfl alll thelagonyt in thelworld inl drder to unifyl thel Namel ofl God/as above, heltakes

onl thel aspect. ofl 4 king{ at large | forlat that moment his entirelbody has access to_spiritual grandeur and sovereignty,

not bnly his highert facultieslwhol tesemblel¢ourtiers Hel himself is ¢losel to thel kinglinl évery tespect, great ot small;

helhas thel power tolbringl downl thelflowlof ShefdlAbundance, df Banei Chayei & Mezonei] Children/ Lifel& Food he
takes on theldspect ofld kinglat Targe.
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Levl[Heartin the NefeshllISoul: Thelheart islleader and ¢hief 6fl thelipperiworld,d.e.[thel thoughtsin/the head, as
welllas ofl thellower world/i.e/that ofldesiresiand longings.But thelheart itself has twoldspects, as it is written, (Prov.
10:2)[3°Alvisel man’s heart sl to his_ tight, 4 fool’s_heart i tol his left.” Wel tead inl thel Talmud, (Berachoth 61a) Rav
said,[TThelevil inclination tesembleslal flylsitting/in between theltwolventricles of thelheart. This is thel essencel of Wwar.
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Likel al kingf at war: When the kingf is at Swarl hel governs byt fiat; ignores_fences_and boundaries_and focuses_on

achieving ends tegardless_ofl thelmeans. Heldoes hot paytany attentionl to thel degree of  ¢closeness he may have with

someone_ ot theirf tank, horf tol thelparticulat condition  of any individual ¢itizen[His eyelis fixed onl the bigget picture,

thel peaceland welfarel of an entirelkingdom.[Heldoes not ¢ven pay attention to his_own household He tnay bel ¢asy

tolteachlat that time, but hel ¢annot bel petitioned ¢concerningf an'individual’siheeds'and ¢oncerns, lest hel belangered

thereby.[ Thelonlylwway! tol find favortat that timelis to_offer assistancelin thel struggle/ Hel takes onl thel aspect of the
king{atiwvar.
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PrefaceltolMishna 5
After ¢laborating onl thel threel sorts_ofl desireland longing inside every person,i.e.desirelin the gutl]
Water/inl the'heart [lIAirf andlin thelmind [[[Fire, éxplaining howt they each have to beloffered uplon
thelaltarl of sef sacrifice, thel text continues withlan' explanationl of thelSourcelofl thosel desireslin Te/ ]
Quiver, Galgal [Wheel and Les[[[Heart and how! theylevolved froml thel Simple[Desire. It is twritten,
(Eccl3:1)¥Tolall things a season, and a time for every desire under heaven.” Rashi, (ibid.) translates
Lyonll) Chezferz I Thing | instead_bfl Desirej saying JAIl thingsl arel called [ @*2onl 1] Chafertzind inl the

Mishna.’ However/ inl thel Zohat! (Voll1.[194a) wel tead, fWhat does it mean“And al timel for
every L1yonLL] Chesferz?’ Therelis 4 seasonl andl timel for everything, for all that! desire/ which exists
below.” Thislis_howl wel_explained.thel wvord above, (Ch.II..Mishna 6)[ therel thel Mishna

counted 22 desires, ¢émphasizing| that all 6f themlarelunified withlalsinglelbody. Thelsinglelbodylwas
taken| tol meanl thel entiretyl of thel Tenl Sephirot. There inl the. Mishnal itl was stated that all of
existenceland all speechlis but one/Name. Inlthis/Mishna thatt Namelis_explained.
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Itlis swritten, (Isa. 45:7)L5Whol forms_lightl and[ creates_darkness, makes_peaceand creates.evil.” 1]
1xo720 B ryahlICreationlimplies_ something froml nothing, thel question is_ obvious; Whyl¢reatel ¢vil,
creatio_dxd mihilo i honel eéxists?
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Mishnalh
Also_every! desire, this one versus_ that_ one, God.created. Good versus bad. Good. from good
and bad froml lbad.[ /[Good lempowering' ithel lbad land bad lempowering! 'the \good. |Good
concealed for the righteousland bad for the wicked.
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Altimel tol givel birthland a time tol diej Al time tol plant and a time tol iproot what is_planted LAl timel tol kill'and a time
tolheal TA timel tol tear' downl and 4 timel to build up.[TAl timel tolweepland 4 timel tol laugh; Al timel to_mournland a
timel toldance/ Al timeltol throw! stones and al timel tol gather! stones; Al timel to_¢mbrace and 4 timel to shunl émbracing.
Altimel tolsearchland 4 timeltol giveliplasJost; Al timel tol keepland 4 timeltol throw! away. Al timel tol teatl dpart and a
timelfol sew! together; Al timel tolbel silentt andl4d timel tol$peak.[IA time to loveldnd al timel tolhate; Altimel forl wardnd a
timelforlpeace. In[alll28 times.
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Alsolevery: Its sourcelis thel verse/ (Deut. 28:61)5‘Alsoleverylillness_andlévery. plaguel hot Swritten in thist Booklof
Torah.”Theldquestion is asked; What morel ¢ould possiblyt belddded tol thelgruesomellist of woes alreadylexplicated in
thel Deuteronomy! text? Thel word i 1] Gazd11Also, Always_means morel thanl sl stated in thel text. In thel talmud,
(Gittin[58a)lwelfead PreviouslylRoman nobles hadldisplayslofl ¢roticlimages around theif beds, Jtollook at during sex
inl brderitol generatel healthyl and handsomel ¢hildren]|but from’ thenl 6nwards they had Jews bound to theirtbedsteads,
and uised theml tollooklat duringf sex.[Onelasked another, Wherelis_such a misfortune predicted in the[ Torah?TThe
otherlansweredhim/ *Alsoleverylillnessiand éveryl plaguelnot writtenlin this Book dfl Torah.”
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Desire, this onelversus that one: Everyldesire has anlopposing, complimentaty,parallel orldbverseldesire. This isa

mystery. Abovelinl thel preface tol thel second  chapter,it was_ explained! that all thel mysteries ofl thel Torahl manifest

