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Prefacel to Chapter 3

Inlthis' chapter thel¢ssencel of thel ThreelMotherswill bel discussed at length.[Herel<welwill findl them
presented_in thel horizontal arrayl whereas_ until how wel sawl them[ arrayed sidel by side/in three
vertical lines'in thel forml of weighing/ scales Mexi onl theltight, A/fin thelcenterland Shin onl the left.
(Ch[I'Mishna 1)l S‘Founded in  thel panlof credit and thel pan  of debt; the tonguel ofl decreel tips_the
balance betweenl them.The letter A/efis!likel a peg from whichlall off existenceldepends. Therel are
231l gates_ comprising the 22 letters’ fixed inl 4 swheel that spins_aslit tevolves front and back, as swas
explained (Ch.[1I'Mishnal 5) [Now, imagine thelletters, Alef, Meniand Shin standing/ hp,[as it wereLon

theirl legs, IE ; ND Layt them downl onl their! backs, ﬁ ﬂ (which

LMD 51 IPITEDS HIPY 139 DP3E PO 139 INH 230 93 93 937 D (P MHTMR) .1

(Sanhedrin' 110b) Rabbal bat bat! Chanal $aid in| thel hamel 0ff RIY ochanan R Akibal has abandoned his HasidnA 1]

Piety.”
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requires_a turn 0fl90°[ and then makel another turn 0f 90% degrees_tol thel tight, thislwill still havel the
threelletters laying down, butt how the Sk is futhestl awayl fromlyouland the Mew is_closest, Alf is

- [(Now, whenyoustand thelletters

still thel axislaround whichl theylpivot.

back tiplonl their feet by turning theml throughl 90° the Shzi will bel onl topLand the Meri bnl the
bottom. Standl thelletters.upl onl their legs againl byl totating themlanother 90%around. thelaxis_of the

Alef[This isthowt they twill bel considered throughout thel current ¢hapter. s (Wellearn

=

inl the[Talmud. (Roshl Hashana 17a)  Beth Hillel $ay:[$“What' do tvel meanlin the Awidd serviceswvhen
wel teferl tol Godlas![I17or 2711 Rasl Hesed [1Greatlyl Kind?[ Wel tead thelsword/ 11291/ Rav [as_ mastetl or
captain/ forllikel 4 ship’s_masterl God alwaysl steers towards Hesed[I[L.ovingkindness.” It was_ possible
to_havel rotated thel original arraylof Alef, Meniand Shininlother directions/ tol thelleft o1l elsewhere,
butl thel tesults.would nhot have been identical._ Godsteers_ toward HesedlILovingkindness, forl thisis
how He produced alworld full of Hesed Thisléxplains'how! thellettersiwent froml standinglinl vertical
columns, side byt side, tolstanding one on topLofl thel other tolform! threelhorizontal tows.
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Mishnall
Three. mothers AM”Sh/ (Alef, Mem and Shin), a great mystery; wonderful, obscured_and
sealed withl six rings.. From/ them emerges Fire, Water and Breath, divided into_ malel and
female.
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Preface tolMishnal 1
Itliswritten, (Genl12:5)[9And thel soul they madelin Haran.” The Targuml and ¢commentatorsl (ibid.)
explainl thel fsoul they madel as thel souls_ofl thoselswholswere converted. tol belief in. Onel Godl by
Abrahamland Sarah. [ The Zoharl (Vol[1..79a) notes that thelword forl soul inl thel text, TIwoallll Nefesh,
isLsingular. Inl mylopinion thelsword[InXL EZTinl thel text is superfluous. 1t would  sufficel tolhave
written 17972 Wy WX wosnLL I Hanefesh _Asher Asu_B Charan) tol say ‘and_ thel soul they madelin
Haran’ [It isimyt opinionl this verselis_ teferring tol thel Soul of Rabbi Akiba wholwvas known to havela
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particularl and special_exegesis forl everyl timel thelsvord [ R[] E£[IThe, Appears_in thel Torah. R.
Akibalwas fromla family of converts to Judaismlas.wellearnlin’ the/ Talmud,[ (Sanhedrin[96a)
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Inlthelbook, Megalel Anmkoth) (1 a Etchanan Ofan 88) wel tead as follows. “Sincellaml permitted to
speakl ILswill say! the! following:l Mosesl saw!_thel sparkl ofl R.LAkibal comingf intol thel svorld at that
time,[ as_ our sages_tell us, (Sanhedrin 96b) SOf thel grandsons_of Sisera taught! Torahl inl public;
who? RIAkiba.TFor,[as wellearn (Horayot 10b) ‘Greatertis_ thel sin performed fort God’s sake  than
a_good_deed done forl badl Ireasons.T For lofl ithel sevenl times_thatl wicked man [Sisera]_had
intercourse, it was_thel third time, about which! thel versel says: thel layl down’iwhichlis a clean
expression|[forl thel act_of_intercourse/ whilel thel other sixl lexpressions_arel lcoarse| that [Jael
conceived with thelsparkl of R.LAkiba’s soul.
(Judges'5:2411Deborah’slSonglafter the ¢vent)
Blessed above swomenlis| Jael, swifel offt Heberl thel Kenite, Abovelsvomenlin thel tent shelis
blessed.[(25) Hel asked fort Wwaterl andl $hel gavel him milk; Inl 4l magnificent bowl shelbrought
him curds. (26)LShe’ reached out her hand for thel tent peg/ And her right hand forl the
workmen'sThammer [ Then$he_struck Sisera[$hel $mashed his'head; And $he shattered_and
pierced his' temple. (27) Betweenl herl legs hel knelt [[ITHe! fell, hellayldown; Betweenl herllegs
helknelt, he fell Wherelhe knelt, there hel fell[[destroyed.
(Judges'4:16Inarrativel ofl thel évent)
..Lall thelarmyl of Sisera fell by thel edgel ofl thel swordj hot even onelswas left (0% TvL1].Ad
Echad) [(17)_And Siseral haslfled (0alll Nas)Lon foot towards thel tent of Jael wife of Heber! the
Kenite, forl peacelis. between Jabin kingl ofl Hazor and thelhouse ofl Heber! thel Kenite; (18)
Jaelwentl but tol meet! Sisera/ and saidl toLhim [ $“T'urnlin, my lord,[ turn'in tol me; don't be
afraid.”[He  camelin to het intol thel tent, and shel covered him 3withl 4 tugf (72 WL Swicha).
(19) Helsaid tol her, I'Pleasel give. mel 4 littlelwater tol drink, for Ilam| thirstyl (nwxll Tsameits).”
Solshelopened a bottlel off milkland gave himl 4 drink; then[ $hel covered him.[(20) He said to
her/$‘Standlin thel doorwaylof thel tent/andit shall belifl anyonel comes_andlinquires_oflyou,
andsays, Ts therelanyone here?! that'you shall say,"Nol (1> [1LA4z41Ix)."”
Thislis the. meaning off thel phrase And Siseral has fled (0allll Nas)_onl foot; because, between her
legshelkneltTTHe! fell [hellay' downl étc., that’siwhy hel fled there. When Jael went outlto meet him
shelwent acting outl thel samelmystery of ChokbmdallWisdomlthat Leah[used whenshelwent outl to
meetl Jacoblintercepting himl onlhissway homel (Gen[30:16) [ That night' Jacobllayltwith[ Leahl and
shel ¢conceived Issachar. Similarly, withl thislevent,swhenl Jael wvent out to intercept. Sisera, $hellay
withl himland ¢onceived R.LAkiba wholwas,[ (I'Chron.12:32) “FromlIssachat's descendants there
were 200 leaders_ whol inderstood! thel times andl knew what Israel should do.”That’s iwhy R.
Akibal used. tol say, (Pesachiml 49b) When Il 3vas anl ignoramus I used tol say, Show! melal scholar
and T'll bite him(likel anl4ss. Thislis' 4 teference tol thel mysterylin thel verse, (Gen[49:14) Tssachar
isLalbonylass,[Crouching downlbetween twolhurdles. T Thelsvord [[1a9 1| Goreri[IBony canlalsol be
translated as Cause. Thel verseltvould thenl read/ Issacharl is ¢caused byt thel ass. [It wasl thel braying
of  thelass whichl alerted Leahl to thel fact Jacoblwas nearing home.Shelwent out and intercepted
him/before helteached Rachel’s tent where helwasl scheduled to spend. thelnight. Instead hel spent
thel hightl fwith Leah, andl Issachar wasl conceived.]_Thisl connectionl is_ imadel in| thel Rekanati’s
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commentary_ tol Genesis_(ibid.)[ At thelénd of herf sSong[Deborahl says,[ (Judges 5:31)[9Sollet them
beldestroyed, all yourl énemies, O Lord.” But hinting{ atl the sSoul 6f R.LAkiba,[shel continues, “And
Hislovers,likel thel sunlinlits_might,[shine/ forth.” [Shel¥vas hintingl at Moses Jwholis_.¢compared. to
thel $un|, aboutl wwhoml thelverse says, (Ex.[33:7) 1 Now Moses used to_ takel thel tent andl pitch it
outside thel¢amp, d good distance  fromlthe camp,and hel ¢calledlit! theltent of meeting. (38) Andlit
camelabout, whenever Moseslwentl outl tol thel tent, that all the. people would ariseland stand, ¢ach
at thel entranceof_his tent, and gazel afterl Moses_ until hel entered thel tent” ./ Butl Moseslis__the
secretl bfl_thel Written Torah, whereas R Akibais| thel secretl bf thel Oral Torah. That’s_why
Deborah alsolised thelsvord 11912321 Bi ' Gevura td llinlits Gevura/i IIMight tolhintlatt R.[Akiba.
Thislalsol¢xplains the mysterylofl thelword, 12w Swicha, ‘And shel covered himlwith a 737w
U Smichd rug. ThelMidrash' (YalkutllJudges 4:44)_quotes Rabbi Yehudal saying, I havel searched
all ofl Scripturelbut have not found another usel of thelword 132 nwl S7icha/whatl couldlit tnean,
butl that God testifies,[[[/72 WILSh i Chd 1My Namel is Here;  God testifies_that Jael’s kavvana |
intent wasl purely for the sakel ofl heaven. [ Almystery hinted at'herelis' R.LAkiba svhoselsoul left his
bodywhen hel finished thel[l77a 1125 letters of the S/ md prayer That’s.whyt thel text says[[Tnx T¥
U.Ad Echadlllhotléven bnelsvas left[ al hint tol R.LAkibalswhoselsoulleft at thelsword TR Echadll
One,[as wellearnl inl thel Talmud_ (Berachothl 61b).[[And’ thatl explainsl Sisera’s_words, ffor Il am
thirstyL ("nmx L Tsameiti) swritten3without anl IR A/ef] for Alefis the. One, hintingf atl the T17ARLL
EchadllOne Jthirst without the A/%fllOne|whereat R._Akibaldied; thatlisshyl Sisera had toldrink.
And that iswhyt $iseral tells Jael,[iff anyonel comes_and inquires_of you, andlsays,[[[1715 w nllLl Hayesh
Poi1I'ls therelanyonelherer[lp wo 1] Yes/ Po/illlhas thel Gematria [lhumerical valuel6f 395 which
is_thel samelas [1x2°py *27[[[Rabbi Akiba. Jaeltwas_tolsayt No! using the word 1R[] 4ii and hot
thelmorel common TR o But thelsamel word]R{[1.4z4 that tneans Nolin Hebrew, ¢anlalsolbe
read as [n[Wwhich meansléxactly thelopposite forlinl Aramaic, [7meanslyes!.[Both Yesland Nolare
true, for whilelit twasl truel thel sparkl of R._Akiba swas_ hot therel at that ¥eryl moment, it twould be
arriving shortly[ It is also hintingf at' thel fact thatt R Akibaltwasl thel rabbitwhol fixed T Aramaic, as
wel learnlin thel Talmud' (Avoda Zara 5) Whenl Adaml was' shown thel Book ofl Chronicles, he
looked asl far as. R.[Akiba’s lifel and death, svhereuponlhel|grieved and] quoted thel¥erse, (Psalm
139:17)9How precious Y our friends:OLGod.” Now, the. opinion_ of the sageslis well known, that
Adamlspoke Aramaic, as wellearn[inl thel Talmud (Sanhedrin/ 38b) R..Y ehuda in the. hamel ofl Rav
said, FAdaml spokel Aramaic/ as' it is_written, fHow! precious Y our friendsl OLGod.” Now! the
Notarigon tromlthe firstletters of thel four words, Howt precious Y outl friends' OLGod Il 1@ i7"
o7x Py7allispells thelword TR Arami TAramaic. And sol it was Wwhen Joseph[ivas shown! the
sparkl of R Akiba (Genl[49:24) 9Butlhis bow temained firm, And thelarms_of his'handswerelagile,
From! thelhands of the. Mightyl Onelofl Jacobl (Froml therelis thelShepherd, thelStonel ofl Israel)”
ThelxvordslT1apy> arl Avit Y aakor, Mightyl Onelofl Jacoblspell T1x2°py *27[[Rabbi Akiba.[The
referencel to thelll1v772 *¥711 Z roed Y adar 1%arms of histhandsTalso hints at thelll”> 71l Zera Yud1l
10-drops.of Seed whichl squirted from' Joseph’s_hands. T19%w”> 12”7x 19”1 ow”nl 1] Mishoni Roeh
Even Yisrae/[IFroml therelis thelShepherd, thel Stone ofl Israel, alsolspells thel word[ImIRIILAraznzill
Aramaic. Becausel RI_Akibal swasl 4 productlof the K/pot/i INogah, Shells_bfl Light, the husksland
drossiwhichl shield thel growingf thing{ beforelitt matures. R.LAkiba had nolancestral merits tol assist
and protect him /| for helwas fromlal family. of converts_tolJudaism.[Helis thel onel swhol ““fixes the
Kiipoth Nogah) Shells_of Light inl thel Aramaicllanguage. And it was_inl referencel tol R._Akibal that
Labanl called thel tumuluslwhichl Jacobl hamed Gilad, inl Hebrew, Yagart Sabaduta) in Aramaic,
becausel all_converts_ comel froml the K/jpothi Nogah| Shells_ofl Light as| it written, God[ said to
Abraham/ (Genl17:5) 91" havelmade you father told multitudel ofl hations.”I Thel Hebrew! teads/1]ax
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Ton7a oy 1wl Ad Hamon Goyind IN Ta'tich| the Notarigon it spells_is 117333 1] Noga/l [T Light
(spelledlin Aramaic) It swas_ about this spark whichl never returned tol Sisera’sthome! that we tead,
“Outlof thelswindowt shellooked and lamented, Thel mothetl ofl Siseral through! thellattice, *“Why
doeslhislIchariot_delayinl lcoming?l Whylldol thel hoofl beats_lof hisl Ichariots_ tarry?”l IShe  fwas
lamenting thellost spark.
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Talmud (Avoda Zara 5a)[Reish/Lakish said What doesl thel textmean Whenlitl says_(Gen 5:1) T This is the book df the

chroniclesldfl nan.”Did  Adamlhavela bookl belonging to him? What it teachesis that God showed Adam generation

uponl generation withlits'preachers, generation tpon generation with its sages' and generation upon generation tvith

