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sk sk sk sk sk sk ook sk sk sk sk sk sk skoskoskoskosk ok

And it will be, finally, that you will listen to these commands

We in the Midrash (Genesis Rabba 42:3) that whenever a chapter begins with the Hebrew word,
V'haya - ‘And it will be’, it 1s a promise of joy. The second Hebrew word of the chapter 1s Likev -
‘finally’. Because, in the future, God will be revealed in sight of the whole world, and every Jew will
be able to see that there never existed a single Commandmet without a reason and purpose. It is
only right now that fulfilling them 1s burdensome because we don’t understand the deep benefits to
be found mside them, and they appear as statutes without rhyme or reason, making them feel
onerous and challenging.
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But once it becomes clear that everything happened with exactitude in order to benefit the Jewish
People - that nothing was without a purpose, (Psalms 126:2) ‘then our mouths will be filled with
laughter’ and we will be in Joy.
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And it will be, finally, that you will listen...

We learn in the Midrash (Deut Rabbah 3:1) Halacha - this 1s the law. A Jew who has a menorah
made of sections; 1s he allowed to move it on the Sabbath? This 1s what our sages taught: He who
joins the arms of the menorah by accident must bring an ‘accidental sin’ offering. Under what
section of the law 1s he guilty? Rabbi Abuhu in the name of Rabbi Yochanan said, ‘whoever
assembles a menorah on the Sabbath 1s like someone who builds on Sabbath, and whoever builds
on Sabbath 1s guilty of a transgrssion.

What 1s the connection between this Halacha and our portion?
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The connection 1s this: The prohibition against moving a menorah stems from concern lest the
person transgress the prohibition against building. Because when he moves the menorah, the
sections from which it 1s assembled tighten themselves through his movement of them. And he will
have transgressed the prohibition against building, since the prohibition against building 1s not
quantified. It 1s therefore forbidden in the shightest degree. And it 1s impossible to measure an
amount of building.
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Now, if a person complains that God comes against his creatures, God forbid, with unfair
demands, because He gave them commandments that are impossible to fulfill because they are
unquantifiable, the Midrash addresses that with the following, saying: “Where did the Jewish
people successfully observe Sabbath? Only on that very the first occasion, when it was given to
them in Olush, as it is written (Exodus, 16:30) And the people rested and made Shabbes. And lest
you say that God i order to hurt you. No, it 1s not so. The Sabbath was only given you for your
benefit.”
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What the Midrash 1s teaching us 1s that even the successful observance of a Commandment 1s
something that 1s solely in the hands of God. Only when God gives the person strength 1s it
possible for him to observe any Commandment. Since by all that 1s human, it would be impossible
to imagine how the Jews could have observed that very first Sabbath in all its myriad detail without
practice and without being used to it, at once and on the very first time. Is 1t possible that not one
Jew transgressed from one small law? And yet, the Torah bears witness about all the Jewish people
that there was not one transgression. This 1s the proof, that God completes and finishes it for us,
and that all our actions receive a positive interpretation. This 1s the meaning of the verse, And 1t
will be, finally that you will listen, because in the end, God will demonstrate clearly how all the
Jewish people followed His sacred desire.
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Offspring of your cattle This refers to that place where a person acts unconsciously, as though
without awareness. Even there, God will agree to make it good.

.230Y 773p7 02307 712 03 1T INRYD NYT 92 AWIY DIRAW DIPR 107 . PEIR 1w

st sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk sk skeosk sk skok skok