eithetfin(thetnalelod female YesodlIFundamentjthat hiolSecretisléver tevealed dbthed thenwithindnothetrlSecret/ éither
inlddeep,coveredsecret of the femaleltype,oria hidden/buried secret of thelmaleltype.
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God[Created: EL.OHI"MIIGod,is thelOnelNamelmentionedldbove, (Ch/11..Mishna 6)‘Making dll ofl ¢xistenceldand
all speech’ Onel Name. In burl Mishna this' Name hppears_in the phrasel[1a7>n%xn x72[1] Bard ELOHI "M [1God
Created, ¢xactlylasit appears the first timelin’ Genesis 1:1,¥In thel beginningf Godl¢reated, Thinting atits ¢entralitylto
thelact dfl ¢reation This Namelis dquoted exactly 32 times from/ thelbeginningf of Creation iintil thel 6l days_dfl ¢reation
areLcomplete [ ThelName, ELLOHI "M/ s thel sourcel forl allllln xonll] Chafeitzini [Desires, preciselylbecauselit is_the
source_forlalllln>xonllll Chafeitzin T hings  Inl the first Mishnal of the! first chapteti(cit.Joc. In 32) it was_¢xplained that
theName [ ELOHT”’Mlwhichlhas the GematridINumetrical Valuel ofllvavnlll Ha Tevd[INaturelis the dource ofl God’s
hiddenness.1tislas though,asit were, therelis toom toldenyl God’s scrutinyland superintendancylof thelvorld/ tolsay
thatt God forbid, hot everythingf is froml heavenl becausel permission ofl powetl has been given! to hature  tol takeslits
course. It appears_asl thoughl Godlhas_¢oncealed Hisl gloryLand oneness_within thel Name [ ELOHI”M.[nl thel book,
Tikunei Lobart (Tikun 20 p.pl42b)wel tead, It Is Wwritten, ¥Inl the beginningl God! ¢reated.”Ta” n>X IMELOHI” M may
bel tead 179% "mIM7 ElATIWho  Arel These? 1 is about thesel that it is written, (Isa.[40:26) ‘Raise youl éyes highldnd
see, [IPnIMATWhollixmallBardlliCreated these?”  Seelabove, (Ch.1[Mishna 6/ ¢it.Joc. ForHe).
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Good.versusibad: Sec above, (Ch. 11..Mishnal 4)[“Therelis nothing higherl in Goodl thanl pleasure,and nothinglower
inl Evil than plague.” Herelinl ourl Mishnal el arel beingf told what dictates| the existencel ofl evil. Forlifl God’s Simple
Desirelwas fo do good tol ¢reaturesas was dtatedldbove, (Ch.[1.prefaceltolMishnal 6) it is_dnel ofl thel fundamentals of
outl faith/in/ thel Almightylthat His_ purposelin/ Creation was benign, then whytdid He  createlevil? Thel answet ¢can dnly
belasl follows. Thel Good teferred tolin ourt Mishnal is' $ynonymous with' the pleasurel about which wel tead (Ch.[ 1.
Mishnal 4) “Therelis nothing{ higher in good than pleasure. 11319 Oneg [[Pleasurelis 4 Notariqonl ofl the svords 77w
Eden[T19ma1 Nahat [IRiver and 11721 Gan [l Garden, hs ivas_explained above, (Ch.II. Mishna 6L ¢it. loc./Therelis).
Opposing this.God ¢reated [1ya11INegd [IPlaguela Nozarigon ofl thevords[Iwmilll NachashISerpent/ MR 1Ga’ava L]
Arrogance and [[pony L Amalek! In the book, Machashavoth Charntz (9) welteadl thel following, “Thel architecturel ofl Jthe
Sephirothl of] evil beginsiwith and build iponlarrogance.[Pridelis the Kezer[ICrown.The ¢nd thelfinal $Sephira]isTust
whichlis[the/ feminine, ¢venlinl theldrchitecture ofl the [Sephiroth of|Tust itself. Its toot dnd beginning; its sSourcel from
whereléverything flowslis pride, which[is Tust forl dominion.Thislis thelfinal Kezer ICrownlofl the Ten Crownslofl the
Repulsive ofl thelsourcelof ToomallIFilth/whichlis pride.[Thel first Kezer[ICrownlis thel sourcel ofl arrogancelimplicit
inlthe[xwords_of thelserpent (Gen.3:5) 9Forl God knows_that onl thel dayl youl ¢at thereof, youtl eyes shall belopened,
and_youliwill bellikel pods.”The final Kezert [l Crownl s thel desirel for dominion.[This desirel for dominion is_ the
beginning oflevil whichl spread among/ thel Childrenof Israel/ from which therelstemsl the spread of Tust.” (ibid[] 1)
“Thelsinl 6ffl AdamWas/in his thought,asis_éxplainedin thelbook, Tikunei Zobar {end of Tikun 11/ p.p.L41b, Tikun 69,
p-pd15a, Tikun 22[p.p.L672) Thislis the/illusion thel serpent introduced into. Adam’simind when(itl told him,[TY oulwill
bellikelgods.1Becausel thisis thelsourcelofl all man’s ¢haotic thinking [wild imaginingf and(illusions tol think hel maylbe
inlsomelwaylat allevel greaterl and higher than helis inl teality, by aspiring tolthel inappropriate. [Original Adam/ was[as
perfectas it was possiblel tolbe, as el tead in thel verse, (Psalm 82:6) 1 said [ Y oulare gods. Y oularelall Sons_of the
Most High.”” But thelserpent deluded Adamlintol think[[hel¢ould actually belJalgod].”  Above[(Ch.dI.Mishna 4) it
waslsaid, 22/ [Foundation letters_setl_intol ithel lwheell inl 231 gates. [Thelwheel turn front land back. ITherel we
emphasized that thelfext doesnot statel thelwheel urns to dnd fro/dather front dnd back becauseléveryl¢reature hasa
backside. Thelbacksidelis thelteverse of thel face [ as hasjustbeen explained with/ the/Sephirot df Repulsionl stemming
from/ prideland flowingftoTust. In'placelofl the first Sephirah, Kezer [Crown therelis thelsSomething{which tesembles it
in ToomalTFilthi.e[Arrogancesand $olon forl éachlof thel Sephirot/ 1t $eemsltol el that Ta”nox[[ EL.OHI "M God
iswrittenlin' thel plural becausel it alreadyl tontains’ bothl aspects[ ofl faceland backside/ It has thelaspect 6f hothing
higherlinl good than pleasure, and hothing lower in/ bad than plague  The Source of evil then s not due told process
knownlas Shatteringl ofl Vessels’[ ot tolsomel disconnection from/ thelsourcelas part of d hypothesis that Creation¥vas
insufficient tol¢ontain thelinfinite flow ofl divinel goodness. Rather[ God ¢reated ¢verything{withla facelandlbackside.
Thel facelofl Creationis"bbvious_hnd apparent, it canl bel engaged facelto faceThis is_thel meaning ofl thelfword
ELOHI”"MTIGod, ¢verywherelin the Torahj that by looking anywhere and at dnythinglinl ¢reation, God may belseen,
aslwelinterpreted thel¥erse, (Isa40:26)“Raiselyoul eyes_high' andlsee,swhol ¢reated these?” [ The backsidelis hidden
and canlonly be¥iewedlifl a person turnshimselflaround and sets_hisback toward thelfacelof God [ Then hel canlsee
thelbackside.