its_communityleaders.[Uponl teaching thel generation ofl Rabbil Akiba Adaml tejoiced in himl and his ' Torah”and <vas
vexed withhisldeath.[Hel said (Psalm[139:17)[“Howi preciousYourlovers[OGod.””
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Now,when Abraham(said to.God, (Gen.[17:18)[FOhlthat Ishmael might livelbefore[You!” (meaning,
Whylhot et Ishmael belmy heir?) at thatl very.moment the entirel world depended uiponl thel prayers
of d single TzadikIRighteous Person, Sarahl thel matriarch/likelmountains'hanging byt 4 thread. As
was_explained inl Ch.[T.[Mishnal 6[ (cit. loc Theirl ends) God craves thel prayers ofl the tighteous, and
thoselprayerslarellikel thoselof almother! forl the Success of herl ¢child; welpray fort God’slsuccess,land
God_makes|_thosel_acts_bfl altruisticl worshipl and selfless_prayers_reason’ tol continuel selflessl and
altruisiticlsupport for thelworld [ Wellearnlinl the[Talmud, (Shabbat 89b)[R..Shmuel blNachmani says
inlthelhamelof R[Yonatan,what is_ thel meaning ofl thel¥erse, (Isa. 63:16) 9For Youlare our Father,
thoughl Abraham{ doeslhottknowtiisz And Israel does not tecognizelus. You, OLGod, are_ our Father,
Outl Redeemer froml ofl 6ld is_ Y ourl hame.” Inl thel futurel Godltwill sayl tol Abraham, Y our! ¢hildren
havel sinned againstt Me, T andAbraham will_replyl tol God, Let theirl sins bel expunged through
sanctification o6f Yourl Name. L God will_say, Il swill_goland| tell it tol Jacoblsvholhad muchl painl in
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Inmy opinion R Akiba alsol ¢omes_as al substitutel for Joseph himselfl tolatone for! thel tenl drops_ofl seed Josephlspilled.
(seelalso, Shaar HagignlindIntro B4) This s hinted at, in thelverse/ (Jer.[31:14115) Thus $ays_the Lord, *Alvoicelis heard
onlhigh[ lamentation andl bitter sweeping Rachel is_weepingf forl herl childrenf Shel refusesl to_bel comforted forl her
children/Because theylarel holmore.”[Thuslsays_ the Lord, “Restrain your voicel from weepingl and your eyes froml tears;
Fotlyouttwork Wwill bel tewarded, Ldeclares. thel Lord [ “Andl theyl will teturn froml thel land 6 thel enemy.” Thel midrash
(Lam.Rabba, Prol 24) tecords_a dialogue; ‘At that timel Rachelljumped tolintercede with. God. Shelsaid/ *God, Y ou
knowl how! passionately Jacob, Yourl $ervant, loved e[ Helpaid my! father withl seven years_of labor fort me. And when
thoselsevenlyears oflworklwerel completed and it ¢amel fimel fort mel tolbe married to.my husbandlmyl father ¢onspired to
swaplmytsister_in place of me. I found that verythard tolbear/ I knewi what washappening[soIlinformed myhusband of
thelplanl and gavel himl 4 sign wherebyl helmight distinguish mel froml my sister,[ $ol that_ my! father svould bel inablel to
substituteLhert fort me[Subsequently Il tegretted plans I’d made. 1 swallowed my! lust and had tompassion forl iyt $ister
wholwould belleft in disgrace [ In thel évening{ when! theylswapped mylsistertin placelofl mel to iy husband, Il gave herlall
thelsigns[I’dl given y husband sol thatthelwould thinkl$helis Rachel And[¥hat’s_more 1 hid beneath thelbed [wherelhe
laytwithl mylsister and whenl he spokel to hetl shel temainedlsilent; it was I 'whol spokeland teplied to éverythigf hel said.
Thisisthow! I treated mylsister,with[Toving kindness, Without jealousy toward her, solthat shelnot be left in disgrace And
if 1/ of flesh and blood, bf dust and ashes, ¢an tefusel tol beljealous ofl myt tival thel btherWwife hot tol cause herl shame
and disgrace/thenYou,[O[Living/Eternal Merciful King, howl¢anlY oulbe[jealous ofl paganvorshipvherein fiothingfis
reallanyway.[ Y ou’velexiled myl ¢hildren swholhavelbeen put tol thelsword[and theitf énemies’dolas they wishWwith them?”
ImmediatelylGod’s.¢ompassionbegins tolmetamorphose [Helsaid, ¥For yourlsake/Racheldlwilllbring{Isracl back toltheir
propetiplace.”[Thuslit iswritten, Thuslsays the Lord, " Alvoicelds heard onhighTamentationland bitter weeping/Rachel
issweepingf forl herf children; étc.” Thus says_the Lord,S‘Restrain yourl voice from weeping etc.] Forlyourxvork will be
rewarded, T étc. The  phrase, 1901907 13w Wl Yesh Sechar 1.i Pe uloteich T Therel isl Al teward forl yout work, ¢anbe tead T
dwwssachar. God told Rachel that her tompassion forl Leah iltimatelyl gavel birth tol Issachar, Wwhosel soul Rabbi
Akiba inherited,[asiwellearn inl thelMidrash Ha’Ne’elaml (Ruth29b). It is'Rabbi Akiba svho atones forl thelsin” of Joseph,
and thus_ givesimeaning tolGod’s.words to Rachel [ ¥ Therelis d teward for your work..”
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Seeldlso Megalell Amukoth (Commentary onl the Torah,BalaklditToc.Malach)
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raising{ ¢hildren, perhaps'helwill pray Il have mercyliipon them. Godwill say tol Jacob, Y outi ¢hildren
havel sinned against Me,  and[Jacoblwill teply, “Let their sinslbel éxpunged throughl sanctificationl of
Yourl Name. [ God will say, "Therelis_holsvisdom! tol bellearned froml thel aged notf any advicel to be
had froml thelyoung. TIThen God Wwill say! tol Isaac, fY ourl ¢hildrenhavelsinned against Me.TIsaaclwvill
answer, fMyl children and hotl Your! children? So, whenl they answered, fWel will dol and el will
listen,TattMount Sinai/[[Y ou were happyl tol ¢all them, (Ex[4:22) Myl child[ My firstborn,Israel,”and
now!_they_arel suddenlyl myl children, hot Y ours?. And anyway, how much could they possibly have
sinned? Howllong doesld personllive, seventylyears? Well then, deduct thel first twenty years_off the
sum, they.dolnot count,and holonelis punished for sins.committed before thel agel ofl twenty. That
leaves|_fiftyl years. Deduct_halfl al lifetimel forl thoselarel thel hights, thatl leaves_twenty fivel years.
Deduct twelveland alhalflyears d person spendslinl prayer, withl ¢ating and tending tol their! toilet, that
leaves_ twelveland half years. Now, ifl Y oularel willing to toleratel them,swell andl good, but ifl hot, I
will_splitl fesponsibilityl Svithl Y ou, 1 twill_carryt halfl ifl Y oul carryl half. L And iff youl tell mel tol carry! all
twelveland 4 halfl years| behold, Il havel already offered myl soul bnl thel altar! beforel You.T At that
moment thel Jewish[ Peoplelbegin  to praiselIsaac, saying [[TY ouarel durl father.” Isaaclinterrupts' them,
saying, ‘Before startingf tol praiselme, why don’tlyou givel thanksltol the/ Holy Blessed One,TAnd Isaac
showslthem God before their ¢yes. Immediately theyl taisel theitl eyesiuipon highlandbegin,[9You,O
God/areloutl Father[ Outf Redeemet fromlbfl old isl Youtl hame.” Now,[whenl Godl $aidl tol Abraham,
(Genl18:14)L5IsLanything toolsvonderful for God?’atl that moment GodLput thelletter A/f inside
Sarah/ thelletter tepresenting Ruacll Ve Ruach [Ibreathl from Breath, tepresenting thel tonguel of the
balance, thel deciding factor. And when God said to Sarah, (ibid.[15)[3‘'No, but youldid laugh.”LGod
lockedlintolher all thel divine desires_and longings,[andl shel becamela Merkavd [ Paradigml ofl the
Simple Desire [Welhave previouslyt discussed thel éxalted hature_ofl Sarah’s[prophecy, (Preface to Ch.
I1..Mishnal 1. ¢it/Toc. Note: Wellearn).
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This Talmudic aggadaliis difficult toinderstand. [ Why  did Isaaclarguel that peopleldonot sin'at night oriwhenl theyt ¢at
and worship?L It would hppear froml thel thrust bf his_argument that Isaac onlyt considers. thosel sins el dowhile
conducting businesssuchl as_tealing/ theating isury, fraud andldeception, most of  thel laws_dealing with financial
transactions and sins’ among{ people/ But Isaacl pays_hol attentionl to sins suchl as thel desecration 0f Shabbat, ating
forbiddenl foods_and forbiddenl sexual relationships/ Perhaps_Isaac’s reasoning thatl hlll those sins_which can be
included withinl thel fubriclbfl fNight time arel hot consideredl at thel endlbfl timel forl thel Jewish peoplel suffered
tremendouslytinl thel ‘Endless Night timelof thel current Exile/ they! ¢ertainlyl éendured sufficient tohavel expiated any
guilt for' thoselsorts ofl sins. Theyl deserve_ tolbe treated morellikel ¢hildren raisedlamong lions, without thebenefits.of
civilization[not as people whol chosel thelwrong path.[Isaaclsvho conceded they mayl have twelvel andlal halfl years of
sin'in need ofl expiation was thinking that perhapslthel¥waylweltreat dnelanothertinl thelworkplacelis d different matter,
and onel for whichlheIsaac bearsinost blame, forlit was_helswholblessedJacoblwith wealth andl material abundance.
Aslwellearnlin thel book Noam[ Elimelechl (Vayikra) Isaaclwanted tolbless_ Esau.l Was_it really_ truel that Isaac
mistakenlylivanted. tol bless_ Esauand not Jacob, God forbid?LOf tourse not. Isaaclivanted tol bless Jacoblivithl the
blessing ofl the. Worldl to.Come, and Esaulswithl thel blessingsl of  this_world. Rebecca, however/ understood. thatlif,
God_forbid, Jacoblhas_hol portion_in this_ world, helwill hot_havel thel strengthl to_exist, God forbid, amongf the
gentiles/ That’slwhyt shelinsisted IsaaclblessJacoblvith thisiworld too. Jacoblsvas not pleased with this schemelat all.
Helwasl afraid that his_ father’s_ blessingl would imakel him andlall_his_descendents_inextricablyl httached ol the
physicalityl ofl this_world, Svhereas Jacob_felt therel should temainl thel bption ofl fejectingl 4ll thel physicalityl of this
world fort thoseLofl his_descendents_swhol might hotl want to_engagel bt deallwwith it Because thelsvorld heeds both
sorts_ofl tighteouslpeople, those wwhol ¢anl elevatel thel mundaneland danctifylit, as <vell s thoselwhollivela sanctified
lifel ofl selfl denial andl austerity [Evenlin thel natter 6ff ¢ating/ therelis al clearl distinction' between $omeonel éatinglin
sanctityldnd someonel ¢ating like’an dnimal [That’swhy hel¢omplained, Perhaps my fatherwill touchlme.TThelswordT]
3wl Yemusheinilltouch me /[ suggests_substance/ JacobIwas afraid his  fatherwould finfectThim [ $ol to speak, by
blessing him[With physicalwealth andlsubstancelsolthat it would belimpossible fort himl to avoidit ‘andIlwilllbring a
curseliipon myself,Jacoblsaid.[For d life[without spiritualitylwould beld ¢urseltolJacob.
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It swas_ Abraham swhol should havel said ‘Is_anything toolivonderful fort God? linstead ofl saying[$‘Ohl thatl Ishmael
mightlivebefore[You!”
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It 3wasiponl Sarahl that éverything pivoted, and all things tevolved around her Andat that moment Sarahl became
thellTla1y 7107 227311 T7adik Yesod Olani T hel tighteous one wholis thel foundation! bf thelWworld, thel personification
ofl thel Sephiraof Yesod [TFundament, and shel becamel thel conduit for theltesidencelofl the Shekbinad ITDwelling
Presencelof Godlin theworld [Abraham had disqualified himselflbylsaying, ‘Ohlthat Ishmael might livelbefore[You!’
Godsaid to Sarah/S‘Nol But youldid laugh.” Thel<vord for did Jaugh [T nprslTza’chakt, canl belread, TIinpr 73]
Tzadik ChakAllY oul carved thelSephiralof Tzadik 1Y esod IFundament. AlGematrialllnumerical valuelof thel phrasell]
npnx 23 XPMNo!But youl did laugh,has thel $amel Valuelas thel phrasellimwn ox 7173 VRN ayomer Adonai EL Moshe,
God said to Moses.[ Concerning Moses we tead inl the. Talmud, (Berachoth 45a) that the Shekbind spoke out of his
throat. Previously, Ch.1.Preface tolMishna 6l (cit.Joc._.And to Hisword) it was $aid that prophecy ¢amelto $arahlin
thelidenticallyvayl it ¢amel tol Moses. Thel phrase, IGod said to Moses’is written 66 times in  the Torah. The[ Hebrew
phrase has 14 Jetters. 14X 66[=1024, thel Gematria [lhumerical valuel of thelVerse,[ (Psalml118:20) 3 Thislis thel gate
tolGod; Theltighteousshall enterlintolit.”
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Inl thistMishna wel will bellearningl onel of thel greatt Mysteries ofl our holy Torah, as thel Mishnalitself
testifies, fal preat mystery; wonderful covered and sealed’ It isl important tol understand_ that the
greatestland_ most._profound mysteryl ofl the Torahlis_ thel lifel andl martyrdoml ofl R.[IAkiba/ And
althoughlitlis impossible_ tol fathomlsuchlal deepl¢connundrum [forlwere wel tol try,[welwould find the
papetitoo short, as the prophet said, (Jobl11:9)[¥1tlis donger than Farth [Wwider thanl thelocean.” And
God said aboutlit, tolMoses, (Menachothl 29a) S‘Bel silent! It arose thuslinl Myl thought, previously.”
Wellread inl thel Midrash,” (Numbers_ Rabbal 19:6)[This_whichl werel not revealed tol Moses_were
revealedltolR.LAkiba and'his ¢olleagues.
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Inl thel book,[ Nitzotzei Shimshon, therel is thel following quote! from! thel compendium! of Torah
works[ ¢alled, Pithgamin[ Kadishinl (Bechukothai)lin| thel hame ofl R Shimson Ostropoli. (Lev. 27:32)
“Forleveryltenth of herd and flock, whateverl passesinder! thel staff theltenthlonelshall belholyl for
God. I Thel Torahlis hinting atld vastlyl profoundimystery, hidden herelin this verse. Forlit is'known
that! thel tenl rabbiniclmartyrs, wholkilled byl the. Romans [tverel substitutions for thel tenl tribeslswho
sinned_imy! kidnapping and selling' [ Josephlintol Egypt. And it is. knownl that' R Akibal wasl the
substitution forl God/ (wholsvas_theltenth) 1.)[because helwas_froml al familyl of converts_to Judaism,
and__converts_arel products_ofl the tenth’ Sephira,[ thel qualityl bf Malkbutii 11Sovereignty, as_is iwell
known. 2.) because. R.LAkibalis_ known tol have_ 4 particularl and_special_exegesis_ for_ every timel the
word N[ EATThe[dppearslin the Torah [And helwvas the onelsvholtaught, (Pesachim[22b) that the
(IR EAT thel Versel (Deut 6:13) Y ou must fear the Lord yourt God, 1] X7°n J7>177x 177377> nX{[is
therel tol includel thel scholar, thatl onel mustl feat! thel scholat! thel way onel fears. God It swas R Akiba
whol made thel connectionl of equivalence between honoring thel scholar and honoring God/ that’s
whyl heltwvasl thel onel wholswas_ chosenl tol tepresent Godlinl thel infolding of thel denoument in the
story_ofl Josephlandl his_brothers.[ It isliwell knownl thatt R[Akibal svas 4 shepherd as the Talmud
(Ketuboth! 62a) describes, whichl addsl tol thel comprehensionl ofl thelswholel story. Andl thislis_ the
unfolding| of thel mysteryl of thel Torah; thel versel states, T178%1 P2 qwyn Y91 1¥For every tenthl of
herdand flock, T thel phraselis a Notariqon teading[[T11R%1 922 7YY P'Ww R’V n'm 7> 0275 w773
[ITAndall of them[will know! why! Akiba died,[swholwasld shepherd of herd and flock. (Thel twolsvords
(wyn 991 11 chol Maasar T Fotl évery tenth’/ becomé seven words in[thel Notariqonl system, teading,
‘And all off them[3will knowlwhyt Akibal died, svholivas 4 $hepherd’) Sol that everyonel3vill knowt the
exactl teason Wwhyl Akibal died thel wvayt hel did, thel versel continues, ‘whatever! passes_under! thel staff.’
Whatever passes_is_hot referring tol sheeplbut tol thel ten martyred rabbis; each whol passed_into
martyrdoml was_ [l vawn nnnlLl Tachat HaShavet Tinstead of a Tribe (Thelword Shavet mayl be
translated as_a staffl orlal tribe) For ¢achlofl thel rabbis wasla substitution forlonelofl Joseph’slbrothers.
And thus 9 tighteous menl perished tolatonel for thelsinl of thel salelof Joseph/But therel werelonly 9
brothers'implicated in Joseph’sisale, for Reubenl did notlattend, and Benjamin/was still small and had
not left thelhouse.Joseph, ofl course/tvas_hot tesponsible_¢ither, soLofl thel12 brothers_only 9 wwvere
thereat thelsalelintolslavery..Whylthenlwasanother/ tenth' man; R Akiba, tequired to atone fort their
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sin?l R.UAkiba,[ as_was__noted previously, is_ connected tolthel tenthl Sephira, hel is, as the verse
continues, ‘the tenth' onelshall belholyt fort God,becausel helwasl thelsubstitutel forf thelShekhina who,
asLitl were/ was_ implicated in thel salel ofl Joseph. Understandl this. Andl thislis the hint inl the. T'almud,
(Berachothl 61a) R.LAkiba’s soul left hislbody as'hel¥as completingf thelversel from the S/ a9 Hear
OLlIsrael/ thel Lord, ourt God, the Lord is.One.” As helsaid thelsvord, One, hislsoul departed, and a
voicel tang outl from[ heavenl saying/ fLuckyl arel you Rabbi Akiba, for your soul departed onl the
One.” Meaning|ofl ¢course/on behalfl of the/One/ thelonlytOne/Understand(this.”

HMPIILDIH PENE IIDM LIPD 3991 PPN D 5P PEMIP PHIADD BN PRYD HI3N NENE N PR3 MO
OH ,7"H3 MDD LTP DD INEDD BILD DOD N3V IEH 5D 16 I3 LN d31 (3" 1> HIPN) ' ,1MD
HLND N3P DWILD PILY PNND NI O PIB 19D DIEVE HID DIT 9D 10 PP 15 DN PIND PIND M
HIDY 0192 13 ' HIDL 'H,21OLL DINDD M HID HIPY 13E VI 23N T"H31 .01 GOV PhH 195N 1333E EDE
DYION YN PI3YB HIP NDH DM PH £97 HIPD 13IE PHNN '3 .DITD PN DTN DMLY DTIN3 MO
£"15 DD DD H3PY M39E DI PHN MED MD D D"HY ,D"3 DPND T30 IN3D MNED Hiny (3> ©NED)
D' DN DN W DY LIHN I3 LN O1,PUMPD LTIP NI PIIPD DN T'H3) 3 ("R MINPD) HINI3
PN W 55 BMD N3P LD 55 PnhH3 0 ,HIPY 137 55 DM DB DD WT LN JHN I3 DM 'L HIP'D
S"PY DW3E B 1D H5MN ,T0H DIL TH3 DY OO 55 WM ,L3ED PHP HID PN 11ID DLV N DI 1N I3M
MED HIME HIPY 137 BN PIEY PT5 N 1IMNE DN BN INELD Dimh ,DIDIND PIM3 OPYTS D 1IN
DD DNOLIL ,INOLD N3P N3O DLITP INND M HID ,DMIM LTIP "D L1 PYIPEYD DTN3 D HIDL
H3PD 137 PIEH DO NP P3 IDPE (H"R DIDI3) 1N 3D £TIP WNOD HID D DY ,IF HB3 ") N3

DD L13D) IO TP TDHD N3P N30 MM ,I0H3 TPNE DPHE

Mishnall
Three. mothers AM”Sh/ (Alef, Mem and Shin), a great mystery; wonderful, obscured and
sealed withl six rings.. From/ them emerges Fire, Water and Breath, divided into_ malel and
female.
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Threelmothers AM”’Sh, (Alef;/ Meni and Shin): Thoselabout Which¥wel$aid, dbovelin  Ch.11..Mishna 1 that they
arelfounded inl thel panl of ¢redit and thelpan dfidebt, etc.
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Mystery:[ Thel source forl thisword is,(Gen.[59:6L7) 5Intol their [Simeonland Levi|$ecret, tcome hot/ Olmylsoull In
theirlassemblylbel not tinited, O mylhonor{ For in their anger they  slewla man| Andlinl their self will theythamstrung
thelox[Cursed beltheir anger, forl it isl fiercel And their wrath [ forlit Is cruel dlwill dispersel them!inJacob, Andlscatter
themlinl Israel.”[ These verses_ arel explained inl thel Midrash,[ (Gen. Rabba 99:6[11198:5) When Zimri| [Prince of the
Tribel ofl Simeon| stands up to dol that act withl Kosbi thel Midianitelwoman[I‘Intol their secret,/ ¢come not, Olmylsoul!
When Korachl assembles! thel congregation! tol tebel against Moses! IIlIn theitl assembly bel ot inited, Olmylhonor.”
‘Forlin their angert they  slewld man.TDid theylonly slay_ dnelman, they slew thelwholel ¢ityLof. Shechem? What ox( did
theylhamstring? They hamstrungf thel trainl 6fl converts to Judaism.SCursed is_their anger, Jacobldid hot cursel them,
onlyl theitl anger.Iwill disperse.them, L thislmeant thel deathl ofl 24,000_men bfl thel tribe ofl Simeon whol died in the
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matter! bfl Zimri[whoselwidows werel dispersed among] thel other! 12 tribes. All thesel midrashiclhints arel aimed at R.

