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M oses and Aharon came to Pharaoh and said to him, “ So says God, L ord of the Hebrews,
Let My peoplego. For if you refuseto send out My people... in order that you tell you
children and your children’s children of the mockery | made of Egypt... Behold tomorrow |
will bring locusts...”

The way Moses understood of his own accord to warn Pharaoh that the next plague was to be the
plague of Locusts, although he had not been told to warn him about locusts, was this. Moses
understood from God's phrasing, to tell Pharaoh that “1 will put al these My signsinto him, in
order that you tell you children and your children’s children...” In particular, from the use of the
word into him, hinting at a plague stemming from him himself. Asit is written, (Isaiah 19:2) |
will fight Egypt in/with Egypt. Meaning that they will fight themselves.
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Thisis also the meaning of the phrase, of the mockery | made of Egypt, because this plague
was so obviously supernatural and miraculous. It was about this aspect that God predicted we
would tell our children and children’s children. Thisis what gave Moses to understand that it
was to be a plague of locusts and nothing else, because locusts have good manners asiit is written
(Proverbs 30:27) Locusts have no king but go forth in great assembly.

The meaning of this verse is, because locusts have great unity and amity they do not need a king.
The requiremnet for a monarch springs out of the necessity for a single source of authority,
leadership and decision, because without it there is no unity of purpose or action among people.
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Locusts are unique in thisthat there is no competition among them, and so they require no king
or queen. Now, once Moses was given to understand that the Egyptians were going to fight with
themselves and hate each other, he understood that this would be brought about through the
plague of Locusts, that these species would be brought to make war with Egypt. Because the
Egyptian way of doing thingsisin direct contrast to the locust nature.
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The Egyptians were to learn that even those whom they trusted never to betray them or hate them
would turn and abandon them.
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There was pitch-black darkness.

The midrash (Exodus Rabbah 14:3) says, Why did God bring the darkness upon them? Because
there were the wicked of that generation who did not want to leave Egypt, who died in the three
days of darkness.
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The meaning is this. The reason why the patriarchs are called patriarchs is because none of their
thoughts were accidental, but sprung from the source of Life itself. Not a single one of their
thoughts was merely a passing thought, but had significance, giving birth. None were lost.
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Every thought gave hirth to souls, even if it was only after many generations.

,NI797 1790 InRY AR NIWDI IRX DNIAWNN 5om1

Now, one of the tests our patriarch Abraham had to pass, was the rescue of his nephew Lot after
he was captured by the Four Kings (Genesis Cap. 14). Abraham chased them and won Lot’s
freedom after waging battle with the kings. But Abraham was doubtful from the outset asto
whether he should go to war to save Lot at al? He only went after God enlightened him. telling
him he needsto go to the rescue to save the two ‘doves who were to be born from Lot, asis well
known. (Ruth the Moabite, great grandmother of King David, and Na ama the Amonite, wife of
King Solomon)

7y ,8Y OX 1772 OR ppIon 17 [17° NwKIa] ©¥3%nn oy anbaRy 17791 0% R 2RAY Tenw 11oITa TIm
,Y1773 N1 NIT7ID PN P7%1% TR 0 00 AITW 11730 19 TR

However, from these thoughts of Abraham’s not to give chase, souls were also born who would,
when the moment came for action, decide upon a plan of inaction. Their nature told them it
would be best not to make war upon Egypt at this time, that there was a better way.
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Now it became apparent that Abraham’s thoughts had gone through a process of Birrur -
assaying, proving that these thoughts had come from God, too. And now, al of them died in the
three days of darkness.
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The three final plagues described in this week’s portion, Locusts, Darkness and the Slaying of
thr Firstborn correspond to (Proverbs 8:13) Fear of God hates wickedness: Pride, Conceit and
Evil ways.

T IR ORI ¥ DRIW 7 OR[N “Hwmn] 731 077 .N77102 Non SJWN 2R LDRTT 77702W N1on nwbwn
L¥3 7371 .72 IRA] .97

Plague of L ocusts corresponds to Evil ways. Evil ways refers to meanness, avarice, greed and
willfulness in matters of eating and physical pleasures. Corresponding to this they were given
the.
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Plague of Darkness corresponds to Conceit. Conceit is the when someone acts superciliously
with someone before whom he ought to be yielding. This is meaning of the verse (Proverbs
20:20) Whoever curses his father or his mother, hislamp shall be put out in blackness of
darkness.