0%D D3 025D 1O NH PHIPH HI33D INDPD HIDY 5D N3 BN HIZE 30 I H3 BIHD PINI3L 3WD :27VM AW .36

Good from good: The goodd person chooses stems from the good Godlcreated at thellevellof Oneg [TPleasure.Itlis
thelpleasurela ¢creaturelénjoysfromlteceipt ofl thelLight 6fl God’s[Face the dspect of Panim [[Face.
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Bad[ from/ bad:[ Thel bad 4 person chooses stems_from thelbad God ¢reated at thellevel of Negd [IPlague.[1t s the
suffering created by thelhiddenness ofl God’s facej theldspect of MchortTBackside.
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Good. émpowering! thel bad_ and bad_ empowering! the good:[In thelbook, Be'er Mayini Chayin/(Gen. Bereishith 1)
wel tead, SThel fourthl aspect concernsl thel good! that exists within badlinl this'world, thus{ It islwell known that' the
greatestljoyLand pleasurel 4 creaturel tould possiblel attain greater than all thel manifold pleasurel this sworld has to
offer| sweeterland morel delightful than'all thelloving in thelworld tol come, that a human mayl achievelWwhilelhere on
Earthlis that thel Namelofl Heaven bel $anctified through him [ Anylonel ofl Israel wwholhasléver tasted. this desireland
longinglin'his soul and has_meritedl experiencingf thistwonderful level, that God'stNamelis sanctified through himlin
thelworld, knows_this.LAllL ofl his 248 limbs_and 365 sinews, his_spirit and soul insidel him  givel thanks andlpraiseland
exalt Godwithlall thelmight theyl canl tusterl and to thel éxtent they. ¢anl ¢arry on[in honotl ofl thel Glorious King | that
Hel gave himl thel opportunity. tol bela vehiclel forl thel gloryLofl Godland thel exaltation and $anctification 6f His' Holy
Name. [ Al person’s_heart] hislbonesland everythinglin himl[ would fill with[ joyLand infinite! pleasure.. Nothing inl the
wotld could belbigger thanthis.” What the Be'ert Mayind Chayiniis suggesting is that thel greatest possiblel pleasurel¢an
comelfroml thel greatest possiblelagony; beingf tortured to death forl sanctification of God’s Name; it is_ thel ¢vill but of
whichlgoodness flows._And this is the. meaning of thel phraselbad ¢mpowering thelgood.”
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Empowering: Above[(Ch..1/ Mishnal Bl ¢it.loc[Build) Wel translated thelsvord 11wl B ’Chord [las_an expression of
strengthening orlsupport.
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Good concealed for the righteous: Therelds anlaspect 6fl goodwhichl cannot belseen in thexvorld at all 1t is the

Simple/ Desirel flowing down froml above/aswel read inl Seferl Yetzira on humerousloccasions.[Its sourcelis Ch. 1.

Mishna 2. Whenl thel text spokelofl fa covenant of unityl designedl between them, thel covenant is that aspect of the

Simple/ Desirelwhichlis concealed It is_constantly’ therel but temains invisible. It is thel concealed good teferred to
here[whichlthelfighteous/énjoy.
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Andbad for thelwicked:Thel text does hot say  that'bad is ¢oncealed forl thelwicked. It s teferring tol thelcovenant,

theconcealed good/ for thel tighteous to_eénjoy.[It] the very same good that thel tighteous enjoy is thel bad forf the
wicked/Iloncelheardlit' saidin thel namelofl the holyltebbe,R.Yisroel of Ruzhyn/ that ParadiselistHell forf thelwicked.
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Preface tol Mishna 6

After Imentioning Ithel Jaspect Jofl ICovenant] Ithel Joriginal Jand leverlasting 'flowl lofl Jcompassion,
introduced above/ (Ch.[1.[prefacel tol Mishnal 2)[ thel text elaborates. In thel yveryt first Mishnal inl the
book, it waslexplained how! thel Namel ofl God, $pelled IR EHY"H [IIIWILIIBE [4cts_as_the
sourcel ofl fear|becauseld person’ canl onlyl fearl sSomething/ in’ the! future Now, Ilmight havelthought
that thislisl truelin[ fact,| thatl thel Name EHY "H isl thel source of Din I1Judgment. Therefore  our
Mishna ¢omesl tol teachl that it is hot so/ That' thelName EHY "H is associated withl compassion. 1
might also havel thought! thatl ¢achl of thelSevenl Sacred Names, thoselswhichlitlis forbidden to erase,
comel] froml] the |samellsource,l ] thereforel] thel | Mishnal | stresses_| thel | uniquel! qualities'| ofl ] the
Tetragrammaton 77y 1YH""H; alsol éxplaining/ the twelvel permutations of that Name
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DD3LY .OMNID O I 15 WHE £ID5 I MEN3 H3 IS 0WTD ENE HD "IH BEL ,DNH3 MO 195 Hnh
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Mishnal 6
Three; eachl bne_standing| alone. Sevenl separated; three oppositel three_and_one deciding
between them.Twelve standingl at_ war; three lovers, three_enemies, three_ quickening and
threeldying, and E”Ll the/Faithful King' ruling{with/ themlall from/ His holy abode.
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Three, ¢achlone standinglalone: In thelbook, Oht HaMeir[ (Ex. 1Va'era)weltead)/ Thereldrelthree Names dssociated
with! Toonnall Rachamin Il Compassion/ as iswell known. First hel should havelin mind thelhumber 17/<vhichlis the
Gematrid [TNumerical Valuel of 1129011 Tod TTGood associated withl thel NamelT1i79x 1.4 HT"”H3whichl is formed
acrosticallyl froml thel first letters of foutl Wwordslin' thel first verse of thelTorah[(Gen[1:1)Ilyaxi nxy oo nwi R Es
Hashamayind 1" Ef Ha'aret3 [ Thel Heavens. And The Earth.[This Namelis teferred tolinl thel Zohar, (Vol..L 1 251a) as
Signet ring{ with whichl Heavenand Earthl arel sealed’ [ Afterl that... hel should ¢ount in his'iind another 21l and have
intention forf thellName [T nR1IEHY "H[Wwhich ¢quals 21/ Then helshould count another! 26land havelintentionl for
thelName/[I"yIYHI"H.”
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Sevenl $eparated: Thesel arel thel 7l $acred Names Wwhich mayl hot bel érased 173 YHIH, 711 Y ”H/T1%”R(1
E”L/TamnaoxIELOHI "M wlISHAD "AL/T» 1R ILADON"ALIn"wRax T2 A0 TH.
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Threelopposite three and onel decidinglbetween them:[ Althoughl dnel ofl thelNames tay! belmost prominent at a
particulatl moment, hevertheless, 4 person must bear inl mind that Onel Namelis_ arbiter. 6f them alli.e..T]777°L 1]
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YH1"”H/arbitet inl thel sensel that it has  thel powet tol outweighl themland forcelthelissue.

o”71oR el
Gevurah Chokhma
W 77 SR
Yesod Tifferet Chesed
IR n7Rax
Malkhut Netzach
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Twelve standing: Theselarelthe 12/ permutations of thel Tetragrammaton, YHI”’H. Thel4etters 11> 1 /71 /17 [I¢anbe

written12ways/Eachl of thel permutations/is associated with onelof thel 12imonths.Eachis traditionallylderived from
aldifferent verselin Scripture.

1. U7y INisanI(Psalm 96:11) My x33 an oonwi mnwr [Let the heavens tejoice, dndlet the éarth belglad.”

2. Uyppllyad[l{Jer9:23)yr77) 25w Sornma Y9ana ¥ Let him ivhol self praises self praise inderstanding, and

knowing.”

UnaSivanI(Ex.[26:1920)1n>1w3 1owng ¥7x3 72 IFPegs{ And for thelsecondsidel of the fabernacle.”

[P ITamuz T(Est/5:13)1p% g 139°% 311 This[is worthless to me.”

U7 nIAvITDeut[27:90110173 YXw? ynwi naog ¥ Belsilent and listen] O Israel [Thisday.”

(Al IElulT(Deut/6:25) 13 117 310 apxIFAnd it will bel bur tighteousness because.”

LiomiTishreiT(Gen/12:15)[13v1p » gnix X111 And[Pharaoh’sservants sawlher.”

[p7gmliCheshvan(Deut[26:1516)0mn2 1713 a1 waTilF And honey: This dayl God.”