Akiba1.)[R[ Akibalwaslthel teincarnationl ofl Zimrif aswellearn in the writings ofl thel Ari[2.) R Akibalhad thelsoul of

Korach/as will bel dlescribed latet in thelMishna/3.) R Akibalwasl thel teincarnation bfl Shechem! son bf Chamor. 4.)
ThelOx mentioned in Jacob’s $peechl tefers to Josephland their tolelin his dalelintolslavery.
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Wonderful, obscured: 1t’s_sourcelis  thel verse/ (Gen.[18:14) s anything toolsvonderful fort God?” Rashi/ {ibid.)
explainslITWonderful Ilas” the Targum! translateslit, Is/ it obscured? i.e[is anything too wonderful [ impossible and
obscured,preventing Melfroml doing My will?
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Sealed withl six tings: Thelwritten Torah'is sealed. Therelis an ¢exact irreducible fiumber for its letters, and for ¢very
othetl aspectl oflit. Thel$ix tings hint 4t R.LAkibal in thel following sway. The first pairl off tingsl arel thel Sephirot of
ChokbmallWisdomland BinallllUnderstanding Between themlis_ thel letter IwLS hintepresented by Eve [ R.[Akiba
traversed_ thel path between thesel twolSephirot/ Firstly, because helachieved mastery bvert thel 50thl Gatelof Binall]
Understanding, asiwwvel teadlin the Midrash (Num.[Rabbal19:6)[9Thingsl not tevealed to Moses werel tevealed to R.
Akiba and hisl friends,[aslit is Wwritten[(Jobl28:10)_F AndLéveryl precious.thing his ¢ye has seen.” Referring{ to R Akiba
and his friends. In the[ Talmud (Rosh Hashanal 21a)wel tead, 50_GatesLof BinahllUnderstanding{ werel ¢reated in the
world, alll ofl them Wwerel given tol Moses_except fort one, as it istwritten (Psalm 8:6) S‘Forl Y oulhavel madelhim but 4
little Tess than God, I Secondlylbecauselhelmastered ChokhmdIWisdoml Jaswe teadlin thel Talmud, (Bava Batra 12a)
“Ameimar$aid/ A ChachanIWiseLonelis_greater! than 4 Prophet./ R Ashi $aid,/ It is $0, for wel tead that a freat man
maylteachl$omething whichlis then,Tater, proved to haveldlready been said byl R [Akiba,dnd sSometimesla great nan
mayteachl something{ Wwhichlis then/later, proved to havel alreadyl been said byl Moseslat $inai,” (which proves_that
althoughl thel giftt ofl prophecylnollongett éxists, someonelwithl Chokbma [IWisdomlamy yet stilllhavel thel gift inl their
heart.) Thel second pairt of ringsl arel the” Sephirot of Hesed [[T.ovingkindness'and Gevurali TIMight[tepresented by
Abrahamland TsaacltespectivelyBetween themlis the pathlof thelletter IIXTLA/%f, represented by Sarah/ R Akiba,as
waslsaid_above, s thelsoul Abrahamland Sarah madelin HaranThe third pair of rings arel thel Sephirot of Nezzach1l]
Victoryland Hod [1Beauty, tepresented byl Moses_and Aaron/ Between themlis” thel pathl ofl thel letter 1111 Mezn,
represented byl Miriam. Mosesl tepresents. thel Written Torah which he heard from God.[Aaronl tepresents the. Oral
Torah asweltead, (Malachi 2:7)Fort the priest'slipsguard knowledge, dnd theylshould seek thelawtathis'mouth; for
helis thelmessenger ofl the[Lord of hosts.” Rabbi Akiba is the[bridge betweenl theseltwol Torahs.

("'17) 303 H1.910D3 PEOD KXY .12
Emerge: Inthelpresent and ot in thelpast tense. (Ramak)
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Fire: Hinting{at thelletter T[Tl hin and thelmystery inl thel salel ofl Joseph, asiit Is written, (Amos 5:6) ISeek the[Lord,

and youlwillTive;Test thelhouselof Josephlbreak outlike fire,”[Hinting at the deathl 6f R [Akiba dnd thelmysterylof the

diminution’ 6f thel tnoon, and thel secret ofl thel sinl bffering 6f the. New Moon; God. saying[ Bringl anl atonement for
Mythaving{ diminished(theltnoon, Taswill bel¢xplainedTater Tin Mishna 4, (cit.Toc.Year).
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Water: Hintingfat thel storylofl Zimrifaslit is written, (Num.[25:1)[¥Isracl éncamped in Shittim/ andl thel peoplelbegan
tolfornicate.” In thel Midrash we! tead, (Num/ Rabbal 20:22) ¥“Therelarel somelvellsprings swhichl breed strength and
somel_thatl breed weakness. Therel arel wellsprings. breeding! beautyl and others, agliness._ Someliwellsprings. breed
chastitylandlotherslarel steepedlinldepravity, likel thelxvells_at Shittim/ whichl bred fornication.” Waterlalso tepresents
desire/ fwhichl is_4 hint to [ Dinah/ daughtetf ofl Jacob/ For, toncerning her, thel text (Genl 34:3[819) tells uis_ that
Shecheml expressed fout! types ofl desire.11n1p227 L Deveikut Il Attachment, 1172nRIAbavd [[Love pwnll Cheishek [
Longing/[Tlyonll] Cheiferz [Desire [1IMpa3l Deveikut I Attachment hints at thelletter 1111 Yxd inl thel Name 6f God.
Becausel thelletter [P Yxd s associated swithl thel Sephira of Chokbma [IWisdoml which'is attached to Kezert [ICrown
throughl thel bver ¥anishing| point ofl thel letter, hs el learnl inl thel Zohar[ (Vol.L1111258a), ST 1L 1] Yud is Chokhma [
Wisdom,[[Inl Hellis BinahIlUnderstanding [TV 111 al1s theltniddlel¢olumn, TRl Hellis MalkhutIIHoly Sovereignty,
whilelonl theltoplis thel ¢rownl of thelfour letters, KezertICrown is_ thel point on top.”IanRI1LAbavd [ove hints at the
thelletted[I{11Heb inltheNamel6fl God, becauselovelis Bina/llUnderstanding! the. Supernal Mother.TpwnllCheishek
[ILonging hints at thelTetterd ThI1 T @z inl the Namel ofl God, ds it is written [ (Ex. 38:12) ¥ Thelhooks ofl the. ¢olumns and
their ampywnll Chahshukin/1Bindingl Rings ofl silver.”[TIyonll] Chesferz 1 Desirel hints at thel final 11l He/lin the
Namelofl God aslit is-written, (Isa. 62:10) “and you will bel hamed, 1172 2011 Chefizi Bah My Desirelis her, [ IMy
desire, bays_ God, is_the  final [17L1] He/ in thel Name.[Thel four expressions_ofl desirelin thel chapter dealingl swith
Shechem hndl Dinah, Helswaslattached, Hel loved) Hel longs/ Hel desires, altogether havel thel precisel Gematria [
Numerical valuelofl thelwholelverse/ (Zach.14:9)[*And thelLord shall beKing over all thel ¢arthf onl that day! shall the
Lordbe[Oneand Hislhame One.”
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Breath: Hinting{ 4t thel story_ ofl Korach and hisl tebellious assemblylwhol tongregated against Moses, (Num.[16:1).
Rashil bn the[ T'almud, (Shavuoth 6a) mentions” the fact that 1Y choshua, son ofl R TAkiba was alsol known as R.
Yehoshual b.[Korcha/becausel R AKiba waslinpl Kore achIBald [aswellearn in the[ Talmud, (Bechoroth 58a) Ben
Azail $aid [T Alll'thelsages ofl Isracl arelas [insubstantial as| thel peel onal garliclin comparison with me, ¢xcept for this
bald one,|R.[Akiba].”In the[Book, Sha’art Hagilgulim (Preface 24)xve tead thel following.[S*Whyltvas R [Akiba also
endowed Wwith thelsamelabilities JastBen Azai] [and whichlis dlsowhylhelis ¢alled The Bald A Thel teasonis thisas e
havelalreadylinformed you,[Thelsoul of] Korach'b.[Yitzhat ¥vas also drawn from thel sourcel of Cain fwho urdered
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his'brother[ Abel]Inl thel Zohat it is| $aid | Whyl Wwas hel called Korachbecausel helwas a Levite[andlall Levites had to
belshornl of alll theit hair, to belbald, because b thelpowerful Di7lJudgement and GevurailIMight associated with
hair[Now/R.[Akibal |his soul| Wwas also from thel source ofl Cain wholis thel crown of GevnrahlIMight! (seelillustration
ofl thel10evels ofl thel darkl Sephirot dt thel end of thelbook) And[R.[Akibal through'his pietylsucceeded inl shaving dff
all his haitl representing Dzn 1TJudgment/ sweetening! theml all.[That’s whyl R _Akibal is_called Thel Bald.”[In the
Midrash, {Pesiktal Rabatil 14) el read, (Numl 19:2) FTheyl should bring{ you.” God said _tol Moses, FTo_youl I am
revealing{the/ Reasons ofl the Torah/ [i.e [secretsof thelRedIHeifer| but fort everyone ¢lselitl will temain d statute.” (Isa.
42:16)F And I will bring! thel blind by alway! that they knewlnot; 1 will lead themlin paths| that theylhave hot known: 1
will makel darkness[lightl beforel them, and ¢rooked. thingsl straight; thesel things have Il done[and 1 wwill hot forsake
them.”[Thelverseldoesinot say ‘I will do’, but T have donel fort IThavelalready donel them! fort R Akiba dand his friends.
RIAchalsays,TThings hot tevealed to Moses werel tevealed to R [Akiba/ It is written, (Job 28:10)[*His_¢yelsees every
preciouslthing,” this tefersltol R Akiba.”[It may belpossibleltolinderstand this Midrash'inla newlway [Whyldoes God
sayLtolMosesl that Helvill teveal thel Reasonslofl the Torahlin particular, and hot somel btherl aspect of Torah?. And
whylis R.[Akibal thel éxception tolall thel rules ¢concerningl Moses iniquel supremacy_in that tespect? Thelteason may
bel as_follows. Llaywl 11 Ta ari s thel Hebrewl sword fotl Reasonl but alsol thel word forl Tastel andl alsol thel word. for
Musical Note [INow, according tol theltradition, The highest ofl thel Worlds of Torahlis the World ofl la nywlll Ta anin
I Trope/Musical Notes, whichlislabovel thelwotld oflliny1pallliNekundo D ots & Vowels which is above thelsvorldLof
Uy an Tagin I etter Crowns,Wwhich s  above  thelsvorld ofln1NIXIL Ozyo ML etters. In  thel Midrash, (Num.[Rabba
18:8)lwelread, I'Korachlwholwaslsuchla brilliant tnanwhat possessed him! tol do suchla stupid thing? His own vision
deceived himy seeingf [prophetically]_that 4 chainl ofl greatness would bel coming dut bf him.”'This. Midrash maylbe
understood as’ saying that Korachl saw! thel [Inowow 11 Shalshelet [TChain Tal teferencel tol the Trope # knownl as the! T
nowHw T Shalshelet eoming out 6f him. He had 4 Vision of himself as thel sourcel of all of the Tlamywlll Ta amin [
Tropelofl thel Torah3which"arel thel Very highestorld/ For/[ historically, it Wwasl thel thel musiclof thel Levite. Sonsl of
Korach which ¥as most performed inl the Temple. Thel Very first [ nowow 1S haishelet Tin thel Torahl appeats above
thelword [ (Gen/19:1 6)U]JFI?§U?_31)?1U]J Vayitmabmah I But he procrastinated’[describing Lot’sbehaviotlwhenl ¢éxhorted to
flee’ thel doomed ¢ityl ofl Sodom. That first TIn?2wow S halshelet Tin the Torahl ¢conceals! the tmysteryl of the highestlevel;
thellevellof [Immanaw mnonll Chokbma TWisdoml of Chokbma [IWisdomIBecausellInnan LlChokbma [[Wisdom s also
knownlas thel secret ofillim nolll Ko e IPowed of 1IMah LﬂJX/hat.UlFl?i:fl?_:!j?ﬁ_LﬂJ Vayitmahmahlis the Mah bf Ma)Ilthe
What ofl What[lthel questionl of questions. This hints'att another! ystery, thel fact that wel ¢rown God sovereign ¢ven
ovett thel yast emptiness_ofl Time,which twill bel discussed latet! inl thel chapter/ (prefacel tol Mishnal 6/ tit[oc. 1t is
written) Korach’s mistakelwas in thinkingf thatthe waslalreadyat thel ¢xaltedlevel of seeing tolthe level of thelverse,
(Psalml34:8) 1R avu 1T a and U Red 11 Tasteland[ see’ that Godlis_ good K orachl was hot yet at that level [ onlyl R.
Akibal wasl trulylat that level[asiwaslexplained above, things not tevealed to Moses were tevealed tol R [Akibaj as it is
written/ (Job 28:10)His eyel seeseveryl precious thing. TR [Akibal ¢an “see” ¢verything/ ¢venl thellloywlll Ta sz Taste
and Tropelof the Torah becauselhelis thelonlyl donel tolenter and leave Paradiselin peace [1n thelbook, Meil Hashiloach
(VolI1.IIKotach)we read, STt was King David holestablished the yichus/ genealogy ofl thel Levites,[in thel Book of
Psalms,[wherelhel tefers tol thel Levites as isons_ ofl Korach’[Thus, hel teturned Korach backl to his  place among the
Jews.For,hadlit not been to theirf ddvantage, helwould not haveldscribed to thel Levites their genealogyl from Korach.
Aslwellearn inl thel Talmud (Shabbat 55b), s it possible. that helis 4 $ourcel bf sin Vet the Torah traceslancestry to
him?TAnd this is.why! thel Ari brdered thel fortyt seventh psalm, beginning| ¥For! thel Chief Musician./ Al Psalm/ byt the
sons bf Korach.[tol bel tead sevenl times beforel thelShofat s blown on Rosh Hashanadndlithas becomel the ¢custom
among all Jewswherever! theylare.”[ The Ruac/lBreath, herelin outl Mishna refers alsol tol the breath’ powering the
sound inl thelShofar.
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Dividedlinto.maleland female: Everythinglin thelworld ¢anbelbothlalgiver dnd teceiver/ tnaleland female.[(Ramak)

It islworthl noting! that from! thelmoment a Wwoman  goes_intollabor to_givelbirth shel becomesla fgiverland thus'has a
masculinelstatusiintillherlinfantis weaned from the[breast.
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Mishnal2
Andl three. mothers AM”’SH (Alef,, Mem and Shin) in the world; breathl and water and fire,
and froml them/ werel bornl thelfathers from/ whoml everything was| created.

