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Moshe spoke to the heads of the tribes of the children of Israel saying this 1s the word that God

commanded.

In the Sifr1 we learn: All the prophets prophesied using the expression “Thus spoke God.” Moses
added to that, for his prophecy began with the phrase “This 1s the word”. This word applies only to
this generation. Because all the prophets were on a mission to bring to Israel the words of their
prophecy, each in his time and season and each in proportion to his prophetic powers. And it
occurred to them n the spirit of their prophecy that the words of their current prophecy would last
for ever and for all eternity.
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The truth is, however, that there are changes in each generation and so Moses added to their
prophecies using the phrase “this 1s the word” because he understood how each word of prophecy
applies to a specific time and place. And he alone understood that prophecy is only temporary and
that after a ime God will govern in a different way. That 1s why in this chapter, dealing with vows,
Moses mtroduces it using the phrase: “this 1s the word”, because Moses 1s telling us that although
the laws governing vows apply to all generations, as the Talmud (Bava Batra, 120b) discovers,
“from the laws governing slaughtering outside the Temple”, nevertheless Moses uses the phrase
“this 1s the word”, because someone making an oath to avoid something only does so because by
their understanding they have come to realise that this particular thing will interfere with their
worship of God, and also understands that this particular thing is no good for him. Therefor
Moses begins these laws with the phrase “This 1s the word” because a person needs to understand
that 1t should only be forbidden to him temporarily.
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Because God has the power to give him the strength to receive and absorb and integrate all the
pleasures of the world and not be disconnected from the worship of God.
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A man who swears an oath ...

This 1s the meaning of the verse (Psalms 104:24) “How manifold are your works, O God, you
made them all with wisdom. The world is full of your creation.”
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Because the source for the concept of vows 1s already contained within the 613 commandments
which already imply all the boundaries and barriers around the commandments, whether they are
the urge to act upon positive commandments or the urge to refrain from acting so as not to break
one of the negative commandments. (Why, then, do we need vows?)
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The thing 1s that the 613 commandments are ubiquitous and apply accross the board at all times n
all places and to every person without exception or change at all.

On the other hand, there are things in the world that are forbidden only for a time and therefore if
someone understands that it 1s time to take upon himself or even upon the whole generation a
prohibition, and to make a fence for the time being, it has to be understood that it can never be
more than a rabbinical prohibition and a fence. That i1s why we are given the chapter dealing with
vows, so that every fence 1n its time (f 1t 1s a necessary one) will be included mn the biblical words of
the Torah. And it will be for that time a biblical prohibition
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Because when it 1s needed it truly becomes one of the 613 commandments given to Moses,
differing only in that the vows are temporary things. That 1s why when a person makes a vow, in
order to make himself a fence, he is completing the Torah as we learn in the Talmud (Shabbat
119D), “Whoever recites the phrases of Genesis chapter 2 verses 1-3, and heaven and earth were
finished..., it 1s as though he becomes a partner with God in the creation of the world.” Because
the purpose of the creation of the world was in order to praise God and so when each person
stands to give praise and thanks for creation, he 1s finishing it and it 1s as though he becomes a
partner. And so similarly, when a person makes a fence and a vow for a time, he 1s completing the
glory of the Torah.
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This 1s the meaning of the verse from Psalms quoted above, “How manifold are your works o
God, you made them all with wisdom. The world is full of your creation.” because even now the
world 1s being filled at every moment with creation, meaning the finishing of the Torah. The
finishing of the Torah 1s brought about with the creation of boundaries and fences around biblical
prohibitions
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Avenge the vengeance of the children of Israel from the Midianites, and then you will be gathered
to your people.

Midian 1s a metaphor for illusion. Because Moshe 1s referred to as the Chokmah Wisdom of all
Israel, as 1s explained above in the chapter dealing with the olive oil. So God tells Moshe that
when illusion 1s removed from the hearts of the people then Moses’ job will be over. Because
people will no longer need to use Chokmah Wisdom to understand through their wisdom what

the will of God is. Because even without knowing what they are doing, whatever direction they take
will be the will of God.
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And they gathered upon Midian.