9. UnrmillKislevidl{Gen[50:11)I*av153 paxig 2wy x17IFAnd theylsaw, the dweller dfl thelland [ thel Canaanite.”

10. Dy TevetI(Psalm 34:4)Ihnw 7mm1733 20X 21 God with e [and let i éxtol His Name.”

11. UrrypadiShvatll(Lev.[27:33) ka3 777771 137207 1T Changelhel ¢hangel it/ then it will be.”

12. Oy»aallAdadT(Gen[49:11) 10K 13 gpiw) 717y 1Y His foal [And his dss, Olmy donfo the Vine.”
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Threellovers: Theselarel thel three months of(1,3,5) Nisan, Sivan and Av.[The  permutation’ ofl thel divine Name! for
thel month bfl Nisan stems’ froml thel connection ofl Heavenand Earth/ Sivan/ froml thel connection bf pegs_and
sockets..Av/fromlthel¢onnection df dilenceldndllistening.
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Threel enemies:[ Thesel arel the! threel monthslofl (4,7,9)[ Tamuz,[ Tishrei and Kislev. Thel permutation’ ofl thel divine
Namel for! thel monthl ofl Tamuz $tems from thewords_ofl Hamanl thel Wicked, thel ¢nemy. Tishrei froml thel sighting
byt servants of Pharaoh, thelenemy [Kislev, fromlsighting by thelCanaanites, thel¢nemy.
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Threel quickening: Theselarel thel threelmonths 6f (2,6,12) Iyar, Elul andl Adar.Tts sourcelis_thelverse, (Neh.9:6)
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“AndY oul quicken themall.” Thelpermutation  of theldivineIName!for thel monthlof Tyarjfit connects thel concepts.of
(195711 Halle/ T hanksgiving and a2l Tehilla I Praisel and T nmIMechayeTQuickeninglof Giving{ Life, 45 Wwelsee
froml thelVerses in Nehemiah“Yourt gloriousthamelbel blessed and exalted above all blessingl and praisel Y ouldlone
are the. LORD /[ Youlhaveltnadelthelheavens/ Thelheavens”heavenswith 4l theif host Theléarthland all that is_ onlit,
Thel $eas and all that Is in them [ Y oulquicken all ofl them.” Elull connects_ thel concepts ofl 1pxlll Tzedaka lICharity
and[ 1 1»non9l 11 L 'Chayotend 11 Quickeningf brf Giving Life, s/ wel tead in thel verse, (Deu. 6:25) *“Andl it Wwill bel bur
righteousnesslbecause,” whilelinl thel previouslverse, (ibid. 24) Sol that it might be well forl s for ever, and that He
quicken s/ as Helhas donel tolthis day.”TIAdar connects thelletted TwII1S bz [labout which wel teadlinl first Mishna of
the secondl ¢hapter[IInpaw "W Shin Hisses[Therelislwas explained how! thelletter Shinand Eve/Mother oflall Life
arel connected. Inl thel permutation of’ this' month TIp WL Sherek lalso appears.But herel it meansl something other
thanl hissing Herel its_sourcelis_ the verse, (Isa 5:2)[1'Planted it swith thelllp19wll] ShoreA [1Choicest Vine.” As[ Rashi
(ibid.)_éxplains/ this tefers tolthel best, most vigorous of the living{branches.
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Threeldying: Theselarel thelthreelmonths ofl (8,10,11)Its[sourcelislthe verse, (Psalm[17:14)9Dying 4t Y ourthand, O
God, Lteferringf tol dyingf att God’s_hand as_bpposed to what isLapparently. 4 hatural death, throughl agel o1l sickness.
Thel permutation. dbfl thel divinel Namel for thel monthl bfl Cheshvan connects. Honeyt and Death/ aslswel tead inl the
Talmud/ (Hagigal 14b) 4l lentered paradise, etc., ben 1Azai] ben Zoma/ Elisha etc.. ben Zomal glanced andl was
wounded.[About himl thel verselsays, (Prov. 25:16)“Havelyou found honey Eat only what you need/ That youlnot
havelitin ¢xcess_and Yomit it. ' This ¢onnects honeytand death. I havelhot found! thelkey! tol thel permutation of the
monthl ofl Tevet/ Thel permutation/ of thel divinel Namel forl thelmonthl 6fl Sh’vatl tefers tol thel Verselconnected to the
substitution 6f R[Akibaland hislmartyrdom/as hasdppeared often inl Sefer Yetzira/ (Ch. 111 preface to Mishna 1)
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E”L the Faithful King: The Notatiqon  of thel3vords117ar3 om 2RI E L Melech Ne'eman spells 1R Amenl So

wel teadlin the[ T'almud, (Shabbat 119b) fWhat ise Amens R Hanina $ays, E LI Melech INe'eman.’ Rashif (ibid.) adds,

‘E”LIMelechi INe’emarn 1T his is howl hel bearsdlwitness! to his_ Creator, that Helis E I the Faithful King.TSeelabove,
(Ch.d[prefacelto Mishna 4lcitJoc.In thelteaching).
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Ruling! with! theml all:[ Thel text does_not bay' ‘Ruling{ bver theml all, father Rulingf with| theml all.T Becausel God
connects_even with' Haman' thel Wicked, thel Aggagite/ the. Amalekitel tol rule thelworld throughl himj combining{ His
HolyNamelwithl that ofl thelwicked/See above (Ch.II.prefacel toMishnal 1l ¢it./Joc Tifferet)
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FromHislholy abode: [Seeldbove, (Ch.1. Mishnal11/¢it.Joc Abode)
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Preface tolMishnal 7

Generally,in/ Seferl Yetzira, thelordet of development s froml thel top.downward/Thelbookl é¢xplains
how! the Simplel Desirel develops_ tol becomel thel Tenl Sephirot. from Kezest [IICrown to Malkhut 1]
Sovereignty, thel Twenty Twol Letters, throughl ithel [Theel Mothers, Seven Doubles_and Twelve
Simplel Letters, etc..Herelinl thisz Mishna, however/ thel text éxplains_howt 4_personl may’ imitatel his
Creatorl tol becomeldl ¢reator himself. Inl one of hislsermons, (Sermonl for a- Wedding) Nahmanides
treats_this. Mishna atl some.length.] Hel says, *All ofl bne’s_desirel tol establish’ posterityl by having
children' must bel guidedlby! thesel thoughts. First, not to marryl atwoman without! thel proper tituals
of Chuppd W eddingl Canopy, Kiddushin[Sanctification, and Brachd 1Blessings. Thesel arel thel three
crucial rituals. Al marriagel cannot bel performed without! thel blessings, as_thel sages’ stated, (Tract.
Kallah[1:1) Al bride twithout! blessingslis forbiddenl tolherl husband!likel 4 menstruant.TThesel three,
thelWedding Canopy, $anctification,land Blessingslarelthel threel that rest onl seven[becausel therelare
Sevenl Blessingslin' thel marriagel ceremony. Thel sevenl rest upon twelvel becausel therel arel Twelve
Expressions_of Joy in thel final blessing, ‘Blessed are Y ou, Lord ourl God, thel sovereignl o f thelwvorld,
whol ¢created jov and celebration, bridegroom! and bride, rejoicing, jubilation, pleasurel Aind delight,
love and brotherhood, peace and friendship.[IMayt therel soonbelheard, Lord ourt GLdinl thel ¢ities
of Juded andlin thel $treets of Jerusalem/ the soundloff joyland the/ Sound ofl ¢celebration the voicel of
abridegroom and thelVoicelof d bride, thelhappy shouting ofl bridegrooms froml theirl weddings and
of young men froml theit! feasts.of Song.[Blessed are Y ouLord,[wwholmakes thel bridegroomland the
bride rejoicel together. T Eachlofl them! tepresents a particularl measurelofl Creation,swherebytd people
entering iponl marriagel mayl havel their knowledgel3wiselyl increased and anl abundancel ofl joy tlow
upon them. Whoever merits_ marrying| a womanland[ fulfills” thesel Commandments_ iwill livel to
succeed tolchildrensvholbusylthemselveslwith  the Torah/Mitzvoth'and good deeds.’
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Mishna 7
Onelonl toplof three; Three onl toplof Seven; Seven on top_of twelve,land  eachl is/ fastened to
the other.
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Onelonl topLof three: This refers tol thel simplel desire al person may havel forl God, at thellevel bf AhavdllLove. As
we teadlin/thel Zohar, (Vol.111136a) Theselinside thel mysteryl of faith' ¢xit as fourlletters, the fourtletterstupon which
the Sacred Namel depends; ipon/whichl Heavenland Earthl dependsjupon whichlall thel praisesof  thel Songl ofl Songs
depend/ What arel they?l Theylarellln7anx1.4H]""H [[LoveThesel[letters] arel thel Supernal Chariot; they arel the
joiningJ¢onnectedness, ¢leavingand wholeness of éverything.’ Al person’] simplel | desire; ] that | love ] and
goodwill he has fort Godindependent ofl anything o1 anyl condition) s’ the source of his desire tol éstablish posterity
byl giving{ birth tol ¢hildren, as Nahmanides_stateslin thel preface tol this: Mishna [ This tvas_ thel desirelofl Abrahaml that
God havel pleasurel in Hisliworld, that his (Great Namel bel magnified and glorified.TThis_is_ thel imeaningl of the
expression 11om12R *1onl Chasdei Mvrahan ILovingkindnesses ofl Abraham/ (aftert Mic.[7:20).[Becauselall Abraham’s
ambition and purposelwas_directed tol this onel goal, that God’s Kingdom!bel tevealed throughout thelentirelworld, ds
wasLexplained above, (Ch/1/Mishnal 6, ¢it.loc/Helis)