2 mawn
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Preface to Mishna 2

Upltol this_pointlin thel book [/71x*12lLI B riah [[Creation and [11x112 Bore/i ICreatorl have not been
mentioned., Thisl far thel text has tised_thel swordsl 12 11Y orzest [IFormert and 117778 LI1Y ergira [
Formation [InwwOse/[IMaker and Making. 1t is/well knownl that thel ioun, Creation may onlytbe
applied to something ¢reated froml hothing, creatid éxt nibilo. 1t may belinderstood thenl thati withl this
Mishna welhavel teached 4 freshl stagel and new! ideas. Itimay be  that until thislpoint inlthelbooki what
haslbeenl discussed werel hobleland archetypical conceptsiwhilelhenceforthl thel subject matter deals
with[ physical facts, things that'havel grown beyond thel ¢thereal world andlmay! belseen withlthel eye,
that manifest in[ this physical sworld..Onel ofl thel ¢hief differences betweenl thesel twolworldslis. the
ideal of mothers_versus_fathers. Whilel hithertoLonly! thel concept_ of_ mothers hasexisted, how! twe
encountert fathers. Thel evolutionl of thel Creation depends_on! threeljoint concepts, Space, Time and
Soul Withltegards tolGodLeverything is unified and singular,_ ¢verything happensthereland now.[But
inl thelsworld swel inhabit! therel exists_space/ B dimensions, [other places; temporal dimensions_and
different times_ andlmanylindividual souls.. Sollong as’ ¢reation hadlhot extended.intol the[xworld of
actionl where therel is_ rooml and timel for us,[ souls, thel world onlyl existedl in thel future/ in’ the
feminine Il Nukba, thel mothers. Now! thatl it haslentered. the world el experiencelsvhere past_and
futurelalsohavelmeaning! [ welhavel éntered thelsorld ofl thelmasculinelllllD vhura/the fathers
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Thislis thelsolelMishna inthe Sefer Yetzira to begin with! thelletter TN 11T z». Thelletter T [ azlis a
connecting/ letterl equivalent tol thel englishl fand’/ telling us’ that!it’ follows_onl from thel previous
Mishna.Thel deeper meaning/is_ thatl althoughlwelsayl that![[Jx>92[[l Bria/ I Creationlis Creatio_éxt nihilo
Isomething from[hothing, thisis hot the[svhole story/becausel NothingT also has d precedent.[What
camel beforel TR Briai M Creation 3vas  the[world of TIm2 2RI Aszz/ut [TArchetypes, Wherelit is
appropriate tolsay, 9Tt aroselinl thel Divinel thought, Twhichlis howt thellifelandldeath’ ofl Rabbi Akiba
areldescribed in/the Talmud (Menachoth[29D).
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Now,/inl order tolunderstand the mysterylofl thel ¢lements of Fireland Waterwhich temained in[place
evenlafter thelletters! [l n_IMeniand 1w 1Shin werelmoved froml the horizontal planes tolthe vertical
as_was__explained,l sol_thatl thel right hand columnl s’ that ofl water| representing [ 1 7on1 Hesed 1
Lovingkindness, whilel the/left hand columnlis! firel tepresenting{ 117171221 Gevurah [Judgement it wwill
belnecessaryl tol discuss thel symbolicimeanings ofl Rachel andl Leah [ Wellearnlin' the Midrash,[(Gen
Rabbal 70:16) Thel versel saysl f'Leah’s_eyes werel tender.” What taused thel tenderness? They were
tender from weeping/ becausel peoplelused tolsay, ttheselare thel tules; thelolderldaughter [Leah] goes
tol theloldert $on [Esau] [ thelyoungerl daughter! [Rachel] to the youngerisonl [Jacob]. Leah tvould ¢ry
and pray, ‘Maylit bel Thy will OLGod that Ilnot fall tolthelot of thelwicked.”I R.[Huna says, “Seelthe
powetlof prayerl that hiullifies d decree..And,what’simore/she preceded herisisterlintol the marriage.”
Inl thel Talmud, (Sotahl 2b) wel learn FR.[Yehuda in| thel hamel ofl Rav, said, “Fortyl days_before
conceptionl ofl 4 ¢hild/ 4 voicel goes_out from  heavenl saying,| IDaughter ofl soland so, for Sonlofl so
and.so.””Thel midrashl abovel gives_us_ tol inderstand_ that Leahl iwas_awarel off thel decree! that she
should marry Esau,/ that thelmatchlhad been madelin heavenl going back! to thelsix days_ofl ¢reation.
Itltwas_her tears and_entreaties_thati shel hot  fall intol thellot of theltwicked swhich’ ¢hanged! thel awful
decreelinl tetrospect;it was torn to bits Now, instead of thel original decreelannouncing her marriage
to_Esau_anl alternative, completelyl different and_contradictory. original decreel3was_heard in heaven
announcing her mariagel to Jacob./ This_explains_ thelmysteryLoflI7awnl TeshuvalilIRepentance [We
arel told that! repentancel canl changel thel past, that premeditated sins_may becomel merits, credits.
Thislgift of penitencelwas brought! downltolthelworld by thel children of Leah, specifically thel Tribe
of Judah.[Leahl tepresents thelSupernal Mother, thel Sephira of Bina/lllUnderstanding,svhichlis the
wellspringl of TeshuvalillRepentance [ Aslit is wwrittenl (Isa.l 6:10) FAnd his heart swill inderstand and
repent.”IThroughlher prayersishel changed thel past whichlislan/absolutely astonishingf andsvondrous
thing.[Tol changelswhat! has_already happened, tol golsol far backi as_tol indol the  original decree/ to
unmakel it so thatl it was_ neverlso decreed,whenlit was already 4 matterl of publiccknowledge, aslthe
Talmud. (Bava Batra 123a)lsays, Leahlistened tol peoplel talking about Fasulat thel crossroad, she
heard themlsay, Rebecca hasltwol sonswhile' Labanlhas twol daughters The olderlis destined for the
older and thelyoungeri forf thelyounger. Shelwouldsit byl the ¢rossroad asking aftert Esau, What sort
of_manlis'her”1 Such a Wworking seems impossible_according tol thel laws_of hature.This_ power to
changeland undol thel pastlis thel strengthl ofl Leah and part. of thel gifts shel brought tol thelworld to
alter! thel voice_ of heaven'inl retrospect, to_heal thel past' sol that' the_ helaing happens_beforel the
sickness. Andlitlinforms the basis of ourl Jewishl faith [ that healingl always_ ¢comes before thel sickness.
Asliwel say “Behindl el is Rafael,” becausel the_ angel Rafael is inl chargel ofl healing/ 5ol hel walks
behind peoplel to heal what needs healing inl theitl past. Now! comes Rachel with thelpower of her
lovingkindness_andlthe  favorishel didher sister, as wel teadin thelMidrashl (ibid.) I Tt s written,Jacob
told Rachel helisther father’s brother.”WaslJacoblLaban’s brother/ helswas the sonl of Laban’s sister
Rebeccarl Thislis thel meaning; Helsaid tolher, Marry me.TShelanswered, Yes,buti beware father isla
cheatlandlyou will notlwinlagainst him.TJacoblasked her,What sortl of trick is helikely tol try against
mer” Rachel told him/ I havelanl oldet! sister wholisiunmarried, he won’t allow me tol marry before
shelis married.Jacoblanswered her, Il am Yourl father’s'brother inl trickery.TThey  asked, Islitl tight
for al kaintl tol bel sol proficient at cheating and! trickery? Yes, they! responded, as_ it islwritten, (11
Samuel 22:27)[9With| thel pure, youlare 4 pure, and with' thel devious, yoularel perverse.” Jacoblgave
Rachel signs_[by! tolidentifyl herself], but when! shel saw’_theml[ preparing herl sister! Leah! forl the
wedding, shel thought, Nowl iy sister! will bel disgraced I 1l must_give het! thel signs.1 Thislisl the
meaning of thelverse, STt vas_ morning andl behold/ it svas' Leah.” What, andl tntil thenl it svas_hot
Leah?No/butlbecausel the signs Jacoblhad given Rachel were handed tolLeah, Jacobthad not known
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it was Leahl until morning.” I heard froml my! master, R Shlomo, thatl it svas_in thel merit_ bf her
selflessness_andl self sacrificel inl brdet! thatl hetl sisterl hot' bel shamed and disgraced. through' the
withholding/ lof_ the signs, when Jacobl realized hel iwasl_being cheated and_discovered! the  fraud.
Althoughl Rachel might havel rationalized twithholding thel signs,[ saying .eahl swouldl getl bver it; it
would not be o bad as all that; shelwouldn’t dielof shame; givenl timel shelwould tecover fromlit all
and be whole again/ Instead Rachel threw! everythingl awayt fort Leah’s sake| éndangering/ herself/ her
her soul inl thislsorld and thexvorld. tol come; forf whol could guaranteel that Labanlwwould notthand
herl over tol Esaul tol belhis wife? Still shel gavel thel signs tol Leah. Inl that' merit shel brought' down(a
newt future/ Now, all off a sudden, Jacoblis destined tol havel twol wives, two soulmates; something
that hever éxisted before. It wasl throughl thelact of kindness thatl shel was given thel power! tol ¢change
thel future/ tolheal svhat! swasl going tolhappen. This is 4 gift’ thatl belingsl solelyt tol Rachel and her
children.[This is_ thel meaning of thel storyldescribed in’ thel Torah, (Num[9:7) ¥Those men| said to
him [Welare TamehllContaminated by the_ humanl deathl tesidue. Whytshould wel bel prevented from
offering thel [Paschal| sacrificel tol God?”_Obviouslyl Moses_hadl already explained tol them| that they
werel exempted froml bffering/ thel sacrificel becausel ofl theitl condition, that! therel ’vasl hol blame
attached./Noldoubt Moses_expressed his tegrets.and sympathyl forl them hot being ableltol ¢elebrate
Passover withlall other Israelites, but they would getl overtit; it swould hot bel ol badlaslall that; they
wouldn’t_die_ ofl shame; givenl timel they’dl tecover fromlitl all andl hext year! they would belable’ to
celebratel it properly. They. tefused tolbel consoled and remained unpersuaded byl Moses response
andl tationale. They said to.Moses,/ Welare absolutely  ¢ertainl thatl you arelsvrong about theloutcome
of this[situation.[Welhavel faith that it will bel possiblel forlus tol¢elebrate Passover properlyt this year.’
Moses_told them, (ibid.)‘Stand herel3while I listen fort God’s_.command.” Thelquestion s, howt did
thoselmenlknow! that! therel was hopelforl theirf offering thel Paschal sacrifice thati year? Thelanswerlis
deduced from thel Midrashl (Ex.. Rabbal 20:19) f“Therel werel menl wholiwerel contaminated. byl the
deathl tesidue froml thel soul 6f 4 man.” Wholc¢ould that man(be,butJoseph?’I Thel Midrashlis telling
uslthat theylwerel tasked with ¢arrying thel ¢offinl ¢containing thelbones.ofl Josephloutlof Egypt tolbe
buried inlthelHoly Land/Josephlis.one ofl the/ sons of Rachel wholbrought downlintolthissvorld the
abilityl toLheal and. changel thel future. [ All thel fervent hopes_tolsvhichl¥el connect and hold dear are
tied to Rachel.[Shelgavelis belief and faith'in thel futurelforl thelall Children  of Israel[Shelis the one
whol teaches' God thel full powerl of thel tabbinical d fortiori argument, as;3wellearned inl thel Midrash
(Lam. Rabba, Prol24)Lmentioned above, (preface tol Ch.[ 3, Mishna 1l notes, ¢it. loc. Inmy) Thislis
what broughtl about! thel Commandment tol celebratel Second Passover. An_ opportunityl kwith' no
parallel among anyl of thel 613 Commandments_ofl the[Torah.l Al second chancej an  opportunityt to
makelup forta Mizvah ICommandment missed. Againlwel find 4’ connection to R Akiba herefor he
islimpliediwherever Josephlisimentioned, asi¥vas ¢xplained above.
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Whytdidn’t Leahl try and ¢hangel Esaulforf thelbetter, surelylshe had thelpower to dolso. Al thelmorelsolas Esau had
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the merit dfl fulfillingf thelcommandment oflhonoringthis father. Wherel did Leah that it was proper for her to tryland
undoltheloriginalldecreeltather than mitigatel thelsituation, perhaps Esaulas d husbandwould honot her as alwifel the
way_ helhonored'his father? Thelanswer s that LeahlWwholislconnected to thelsecret of Waterland[Desire, from which
[7onll] Hesed MLovingkindness_flows, $hel knewt that teall Hesed I ovingkindness_is_the kindness_one does forl God,
for thatiis thel definition df Hesed[dsivas discussedabove, (Ch.dMishna 1. ¢it.TJoc. In 32 paths)in the quote fromthe
Zohatt (Vol111[281)“Wholisla Hasid  (Hesed [ILovingkindness) whoevett does lovingkindness with his Creator. [Leah’s
criesand prayersiwerelnever for herself but always for thelsakelof heaven,shelsvanted toldoa Hesedwith' God.[When
thelversel$ays, (Gen[1:2) 9 Andlthelspirit of God hovered over theldvater,”[Wwelarel told this tefers to the spirit of the
Messiah/Becauselif hot forf Leah’s prayers_she[Iwould havel fallen tol Esau’s 1ot and thel$pirit ofl thel Messiah vould
haveldrownedlinl those[Yerytvaterslbefore thel ¢reation of theworld. For that ishow! farf back Leah’s prayers_had to
reachlin order tol¢changeltheloriginal decree.
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How! could Rachel havelstolen Jacob’s_.¢confidencel that way [Wherel did shel find the tationaleltol permit herselfl tolact

inl$uchldldevious fashion?1d could only have been  thelattribute ofl Firelof GevurahllJudgment which forces ¢hanges

even Wwhenl theyl golagainst the tules. Similatf to thellogiclofl Evel disobeying thel command hot tol éat of Thel tree of

Knowledge/ as'has been éxplained abovel (Ch/1.[prefacel tol Mishna 11, and prefacel to Ch.11.) inl thel discussion of
‘greatertis theldinl donelfor thel sakelof heaven.’
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Mishnal2
Andl three. mothers AM”’SH (Alef,, Mem and Shin) in the world; breath and water and fire,
and froml them/ werel bornl thelfathers from/ whoml everything was| created.
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Thuswel find thel festival_ of Pesach_Sheni_toincides3vith the Yahrzeit bf R Meir [ Authotlofl thel Mishna[3vho 3wvas
student ofl R[Akiba.[HelWvas alsola descendent ofl thel Emperor Nerowwholwas given d Second Chance.
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And(three: Thelletter 1N[[lvavi connects. This isl the. Sephira o6f YesodIFundament whichlis/involved wherever! there
isLan’attempt to connect,/ hencel peacemakingf is alsolin Yesod [IFundament., This is thelmeaning 6f Jacob’sl$aying to
Joseph, (Genl B7:14)[“Seel the peacel of yout brothers and  thel peacel 6f thel sheep.”[ Because Peacel belongsl in the
Sephiralof Yesod[IFundament. Thislis alsol thelteason for! their saying | (ibid [29:6) They! $aid/ “Peace[and here_ comes
Rachelhis daughter.”[For Rachel ¢omes, shelis thelfuturelds waslexplained . (see Ch.[4 Mishna 1 ¢it.Toc/Peace)
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In thelworld:[Its sourcelis thel verse,/ (Gen 21:33)[Hel planted 4 tamarisklin Be’er! Sheva andl ¢alled there upon! the
Namel of the LORD, E/ O/an/IGod of the World[Thel first ten timesl the Word 11021l Oand appears inl thel Torahlit
refers_to Time, andlusuallyl translates_as Forever. Thel eleventh appearancelofl thelword tefers to Space [ The reason
fodlitslappearancelat this pointisiprecisely becauselwelarel beingl Shown Creation from Nothing thereforelwelarelalso
being shown Spaceland Dimension, forl onelwithout the other is impossible; creatid éxi nibils tequires physical spacelto
happen.Unlikelthel¢arlier ¢onceptsiwhichl tequirelno space. Now, iflwel sayl that Abraham durl Patriarchl¥vasl thel first
toLproclaim God King of Olan [ Physical Space_as_seemslindicated byl thel Verse from  Genesis_fuoted_previously,
then King David wasl thellast o proclaim God King 6f Olan[ITime asit written] (Psalm90:2) *Froml ¢ternityland to
eternityllY oularel God.”[ Mosesliwasl_thel first toproclaim God between thelsworldslin thel void between Spaceland
Time,[asiwill bel éxplainedin thel prefaceltoMishna 6, (cit.loc/ Moses).
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Fathers: What this[tefers tolis_anything[which has'moved from potential to actuality, asvas explained abovelin the

prefacelto ¢hapter 2[(cit.Joc/ [all thelSecrets) 1tis possiblehowevert toltranslate the word in'dl different way altogether.

Onarl]Avet [TmyCalso be inderstood to mean Tust and  desire,[as it written[ (Ex'10:17)‘Hel did hot TIxax[.4va [
Desireltolsend them.”(see. Haketaviv’Hakabala on1.evi26:39)
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Everythinglwasl ¢reated: Everything/suchlas Heaven and Earth. Thelduestion is obvious; in saying/ that ¢verything
is_created froml the! fathers_whol comel from’ thel imothers, thel Mishnal is' poingl hgainst thel accepted wisdoml that
Creation byl definition is that which[is' comes from hothing [ Here! the. Mishnal seemsl tol bel suggesting| that ¢reationlis
preceded bylsomelsort of materid primd_called Fathers_ coming from Motherswhich ¢omprisel Air, Fireland Water, this
contradicts.¢commonly éxpressediwisdoml specifying theldefinition  of ¢reationIf sSomething comes from some prior
thingltwel ¢all that 1;39°%°11 Yerzird [IFormation, hot ;X921 Briah [ICreation.[With this question el have jumped
straight! intol thel blast furnace, eruciblel ofl thelsworld..Maimonedes_has_already! tasiedl preciselyt this_question in his
bookl,Guide for the Perplexed, (Vol 11.LCH 26) thisliswhat he says: F1have seen an attribution tnade tolR. Eliezer the
Greatlinl the. famous Chapters_known populatlytas, Pirkei ID’Rabbil Eliezer (Chapters_of R [Eliezer) chaptert 31 have
nevert seenanything quitel as_bizarrel in Anylof thelswritingsLoff those swhol €laiml tol follow. thel Torah ofl Moses_our
Teacher[And this] that he could s$aytsuchla thing listenl tolwhat helsays; Fromlwhat placelserel the Heavens created?
Froml thel Light bf [God’s|_garments, Hel took somel and spread it like[ 4 cloak and it went lon stretchingl and
spreadingf outwards, aslit iswritten (Psalm 104:2)_“Coveringl Himself fwith! light hs_ 4 parment, Stretching| but the
heavens'as a curtain.”[Fromwhat placelis Earth ¢reated?[From thelsnowl whichlis[beneath the Throne ofl Glory God
took someland threwlit, as_it is written/ (Job 27:6)[9To thel snowl Hel $aid, ‘Becomel Earth.””That was_ 4 quote_ from
thel midrashicl teachingfas it is tecordedthere, and 1 havel towonder, this_sage;j<hat did hel actually believe? Did he
believelit islal lie[ tol saylthat $omething ¢can’ ¢omelof hothing, that it is impossiblel for something{ itterlyl hewl tolcome
intolexistencevithout it being preceded byl somel primordial matter[ andlis  that why he Sought tolquestion/ Heaven
and Earth,fromWwhere  did theyl come? And what'hashe dchieved with hislanswer, it begs thel simpleldquestion, Wwhere
wasl_thel Light' 6ff God’s_garments_¢reated from? And thel $now! beneathl the Throne ofl Glory, Wwherel was[it treated
from?lAnd the[Very Thronelofl Glorytitself, wherelswaslit ¢reated from? And/ifl thelduthor is trying tolsuggest that the
Light lof God’sligarments”issomething{ Juncreated, that_thel Thronel lofl Glorylis_ likewise[luncreated, then helis
suggestingl an extremely farl fetched ideal And, Wwhat’simore, hel professes_the Eternityl of Matterl inlaccordance with
thelviewsLofl Plato.[Nowl as_ to the[ fact that it is'accepted that the[ Throne ofl Glory isal created thing Wwhilel the sages
havelalsowrittenlmost peculiarly IT$ayingf that it ¥was ¢reated before Creation I havel to point out that' Creationlis
not hsedin describing the[ Throne ofl Glory at all in[Jewishliterature [¢xcept by King David in Psalm103:19where he
says, 1“God, in IHeaven prepared His_throne.”IAndlwhilellit i truel ithat thel verselis verysusceptiblel tolthis
interpretation/ the bverwhelminglyl acceptablel meaning must takelinto_ tonsideration the verse/ (Lam[ 5:19)¥You,
God/sit forever[Your thronelabides from generation tolgeneration.” Now,[if R Eliezet believes_ that the Thronelis
eternal and hel s positingl it as 4 god, notal created, corporeal thing. How! then could it bel madel tol turnl into
something corporeal likel thel heavens. Evenl imorel perplexing is_ thel concept ofl thel Light ofl God’s_garments. In
summationwel arelleft with' bewilderingf ideas. capable ofl confusing 4 teligious_man’s_ faithl Very, ¥eryl thoroughly/1
cannot seelmylwayl throughl this midrashl tol éxplain’it properlylor sufficiently. I’velonly mentioned it herelin order to
prevent you stumblingl overl it/ These were thelwords of Maimonedes. And 1lmust $ay/ it seemsl ¢clear! tol el that the
ideas expressed byl thel sages described byl Maimonedes thus: Nonlad dd #he fact that it is hecepted that the Thrond of Gloryisa
created_Yhing while_thé_sages havd_also written 1most_peculiarh saying that it was treated beford Creation, arelthel samelideas
expressed byt thelduthotl ofl Seferl Yetzira.
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Mishnal3
Three. mothers AM”SHh (Alef,/ Mem and Shin) in thel world; breath, water and fire. Heavens
werel created firstl of fire, Earthl was| created froml water; Air created from breath tips_ the
balancelbetween them
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PrefaceltolMishna 3

Thelbooklbegins| thel exposition_ ofl thel threel componentslofl physical existencel with Olazi11World
becausel thel world implies! thel existencel ofl spacel andplacelswhich arel effects_ ofl thel elementl bf
Breathlas wasl discussed abovelin Ch. 1./ Mishnal 9. The word /i1 Ruach [1Breath is also used to
describe space. (Genl32:16) “PutlImll Revach IS pace between one flockland another flock.” Ruach
canlalso bel translated tolmean desire, hinting atl the. SimplelDesireas is éxplained inl Ch.[1[Mishnal 8,
(cit.Joc.[Breath) Whenl tve usel the svord 112919 11 Olani MW orld theltvay it is_ used inl Sefer! Yetzira/ it
can meanl onel of three[ more ortlessinterchangeablel¢oncepts.[a.) Universe; d placelor location.[b.)
Directionjniorth[South etc[¢.) Vacuum; émptiness,.space.
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Note: Thel fworldT mentioned in thel Mishna canl be foundlinsideleachl individual, as_is taughtl in
Jewishltexts[See Lzkuted Torah (Bereishith) “Inléveryt personltherel éxists' Earthland Heaven/because
the[Diaphragmlseparating thel thorax/ froml thelabdomenlis/ thel Firmament spreadlover Earth.[That’s
whylall the organs_of’ spirituality, thel heart, lungs_andl brain arel situated_above, whilel thel physical
organsarel below..Sola_person_hasl Janl upper__halfl lcorresponding tol Heavenl and a lower half
corresponding tol Earth.[Becausela personlis_almicrocosm,and as_ thel verse says, “God said, Let us
make manlinl ourlimage.”
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From[ thel beginningl of Genesis_tol thel thapter! describing/ Tthel gift Jacoblsent tol Esaul thelsvord Ruach s used ten
times,[always¥vith the[meaningbreath[<vindlot spirit, (twolof thoseluises of Ruac/i translatelas aromalor smell) Not as
Rashi (Genl3:8)whol translates 18171 mINIRuach Hayom as thelwesterlyldirection.
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Although! Timel ] Shana precedes Spacd [1Olaminl Scripture as_wel find Genesis_bpening with the phrase/ Inthe

Beginning, teferring tol thelbrigins'of Timel beforel the existence of Heaven and Earth hich arelartifacts of Olani 1]