The word used here in the text is “vayitzbe u”, which 1s cognate with the word “etzbah” meaning
finger. Because each of the warriors had to be focused like someone pointing a finger. As has been
said, every Jew received the Torah equally and 1s commanded to observe. But it happens that
sometimes, because of the power of paganism, the evil desire comes into the heart of the Jew and
from each of the pagan nations the desire reflects that nation. The Jew has to guard himself
appropriately, and put fences up around the evil desire emanating from that nation, more than for
other Torah commandments, in order not to stumble.

Here, also, Moses chose special men to make war against Midian and picked out those who could
withstand the desires of Midian.
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The word “vayitzbe t” also means host, referring to a group under one flag. Because all those who
were chosen to make war on the Midianites were outstanding men, chosen for their character and
for being able to withstand the desires of the Midianites.
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And Moses grew angry, etc... saying “Behold these are the very ones who were for Israel a
stumbling block etc... in the matter of Peor.”

It was here that Moses showed Pinchas that he was prone to make the exact same mistake that
Zamr1 and all those who died because of Peor, had made. Their mistake had been that they saw
that each of these souls had holiness in them, and, as Zimri argued, (Sanhedrin 82a) “who
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permitted the daughter of Jethro to you?” His argument was that just as Moses understood that
Tzipporah belonged to him, he (Zimri) understands that Cozbi belongs to him. As the Ari
explains, she was the reincarnation of Dinah and he of Shechem. Then Pinchas saw his mistake,
and killed him, as was explained there, because, in this world, this 1s not the way God has chosen.
Here, Moshe shows Pinchas that again, now, they made the same mistake i allowing the women
of Midian to live because they found favour in their eyes, and mistakenly they thought that they can
be brought into holiness. The only difference was that in this case, no one had acted it out,
physically, and Pinchas really thought that it 1s permissible to keep them alive.
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Only Moses understood that at the deepest level, they are forbidden, and Moses showed Pinchas
that even at the story of Peor those men had thoguht that these souls are permitted. Because the
truth is, they had some sort of connection to these souls.
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These are the journeys of the Children of Israel etc... and Moses recorded their origins on their
journeys at the word of God. And these are their journeys and origins.

The reason why this verse says "and Moses recorded their origins on their journeys" and then later
it says "and these are their journeys and origins" 1s as follows: In the 42 journeys recorded here,
there are included all the challenges and triumphs of every Jewish soul. From God's point of view,
all creatures are equal and share the same levels and potential because all of them from small to
great, have their existence from the divine essence of God. However, God made different
challenges and paths open to people so that each one can have their own unique and particular
story and so every individual has, through his acts i this life, the right to triumph over their own
challenges, beyond and above that of their neighbor in a particular respect. Everyone has the
chance to be a leader.
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Therefore the text begins, "at the word of God, their origins to their journey" because from God's
point of view, no one is better than anyone else. Everyone's existence 1s from God's divine essence
and so no one person takes precedence over any other, but everyone chooses what they want from
life. Because when we left Egypt, the salvation had the quality of skipping from mountain to
mountain. As the Arizal (R. Isaac Luria) describes it, God did not look at the deserving or other
qualities at all. Because there were arguments against the qualities of the Jewish People as we learn
in the Midrash (Numbers Rabbah 23:2) "these are pagans, and these are pagans'. Nevertheless,
God 1n his great mercy redeemed them because from God's point of view it 1s clear and
transparent that all Jews cleave unto God.
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‘What the journeys succeeded i doing was to give each mdividual the opportunity to make 1t
transparent to every eye that at their source, they are completely pure. Therefore, it says "at the
word of God" meaning from God's point of view. First their origins at which they are given grace,
and favor in God's eyes and then their journey, meaning that it becomes clear that they are good at
the source. Afterwards, however, when looking from the human point of view, the text says "and
these are their journeys from their origins" because from a person's point of view, he only comes
upon the good through his acts and challenges.
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And they journeyed from Mount Shafer and camped in Charrada.