D575 £HD NP5 IDHDPY IED DION3 30 5352 D3 PPN DESE3 DML OE LIPPE WD3IH 171 O HD IS :Avaw a3 by whw .54
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Threelonl top_of seven: Thel ¢hiefl manifestation of theselis in love. In his desirel that God’s: Name!bel sanctified in
thel threel places mentioned above/ (Mishna 4)[in Te/s Galgal &>t 1 ev| throughl his self sacrifice,[byl throwingl himself
intolthelfire [Thislislwhatt Nahmanidesimeansiwhen hel$vrites, First/ ot tolmarryld woman without thelpropeti tituals
of ChuppallNedding Canopy, KiddushinlISanctification/dnd Brachd[IBlessings.’
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a.) The ChuppaliWedding CanopyNahmanides tefers tolis thelprinciplelhintedlatin/ the[Verse, (Isa.[4:5) FFor overdll
thel glory will bela canopy.”[Rashi, (ibid.)-hotes, ‘Over dll thelglorylllithat is told to them, therelwill bela canopy, that
My ShechinabhlIDwelling Presencelwill cover them/[Therelare seven ¢anopiesimentioned herelin thel verse, 1.) ¢loud,
2. )smoke, B.) light/ 4.) fire| 5.) flame/ 6.) canopy_and 7.) Shechinah.’ This_corresponds’_tolthe ffirst lexhortation
expressediinthe Tzerl Kotor-quotediabove,[ (Mishna 4)fAll thel time, 4t anylmoment when someonelis hot dccupied
with Torah, and éspecially if helis sittingl alonelinhis'room, doing hothing bt Tyingfin'bed iinable to sleep/hel should
think ‘hbout the Commandment, (Lev.[22:32)[F“That 1 bel sanctified inside thel Childrenl 6f Tsrael I aml Godwho
sanctifies you.” Hel bught tol imaginel in his mind[ that there[is a tremendous, searingl hot flamelin front bf him,
reachinglall the[wayluplintolthe heart ofl thelheavens,/ and he/becauselof. God’s holiness, smashes his hatural instinct
[for survival|“and immolates_himselfl inl the[ conflagration inl brder tol sanctifyl thel Name bf God.‘God takes that
thought'dnd connectsitwith'a deed [ Theltesultis thathelisnot sitting{ o1 lying{idly dbout,but father actively fulfilling
the[Biblical Commandment.TWhat It neans s that whoever wants tol ¢leavelintol Godlhas to el teadylat all times to
throwthimselflinto the[Seven Chuppas mentionedlin thelVerselabove/into ¢loud,smoke,/light, fire,flame,¢anopyland
Shechinab[asRashiléxplained [Onlylthen does God's Shechind ¢anopy coverthim daylandlnight.
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b.)The KiddushinllSanctification listed byl Nahmanideslis_ thel second principle_mentioned in the Tzes/ Kofon above,
‘Whenl teading thel first YerseLof the S/ md and thel first paragraphllblessing ofl the S5 mond Esrei 1118 Blessings, a
person should reflect] as above, Jupon! thel Commandment, “That I bel $anctified etc.” that helimmolates_himself to
sanctifyl thelNamel 6fl God] and,infaddition, helshould havelin mind that werelall the hations_ofl thelworld to torture
himwith' thelworst agonies imaginable,ifl they skinned himlalivel trying tolforcelhim toldeny  thel Oneness ofl God [ he
would lendureall lthel lsufferingl ‘and not_profess_theitl heresy, Godl forbid [ IHel should depict thel scenelin his
imagination, inhis thoughts as' though! they arelactually torturing him that way,land thus'hel ¢an fulfill his obligation
tol tecitel the S md andl pray propetly.” Beforeld nanl ¢anl say! to d woman, "2 nwTpn nX 31| Hared A4 Mekndeshet 141
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You Are Sanctified To Me, hel tnust have! $aid it in tespect 6f God P91 ITo Me/ tefers tol the/ $acred Name, (see

Rashi[Ex/[25:2)

5135 P2 PN DNOH PYE3 0 LN LT MEN3 MDD I30W LJBP MBDI3 INBNE D HI IENE D HD 1"39ID IMHE 9593

YDETP S5 DN PREDI DDPEY IBDD 1 D IPNE 133531 PB3 IHY TIM G 53 IDIENN3 IS ML ML £IDD IPPIEDN

55 D"Y PIED3 IDNEY IVDD 1 NI IPNE 37> 1HMN IO 131 HIDT HIEN PLISIN HIDE DD WEN DD DEIIIY 3D 1pIH3

DN MED LITP D D'H DHEN IPND DEP DM 1 PIEDS 2N D35H DINH3 DIV P PELID P NBHE S0 1:IH3 WETPN
S"D DD ML INDPN

c¢.) The BrachalllBlessingslisted byl Nahmanides is_ thel third principlelmentioned in the Tzez{ Koton above, {Alsoswhen

eatingl and during coupling 4l person should havelinl mind the KavvandlIntention mentioned above. And as soon as
helbegins tolfeellphysical pleasure helshould imaginel s above, Jas though they areldctually torturingfhim, flayinglhim
alive] land Jsaylout loudlland lin his" heart,[ “I[ lwould takel lgreater’ Ipleasurel land Jjoy_lin lthel [fulfillment lofl ithe
Commandment tol Sanctify’ thelNamel of GodLas_a_martyr; I swould muchl rathert belkidnapped by murderers in the
middlelofl myt éating] thismeall o1 this_ coupling, to be  tortured mercilesslylinl order tol sanctifyl God’s: Name/ than/ be
forced to éndurelthis physical pleasurelwhichldraws on the leproticlcontagion  of thel serpent.” Helshould dctually. say
thesel following words, f‘Proof__of_myl earnestness_that I wvould prefer to_ fulfill thel Commandment F“That Il be
sanctified inside the[Childrenl oflIsrael) ¢tc., [ throughl mylinartyrdom, tather thenl enjoylthis physical pleasure, s that
if Ilwerel dragged froml thismeal ot this bed and tortured, dsabove I would tejoicelin thatt opportunity morel thanin
this[pleasure.”
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Sop