Space, see[Rashi’slcommentary tolGenesis(1:1)[ I ThelVverseldoes hot come fo el uis thelorder of Creation/ that these
preceded these.Forwerelthat thel¢ase, the verse should haveldaid, First Godlcreated Heavendnd Earth.
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Mishnal3
Three. mothers AM”SHh (Alef,, Mem and Shin) in thel world; breath, water and fire. Heavens
werel created firstl of fire, Earthl wasl created froml water; Air created from breath tips_ the
balancelbetween them
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Threelmothers: Meaning, thosel threel mothers_described abovelin thel previous Mishna and beingf thel 6nes from

whichl alll elselIvasl created, theyl themselves_havel aspects_far beyond! theitl simplel propertylas' Hebrewl letters tolbe

wirtten and hisedinlwords. They arelhot simplyl conceptsllike mother principles, fulll of mysterious allusions! that will

belrevealed throughl thel ¢volution of thelalphabet No, thelthreelletters havel physical presenceland maylbel seen Wwith
the naked eyelin thelworld around us.
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Breath,) Water and Fire: Thelletters Alef Mem and Shin-manifest in thel threel elements_ofl airwater and fire’andlare
furthettincorporatediin thelworld/becoming “fathersland ¢hildren’inl ¢continuousl¢reation.
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Heavens| werel created first froml fire: Meaning/ that althoughl Godl ¢reated Breath, thelletter A/ land Water, the

letter Mend beforel creating Fire[ thelletter Shin as wasl taught inl thel first: chapter, el explained in thel preface to

chaptert 3lhow! thel threelletters pivoted froml their positions.on thel ¢ontinuuml with Mexi on thel tight, Shin dn thelleft

and A/ in thelmiddleltipping thel$cale [God in His ever lovingkindness turned them droundtolput Shzr dbnltop, Alef
inlthe middleland Mexhnderneathand then ¢reated from! theltop downwards.
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Werel created: Seel explanation of thel concept dfl Creation/ explainedlin thel previous Mishna/ {cit. loc Everything
was created).
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First: Thel first thing! tolhappen was_Change [ beforelanything camelintol existencel proper, therelwas al changel from
nothing tolsSomething. Now/since Fireltepresents theldctivelandldynamic principle/governingf ¢hangelin/ the/ Universe,
the Mishnal ¢émphasizesl this iy saying Heaven werel ¢reated first of fire. [ In practical terms it means_ that thel concept

oflchangelpreceded the objectindergoing ¢hange [ile. Heavens (theldbject)werel created from Firel (theldoncept).
DD 1H5 BIM 5L PHPY DML N MEN 'H PIBI M IIDML NS 07 NRI2I PIR .32

Earthlwasl created from Wwater:L Astvas_¢xplained above, (Ch..1 Mishnal 10) Water tas frozen into snowt and then
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Airl created from Breath:[ Airt refers_ tol space,and it is_often referred to  thuslinl the/ Talmud and Midrash.[Air has
somelofl thel properties.of RuachIBreathl from whichit stems. Airlis something which ¢annot bel grasped, as weltead
above/ (ChIIIMishna 6) God made twolgreat columns/i.e [ Good Desireland Evil Desirellll Chokbma [IWisdom/as Was

explained in Ch.1.Mishnal 3] (citloc. Depths.ofl Good) from Air which ¢cannot belgrasped.
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Tipslthelbalance:[Seclabove, (Ch.11..Mishnal 1) ¢concerning thel ¢concept ofl thel[l1y*12mn1IMachrid [IDeterminatot in
Seferl Yetzira[Therelis_al suggestion that it means_making peacelor 4l compromiselbetween contradictorylideas_or
texts. 1fl that is what it meanstherel thenWelwould have tolsay that Spacelor thelSky takes peacebetween Heaven dand
Earth/[This éxplains thelSifra) (Vayikra,13[Princip [Ch. 11 Pisk [T) TwolVerses_contradicting onelanother, hntil a third
versel comes_and [y 10nll Machrid 11Decides between them [ Howso: L One versel says_‘God_tamel down on Mount
Sinai.”hnotherl versel says_I'From heaven God madelyoulheat His ¥oice.” Then tomesl the third versel 1*Forl from
heaven I spokeltwith you.” This teaches that. God broughtl the highest heavens_down uponl thel mountain andl spoke
with them froml there [This Sifra is thelopinonl ofl Rabbi Ishmael [R [ Akiba,/ however hasal different interpretation, ds
we tead inlinthe Mechilta, (Exod.Bol4) 4R [Akibal says|onelVerselsays,Slaughter the[ Paschal offeringf to. God your
Lord, sheepland cattle.”lAnotherlverselsays, “Froml thel sheepland from! thel goats youlshould takelit.” Howlshall <ve
reconcilel theselverseseLY oulmust $ay, this_is_ thel tulelin the Torah, twolVerses. contradictingl onel another, bpposing
onelanother, let them both temain/in'abeyancelhintil al third verselcomesland and [y 3nIMachrid D ecides.among
them.Therefore thelVersel¢omesldnd says[“Reachland takelyourselves d sheeplfor yourhousehold, dnd slaughterthe
Paschall bffering.”l Al sheeplfor! thel Paschal offering hind hotl cattlel for thel Paschal bffering.” Froml the tontext it
would appeati that R Akiballdoes hot seel the [lly>10mnlIMachridlDeterminator  as_a peacemaker ratherf as thelarbiter,
withl power to decidelthel disputelin favorl of onelsidelor anotherj tolforce thelissue.
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Between them:[Airf between Heavenand Earthaccording to R Akiba, and his tules ofl exegesis, forceslonelofl the
twoltol givelwaylinl favorl ofl theldther.Either heaven dverpowett éarth ot viceversa R Akiba’s strengthlis preciselylin
this'areain this'manner to overwhelm thelangels, as el tead in the Talmud, (Menachoth 29a) Moses asked God,
“Who forces Yout hand?”Tolxvhich[ God replied, SR _Akiba.” For! things not tevealed to Moses arel tevealed to R.
Akiba/! (Aslabove Mishnal1(¢it.Joc.Breath.) It iswritten, (Job 28:10) ¥ His_eyelsees every precious thing, I this tefers
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tol R.[Akiba.”In thel Talmud (Makoth Ta)lit i $aid that God showed Moses_the knot at the neckl ofl divine[ Tefillin,
whilelinl thellMidrashl (Tanchuma, Chukathl 8) it s $uggested that R Akibalwas allowed to seel thelactual Tefillin/In
the Mei Hashiloachl (Vol1.Ki Thisa) it s ¢xplained that R._Akibal could seelhow God is ¢onstantlylinl 4 state of tinity
with Israelin thel present moment. This explains the/ Talmudicldictum/ mentioned inl thel hamel 0fl R Akiba, (Makoth
7a) R AKibal said, SIf IThad been bnl the $anhedrin/holbnewould ever havel beenl sentenced tol death.T Because he
could seehowl God’s heart i alwaysl onelwith Isracl About Moses it isswritten, *And Myl facelWwill hot bel seen.”
Moseswas not allowed tp_seel thel divinel countenancelbecauselised Moses to ¢onveyl all thel promises of reward and
retribution, so Godl$was/ sol_tol speak, tinablel tol show Moses_how! Hel temains__connected. tol Israel, inl thel present
moment, at all times.[ R Akiba’s innovation is_tol arml Earth with the[iweapons! to_ overwhelm Heaven, this_ tefers_ to
thel_ erownsLonl thelletterslinvented by R.LAkibal Thel blackl writingl ofl thelletters is. Earth.[Thel3vhite areal 6ff paper
surrounding thel letters is thel Heaven. R [AKiba ddded ¢crowns to thelletters dnd penetrated heaven with them, forcing
Heavenl tolmakel toomland empty $pace_forf thel erowns to_beecupy, forl them! to bel surrounded by whitel papett too.

Thelletter[l¥ [1Zayin thelseventhlletterlis Malkbut of MalkhutSovereignty ofl Sovereignty, asiwill belexplained/ Thislis

thel meaningf ofl thel question (mentioned_in’ thel Talmud) Moses_asked_bf God, as swill bel explained in thel hext
Mishna.
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Mishnal4
Three mothers AM”SH (Alef;/ Meml and Shin)_in thelyear; hot, cold_ and fullness.[ Heat twas
created of fire, Cold from/ water; Fullness from/breathl tips_ the balance between them
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Preface tolMishna 4

Thel text tontinuesvith[Anl examination_ of thel secondLof_thel threel elements 173w ShandlllY ear,
becausel thel Hebrew! word, Shand suggests_year! duplicationl and repetition. Which is_howt it islin
reality, for thelyear’s.end islinserted intolitsibeginning/ This islanl ¢ffect of thel element dfl water, aslit
iskwritten (Gen[2:6)9‘But 4 mistl tose out. thel earth, watering all thel surfacel ofl thel ground.I In  the
Talmud (Chulin 60b)¥wel tead Tt islwritten (Genlibid.) 9and nol shrubl ofl thel field is yet in the  ¢arth,
and nolherbl of thel field sprouts.yet’ talkingl about thel sixth/ day, the evel ofl thelSabbath; teaching uis
thatl thelplants all went and/stood at thel gates ofl ¢arth [Wwaiting fort Adamltolarriveland beg mercylfor
rainl tol fall upon theml $o that! theyl might flourish; teaching us,[also, that God ¢raves the prayers.of
thel tighteous.TFrom! this teaching in the. Talmud it appears| that thel ‘mist™ referred tolinl thelllVerse,
‘Butlalmist tose_out thel earthvatering all thel surfaceofl thel ground.”is being interpreted to mean
thel prayers_ofl Adam! forf tain. As'has alreadyl been  explained inl Ch.[T. Mishnal 5l (cit. loc. Depths of
Good) Waterlis' a4 metaphot! for desire/ Thatl God desires_thel prayers_ofl thel righteous_iwhilel the
righteous_desirel God’s_salvation. Thel rainsl fall fromlheavenland flow intol thelsea, tising froml the
sealin clouds tol teturn/as tain[again| overland over/inlal ¢yclellikel that ofl thel year.
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Wellearnlin the[Talmud, (Roshl Hashanal 21b) *50Lgates_of Biza/llUnderstanding werel ¢reated in the
world and all except oneltwere bestowed on Moses.TWelalsollearn inl thel Midrash, (Num. Rabbah
19:6)Thingsl hot tevealed tol Moses_were tevealed to. RIZAkiba and his_ colleagues, as_ it is twritten,
(Job28:10).f‘andhisl_eyes havel seenevery. precious_thing,’T the versel refers_ tol R.LAkibal andlhis
friends. It was_ R.LAkiba whol entered thel fiftiethl gatelswhichl cannot belopened_except froml the
inside/ for it is thel thel Gate ofl thelPenitent/ as wellearn'inl the Talmud, (Berachothl 34b)“R._Abuhu
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Rekanatil (Bereishith) In theTalmud Chulin (60a)_our sagesisay, (Gen[2:6) “Butd mist tose[out thelearth[wateringfall

thelsurfacelofl thelground.”Mlthis teaches that thelHoly blessed Onel ¢raves thel prayerslof thel tighteousIn the[ Zohar

(Vol.1B5a) Wweltead, Ja mist rose out thelearth,Tthis s the beautification  ofl thelower, afterf which theltext ¢ontinues
‘wateringfall thelsurface ofl thel ground, Tthislislthelteturn o f thefemaleltolthe nale
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said, fThel placeswherel penitents_stand, nol fully  tighteouslperson ¢anl stand there as it written, (Isa.
57:19)LF‘Peace, peacel ol thel distant_andtolthel nearby.”” Furthermore, R.[IAkiba wasa child of
proselytes, convertsl tol Judaisml whosel souls_comelin| thel mystery ofl thel Sephirah of Ma/khut 1]
Sovereignty, aslwas_ discussed above, (Ch.[ 111..prefacel tol Mishnal 1L ¢it.loc/Inl thelbook). Ma/khut1l]
Sovereigntylisiniquelinl that'itthas nothing oflits. own,justias any power theltnonarchlhas s granted
bylits_subjects, froml peopleldeclaring fealty and ¢crowning him(king [ ot hetf queen.
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In thel Talmud, (Chulinl 60b)swel tead, SR.LShimonl b.[ Pazi asked; Thel verse (Gen/1:16) says/ *‘God
madelthel twol great luminaries, Twhilelalsol saying | (ibid.) “Thelgreat luminary! tol tulel the/ daytime and
thelsmall Tuminary! tol tulel the night.”TThelmoon/said tolGod, Masterl of thel World, ¢an  twolkings to
uselone crown?1The questionis_ this/whyt did thelmoonl complainlinl firsti placel saying, Ts it possible
for twolkingsltolwearl the samel crown?TWhytL¢ouldn’t they uisel thel sSamel ¢rown; whol says_that ¢ither
of__them[ hastollcomplain_about__sharing| sovereignty, why! shouldn’t_they compromise_withl lone
another? Inl fesponse_onel might! arguel that! thel moonliwas__following tolits_logical conclusion the
argument 6f Mishna 3[wherelWwellearned that Aifl from Ruach/Breathltips thelbalancelbetween them,
according tol thel interpretation. R.LAkibal giveslit, that thel 1] ¥>35mlL Machria lis_not therel tol make
peacel bil compromisel between them[ butltol forcel onel sidel tol bowt to_thel bther/ eitherl in one
direction lorlJthel lother.IThel linnovationintroduced by /R.JAkibal Ithat Ithel lelement lofl [Water
overwhelms thel ¢lement of Firelwithl thelhelplofl Air,[aslwel said previously, (Ch. 11 Mishnal 3L ¢it. Joc
Betweenl them) Moses_asked God,¥Who forces' Your hand?”’ Because[ R.LAkiba forced God[tol tie
crowns_ontol thelletters'in order! tol givel them room[ tol expand. évenlintol thel spacelofl thel supernal
worlds.[This is svhyl thelmoon (element ofl Water) alsolasked for sovereignty over thelsun, (element
of Fire) according o theltuling of R Akiba, for herelwerel alsol twolverses ¢ontradicting onelanother,
aslit isLwritten, fthel twol great lJuminaries, land then [Ythelgreatluminary, thelsunletc.’
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[ oowl 1] Shaloni 1TPeacel 1s_hssociated twith thel Sephira of Yesod [TFundament/ because Yesod Is the Sephirah of
connections and peacelisonlylmadelbetween separateldrl opposing éntities. The quotefrom (Isal57:19)Peace, Peace
isldteferenceto Yesod Sheb’Y esod TFundament of Fundaments.
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ThelTalmud ¢ontinues: God said tolher, TGolteduce yourself.[Shelspokelupbefore Him, $aying [ “JustbecauseIlsaid

something proper, should it follow! that 1am thel onelto have tol teducelmyself?”’lGod teplied¥Gol tulel thel day and
thelnhight.”Thelmoonl repliedS*What profits lighting thellamp_at hoon? God told her,Go,Isracl will count their
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Onl thel lsubjectlofl sovereignty inl jgeneral/ it isl important. ttol note’ thel following.[[Godl kreated
everything inl Hislsworld iinique and individual/ Nothing ¢reat ot small is tepeated o imitated. Thus
outl sages_taught, (Sanhedrinl 992a) {Nol twol prophets_speaklin| thel samel style. And this is 4 clear
proofl that theitl prophecy_is_ true, that althoughl onel carries thel identical messagel tol the_ other,| he
speaksl it in' 4 stylel iniquelylhisown.[ Inl thelbook, Mei Hashiloach (Vol/ 1 Bamidbar)lindividuality is
explained. thus:Lit isllikel al nosaic_depictingf thelking madellipLof thousandsLof! tiles. Fachltilel islal little
different fromlits_neighbor. 1t’sLonlywhen! theyl arel displayed side by side that thelimagelof thel king
isLdiscernable[and when!theyl arel separated. they.becomel thousands_ofl separatel tiles. I1t’sLimpossible
tolsay thatl oneltilelis morelimportant than another because all of theml makelhip_ thelking’s faceland
onel ¢cannot ¢laim tolbeld morelimportant detail thanlanother. It s written, (Ex30:13)[F*Allswholpass
to be ¢counted, Tfor at that moment when al personlpassed by thel ¢ensus_ takers'helbecamelthel detail
undet examination, hel wasl uniquelandl different froml everyonel ¢lselin thel hation. At that moment
everyone,[ all ofl Israel was_included sithin him hel$vas_ sovereign. Wherel does 4 personl take’ that
sovereigntylwhen notlbeingl ¢counted? Thislexplains the argument thel Israelitesthad withiMoseswhen
they’ said, (Ex17:7)5IsLGod inside s o1l hot?’ Theirl sovereigntyl camel tol theml[ at that  time_only
withl thel arrival off Jethrol tol convert tol Judaismland the lowliest found himself withl sovereigntyt by
comparisonl tol thel convert. This 3vas. R.LAkiba’sl innovation.. He twas_ 4 descendent of’ Jael swife of
Heverlthel Kainite,[ iwholwas_descended from [Jethrol thel [Kainite |Asl fwel Iread inl ithe[ /T'almud,
(Sanhedrin’96b) T Thel greatl grandchildrenl ofl Sisera taught Torahlin  public.. Wholsvasit,/R._Akiba.[R.
Akibalswas_ thel soul they madelin Haran/ as'twasl explained in’ thel preface tol chapter B.. Hel twas_ the
sourcelof thelOral Torah,the.moonl that has hollight of its.dwn, but! that' shiningl onlitl froml the sun,
representing' Moses and the[Written T'orah.
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daysand years using you.” Shel$aid,[9Thel sunis $till the one uponwhich they depend to count equinoxesandl fix
theirl talendar, as it iswritten (Genl[1:17)5°And they will bel signs and festivalsandl days_and years.”[1*Go, L replied
God[*“Thel tighteous will'identify 3vith you, callingf themselvesl by your hame.[Jacob thel Small/ Samuel the Small,
David. thel Small.”[When God sawl thatl thelmoonwas hot satisfied with this'amends, Hel $aid ¥Bring an atonement
forl Mel that Il diminished thel moon.” This is'¥hat R [Shimon[ b, Takish' meant when hel said, “How! is_thel goat |sin
offering|l ofl thel New Moonl different froml thel othert sinl offerings, that it is'accompanied byt thel instruction (Num.
28:15)9ALSin o ffering forl God’? Godlsaid, fLet this goat belan atonement for Me, fort diminishing/ thelmoon.”
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SeeMei Hashiloach (Vol.d.beginningfNum.) This_¢xplains thelverse, (Deut/32:9)[*God’s portion is His people.”
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Wellearnlinl thelbook, Etzl Chaim (32ndl Gatel Ch.L6) TWelfind 4 questionlin’ the sords_ofl thel sages.
Sometimeslwel find thatt Moses_tepresents_thel Sephirahl off Neszach [IVictory whilel Aaronl tepresents
Hod[1Beauty, anditlis found thuslinl thelliturgy for Hoshanal Rabba, for the/masterl of Hasannahsl set
theml outlinl thattorder. Onltheldthet handwelsee thatt Moses_is_¢considered 4 LeviteLonlthelleft side,
thellinelof HodIBeauty/whilel Aaronisla Cohenlonl thel tight! side, thellinel6f NezzacVictory The
reason behind thelmysterylis_this/ thel tight handed Lights_ comel from[ thelleft hand sidelof Yesod [l
Fundament of Abbdl[[Fatherwhilel thelleft handed Lights.comeloutl of thel tightt hand sidelof Abball
Father[8o,/ Moseslis_included inl thel fight_and thelleft sides, andl also Aaronis.comprised ofl both
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Mei Hashiloach (Vol1LEx. Beshalach ¢itloc. Amalek came) SAmalek ¢ameland madelwvar<vith Israel at Refidim{ The
meaninglof their'sin at Refidimlislds follows. It was impossiblelat that time forl anylofl themlfo have sovereignty while
Moses_tuled [ Whatl profits_lighting! thel lamplat hoon? This_explains_theirl tomplainingl 4t Moses, about which_ it is
writtenl (Ex[17:7)_'Becauseljou_tested God, asking, fIs. God insidel sl ot hot?” [ Tt Swas_as 4 result ofl thisl sin that
Amalekl éamel tolmake[Wat because. Amaleklalwayslsenses-when Israel miss_the  target even if it is byl a merelhair’s]
breadth[’And that issswhylJethrol tame [And this iswhat thel Midrash means whenl it quotes the_ versel from Prov.
(19:25)FFlogfdlScoffer,/andthel simpletonwill Tearn prudence, lthelsimpletonlearning prudenceltefers toJethro¥vho
madelit possible that ¢venlat such timesvhen Moses tulesiis e tnay! still havel sovereignty [Hel advisedluis tolset ip
courts_ofl thousands and hundredsland tensletc. In ¢ach groupltherelisia individual who tules his fellows all the <way
upl to Moses.
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Mei Hashiloach (N ol 1 Nitzavim) Y oulstand today,[all ofl youl etc.Y ourheads/ yourl tribesyour elders, yourl dfficers,
everylJewishltnan, your children/Yourwives/your strangersiinsidelyour camp, from thelhewers ofl your wood, tol the
drawers_oflyourlwater [Herelarel ten levels! fivel corresponding to five [ andlall ofl theml arel to belfoundlin[theJewish
People[Yout heads tefers_ tol those with wisdom, ¢torresponding tol your children. Yourt tribes ¢torresponds to your
wives.Your elders tefers fol thoselwho havelacquired wisdom, ¢orrespondingf to thelstrangers_in yourl midst Because
it is_dnlylas newt things are/ discoveredinl thel Torah'among thel Jewish people/ that the souls of thel ¢onverts.comeland
join[Yourt officers tefers tol those with! fearl off God.[ Who correspond tol the hewers_ofl wwood [ Everyl Jewish man
refers_tol Love, ¢torresponding tol thel drawers. of water. Because twater is 2 metaphott for lust, as has beenl said many
times.[And all thellovesland Tusts ofl the Jewish Peoplelis for God.
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sides. This explainsi¥vhat wel tead inl thel Zohar, (Vol1llVa’era 26b) “Thelverse (Ex 6:27) 8ays, They
arel thel ones speaking tol Pharaohl kingl ofl Egypt, tol bring thel Children ofl Israel outl ofl Egypt/|he,
Moses_and Aaron.T He MosesLand Aaron, helis. Aaron  and Moses, telling uis_ thatl both[ arel equal,
combining Firelinl Waterl and Water inl Fire inderstand this. I See also Mei Hashiloach (V ol 1. Naso)
Therd isla deepsecret inl thel thelmatter of individual sSovereignty, for it is impossiblel to.comprehend
how Godl gives_ twol saintlyl individuals_sovereigntyl over! thel very same  generation, $o thatl eachlhas
total supremacy,in hislownlspecial way, overall| ¢évenl over! thel bther individual. ' Theltvay. Moses_ and
Aaronlwwerel bothliiniquelamong theirf generation, ¢achlinl hisLlownltway. This is_ thel lesson taught! by
thel Divinel Namellla”>0”3 v D yuNisim[ 11177311 D ys_meaning T'wo, for God gavel thel both
sovereignty,/[1in”>70” [l Nisim inLa miraculousvay. |  Obviously, /|God Imight lhavel lgivel Ithel Isame
dual sovereignty. to bothl sun andlmoon,[in Hismiraculous tay, but, hol that twas_not thel plan, for
“Thuslitlaroselin thel thought”[aswill bel éxplained.
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Therel arel three_aspects_ofl Year,| differing slightlyl from onel another.a.) the  eycle_ of events wwel call
Year/b.) thelmovement of thel clockiwelcall Time.L¢.) [ amplitude of Seasonsiswel ¢call Fullness.
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Mishnal4
Three mothers AM”SH (Alef;/ Meml and Shin)_in thelyear; hot, cold_ and fullness.[ Heat twas
created of fire, Cold from/ water; Fullness from/breathl tips_ the balance between them
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Threelmothers: Meaning, thoselthreelmothers described abovelin Mishnal 2 and beingf thelones from which dll ¢lse