At any time a person 1s in doubt in what direction God's will points, then the best advice 1s to make
himself boundaries. Not to act. This 1s the meaning "and they camped in Charrada". Charrada
means fear. Through the fear that a person has or because of this fear, it i1s better to make camp

and to be passive such as now when we are sworn not to push the end and not to force the Messiah
(Talmud Ketubot 111a).
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And they journeyed from Charrada and camped in MakHeilot.

What his means 1s that when God wants to gather us together he will put boldness in their hearts
and the fear will be gone. If only it would happen swiftly in our days.
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The reason there is no prince mentioned with either the tribes of Judah, Simeon or Benjamin, is
because these tribes had such powerful live for one another, and because their princes had such
profound connection with their tribes, they could not really be called princes. Because they didn’t
rule over them. Therefore the Talmud (Sota 42a) says "neither Judah over Simeon, nor Simeon
over Benjamin" because these tribes loved one another so much.
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Yes, the tribe of the children of Joseph speaks rightly.

Although the argument of the children of Josef looks to be a petty one (God forbid) because they
seem to be msisting that a very small plot of land belonging to their tribe, not be lost. However, the
land of Israel 1s a metaphor for the World to Come where everything 1s very particularized, down
to the smallest microscopic detail, because now in this world God has commanded us to be
profligate, and give charity. For nobody knows what the portion of a person really 1s. But in the
future, every person will be burnt and scorched, if he tries to enter his neighbor's chuppah, which
does not belong to him. And here, in the distribution and division of the land of Israel, it was a
metaphor for the world to come and so they were very particular and careful.
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Yes, the tribe of the children of Joseph speak rightly.

This 1s the reason that the very final chapter of the Torah deals with this 1ssue that only applies for
the shortest time, it 1s to show the Jewish people, as the verse says, "it 1s not by bread alone that a
person lives, but upon every utterance of the mouth of God that man lives."

Bread refers to the general rules governing the Torah. Rules that apply across the board at all imes
to every person without distinction or change. These are the 613 commandments. But the main
thing 1s to understand in the Torah itself, all the time, what 1s God's will at this time and this place.
It 1s from the Torah that the light comes into the heart of the Jewish People whence they are given
to understand the true depth of God's will for that moment. This 1s why this chapter 1s written here
after the Torah 1s finished. It is to give us to understand that from the Torah, come details
applicable to every time and place and all the words of the Torah are bits of advice given to a
person, with which to find God's will now and act upon it.

That 1s why this chapter, whose subject 1s purely temporary, 1s written here at the end of the Torah.
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They journeyed from Rithma and camped in Rimon Peretz.

Now, after the episode of the spies when the mind of Israel felt very vulnerable and weak, they
camped in Rimon Peretz. Because God put tremendous vigor and self confidence into their
hearts, for the Rimon/Pomegranate hints at self confidence, for, as the talmud states, (EEruvin 19a)
Even the wickedest Jew 1s filled with virtues like a pomegranate 1s filled with seeds.
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And you will drive out all the dwellers in the Land from before you and you will destroy all
their temples and all their graven images will you destroy...

It refers to all their diversity and variety.

And you will drive out all the dwellers in the Land is similar to the expression used in
describing the destruction of the Earth during the Great Deluge, where the phrase “with the
Earth” is understood to mean that 12 inches of the top soil was destroyed in the flood. To the
depths of the plough.
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Here when thr Israelites were inheriting the land they were also inheriting the powers that the
indegenous inhabitants had in the earth itself. s we learn in the Talmud, (Shabbat 85a) the
“Inhabitants of the Land” because they really understood how to make the Land a habitat. The
Chorite because they used to smell the earth. the Chivite because the used to taste the earth.
Because they had tremendous power of habitating the land and this is the power that the Jews
were about to inherit.
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The difference being, that when the power exists among the nations it only exists in the earthy
clothing, but when it comes to the Jews it comes all inclusive within the holiness.
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