Inthelbook, Tola'at Y a'akov (Sod Hanisu'in)we tead thel following{ Whoeverlin gathers [hislbride]lwithout blessingsis
countedlamong thoselwho take  pleasurel from! this world without takingf theldppropriate blessing helis considered to
belstealing fromhis fathet and mother, as’twel tead in the  Talmud, (Berachoth 35b) ‘Whoevet enjoys something of
thisTworld without making[ thel blessing steals_ from God and K'nessef Lsrael Tncluded swithl this_is_someonel who
coupleswith an inmarried swoman, even ifl shelhas alreadylbathed herselfl in thelMikveh, he[isstealing{ from God,
(Zohatl Nol.[TI1.[44b) Wellearn[(Tract. Kallah) *Al bridel without blessings_is forbidden tol het husband like_a
menstruant woman.Thelteasonlis that just as' duringlher! period a an s not at home in his'house, because thelbed
is‘toolshort tolstretch outlin (after Isa.[28:20) tol contain/awvoman, her husband and theitlove, thelhidden mystery.
At that' timel therelis nhot blessingf dwelling{ therein becausel thel manis hot wholej they bnlyl become onelwith! the
blessings. That’s whyl o longf asl thel blessings' haven’t been drawn downl froml above [ thel bridelis forbidden/Note:
Thel Belovedis_ called T173T1 Ko/ TTAIL Now, Wwhenl the T1>73(T] Tzadi# TTRighteous. connects with 117211 Teded T
Righteousness/ [when the Sephirahlof Yesod[IFundamentjoins T7ffere/IGlory thelletter TR He/lisladded: .| then
shel s teferred tol asT1723(1] Ka/la/ T Bride, and i3 permitted tol het husband, sincel thel watet of  the supernal 1173921
Breicha [TPool is drawn tolher fromabove/ Similarly, below, alsvomanlis forbiddenl to het husband without blessings

becauselshelis in thelimagelofl thelsupernal.
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Thel $even Blessings'mentioned by, Nahmanides arel thel $even tnentioned inl dur Mishna.Inthelbook, To/a’'at Y a'akov

(Sod Hanisn’in) the seven blessingsldrel explained dccording tol thelmysteries of thelkabbalah.

* Thel first blessing: Blessed arel You,/Lord our GLd[Sovereign of thel world, Creatort ofl thel fruitl of thel vine [ This is
thel mysteryLof “Wine/[whichl ¢heers'God and men,” (Judg9:13) and thelawakening dfljoy! that ¢comes to him from
thelsidelof GevurahIIMight! Thelwinel begets fruit, andl thel Tree of Lifel also begets fruit with this awakening. The
vinel takes it all and makesla harvest like d planting,| [Ma/khut [ISovereignty]. Therefore thel first blessingis that over

wine.

Thelsecond blessing! Blessed are Y ou, Lord our Gt d,Sovereign of thel world,whol ¢reated all fort Hisl glory. Thislis

thel$ecret of! thel pillarl Supporting thel entirel world 1t s/ ¢alled 1o 1Ko/ ALl becauseli is what ¢ontains éverything.
ThisLis_thel secret bfl thel covenant uponIvhich! thel secret of all Jintimate]_connections depend 1t teceives_ thel 6il
coming/ fromlwhat is_above_in ordet tol impregnatel thel ¥ine. Y oulalreadyl knowl that! thel goodLbil| (after Psalm
133:2) flows_downl from| thel brain throughl thel $pinal cord tol thel penis| and from! there[ intol thel Well bfl Seven
[Be et S heba) [This s the awakeningl of thel tight handlside/ becausel fruit ¢anl dnlyl comelfroml thati side/ Thelleft side
arouses_theljoyl whilel the tight sidel finishes_ theldct. After that, tight and leftt arelincluded within onelanother [ Yesod

[IFundament] This is the tnystery ofl al personlin al state oflwholeness, Wwhichlisiwhyl thelthird blessing{is:

Thel third blessing:! Blessed arel Y ou, Lord bur GLd, Sovereign ofl thelxworld,[Creator ofl man. It tefers tol the man

wholdwells inl thel tent (after Gen.[25:27)[[Jacob| the first arbiter, thelmiddle bar which shoots throughl thelmiddle

ofl thelboards from dnelend tolthelother/ (after Ex.[36:33) teferring tol the Great Man/ | T7ffereAliGlory].

Thel fourth blessing! Blessed arel Y ou[Lord out GLd[Sovereignl of thelworld, swhol¢reated man in His image, inl the

pattern ofl His ownllikeness, and provided for thel perpetuation oflhis kind.[Blessed arel Y ou/Lord, Creatot 6f tnan.
Thisis_thel $ecret of thel tight hand ¢olumn, alsocalled 172> Yachin/ (afted 1. Kings 7:21)<vhich TI1>5mll Meichin 1]
Prepares_mannal that' tomes| from! thelll'71312%7 Nyl Givat Halevond [TMounds 6fl Whiteness/ (afterl Cant. 4:6) and
sendsLit tol the[Earthlbelow. The facelof Joshualis likel the face df thelmoon, (Bab. TalmudBava Batra 75a) [Nezzach

(MEternity]

Thelfifthiblessing: Let the barren ¢itylbe jubilantlythappy andjoyfulat herfjoyouslgathering o herf ¢hildren [[Blessed

areY ou[Lord,Wholtnakes Zion tejoicelsvith her children/ ThellInpyIL4keres [[Barren tefersitolbur Mother Rachel
wholis known as‘thelbarrenl ofl thelhouse’[ (Psalm[113:9)[Rachel thel$mall (aftert Gen29:16) thelInpyIlAkeres [
Barrenwholturnslout tolbe  thellMp ¥ [Ikar [IChief,With the joyous gatheringf of her ¢hildren fromlthe four corners
ofl thelworld/in thelmystery. of thelleft hand columnl calllll1y1a[l] Boaz, tolsvhom[I13[11 Oz [[Boldnessiand Gevuralill)
Might belong 1t joins¥with the tight hand columnltol gather thel scattered and to teturn theml tol thel placelbetween
thelknees, in thelmysterytof, (Isa.[54:13)“Alllyour sonswill be taught of the Lord. This is thel teason thel twoltwigs
oftwillow'in the Lu/aidolhot bear fruit Because thelin gathering of ¢hildren(is their truelfruit/and therelis'ho one

toldrouse thelin gathering ofl ¢hildren tolthelmother but thelprophets/JHodIBeauty].

Thelsixth[blessing: Let the[loving couplelbelvery happy,just as_Y ou madel Y ourl ¢reation happylin thel Garden of

Eden,/soJong ago.[Blessed arelY ou/Lord,/wholiakes the[bridegroom and the[bridelhappy.[ J[Gan Eden] Thelplace
oflintimacy, tejoicing andldmitylofl thelloving couplelisthel secret/ the foundation of thelworld. [ Tolswvhom{ belong/all
thel desireslofl Israel? 78 TradiA IRighteous svith T3] TRedef MRighteousness are two friends, Jovers, this is
my! friend and this isimyllover, (after. Cant.[8:16)whol can never bel $eparated from  one another (Cant[4:5) 5 Two

fawns [likeltwin gazellesthat grazeldmongf thelilies.”