wasl ¢created/ theyl themselves havelaspects fatrt beyond their simplel propertylastHebrewt letters to belwritten and hised

inlwords.They_harel hot kimply. concepts_likel mothet principles, full bf mysterious_allusions_that wwill bel revealed
throughl thelévolution of theldlphabet/No, the! threelletters'manifest in Y ear,in timeland season.
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In thel Year: Itsl sourcelis thel Verse/ (Gen. b:3)[1*Adam! lived 6bne hundred and! thirty years_ andl borel 4 child inl his
likeness.” This s thelsecret of Gzjgu/ [IReincarnation aslis taught byl our sages[IAdam dat up to his necklin/ the/River
Gichon for 130 years givingbirthl toldemons and goblins 4l ofl them high Tofty and holy  soulsiwholwereldeprived of
al birthrightl becausel they werel conceived without a woman. Theyt came about through sexual selfl gratification
whereuporn the. demoness would takel tseldrops_ofl semenl and incubatel them andlbuild them/bodies ¢tc. These souls
werelteincarnated again andlagain intol this world, as-will beléxplained. In the/ Talmud,[(Chulin 60b) tnentioned dbove
inlthel preface to  thistMishnawellearned howi Wwhen God saw! that thel moon was_ ot satisfied withl thelamends, He
said/ 'Bringl anl atonement fort Mel that Il diminished thel moon.” Thisliswhat' R Shimonl b. Takishl meant Wwhenl he
said [ FHowtis thel goat Jsin offering] of the/ New Moon different from! thel other! sin offerings, that it islaccompanied
byl_thelinstruction (Num.[28:15)_fALsinl offering fort God’?LiGod said, fLet this_poat bel anl aitonement fort Me, for
diminishing thel moon.” Wel_tead in’ thel book, Mei Hashiloach (NolL1. Shemini_citloc/ /And thel poat) Now, thel sin
offering{whichl came! for thel hewl moon hints at the blemishlshich' God built into thel toot dfl ¢very created thing) as
it isbwrittenl (Isiahl 48) °‘And al sinner froml thelsvombl 1 have ¢alled you. Because. everyl ¢reaturel carries al flaw and 4
personhaslto fix this characterl flaw. And so_¢veryone has d tightful complaint at God{"Whytdid Y oul¢createlmelwvith
this flaw? 1 Andl thislis thel ineaningl of what Godlsaid/“Bringl anlatonement forl ine/becauselldiminished thelmoon.”
Solyisavis_this sin bffering{ brought for thel hewimoon, Godlis_thelownert (i.e.[penitent).. And this s thel meaning of
thelphrase[{“The tohen/ priests_eat and. the ownet! teceives atonement.” Because3vhen! thel cohenl priest eats of the
sacrifice[ he becomes_outl proxy,Lasliwel takel iponl ourselves_thel guilt inl the! flaw, even for this one, and that it is
incumbent iipon s to fixit. Inlthe[Zohar, (Vol[1.17a)Wwellearn about the Sephiralof Yesod [[Fundament andit
connection with' thel tharacteristid_ofl Joseph wholis talled the Foundation of the/ World, also known hs Musaf []
Additional Servicel (i.e. thel$in bfferingf ofl thel New Moon llthe Musaflladditional servicelin the[Temple) Thelvery
namelJosephlitself hintsiat'this.  All'the Musaf sacrifices/in the[Templelbelong tolJoseph, éspeciallylthis onel forf the
New!Moon. Aaron thel Cohen/Priest¢ouldnot bringthimself foleatit, asvill belexplainedin Ch[5. Tolsumuiplall'the
above, God’s_atonement for diminishing thel moonwasl tied_uplinJosephlin whosel inerit wel havel the Muwusaf [
Additional'services. But Josephlivas[teduced to beingfsold intolslaverylinto  Egypt and the ten martyrsiwhoivere the
Gilgn/1IReincarnation ofl Joseph’s_brothers iwere bentenced to diel for selling himhnd forl being thel tause of his
spilling tenl dropsofl semenlwhichl$purted from between his fingers asvas mentioned abovelin thel preface to  Ch.[3.
(citJoc In thel book) R.Akibal was_ thel substitutel for God as_wasl explained in the quotel from R 'Shimshon bf
Ostropoli.. Now,[ when God said tol Moses_ (Talmud Menachoth 292) FBelsilent. Tt arosel_thus_in Myl thought,
previously.” God was hinting{ to' Moses! that ot only theldeath of R.[Akibalwvas written but that thel sellingf of Joseph
waslalsolonelof thelthings that aroselin the Thought at that time, forl ¢achis'dependentipon thelother Thelsecret of
thel diminution/ of theltnoonis the Source for Shana [TY ear[and thel ¢entral theme of dutl Mishna.
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Hot and cold:[Thislis howl thel text describes_it inl Genesis[ (8:22)[°All thel days_ofl thel earth $eedtimeland harvest,
cold_and heat/ summer and winter[ hight and day,[ shalll hot tease.” [ Rashi {ibid.)_txplains_it_as” follows. Thel kix
seasons_mentioned arel madel uplofl two months_each, aswel havellearned (Talmud[Bava Metzia 103), halfl Kislev,
Tevet and halff Sh’vat etc/ Coldlis harder than winter Winter i the timel for sowingf batley andllegumes which tipen
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quickly.[Cold  tefers tol the! twolmonths half 6f Sh’vat/ Adar and halfl 6f Nisan[Harvest is halfl Nisan/Tyarland half of
Sivan[Summer, half Sivan Tamuz and halfl Aviis thel timel for gathering figs' andl thel timel forl drying themin the
fields[Heat is the énd of Summer [halfl Av [Elulland halfl Tishreiwhen the[Wworldis hottest asiwve learnlin the[ Talmud
(Yoma) Thelend of summer istharded than sSummet.’ Now[if thel huthot! bfl Befer! Yetzira simplyl meant to
describel seasons_ofl thel yeat whyl did hel chooselhot and cold andl ot summer and wintet, hlsol availablel froml the

samelverse in Genesis?

£0) MM D3 ,91) HIPD DY3E £ 1 (7H3 L) 1309 "D N DHN5D PH DI PR (BN (N DD OM3T) INEN I .45

DY .O"D ('3 2D ©%OD) EDY P DHNS 0PN HIPD MOPHI L(H BE) DM 135 DED I L2 H'H D) "N 5T OVISD
PPIED £IDY ,2DNHD NHNS INIY TP MHPND L5 56 WD HID DHNS ;9NOH3 DVIED WD IPLE3 ™MD ¥ (BE) D3P 3D
PHOM D31 £H3 VH3 (3" IR DMDID) 3D OND DD ,1H DIIEN DING 1D IMT PONHD HINNIY ,DDED HNSD OI> PNHPD
% 9791977 01 (35 BE) PP "D I DEP HID 15 8 HdH .M £HY AN IMB N> D) "DE BEY L1975 IEDHE "N M
,IPNSD PN ND DN DTH3E DMPEID MED S HdH 937N OETD 3 L MED D (PI) B BMEN3 1Hd IITNE DL MOd3
H5H NHNS D5 PHE 13 20H M3 13 "D .LHD TIOM D1DBS INLHD DN LMD PIZIOND HVED 5N ,TH 50 DND TIOM NP WD
NHN5D 1> 20D ©1937 O £HD NP H3D PIIIODD £M DN T H3D PEN OTH3 £M .0 IV DI D> D) 1P NHNSD INBE

IDMMLD 5IDBS IIIDDM DHPPM QLD VIS I3E B73 IEH PO £39 HYD PIZDXDI 9P NIEP £330 H1D

Fullness: Itsl sourcelis_thel verse/ (Deut[ 29:18)_fIn brderl tol surround thel 1] Rave/l [1Fullness twithl thirst.”
Nachmanides.(ibid)l¢xplains thel verselthus{ Al satisfied soullis_¢alled TR avehIIFull LAs it isiwritten (Jert 31:14) )
> UL RavA I Swilll filll thel $oull of thel priestsiwith abundance,”’[(ibid 12)[*andl their soul shall bel as 4 Wwatered
garden.”Onelwhol desires is_¢alled thirsty, as it iswritten, (Psalm 63:2) Myt soul thirsts_for You.” The_ commentary
Haketal 1"Hakabala (ibid) Ssuggests_that 1173°171] R vay4 s tol drinking what 192wl Sosd [ISatistaction is tol ating.
Thirst s thelsoulllonging constantlyt for fullness_oflherlincessant desire. Thelsenselofl ¢ravingf thel fulfillment dfl bne’s
desires is like thel passion_ dfl thel thirsty person forl aldrink. Someonelwho satisties his_desires is likel someone swwho
eats_tolsatisfaction andldrinks tolfullness. ' Howevertitisiwritten, (Psalm 66:12)[Welhavel¢comelthroughl firelandlwater
andYoulhaveldeliverediuisl tol 1721 R vay4liwhichldeems fol sSuggest that Fullness is_ Air blended With fireland <vater.
but ifl el tead it that way we will havel difficulty withl thel Verse,  (ibid.[23:5)5°Youl prepareld table before e in the
presencelofl mylenemies; Y oulhave anointed mylhead twith 6il{ My  ¢upllll*11lL R »ayd (usually. translates_as, funneth
over) overflows.” It seemsl ¢lear! tolmel that! thelsword 17*11lLR vayd in bur Mishnalis not just teferringl tol part of the
Yeat of 12[months/duration/but tather tol thelcyclelofl changeldnd tepetition within every person Whilelit is truel that
U9nIR vaydisthel opposite ofl thirst it does ot mean without passion/ Alwatered gardenlis not ala gardenlwithout
thirst, father! a garden/whosel thirst has been cultivated. By being{twatered thel earthl becomes_capablel ofl absorbing
muchlmorelvater.. Al person mayl have desirel thatl springs_ froml thel element ofl Water andlalsolpassion whichl ¢omes
froml thel¢lement ofl Fire. Theltwolarelopposites. Desirelandl thirst s al sensation ofl lack and ¢raving [ while passionlis
a sensation ofl pulsing ofl blood,Lofl thelbody being tnoved toldct dnd achieve.
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Heat:[Thislis thel passion referred tolabove,Swhich mayl belinaccompanied byt desire,/<vhich may belan extremelbf

temperament suchlas tagelorlcholerFor solong ds dlpersonstilllhas'somel desirelin them  theirlanger s mitigated and

maylbeluisefull sSuchlas the*anger ofl tabbisTdescribedlin the[Talmud (T'aanit 4a) Ravisays; Thoselstudent rabbisho
arel¢holeric/itlisthe Torah making{them heated,[ds it isWritten, T Arelhot My wordsllikel fireSays God”
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Cold: Coldlis desire[twithout passion, d very dangerous $ensation for a personas it mayllead to ugly states_of mind

suchlas'hatred, tesentment,Just dnd depression/[if a personhas ¢ravings'but does not evenhave dufficient otivation

to getiplandlseekl them outInstead theyl arelhursedlin  the bosom and  then theyt stingl himllike al Viper with their
toxicl¢oldness.
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Fullness! from! breathl tips_ the balance between them: This is thel strengthl inl 4l personl that prevents himl from
dryinglup, énsuringl hel always temains/inl 4 statel ofl desire/ lforl hew! things. Asiwellearn in the Mei Hashiloach {Vol.1.
Chayé_Sarah)_Abraham $was_old gettingf onl inl years! Wel read (Eccl..2:1)[1‘Andl this is left tol mel from all myt toil.”
About whichl el learn inl thel Talmud, (Sanhedrin 20b) Raviand Shmuel argue. Onel says Solomonl was left with his
staff) thel otherlsays helwas/ left with his[plate [Staff hints at thellifel force/becauselall his life forcel<vas still strongfin
him.[Welfind $taffl asa symbol ofl thellifel forcel etc..Onelsays his plate Becauselhelwvas still always_preparedland full
ofl desirel forl more . Thati was wherelhis truel joy lay, becausel that’s what! lifelinl thislworld is_about, wanting{ more/ This
then/is’ thel meaningl ofl thel¥ersel Abrahaml{twaslold/ getting onlinl years. It meansthel came [ finally tol thel root of his
life’s_source[Helbecameldlvessel tol teceive and temained prepared and fulll of desire tol teceive morellife from God,
always_¢ravingf more andmore.
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Mishnal5
Three mothers AM”’Sh (Alef,/ Mem and Shin) in the soul; head, abdomenland thorax. Head
was!| created of fire, Abdomen from! water; Thorax from breathl tips/ the  balance between
them.
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Preface tol Mishna 5
Thel lfinal lelement lisLISoul, ’whichl hintslJat_jprocess,ljgrowth landl ldevelopment. ThelJsoul s lan
outgrowthl ofl thel element. ofl Fire [ All spiritual mental, psychological o1 psychic states in al person
havel theit{ seat'inl brainand head.
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Herel thel text. comes_to_answer al questionl taised at thel end ofl Ch.[TI,[ (Mishna 6_cit.loc. Fromlair)
Wholor swhat tips_thel balancelbetween Good and Evil desires In Mishnal 3l wellearned that Air! tips
thel balancelbetween opposites, butlwhenl the. opposites_arel twol great. columns hewnl of Air,[ asltve
readlin Ch.1I..Mishnal 6, svholor what factorldecides ot tips_thelbalancer This s al great mystery.and
its_tesolutionl comes_to_uis. through! thel wisdoml ofl R.LAkiba,[3vhol said, (Chagiga  14b)[1"Whenl jou
approach_thel purel marblel stones_dolhot say fWater, svater’ etc.” Because. therel arel Upper Waters
and Lower Waters, but therelis_hol space, hitl o1 racuumlbetween theml at all Water,[as_has been
mentioned, is'd metaphot fort desire Uppetlwaters_tefers tolgood desires while Toweri waters tefers to
evil_desires.. Everything is_ from Heaven, evenl Fear oft Heaven, as Joblargued before[ God, fYou
created_both thel righteousl and thel wicked;l who’s_ forcing Your hand? Nolone!”LR.LAkibal swwho
represents_ the Ruach [[Breath tippingl thel balancel between thelsvaters_abovel andl thoselbelow.the
heavens, between Good and Evil Desire; hel explains_how! God uises. His world twith rectitude. For
although! the thel lowerl swaters, i.e[evil desires, arel hot_completelylin al person’s_.control tol choose
freelyLorl teject at will aslJoblargued, hevertheless, R.LAkiba is_ consistentin his opinionl that where
there arel twol_contradictoryl forces_ diametricallyl opposed_toloneanother/ let thel third come and
forcelthel issuel lonel fwayllorl Janother, rather! Ithanl Imake’ peacel among them.[So.llet the  heart,
representing| thel element of Airl ] Ruach [1Breathlin thel thorax, comeland forcel thelswatert inl the
abdomenl tol tipl to_ thel sidel ofl merit. Howl doesl this_processivorkrl Wellearn inl the[ Talmud  (Makot
10b)LFALpersonlonlytisled downl the toad helwishes tolsvalk.” What thislmeanslin dur context is this:
God searches all the hiddenl fecesses_and chambers_ofl thel human heart,looking deepltol discover
what thel personl themselfl may_ not belawarel of] theirr mostl powerfullyl profound and secret desire,
that whichal person mayl hot havel access_to onl their own; 4 placel soldeeplbeneathl ¢consciousness'a
person knows hothing of'it.l At thellevel where onlyl God[Himself canl bear witness_ to the person’s
truel desires;[lalongf that! toad al personlisled from heaven.So/ifl 4 personl experiences thelsensation
of al desirelhel cannot fightlagainst, but. God witnesses at theldeepest level ofl iinconscious.desire  that
thisUisl Inotl Jthe lperson’slIreal, Itrue’ lwill[ IthenIGod thelps him[fight lit,| lconquering lseemingly
insurmountablellevels_of desire.. And if God forbid theloppositelis_true, then helwill lose thel battle
and succumbl tol temptation.[Thislis the! secret of thel Simple/ Desirelat worklinsidel of us, that which
onlylthel Creatorl ofl thel Universe whol knowsl thelwill insidel every act of man attests tol thel fact! that
thel person was onlytled down! thel toad helwanted tol travel..So, what ¢an thel sinnetl dolsoltolmake
God helplhiml overcomelhisl desires_and not succumbl tol thel temptation. What! can'hel dol to have
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God helplhimlmakel al differentl ¢hoicelif helhas nol ¢hoicel ot freelwill and everything islinl thelhands
ofheaven? Ifl onlyld person! thinkslin his heart, whytis thisthappening to e, ¢an Godnot find/inlme
evenl thel slightest'hint of 4 trueland honest. desirel tolavoid transgressing this'sin? Woel tolmel from
my Yerzer [[Desire, Woel tolmel fromlmy YorzetlICreator! I twish I'hadl thel desirel tol avoidl this $in.’
That question s sufficient tol changel thel haturel ofl thel éntirel action andl turn’ thel desirelaround so
thatt Godlswaps_thelheart of stonel fort d heart of flesh, and givesthim! thel strengthl tol 6vercome..And
ifldl personllooksLintolhimselfl and $till cannot honestly! find thel desirel tol tegret thelsin [ tol pray! for
theldesirel tolovercomelit, then at leastthel ¢anl askhimself the! following, ‘how! comel I havel no fear of
GodIf onlyl 1 had somel scraplof consciencelleft withl whichl tol regret swhat I’'m[ doing. T Andl that
wouldl sufficel tolopenl thel gates forl God’s helpltol enter. Andlifl al personl does notl éven havelénough
regret and compunctionltol raise. thel question and long for God’s helplto overcomelthelsin, then at
least hel ¢canl tegret that helis not onel ofl those peoplelwholare touched byt the! Fearl ofl God,[and ¢an
still Tongf tol belbel givenl thel gift ofl the sensationlof tegret/ Thelassumptionlinlall we havel said herelis
thatl it isl heart’ whichl ultimatelyl decides_ what! choices_arel poing tol bel imade. Thel heart! tips_the
balancelbetween waterland water.
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(Chagiga 14b)LOutl sages_taught] Four éntered intol paradise, therel hames_arel Ben Azai Ben Zoma, Achetland R.
Akiba R[Akibal told them, f*"When youl approach! thel purel marblel $tonesdolhotl say, fWater, swater,l becauselit is
written (Psalm[101:7)[9"Whosolspeakslies will not stand before[Myleyes.”
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See!Mei Hashiloach, (Vol.d[Levit. Emor citlocdnlyourland) ¥Really, his [ben Zoma’s| ¢hief mistake[¥was perceiving
a great gapl betweenl thelxwaters'belowland the waters above thel heavens. As¥wellearnlin the Talmud (Chagiga 15a),
Benl Zomal said F'Thegap between the kwaters_belowt andthel waters_abovelis_threel fingers_ breadthswide. T His
colleagues_tesponded/ saying| ‘Ben Zomal is still_ onl the butside.TBecause his_perceptionofl thel gapliwas teallyl the
consequenceloflbelieving therelislalbigldifference between ¢villdesiredndigood desire.”l] In the Appendix tolthe Me
Hashiloach (ibid.) the followingis'added [T Thelteason for Ben Zoma’s mistake is his perception of dwide gaplbetween
thewaters abovelandwaters below’[<vhereas, inl teality, they comelfrom dnelsource [Waterlis'a metaphor for  desire.
Now, 4 person_hastwol kinds_ofl desire! Thel first s instinctual honrational[ andlis 4 tonsequencel bfl being born
human/ (see thel Midrashl (Genesis Rabbah, 8) “Thel sworldlis full bf Hesed [1Tovingkindness.”) But, if a person’s
responses spring only froml theitfinstinctualhuman Hesed ILovingkindness_they may, for ¢éxample/havelmercylipon
thel merciless. [which'is_anl evil].. Desirelorl tompassionl teachedlin thel mindl afterl being considered Fationally' is
flawless. However, i d personl ¢an direct histhatural HesedILovingkindness and makel it congruent with thel Will of
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God/helis far greaterl than someonewhose responses_arel purely tational andJogical [ That’s-swhyl Psalm (148:4) does
not say that the/ Watersbelow! Earth will praise. God, asit says about the[Waters above Heaven Forifl it is'in praiselof
God, it is by definition] fWaters_ abovel Heaven’ Frankly, iwhat is_rational manl and what tanl hel possibly_achieve
through! his_ ownlintellect and swith his.ownl thoughts?l What' 4l personl does withl his hatural inclination his instincts,
however/is being donelwithl thelpower that God put in‘him [Thislis where[ Ben Zomal madelhis tnistake, in perceiving
albigl gapl between them.[So/in thel futurelwhen Godldemonstrates howt éverything that happened ¢camel from Him /it
will belapparent that there neveriwas_d separation between! thel<vaterslaboveland the watersbelow [ This s why Rabbi
Akiba warned his students fWhen youl teach thel placelof purelmarble, do not say I'water[water”. [ Thel chieflsarning
hel gavelthem was not to tepeat thelword Swater twice, for at their source, theylare one/Understand this.”
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Talmud (Baval Bathra 16a) Ravalsaid, SJobltied to_exoneratel the[svholel¥vorld from/ blame. He told God, *“Masterl of

