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See I put before you today, the blessing and curse.

‘What this means 1s that it 1s from God. Because the nature of a person is to moan and complain at
God when he 1s 1n trouble, ‘O God, what have You done to me?’ but when God sends the flow of
bounty and abundance, no one can see that it comes from God. We are more inclined to say
(Deut. 8:19) ‘It 1s my strength and power that do all this greatness’. So God shows us “Look and
see. I am the One who puts before you the blessing and the Curse, everything 1s from God.”
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See I put before you today, the blessing and curse.

What this means 1s wherever God wants to bestow a blessing upon a person, He first dresses it in
clothing that makes it look the opposite so that through the person’s actions whereby they prove
themselves, they bring to light the goodness hidden in the depths. Thereby it takes on the name
“the work of your hands”
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The blessing that you will ...

What this means 1s that if a blessing comes to someone, he will know that he has fulfilled the fill of
God and 1if something bad happens he will know the opposite, that he has obviously transgressed
against a commandment even though it 1s not obvious to the eye that he has done so. That 1s the
blessing.
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Be careful lest you sacrifice your burnt offerings... but only to the place... etc

The reason why the text uses a double cautioning expression of “be careful lest” 1s because a burnt
offering refers to something a person does from which he has no benefit himself. Because a burnt
offering 1s completely consumed and dedicated to God from which the owner has no profit. Such

an act 1s forbidden unless it 1s for God.
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But only to the place that God will choose

This 1s where a person can learn how to pray to God. As we learn in the Talmud (Berachot 28b) a
person should direct his heart towards the Holy of Holies. What this means 1s that when a person
wants to pray he should first look at whether the thing he 1s praying for 1s the will of God. Thus 1s
the meaning of the phrase “direct his heart towards the Holy of Holies”. And this 1s how a person
can know that he 1s praying for the will of God if he sees that his heart 1s filled with prayer and his
lips are dripping with entreaty. Then he understands that it comes from God, as was explained
the chapters previous. This 1s what King David meant when he said (1 Chronicles 17:25) “you have
uncovered the ear of your servant, therefore your servant found prayer before you.”
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‘When God expands your borders etc and you say, “let us eat meat” etc., whenever your soul
desires you can eat meat.

The point 1s it does not say “when you cross your borders”, but rather “when your borders
expand” because the truth is from the name of God (the Tetragrammaton) which is to say from
God’s point of view, in that He chose Israel, there are no boundaries. It 1s permitted to expand
mto all desires and all pleasures. From the name Adonai, however, which is to say from the
person’s recognition of boundaries and the extent of his capabilities, this 1s where all the
boundaries begin. Knowing up to this point 1s permitted and beyond and further it 1s forbidden. So
as much as a person finds in himself the ability to worship to that same extent the person can
expand and allow himself to enjoy the pleasures.
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This 1s the meaning of the verse “when God expands your boundaries” because at first when a
person enters upon a path of worship it 1s forbidden for him to expand because 1f he expands too
much, he can (God forbid) lose his fear of God. But when a person’s desire for worship grows and
his fear of God grows then he 1s permitted to expand more than he 1s worshipping and this 1s the
meaning of the phrase “when God expands...” meaning God will give you strength to worship so
much that all the boundaries will be removed and disappear from you. And so you will be able
even to eat meat and not trespass any boundaries.
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God will give you mercy and have mercy on you.

After the Torah tells us the commandment to destroy the city of idolaters and to kill everyone 1n it,
which appears to the eye to be horribly brutal and vengeful, the Torah then tells us God will give
you mercy and be merciful that through doing the commandments of God you will become
ifused with the characteristic of mercy and that you will be merciful where mercy 1s appropriate.
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You shall surely tithe all the increase ... You shall eat before the Lord your God, in the place... the
tithe of your grain... that you may learn to fear the Lord your God...

It 1s from this ritual eating that fear of heaven comes mnto a person’s heart. Because, usually when
one 1s 1n a familiar place it 1s easy to maintain one’s serenity, while increasingly difficult to maintain
1t in a strange situation. But that i1s not what God wants from us. God commands us not to
distinguish in our minds among the different places, but rather to allow ourselves to be drawn
perpetually to follow God’s will, everywhere n full knowledge and with a whole mind.
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Count seven weeks for yourselves from when you first put the sickle to the standing grain ....

From when you first put the sickle to the standing grain means that before a person begins to go
out to conquer he needs serenity, peace of mind and tremendous calculation. For that 1s the
meaning of the metaphor of seven weeks. Seven times seven refers to something which has been
refined and distilled, as it 1s written (Psalms 12:8) ..a s silver refined in a crucible, purified seven
times.
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And you will rejoice before God your Lord etc ... and the widow among you

With all other festivals the Torah tells us “and the widow in your Gates” but here it says among
you, [inside you] Because this festival is the festival of Shavuot which celebrates the giving of the
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Torah. And, as it is written in the Talmud (Nedarim 81a) “Be especially careful with the sons of
the poor for it is from them that the Torah comes.”
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And you will eat there before God your Lord and you will rejoice in everything to which you set
your hand. You and your household with what God has blessed you.
This refers to the Tabernacle in Shiloh.
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Then the text continues,
Because until now you have not come to the resting place and to the inheritance etc.

After that it 1s written "...and you will rejoice before God your Lord, you and your sons and
daughters and your slaves and maidservants. About which we learn in the Talmud (Sanhedrin 20b)
that this refers to Jerusalem.
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About Shiloh it does not say " slaves and maidservants". It 1s only after 1t 1s written "and 1t will be the
place" which refers to Jerusalem that the Torah says you will rejoice ... slaves and maidservants.
Because ‘slaves and maidservants’ 1s a metaphor for physicality and carnality. That even they will
be filled with amazing holiness.
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This was only brought about by king David. That through his actions even physical and carnal was
transformed and purified.
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This 1s the meaning of the verse II Samuel 6:20 "Michal, daughter of Saul, went out to meet David.

She said, ‘How honored today is the king of Israel who was revealed this day to the eyes of his
maidservants and slaves’ etc. And David said to Michal ‘Before God, who chose me over your
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father and all his house, to appoint me ruler etc. and with these maidservants about whom you
spoke, with them I will be glorified.'

‘What this means, 1s that King David was pointing out to her that ‘this precisely 1s my honor and my
glory; that 1t 1s written about me n the Torah ‘your maidservants’. This 1s my essential greatness
and my raison d’etre.
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