* Theldeventhlblessing{this blessinglpreserves_éverything/andfrom/it all thelights/teceivel theiflblessings.It contains

all'Ten Sayings [[Kefer [ICrown].
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Seven onl top_ofl twelve: Thesel areljoy andl celebration, bridegrooml and[ bride, tejoicing, jubilation/ pleasureland

delight,Toveland brotherhood peace and friendship.
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Fastened: It isiwritten, (Deut 28:21) F“Thel LORDL will makel cling tol you.”whichl the Targuml (attr. Y onatan)
translateslas T X[
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PrefaceltolMishna 8

Afterl Abrahamlhad sanctified himself ds farl ashislhand ¢could teachjafter purifying his/thoughts and
ideaslof any’ thoughts oflidolatry, adultery and bloodshed, after! throwing himselfl intol the flames.in
thought,/word and deed, hel brought' downl tol thel world thesoul bf Rabbi Akibalb. Josephlfroml[the
upperlworld [Abrahaml through'his acts ofl selflessness.and worshipl succeeded in making 4 placel for
the fulfillment_bfl thel Commandment| FThat I bel sanctified_inside the_IChildren of Israel| etc.,”
throughl imagined and visualized martyrdom, aslitlis taught inl the Tzez/ Kotori inl thel book, Noam
Elimelech.
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Mishnal 8

Because Abrahaml foresaw! and gazed and looked and studied and uinderstood and carved
and hewed andl combined and fashioned and succeeded, thel Mastet of All tevealed Himself
tol him,| settled himl inl Hisl bosom, kissed himl onl his/ head, kcalled himl Hisl beloved and
placed himlin His/ Name, and forged al covenant with  himl and his offspring forever, aslit is
written, |(Genl[15:6) 1“And__hel had faithl inl ithe_ Lord, land_lit_iwas_put__tohis_laccount_las
righteousness.” He forged_ 4_covenant with him/ between! the ten toes_of hisl feet, thislis the
covenant of thel circumcision. He forged a_ covenant with him/ betweenl the  ten fingers_of his
hands,/ thislis the_ covenant of the tongue. Hel tied twenty twolletters to_his tongue, and. the
Omnipresent revealed Hisl secret to_ him. He drew! theml in[ water, kindled theml inl fire,
thundered themlin breath, seared themlin/sevens/and guided them! in twelves.

T awn
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Because Abrahaml foresaw: This dentencel¢ontains nine ¢xpressions ofldction until Abrahamlsucceeded [Successis
thel tenthl éxpression ofl action/ thellevellof MalkbutlliSovereignty whencel flowl thelsouls of thel¢onverts/ Seelabove,
(Ch/III[prefacelto Mishna 1)
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Andsucceeded:[This tefers tol The soul theylmadelin Haran, aslwas explainedlabove/ (Ch. 111 prefaceltolMishnal1)
referring to thel soul of R.LAkibab.Joseph.
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ThelOmnipresent tevealed His secret: Thelword for Omnipresent isInpnllIMakoriPlace; the Place tevealedits
secret/becauselhelforgedld covenant betweenl theltenl fingerslof his hands,and tied 22 Tetter to his tongue Hel forged
al covenant ofl circumcision ¥with'him' and tied the/10[Sephirot to that placelof ¢ircumcision,at thellevel of thel verse,
(Job19:26) 5 Andl from myl dbwnl flesh 1l will see’ God.” As wel tead inl thel Zohar, (Vol 1. 94a) Thel otherl bpened and
said, ‘From my ownl flesh Il will seel God.TWhat does it mean by, Mylown flesh, il should havel tathetisaid [ From my
owil self. TFlesh means dctual flesh [ What islit”[1t is as thel prophet (Jer.11:15)says/ FAnd theylWwill pass the holy flesh
froml over you.” Andlit is written, (Genl17:13)FAnd Myl ¢ovenant shall belin yout! flesh.” Forl wel havellearned! that
whenevertal manlis/tnarked with/ thatholyt sign ofl ¢ircumcision, hel can seel Godl fromlit] from/ theldctual ¢ircumcision.
Andhis holyl soul uniteslinlit.”

TEN 121 27D ,DBN3 P3TI 11N DT BEY OIS IH N WP 1ED (1D H3) HPMON3 HOHT NI PIEND NES HD :mown .60
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Drew them: This s anl ¢xpressionl of drawing thel desire, dsiwe  read in' thel Mechilta, (Bo, 5) Tt is written,[(Ex.[12:21)

“Drawl Jand Jtakel lyoul la lamb.” JHelJsaid Jto_ithem, ‘Draw_lyour Jhands backl lfromlidolatryl Jand Icleavel ltol the

Commandments.” And similarly/fromlthe Yedid Nefeshsong, IDrawtY outt servant tol Y ourlwill. TDrawing/is associated

withlwater, as wel read inl thelliturgy! of thel Prayer for Rain/ tecited dn Shemini Atzeret/ Remembett the! fathettwho
wasldrawnlafter Youllikelwater.”
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Kindled:[Thisl canl belanl éxpression_ ofl chasingf after thelwill ofl God [ as it isvritten, (Gen.[31:36)[9What is_myl $in
that you NP9 | Dalakta IChased after me?” But it s dlsolan expression ofl kindling with! fire.
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Thundered:This is thel rattling{ oflall thel foundationsLofl thelworld, at thel sound ofl thel¥oice ofl God coming/ from

the RuachIBreathas/ it is written, (I.[Kings[19:11)*Algreatand strong{ wind was tendingf thelmountains and breaking

inlpieces the tocksbefore the LORD; but the/ LORDLwas ot inl the wind LAnd after thelwindlan  ¢arthquake,but the
LORDIwas ot in thel[Twy IRz asAEarthquake.”
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Seared them: [1]9valT] Ba'ert is usuallyl meanslignitingl and burning/ Not hecessarily_anl expression_ofl complete
consumption, for welread [ (Ex.[B:2) F*And hel saw’ that thel thorn bush T]9vall] Ba et [TBurning in fire[ but the
thornl bush’was'not consumed.” The Gaonl of Vilna émends| thel text tol tead a9 w(11S ha'araniTTValued Them.
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Guided them:[Anl expressionlofl leading as it is written (Genl[31:18)[*And helled all his flock, ¢tc. tol¢omel to his
father,/Isaac.”[Thel Aramiacltargumlteads it 1727 01D vaAIT o Drive.
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The wordsTqwnlDrew, Tp?IKindled [Ty MThundered, TMyall$eared and 37 TGuided, $pells the Notarigonl)

1237 Midraban Perhapslit alludes tol thel ¢hainWwherebyl thel Seferl Y etzira was handed downl to uis, through those

wholSWent DownTintol thelysteries_ofl the MergavdlChariot 1 1233 Midraban Y ochanan ben Zakai[ tol Raban
Gamliel 1o/ Raban Shimonben Gamliel [ hisson.
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End thelSixth/ Chapter
WY pasan