thelWorld, Youl ¢reated thelox{withl clefthoovesand Y oul created thelassiwith dmalgamated hooves.[Y oul¢reated the

Gardenl bfl Edenland Youl ereated Hell. 'Y oul created thel tighteous and thelwicked [ Who’s forcing Y our hand” No
one!”
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From[thebook, Ohavt Yisrael (ForlthelDays ofl Awe, T.B. Hagigal15a) IAn echo camel dut from heavenlsaying/ (Jer.
3:14)FRepent/backsliding ¢hildrenTll¢xcept for AcherIElisha b./Abuya.”[n iy dpinion this Talmudiclquote should
belveryl problematicltolanyonelsvith inderstanding. Forlit is-well knownl that nothing in the[world stands’in thelwvay
of Teshuvalltepentance/ ¢tc/Fart belit for Godltoldo such dl thingl orldnythingllikelit Thelsourcelof this Talmudicltext
is.tooted in thel followingl ¢oncept.[Asla tesult off God’s great compassion in Hislmercy ipon all Hisl¢reatures/ even
with! those[ivhol sinl against Himl deliberately[ God (I1-Sam.[14:14)5‘thinks[ thoughts'and devisesl $tratagems ol that
evenl thel rejected onelis hot completely tejected.” That’s3whyl Godl sends thoughtsl ofl tepentancelinto their hearts
with thel proclamation that goes forth each day/ FRepent, backsliding/ khildren,” asis_well knownl from sacred
writings.[ Godlarouses_ themlin order that they  tepent properly. ot throughl someeven which dccurslinl their lifel that
starts theml contemplating thelneed for tepentance, etc.Ll [ But sSometimes someonellike[Elishab. Abuya has'dinned so
heavily_Against Godl that thel spirit_ofl fairness_does_hot allow fort God to_personally arouselhiml tol tepent, as_ God
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There arel three aspects_ofl [Soul, differing slightly’ from[ onel another.[1.)[ Malel and Femalel3vel call
Soul/2.) Thought we ¢all Mind.[3.) Thellifel forcelswe call Heart
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Mishnal5
Three mothers AM”’Sh (Alef,/ Mem and Shin) in the soul; head, abdomenland thorax. Head
was!| created of fire, Abdomen from! water; Thorax from breathl tips/ the  balance between
them.
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might do withl other! sinners, because he angered his' Godlexcessively, in_ open contempt and full knowledgel 0f his
master. This éxplains-why Elishab.[Abuya heard thel ¢cholcoming from heaven explicitly ¢xcludinghim[as thoughlhe
werel bverhearing Godlsay, fIliirgel youl all tol repent[ bff course/ except forl Elisha bl Abuyallivhoml 1l cannot inl 4ll
fairnessiurgel thislway...” Thelidealbeing that Elishalwould get the hint beingf thrown at him'and tepent properly as.a
result/ whichlwould have beenl the! desired tesult of thelmessagel God sent him.[l.[God obliquely hinted thuslto Elisha
sol_that he Wwould understand. God’sl teasoning ofl his own accord,[[that God meant it for hisl good, tolarousel him
thereby, (Isa. 6:10)_"“to_understandl withl his_heart| andl repent_ andl bel healed,”forl nothing sandslin thel wayt of
repentance. Everythinglislsweetened and fixed by fepentance.[See therelfor thelentirel quoteldt length.

DLW PI A ,3D53 M3D2 PIPID PI PPHE D3P 195 £ 53 HI3D JONE '3 MEN3 SIS WINHE P £XE 1P "B :nmx whHY .53
2763 533 PIBW 105D 19 H5H .1I> PHS PIPPLE PIIMIDN PIND 193E PIH W>

Threelmothers: Meaning/ thosel mothers_ about whichl wel said abovelin Mishnal 2[ that éverything isl created from

them; theythavel characteristics_hot onlyl of written letters, theyl arelhot $imply Mothers’ ] alword swhichlin thel Sefer

Yetziralusuallyl refers tol secret laden concepts that are being born and tevealed. They, thel mother!letters themselves
areltevealedin'éverylhuman.
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In the Soul: Thereldrel manyldiffering opinionsion the meaning of thisword, soul [After everythinglislsaid, thelsword
remains dsinysterious as before Aslthelverselsays, (Eccl3:19) Fthelsuperiority dflman  abovelthel beast is hothing, all
isLvanity.” Insects, teptiles_as_well as_¢attlel arel ascribedl souls_in thel first thapterl ofl Genesis. Therelarel those who
translatel thelsvord NefeshISoul as Freedom/ (see Haketar 1 "Hakabala Gen[2:7)SThere islin thelword NefeshISoul a
connotation of liberty andlicence tol followt dne’swill dnd desires. Aslit iswrittenl concerning thel captive voman(who
islatert spurned,(Deut.21:14) Flet hetlgo L nafshdwherever shelswants.”[Similarlyll(Gen 23:8)F1f Nafshechens 1Y ou
arelWwilling.”[(Psalm[ 105:22) 5T o bind his_princes B’Nafshd I1At his_pleasure.” Onl thelverselmentioned above/ (Gen
23:8).1f Nafshechens 1Y oulareWvilling,” Rashil translates_thel€sord Nafshechers as Syourtwill I tis in this Senselit ishised
herelin thelSeferlYetzira[Soul =Desire.
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Head:[With[hat has beenl explainedlin thel prefacelto thel first chapter! ¢oncerning thel threeltypeslofl desire/ Head
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maylbelhinderstood as being desirelllin thel nind, in' dne’sknowing{ and thoughts, suchlas thel desirel tolstudylwords of
Torahl tollearn/tolinderstand them! to theit deepest depths.
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Abdomen: With ivhat has been éxplained inl thel prefacel tol thel first chapter! toncerningf thel threel types_ofl desire,
Abdomenmay belunderstood s theldesirelin thelviscera/likel thirst which(is thel desirel ol drink [otf dthet! desires.
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Thorax: Thel ourcel for! this vord ¢an bel foundlin thelverse, (Gen/[47:18) “Therelis_ hothing{left before my lord
except - AN"Alour bodies.” It tefersltola trunk/ without d head. ds¥we tead  (ILSamuel 31:9010) Theyl cut off hishead
etc.. /Theyl put his_weapons_in thel templel lofl [Ashtaroth] and they! fastened his [ 121 [T trunkl tol fthel wall lof
Bethl Shean.” In thel Talmud (Berachothl 29b) Iwe! findl the! following prayer, composed by Acherim)/ “Thelheeds of
Your peoplelarelmanifold and their minds_arel too small. Mayt it bel Y our Wwill [YHV”’H [ outrl God_ that Youl provide
eachlandleéveryoneltheirlivelihood [andltolineet theliceds dbficach dnd évery liIalBody. Blessedare You/ YHV”H,
whollistens to_prayers.” R Hunal says that the Halacha [1Ruling is_decided hccording tol thel bpinonl of Acherim.
Perhapsl thisl Talmud mayl bel understood in light' bfl swhat wel knowlof Acherinz/ that when R Meirt wasl quoting
something inl thel hamel bf his_teacher, Elishal bl Abuya (see[ abovel tit/ loc/ Froml thel book)_the_ apostate. Elisha
referred folpeoplelas I IBodylor Trunk because helhimself was split His headlwas detached from his heart, solto
speakand it requires_that 4l personl connect head and heart before. theyl arelablel tol tepent properly With swhat has
beenl explainedlin thel prefaceltolthe first ¢hapterf concerningf thelthreeltypes_ofl desire, Thorax mayl beliinderstood as
thel desireslfor spiritual thingslandlémotionalltoncepts, suchlas thel desire tolbel ¢lose to. God, tolbow! before Himlin
worship.
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Headlis ¢reated from[Fire: Thelc¢hieflsource ofl ¢reativitylinl thelworld stems from d person’sithoughtshis'mind.[As
has_beenexplainedl at lengthl inl thel commentaryl on I thel Element ofl Fire[ (Ch.L 1. Preface to Mishna 11). Fire
represents_thel forcelimpelling' ¢ontinuous_changelandl process.in theluniverse. The characterl ofl firel corresponds to
the Feminine principlelof changeland évolution, tepresentingf thel future”ofl things. Forl it is impossiblel tol hold the
futurelbacklfroml changing incessantly.(Seeldbove[Ch/11.Mishnal1[¢it[Tocl) Shzri hisses)
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Abdomen! from[ Water: Thel abdomenlis thel $eat andl sourcel ofl primall sensations, thelfirst 6f whichlis thirst.The

verylfirst sensation ofl desirelin thelbody it that of thirst for water, d desirel that manifests as’al pain/in/thelstomachlin

suchl Al wayl that makes it impossiblel to_ mistake it for hnyl btherl [sort ofl desire.[This_distinguishes desireslinl the

abdomenl from! thel thelShigherTmorelspiritual desireswhich may sometimes'be confusedland misinterpreted/as’was
explained’in Ch.1 Mishna10.
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Thorax froml Air:!Meaning|4 person’s_heart canl forcelthel twolopposites o dccede toltipto thelsidelof merit.
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Mishna 6
Three mothers AM”Sh (Alef;, Meml and Shin), He carved them, hewed them, combined
them! and. formed withl them! three_ mothers_inl the year, three in the. world andl three inl the
soul, maleland female.
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Preface tolMishnal 6

After explainingf thel mystery of thel threel mothertletters_in thel3world, year andl soul as_ they apply
microcosmically/withinl everylindividual, thel text explains’eachl ofl thel ¢ategorieslinits_ propet place.
Three mother letters inl thel3vorld,{ inl this physical svorld3wel inhabit rather! thanl theliniversel as_a
concept Three mother lettersin thel year; inl thel cyclelof twelvelmonthstwith which[welarel familiar
rather! thanl timel as_ 4 concept. Threel mother letters_in thel soul; in thel physical bodyt rathet! than
metaphysical body. This may’ explain why thel order is' teversed.[ Whereas previouslylin_ this_ chapter
Olani 11N orld_has _beenlfirst_bnl thel list_here Shand 1Y ear is listed firstl before[wotld and soul.
Hintingl atl thel order off creation! inl Genesis,| where Timel thel first element tol belintroduced; Inl the
Beginning/[(Seelabove,/Mishna 3.L¢it.Toc. First)
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Note: In Sefer Yetzird Moses tepresents thel Male] R [Akibal tepresents.the Female.
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Moses/ teferred tolinl (Deut. 33:1) as Is/ ElohiniIIManl 6f God/ alsol translates as'husband/[Seel Zohar,
(Vol1L6b) Husband, as it is writtenl (Deut.[ibid) Is/ HaElohiniIManl 6f God, aslit were,[husband to
that' Gloriouslyision ofl YHV”H [ Because. Moses_achieved. thellevel 6f being! inl ¢hargelandldoing his
will_everywherel lonl Earth, something nol bther human achieved.l Seelalsol Zohat! (Vol 1L 236b)
‘Moseslis_certainly called thuband of God™ andl doeslas_ heltwisheslin his_own house, as it $written,
(Num.[30:14)[F‘Every_vowlandleveryl binding/ letc._herl husbandl imayl confirm(it,”T whichl is_ the
meaning of thel verse, (Ibid 10:35)_1Whenl thel arkl traveled Moses$aid, "Riselupl YHV”’H, T land a
husband meytanul his'wife’syow, as_itl iswrittenl (Ibid [ 30:14) Fot herthusband tay annul it, T which
is_alsolwhat! is_meant! by thel werse, (Ibid 10:36).F‘And whenl it camel tol rest, hel said| Takel rest,
YHV”H._Obviously. Moses_wasl exercising his_ authoritylas_ mastetl ofl thelhouse[ and no one ¢could
prevent him froml doingf $o/ likelal manl ordering hisl<wifelaroundland doing what helswants.TWelalso
learnlinl the/Midrash' (Deut. Rabba 2:27)*Moses placed Him JGod]ldlsolintol thelhollow,[i.e.[$pacelof
thelworld,[ asl it islywritten, (Deut 4:39)[1‘Know! this  day, and lay it tol thy heart| that YHV”H [ Helis
Godlin heaven aboveland upon thel earthl beneath; therelis' honel else.” What! doesl the text mean
whenlitl says, therelis honelelser It mmeanslevenlin thelhollow ofl Space.” Thislis what is_meant byl the
Olam TWorld of Sefer Yetzira. Moses” éntirelambition/and goal wasl tolbenefit all ofl Israel and bring
themléverything delightful bothl physically. and spiritually, inl thel mystery of 1123911 Ozneg [Ipleasurelas
was_explained above, (Ch. 11l Mishnal 4.) there! is_nothingl goodl higher! than’ pleasure.Because thell
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yowl ] Shefa Il flow whichl camel throughl Moses 3was_coming from Love.[Thislis thel mystery. ofl the
Simple Desirelwhenlit flows throughl the Malelsvho becomes_thelgiver of pleasure.
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Rabbil Akibal tepresents the female atl thellevel of ‘all mytlife/ I'havelbeen in pain,Tas<vellearn'inl the
Talmud. (Berachoth 61b)LfWhenl they. took! R.CAkibal out! tol kill himl it swas time_tor K’rzat §hmd 1]
reading ofl the Shmal prayer (Hear Olsrael/ etc.). Theylwerel¢combing his flesh with(ironl¢combs while
helswasl takingf thel yokel ofl thel Kingdom[ off Heavenl iponl himself. Hisl students_asked him, *Our
master,[ evenl thisl far?”’lHe  treplied, Al myllifel I’vel beenlat painlabout the verse, (Deut.[6:5) 5 Love
Godwithlall youtthearti andlall youtl soull etc” It means. évenlifl Godl takes youtl soul/ I asked myself,
‘when[will the chancel ever comel tol myl handl tol fulfill this' commandment?’ Now that Il havel the
chancel should I hot fulfill it?”’Z R/ Akibal waslin[ painl all his lifel inl case[hel missed thel experiencel of
having God ¢comelandl takelhisl soul/like[having an ownetl come and seize[svhat belongs. tolhim[ by
right/ becuae. R.LAkibal represents thel quality. of Nukbd [[Female swhich is_.owned by the D thurd 1]
Male, aslis_explained inl thel text froml thel Zohatl quoted above [ ‘Moses ivas éxercising bis_authourity_s
master of the_house,_and nd_bne_could prevent hini_froni_doing so| likd i inan_ordering his wife_around and doind hat
hé-wants” R Akibalputt GodLévenlin thelhollowl of the/body,which'is Nukbdl[lFemale This is[what'is
meant by the Nefes/ IISoul of Seferl Yetzira! R Akibal craved torment.[Thislisl somewhat similar to
thel storylswel tead in thel Talmudl (Bava Metzia 84b)  After thel death offt R[ Elazar b R.[Shimon[b.
Yochai Rebbel {R.LY ehudal thel Prince)l imadel anl bffer! forl his widow. Shel sent 4l imessagel back’ to
Rebbe/ saying| ‘Al vessel ised tol holiness_should bel converted for secular ise?’ I agree,  replied
Rebbe, “InTorahl scholarshipl you late husband twasl greater.[ But 3vas_hel greater! than melin' Good
Deeds?T¥Well 1 don’t know, T shel responded.[¥Whetherl hel¥was 4 greater Torah’ scholatl thanlyou.
But Ilaml surel hel3vas_greater than youlin Good Deeds; helinvited torments iponlhimself.” From
that' Talmud it seemsl everyonelislagreed that! craving torments is_al forml offl Good Deed[(see Esh
Kodesi I Vayeshevi11940) /R[] Akiba’s entirel Igoal Jand Jambition Jwas_ ItoltolIreceivel ltorments,
representativel of [1¥21[[l] Nega [IPlague | the oppositel of 1123911 Oneg [TPleasure, asi¥was said previously,
(Ch/I1.[Mishna 4) therelis_ nothing{ lower than Nega[[Plague. Therelis ho question ot doubt that this
explainsl thel secret.of R Akiba’s.martyrdom,/ al substitution’ fort God, as it were,[whichl aroselinl the
thought, (Preface tol Ch. 111 Mishnal 1[¢it. loc. Inl this) asl¥vas told to. Moses when he asked, sl this
Torahl and thislits rewardr™ It waslabout! this[precisely that God said, Bring anl atonement forl Me
for having diminished thelmoon. It is as though,[God, as’it were, had thel driginal thought tol suffer
‘pangs_ofl love Tol teceivel them withl compassionl andl desire/ ithis far’ [ as' R Akiba’s students asked
him [ fthisl far?” Thislis_ thel mysteryl ofl the! Simplel Desire/ swhenl it flowsl through' thel Femalel who
becomes!thel teceiver of painlwith[love.
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Itlislwritten, (Isa[54:7) “In one,/short moment Il abandonedlyou, whilelwithl tremendous.compassion
I gathered you.”IWel tead inl thel Mishna/ (Sota 9:12)_ R/ Shimon b.[ Gamliel said inl the. hamel of R.
Yehoshua,/ Sincel the day the Templeltvas'destroyed, there isn’t a daylwithoutla curse. [ Also,/ (Talmud
Sota[49a) Rava says, Every passingl day’s_curselis worsel than thel preceding day.TNevertheless Israel
enthrones. God inl thel hollow_ofl Now,[meaning Time, in thel/773¥ ] Ond[Season also_ thel seat of
God’stholy abode, atl thellevel of] (Ex.[12:2)[fThis.month shall bel thelhead month forf you’ . This is
whatlis.meant byl the ShandlllYearl of Sefer YetziraIsrael says For sl nol timelat all haslpassed.[We
arelstillinl thel tinyl shorttmoment_thel prophet! Isaiahl spokel of. Thel 2000 years_ofl exilel never
happenediand neveriwere/ theylare all anlillusion'and allie [Because thel truthlis always with Godland
therelis.nolonelamong s whol knows anything at all[Forlislit. hot written, “Inl 6nel shorttmoment,”
and nhot in[2000_years?
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See’Ch/1/Mishna 11 ¢itJoc/His Abode.
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Thislexplains thel question, Whylt did the Torahl begin with' Genesis_and hot from’ thelcommandment tolmake[Nisan
the forst month[Wwhichlis thefirst commandment el teceived from God? The Torah' begins¥with[ Bereishirh I1n the
beginning[about whichlthel sagessay, (RashiGen 1:1)ForIsracl who are  called The[Beginning.”Because Isracl are
thelsecret of Time/That’scwhyt it is_appropriatellto_begin the Torahlin that samelmeasure Wwith which'they ¢rowned
God,With[the[¢commandment/ Make this the Head Month.