If you say in your heart, many are the nations, etc. Do not be afraid of them. How can there be a
prohibition against something that happens mvoluntarily, without a person wanting it - to
command, ‘do not be afraid’ - how can one command the heart not to be afraid? It 1s like this: a
person's actions reveal what 1s inside his heart. And through the fulfillment of the commandments
it becomes transparent the deepest depths of a person's heart. So, for example, a man who refuses
dominion over his friend even if he can dominate him. This 1s proof that he fears God.
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And again, 1f a person will beautify a mitzvah by spending one third more than he can afford as our
sages have explained, this 1s proof (Baba Kama 9b) that he loves God from the deepest depths of
his heart and not just an outside veneer.
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And that 1s the meaning of the commandment here. God warns us to banish illusion from the
heart of the Jew, because really in the deepest depths of the heart of the Jew, there 1s tremendous
confidence, but 1n order to access the confidence, we have to banish the illusion. Because the truth
15, God takes no pleasure in our fear of the illusory. As it 1s written in Isaiah (45:19), "I did not say
to the seed of Jacob, Go into a waste land to make request of Me." Waste land (hebrew tohu)
refers to fear of the illusory.
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A person has to know that there 1s a God who governs the world, whose desire it 1s that His
creatures live in serenity. And when God commanded us not to be afraid He meant not to be
afraid of the illusory. This will be explained later in Deuteronomy (20:1), in the verse “‘When you
see horses and chariots and a great host of people’.
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Do not say, etc... by my righteousness God has brought me to inherit this land, and through the
wickedness of the nations, etc because it is not your righteousness and your straight heart that you
come to inherit their land, but rather with the wickedness of these nations, etc.

At the beginning of the text it appears that ¢ zs not because of the wickedness of the nations, and
from the end of the text it would appear that the wickedness of the nations s responsible for our
mheritance. The meaning 1s this: in fact, God chose Israel regradless of their deeds, as it 1s written
(Malachi 1:2), "For Esau and Jacob were brothers, and I loved Jacob and I hated Esau." And also
m Egypt there was that accusation against Israel, as we learn in the Midrash (Leviticus Rabbah
23:2) "these are pagans and these are pagans.” Nevertheless God chose Israel because they are a
portion of God above, in their deepest depths and at their source. As we learn (Deut 32:9)
"because God's portion 1s His people."
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And as we find that God commanded the destruction of the seven nations, which appears to be
cruel, ruthless, unrelenting (God Forbid). And we find God hates those nations who are cruel, and
ruthless and unrelenting. So it would appear from here, that this very thing which among the
nations 1s considered evil 1s good for Israel, because God bears witness about everything that it 1s
His desire.
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This 1s the meaning of the phrase "for with the wickedness of the nations', because it 1s with this
very thing by which they are considered wicked and evil to God, with this very thing you Jewish
people are called “Who do my will’. And, the text continues, the proof of this 1s that it 1s not with
your righteousness, and not with the wickedness of the nations, does God bring you there. Rather,
without any reason, God desires you. Because even when you do the same deeds as they do, God
still desires you. That explains the second part; because of the wickedness of the nations. The
word "because" means precisely! This 1s the reason! Because you are God's portion and whatever
you do, God agrees and makes it good.
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Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God want from you but to fear God...

We learn in the Talmud (Berachoth 32b) What, is fear of God such an insgnificant thing? Yes, for
Moses it was a small thing. An example: Someone 1s asked for a larg vessel, if he has it he
considers 1t an insignificant thing, but if he 1s asked for a small vessel but does not have it, he
considers it a large vessel.
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Now, on the face of it the Talmud does not make sense, why does it compare fear of God to a
vessel, small or great? The reason is as follows. Fear of God 1s like bread or the basic on which a
person’s subsistence depends. Now 1f we are talking about a pauper we can analogize his poverty,
saying, ‘he 1s short of even a loaf of bread to eat.” But of we are talking about a rich man we can’t
use the same analogy, saying, ‘he has lots of bread to eat,” because bread , being as it 1s such a
staple of life, cannot be used to describe wealth and abundance. In this case we would have to use
a different metaphor, saying e.g. the wealthy man has many delicacies and delights.
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This 1s the reason the Talmud used the metaphor of being asked for the large vessel, saying, if he
has it he considers it an msignificant thing. Because a whole person; someone who has evolved
spiritually 1s never praised with the basic foear of God, because it 1s so basic and such a staple
spiritual need, 1t 1s almost the first tool anyone requires on their spiritual journey. As it 1s written
(Psalms 111:10) The beginning of wisdom 1s fear of God.
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But in describing an inferior person we use the metaphor, saying, they don’t even have fear of
God. In which case 1t would be considered a large vessel in that context, because fear of God 1s as
mmportant as that loaf of bread on which a person’s life depends.
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You were rebels with God.
‘What this teaches us is that even when you are rebels, you are still with God. That you were always
cleaving to God's will.
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