End(thel Sefer Yetzira
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ComparativeSephirot
PridelliGlory
Serpent Keter
“Youwill be like
gods.”
JealousyllIOx LustTAss *
Interior of TRIW I Interior of TRy (Binah) * (Chokhma)
Shor .6 Chamor =46 Imma Abba
(Life) * (Wisdom)
Ruth Jocheved
RageD]]D cath) AdulterylTI(Folly) (Gevurah) * (Hesed)
Esau Ishmael Isaac * Abtraham
* (Grace) Rebecca *
CrueltyllI(Ugliness) * *
Amalek (Wealth) (Tifferet) (Seed)
Interiotl of Shor & Rachel b Leah
Chamor =52 = * Jaco *
[2%5[IKe/edIDog
| Murdetf (Poverty) (Desolation) Theft (Hod) Aaron ‘ * (Netzach)Moses
(Peace) Tamar
Rapell[(Evil) (Yesod)Joseph
(Dominion) Esther
Lust for Dominion (Malkhut)
(Servitude) David
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Afterword

Sefer Yetzira inlits entiretyt islattributed tol Abrahaml the[ Patriarch. and ¢omes, handed onl tolus, by
traditionlatl the handl ofl burlsages, of blessed memory, and especially thatt 6f RLAkiba and his school.
When! they! looked back atl thel sellingl 0f Josephl by his brothers, (Psalm[48:6.7)[¥They sawtit, then
they. werel amazed; They werel terrified, theyt fledl inl hlarm.[TT'rembling seized them, T as_ has/ been
explained abovelin humerous_places, and quoted froml thelZohar,[(Vol. 1.[206a). It has'been handed
downl tolusthrough' theit! selflessness, and demands nol less_than our selflessness, as_has_ been
explainedlinl detail inl thelbook, Noan. Elimelech) that from  eachl of usimartyrdomlislasked, inl order to
sanctifylthel Namel o f heaven.[Itlislwhat sustains thelworld,as'haslbeen ¢xplained throughout chapter
6;Litl comeslas 4l corollaryl of God’s Tzimtuni 1 Constriction off Self inl order! tol sustain’ thel sworld,
whichlisl His desirel and pleasure. Soldol wel accept upon_ourselves_all that painl aslour pleasure, to
providel 4 fragrant! firel offering tol God,with hungerl and thirst. Thelagonies arelour Oneg/lIPleasure
inl¢ontrast to the NegallllPlague,as has beenléxplained above.
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However, wel readl in[ thel Talmud,  (Shabbat 89b)L R.[Shmuel bl Nachmani sayslin| thel hamel of R.
Yonatan[¥hat is_ thel meaning ofl thel verse, (Isa. 63:16) 9For Y oulare our Father/ thoughl Abraham
does_hotlknow! 1Sz And Israel does hotl tecognize 1s.. Y ou[ OLGod [ arel ourl Father/ Ourl Redeemer
froml ofl old is. Yout hame.” In[ thel future God iwill sayl tol Abraham/ fYourl children havel sinned
againstt Me, L and_ Abrahaml{ will replyl tol God, fLet theitr sins’ bel expunged. throughl sanctification_ of
Yourl Name. . God swill_say, S swill_ golandl tell it tol Jacoblsvho hadl muchl painlinl raising children,
perhapsthelswill prayl I havel mercyliponl them.” Godlswill_say! tol Jacob, fYourt childrenlhave_sinned
againstt Me,Tand Jacoblwill teply,¥Let theirl sins be éxpunged throughlsanctification ol Yourt Name.’
Godwill say, “Therelis holsvisdoml tolbel learned froml thelaged nor anyladvice tol be had from/the
young.[IThen God will say! to Isaac,fYourl children have  sinned against Me. Isaacltwill answer, My
childrenand not Yourf children? So, when they answered, "Weltwill doland<wel will listen,Tat Mount
Sinai 1Y ou twere happy! tolcall them [ (Ex[ 4:22)[{My! child,[ Myl firstborn, Israel,l and howt they_ are
suddenlylmyt children, hot Y ours?l And_anyway, how.muchl could they possibly havel sinned? How
long does a personllive,seventy years? Well then, deduct thel first twenty years o ffl thel sum, theyldo
not_count and holonelis_punished for sins.committed beforel thel agel off twenty.[ Thatlleavesl fifty
years Deduct half allifetimel for thoselarel the hights, that leaves_ twenty! five years. Deduct twelve
andl 4 halfl years[d personl $pends_inl prayer,with| eating and tending/ to their toilet, that! leaves twelve
andhalf years Now/ ifl [You arel willing tol tolerate them [ well and ood, but if hot,/ I will split
responsibilitylwith Y ou, I'will ¢arrythalf ifl Y oul ¢arrythalf Andlifl you tell ine to ¢arrylall twelveland a
halfl years,[ behold, I havel already offered myl soul onl thel altarl beforel You.T At that moment the
Jewishl Peoplel beginl tol praisel Isaac, saying [ FYoul are_ our father.l Isaaclinterrupts’ them, saying,
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‘Beforelstarting tol praise_me/whyldon’tyou give  thanksl tol the. Holy Blessed One, T AndIsaac shows
them God before their eyes/ Immediately they! raise theirl éyes.uponlhighl and begin,[“You,[OLGod,
are outt Father [ Outl Redeemeti fromloflold s Y ourl name.”
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It seems to_ mel thatt Somewhere. therel bught tolbe a booklattributed tol Isaacas wwellin contrast to
Sefert Yetzira. Isaac is_ thel only manlin’ Scripturelsvhol saidl about_himself] (Gen[ 27:4)[f*Cook_me
delicacies_thelxvay Illovelit. Bring it tolmeland 1 will eat, in order thatl myl soul bless[you. Isaacltvas
not_ afraid tol enjoyl food, hotl3vas_hel aversel tol taking pleasurel froml life| as’ swel see, regardingf his
marriage, (Gen.[26:8) 9'Hellookedland sawi Isaacl playing with Rebeccalhis twvife.” It is Isaacl<whol told
God_ thatitl isLhot proper tol punishlhis ¢hildren[ ot éven forl thel sake of sanctifying thelName, even
to_scourgel theml o f sin.[becauselIsaac knows_ thatl anything tequiring 4 *fixing” haslalreadylbeenl fixed
byLhisLownl deathl forl thel sakel of sanctifying the. Name. As hel argues beforel God,*If Youfindlit
necessaryt tolsay! that Il should bear it all [Took,[myt I havelalreadylsacrificed mytlifel to You.’
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Thel¢hiefllesson! tol takel froml this story. ofl Isaac’s dialoguelwithl Godis that it islabsolutely forbidden
and_definitivelyl prohibited tol hgree, the  swayl Abraham and Jacoblhgreed, that' evenl onel bfl their
children'belhurt orllost or die, évenl for thelsanctificationof God’stName [ Tolargue btherwise is to
invokes_ God’sLmockery/ ‘neither teasoning froml thel aged, hot advicel from! thel young. T Thel chief
sanctification ofl God’s: Namelwill comel from| this,[ (Mic.[7:15) that “As’in thel days swhen youl came
out froml thelland of Egypt/Ilwvill $how! you miracles,”land histName will be. magnified through/ His
salvationlofl thel Jewish[Peoplelin/ general and in[ particular..Amen [maylit solbe.
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Finished and ¢ompleted,all praisel tol the Creator of thelworld,
this fourthl day ofl thelorded of[ Y ou havelstayed at this tnountain/long ¢énough.[Turn
and takelyourjourney,land go...”[(Deut.[1:6L7) The 3 off AviITI5767.
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