PP5 53 B (B ©1IT2) BRI, 1 T HIPY PR3 (3™ H'D PEHII) WD ,IBP DI I 5D 1 MDHY .63

Andlhotl évenl thelxwholel ofl thel short moment, as/ the Talmud (Nedarim! B1a) reads_ thelverse[ (Gen 21:12)%For in
Isaaclshall youtseedbel called.”[The Talmud ¢ommentsTn Issacldnd not all of Issac.’
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Wellread in thel book, Mei Hashiloach| (Vol 1. Bo, cit.loc. This is) F‘Moses_represents_ithel First
Commandment,TT93R[1Anoch: [T am [YHT”H]/while' R Akiba b/ Joseph! tepresents 172 717> KT
Lo Yihiyé LechalllY oulshall havel hol Jother! gods].LAslisLknown,[all thelsouls o f Israel drel ¢connectedlat
thel footl tol thellettersLof the[ Torah.[ MosesTsoul was_ connected. tol thel First Commandment (Ilam
thelLord yourl God) and his ¢oncernlinl thisworldlwas tol ¢larifyl God’slunitytin thelswvorld [R [Akiba’s
soulwasl¢onnected tol the Second Commandment (You shall havelnol other) andlhis ¢oncern was to
clarifyt and purify’ thel hearts_ ofl Jewishl Peoplelofl anyl drossLandl extraneous_orl pagan thoughts; to
distancel theml from[ ffrom[ levil_included withinl tthel prohibition’ ofl thel Second ICommandment.
Whatever! newl ffences land restrictionsl R.LIAkiba invented werel lalways_included in thel ISecond
Commandment to belincluded among/ those  things! tequiring| ¢larification andf purification. Similarly
all thel lawsl off 119071 190X 1] Issurt T Hetairt IProhibited & Permitted,[119w1 908! Pasul 17 Kashet 1l
Unkoshet! & Koshert,[l1797107 Xnvllll Taz'd 1 Tahot MUncleanl & Clean [ all arel therel inl ordet tol select
what’slbad fromlwhat’s[good.”

HIPD ™ I23H T "D DWED MY N3I OEN ,7"H3 3N (DPD PHr D7 H3 B 'H PON) PINED W PODR3 HPP
PHEY DI ,97DD PIPH3 INH TDH 5O DPIZT ENE3 IND SHILY PIEDY SOL PITD .75 D H 723 DD qON 13
"D B 7 1D HIPY 37 PHEN ,ONV3 N DY IMTNH BNB3 73D 113 NI PO 1D N3T T "I I"YIN
DY) TP ETPE DM, D H5 533 HIDE DIN OPIPIDG SHILY 3H3E PNOD 1D I 5D PP M3 Hd P
DD I NP PIVSDD 50 121,52 DN PIId PIN o DD H D53 HID If BIE PEIDL VN DETD O
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Inlthel[Talmud, (Menachothl 29b) svellearn, “R.LY ehudal saidlinl thelhame 6 f Rav. When Moses ivent
uplonl highl hel found Godlsitting and[ tying| crowns! tol thelletters.[ (Rashi/ ibid./ suchlas[ the Tagii
Crowns_onl thelletters_in’ the. Torahl scroll). Moses_asked God,[ fWholis_forcing Youtl hand?L God
replied, “Afterl many generations therelwill comeld manlbylthel hamelofl Akibalb. Joesphlswholis going
toLderivelmounds_and mounds_ofllaws from[ éachlof thesellittle.points. In. MosesTquestionl thel text
uses_thelword [112oynllIM akedlllisually translated as[Forcing. Butl thelsvord actuallylmeanl tol delayl or
prevent.What placeldoes thelxvord M wker [[Prevent havelin thel context ofl Mosesquestion? Rashi
(ibid.)translatesl thel question thus: *Wholis_ forcing Y our hand?[ I[Wholisl preventing You from
publishing thel Torahl aslitl is_ currentlyl written that' Y oul find_ it necessaryl tol add crownsl tol the
letters?”lRashi’s_.commentarytis_alsoldifficultbecause  thelword [[125ynllIM zkei[Prevent isLnot teally
appropriate tolthel ¢ontext. It should havel$aid[Wholis 3910 Kgfe/illCoercing Yourthand? It

seems._to e’ thel meaning/ isl¢connected tol thel éssential tole. 6f R Akiba wholtepresents_the Female,
the Mayin NukbinllIFeminine/Waters (Upwards Flow), thel Simple[Desirelin thel femininelformlivhich
is_thel desirel tol teceivel thel Pangs bfl L.ove.[ Thel power ofl R.LAkiba’sl craving sasl ol great that he
ruled kol tol speak over (God, preventingt Himl from/ giving thel Torahl tol Moses..Sol great swas. R.
Akiba’s_power! thatl hel ruled,in" his desire, over thel King of Kings' and produced mounds_and
mounds_ofl laws_and Torah novelae. Because the Torah s simply a grament for [God, as_ was
explained above, {Ch/ 1. prefacel tol Mishna 5l ¢cit.. loc.. This' Mishna) and R._Akiba’s_desirel and love
and passionl tol sanctifyl thel Namelofl God brought forth Mayin D churinIMalelWaters_(Downwards
Flow) and thus hew! clothing/ Andlit waslonlyl at that yeryimoment when Moses_camel tol connect
withl the sourcelof his soulin the[First Commandment,[Wwhichl ¢ontainsl the swordL >3[4 nochi 1
am,[Wwhich as_ thel Talmud says[ (Shabbat 105al Seel also. Ch.[4] prefacel to Mishnal 6) is'a Nozarigon of
thelswords 1/n°am® na°n> *Xwol XX And Nafshai Kativit Y ahavit (11, Myself have written and_given,
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meaningf that God has written Himselfl intol the. Torahlinl order! tol givel Himselfl toluis [ 1t was[ precisely
at_thelmoment forl God tolbeltevealed in tword and for theltevelation ofl His divinel garments, asit
were, thatt R.LAkiba arrived at thel sourcel oflhisl soul inl thel Second Commandmentl 6f You shall have
nolother god.Becauselthellevel 0ff R AKiba’s soul sparkles and glintswithlideas for new fences and
boundaries_tol lensurel the success_ofl MosesT endeavort tolclarify. thel presence of God and the
awareness_ofl HistOnenessLonly sol thatt God’s_majestyland sovereigntylspread through'all 6f human
consciousness/ Not justlin thehollowtof space,/whichlis wherel Moses™ consciousness.andlinfluence
isimost powerfulbut alsolinl thelhollowt o f the/body; throughout the physical corpus.of évery human
being/ at thellevel of TIn17rxY 0292311 Nega ini 1 ’Obalof TPlagues & Tents (After Talmud Hagigal 14a)
R FElazarl b Azarial said [ ¥Akiba/what! business_havel youltith thel Aggada, betake yourself toll[/*ya
n9nX1T Nega i 17’ Ohalof TTPlagues & Tents.” Nega [TPlague’is thel oppositel of OneglPleasure,as we
learned above [TPARIMOhel MTent is thel oppositel bf TR MLeah, dbout Wwhoml it is said (Judg 5:24)
“Blessed_above wwomenlisl Jael swife bfl Heber! thel Kenite aboveliwvomeninl thel tent shall shel be
blessed.”LAswaslexplained inl thelpreface tol Mishna 1labove.
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In mylopinionl thelmeaning of this'is as follows; The Tag/nIICrowns R Akibalinventedin hiswisdom, project into
thelspace, sol tolspeak, [ 6fl God.[At thellevel of “Thelower ones havel ¥anquished thelangels,Tagainst Hislwwill, as[it
were, God madel spacelin His spacel forf the crowns_onl thel letters that R Akiba’s teachings"demanded [ Creating
emptylspace forlthe black fireltolspreadlinto spaceldedicated Ttolwwhitel fire.[And this' ¢xplains'Moses T guestion, Who
forcesl Y our hand?’lineaning, hgainst Y our will. [ 1t seemsl therelislbomel connection between! thisl Aggadal and the
Talmud in Bava Batra (16a).[Both el thel phraselllaovnllIM ‘wkedIForce Rava said [ fJobltied tolexonerate the whole
wortld froml blame. He told God [“Mastetl of thed Wotld[Youl treated thel ox with ¢left hooves and Youl treated the
ass_withldmalgamatedhooves.[Youl¢created the. Garden ofl EdenlandY oul¢reated Hell 'Y oulcreated theltighteous and
thelwicked [Who’s forcing Yout hand? Nolone!”both ofl them, Jobland R Akibal engaged in  the $ameleéndeavor to
exoneratel thelworld [As was discussed abovel (Mishnal 3 ¢it. loc[Between) in thel duotel from! the Talmud, (Makot 7a)
RIAkibalsaid,/ Had lbeen 4 membet of the $Sanhedrin ho onelwould ¢ver havelbeen sentenced to death.TJob came
with! thelargument! that Jeverythinglis'in' thelhands of heaven, evenl fear of heaven. TR [LAkiba sawl how! therelwere o
sins tregistered against anyl person evenlin' thel present. Hel could seel ¢learlythow Godlis always in ¢omplete accord
withhumanity.[(Mei Hashiloach Vol 1. K7 Thzsa)
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Mishnal6
Three mothers AM”Sh (Alef;, Meml and Shin), He carved them, hewed them, combined
them! and formed with! them! three_ mothers_ inl the year, three in the. world andl three inl the
soul, maleland female.

1 mawn
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Carved.them: Seclabovel (Ch/[1/ Mishna 9 ¢it/loc Carved with) Carvinglis' connected with thel Sephira of Malkhut ]

Sovereignty. Carving byl $craping furrows_and. grooves_in somethingf likel a blockl of stone, inl suchl & tway! that the

carving] itselfl needsl tol bel Weryl carefullyl done.[Thislis 4 largel part of thel mysteryl bfl thel Sephira of Ma/kbut1]
Sovereignty.
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Hewed: $ec above, (Chl1/Mishna 9it.Joc Carved with[ Alsolseel Ch. 11 Mishnal 2l ¢it.loc.[Carved) It was_explained

atl lengthl howt hewinglis_onlyt donelinl order tol temovel material altogether. Not likel thel block beingf carved to show

writing ot 4l picture whichlhas tol bel donelWwith! particularity, but/likelal ¢istern being{ hollowed in" any! whichl tvay to

create emptiness, thel manner ofl thel karvingf beingf of hol particularl moment/ This resembles_thel preparation of

Abrahaml forf thel birth' ofl everlasting] $eed (Isaac) throughl thel hewingf awaylifl thel forel skin/ This is thel Sephira of
Yesod TFundament.

.DIHED 03 ,9PIEDRD 193 755 5 IMH DEVE 1975 "B IDIHI BE (75 D"T) '3 MLV '3 PID D5 PID 15X .67

Combined them:[Seel above (Ch. 11 Mishnal 2/ ¢it. loc. Refined) fort a fullet explanation  ofl thelword a2 1L T7oref
Refining/Therelit was[$aid that it tefers_tolthe process_of beingl madelinto alvessel inwhich toltefineldesires. Thislis
the Sphiral of Tifferet[IGlory.
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Formed_ with them: Sec_hbove (Ch.LI1. Mishnal Pl ¢itloc/ Formed Iwith) Therelis3wasl explained that eachl ofl the
letters ¢ontains diametriclopposites, theyl¢an beliised to ¢ut sharplyl drlheal gentlylat the samel time. This is theldspect
ofimalelandlfemalelapplying toleverylletter.
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Threel motherslin thel year, threelin the[world and threelin| thel soul:"After explaining| thelthreel concepts_of

World/Yeattand[Soulindividually' they drel¢xplained simultaneously. Which[is tolsay  therel exists a heaven and ¢arth
with[air tippingf thebalancelin the[Yeatas'well as in thelsoul ofl tnan and swoman.[Therelis hottand ¢oldwith fullness

Sefer Yetzira& Commentary © 2007 J. Hershy Worch. Published by the WWW.OPENY ESHIVA.COM (page 42)


http://WWW.OPENYESHIVA.COM

YRR orphmyThe

Mishnal7
Helenthroned Alef overi breathland tied it a_ crown, combining/ them withl onelanother and,
from them, formingl Air'in/ thelworld, fullnesslin/ thelyear, and thorax/in thelbody, male and
female.[ Malelwithl AM”Shl (Alef Mem! Shin) and female/ with' ASh”M! (Alef Shin Mem)

TR
AR 9517 1apa 757 woia mn” mawa 1’ abwya R IR 81 AT AT 1DN2Y N0 1 WPt mn2 AbN Trhnn
1 |
MR AP

Mishnal 8
Helenthroned Meml overi water andl tied it a ¢crown, combining' them!with  one another and,
from them, forming/ Earthlin thelworld, ¢old in  thelyear, and abdomenlin the/body, male
and female. Malelwithl MA”Shl (Mem![ Alef Shin) and femalelwith MSh”Al(Mem( Shin Alef)

'n I
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tipping thel balancel between! themlin thelYear[asiwell as in thel Soul 6f tnanlandiwoman.Therelis head andlabdomen
with! thorax! tipping thelbalancebetween! themlinl thel[World as well ds/inl thel Year.
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Airin thelworld:[ Through Moses_outf Teachet! who  ¢nthroned Godlinl thelhollowt ofl thel World. (prefacel to Mishna
6lcit/Toc. Moses)
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Fullnesslin thelyear:{ Through Isracl wholénthronelGod inl the hollow of thel Year! (prefacel tolMishnal 6 ¢it. Toc. It s
written)
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Thorax in thel soul:/ Through R [ Akibal whol¢nthroned God in thelhollowlof thelbody. (preface toMishnal 6. cit. loc.
R/ Akiba)
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Malel with. MA”Shl (Meml Alef Shin) and female with. MSh” Al (Meml Shin[ Alef): A/f is Ruach 1]
Breath. Mendand Shin swap_malelandl female toles. Ment [\ ater [lmalel rules Shir [IFirel female,in A/ef,
Mendand ShinlIAnd thel opposite. ShirllIFirellllfemale tules Menz[IWated limalelin Alef] Shin and Men.

D3P D3 :073 PIR .74

Earthlin[the[World:[.e [female
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Mishnal9
Helenthroned Shin over fireland tiedlit al crown, combining' them/with' one another and,
from them, forminglheaven in the world, heat in the year, and headlin the[body, male and
female. Malelwithl ShM” Al (Shin Mem/ Alef) and female with ShA”M! (Shin/ Alef Mem)

v "IN
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Coldlin thelyear: Neither male hor female.
D5 D3 :wbia 03 .76
Abdomenlin thesoul:{Male.
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Malel with. MA”Shl (Mem![ Alef Shin)_and female with. MSh” Al (Meml Shinl Alef): Men/is water. Shinand Alef
swaplmaleland femaleltoles. AzfIBreath tules ShinllFirellfemalelin Mem, Alefand Shin Shinl[Firelllfemale tules
AleflIBreathlin Mens, Shin and Alef.

75f D3 :071v3 oW .78
Heavenlin/the world:[Male.
D35 H51951 b5 "D w3 oIn .79
Heat inlthe thelyear! Neitherimalelnos female.
D3P) N3 :wbdia WX .80

Head inl the soul: Female.
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Malel with ShM”A[(Shin Mem[ Alef)_and femalelsvith ShA”M[ (Shin/ Alef Mem): ShilIFire. Alef and Mendswap

maleland femaleltoles.[Mew [[Water llinale, tules Alefin Shin, Meniand Alef. AlefBreath tules MeniIWater male/in
Shin Alefand Men.
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End thelthird chapter
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