Because the truth is that although a person need only hearken to God, because, when al is said
and done he only owes a small portion of allegiance to his father and mother. Nevertheless, when
his parents are trying to guide himin the ways of God, a person hasto be extremely attentive to
them and yield to them. The conceit refered to here is the unwillingness to yield. For which it is
said, His lamp will be put in balckness of darkness.
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The Slaying of the Firstborn corresponds to Pride. Pride is when a person in himself is
haughty and supercilious, giving himself more credit than is his due. The Slaying of the Firstborn
is appropriate because the concept of the firstborn is that quality of specialness which he thinks
he has.
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Gatherlhindgetourselvesheep.

ThelMidrashl(ExoduslRabbahll 6:2) says,iGatherlyourlhandslfromvorshippinglidols,fandlget
yourselveslhlsheeploflMitzvah.

Ithsbwrittend(Proverbsll 5:19)[Thelwayloflthelkluggardlshsthoughthedgedbylthorns,[butlthelpath
oflthelluprightliskkmooth.
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Thelwayloflthelkluggard,imeansfhlpersonlwholrefrainsfromidoingllevillandthinkingbadlthoughts
andlhavinglevilldesires,levenlthoughlheldoesn’tldolitforllovelofiGodbutlbe causeloflhislazylnature.
Forlexample [ifthelunderstandslthatltheselpursuitstarelprofitlesslorlforlsomelotherlreasonlrefrains
fromlthem,lndhotloutloflallovelotflGod,thislshlpathlbesetlwithlthorns.[Becauselthelhumanlheart
canlheverlbelemptyllorldevoidioflthoughtslandldesires,levenforfalimoment.
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[Andhifltheldoesn'tthavellustfullthoughtshinthistheartlthenlhistheartlislikelyltolbelfilledbwithlragelor
somethinglklse.[Andkolhispathwaylislhlwayskurrounded(bylthorns.[Becauselhislwayhlways
requireslkelflideniallandidifficultichoices,andnolkoonerldoesthelovercomelanyloflhislcharacter
defectslinforderltolworshiplGod,lwhenllanotherlcharacterldefectlappearsitherelin(litsiplace.
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Butlthelwaylofltheliighteouslislkmooth,becauseltheylturnfawaylfromlthingsibecauseloflthenflovelof
God.IThatlmakeshsmoothpathltolgood.[Becauselwhenlthelevillislremovedifromlthelheart,lwhat
remainslislloveloflGod.0Solthellevillisihotlre place diwithlsomethingllequallylbad.
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The Gematrial(Numericallvalue)loflthe[Hebrewlword Mishchu IGatherfisB66.B65korrespondlo
thelldaysloflthelsolarlcalendar,landlonelcorrespondsltolGodiwholridestuponthemlall.0Similarly,
wheneverlwelfindthe[Hebrewlvord Ozlmeaninglfthen’linflverse tlkignifiesltheletter Alef (the
firstlletter)ridinglonthelletter Zayinl(seventhletter),lthelOnelrdinglonlthelkeven.
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Thisfslthelawlbflthe[Paschallbffering.

InltheMidrash(ExoduslRabball 9:2)wellearn.IT heltextluseshthelword ChukallStatutelinltalking
aboutlthe[[Paschallbfferingland ChukallStatutelinftalkinglaboutlthe[Red[Heifer.(Numbers[19:2)
Howlkcanlyoulltelllwhichlislthelgreater IBylnalogy,limagineltwolsimilarllookinglimatronswalking
together.ITheylhppearlidentical,lhowlcanlyoultelliwholislthelgreater?lObviously,thelonelwholis
escortedthomelbylherlcompanionlwholwalksbehindher,lislthelgreater.[SoltlisOwvithlthe[Paschal
offeringlandlthelRedHeifer.[Whichlislgreater,lllmightthavethoughtitlwaslthelRed[Heifer,Kor
withoutlitthonelwouldbelallowedtoleatlthePaschalloffering,faslitlishwritten,ibidll 7) [Andde tthem
takeloflthelashesfromlthelincineratedRedHeiferlforlthelpurificationloflthe TamehIlImpure.

Mei HaShiloach Trandation and Copyright
R. Mordechai Y osef Lainer of |zbicy J. Hershy Worch - 2007



Published Weekly! by Yeshivd Ateret ' Tzpvi 11 The \Openl [Yeshiva [T/Chicago, Illinois

Thereforelthel[Torahltellslus,I' ThislishthelawloflthePaschalloftering,letholstrangerlpartakeloflit.’
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Thelimeaninglislthis.[The Chuka [[StatuteloflPesachlicorrespondslitolthelfirstloflthe[T'en
Commandments,llam[thell.ordlyourlGod,lwhichlslthelsumloffalllthelpositivelCommandments[in
thellT'orah.[Whilelthe ChuckalllStatuteloflthe[RedHeiferlcorrespondsltolthelSecond
Commandment,lY oulkhalllhavelholotherlgodsibutiMe,lwhichlisithelsumUoflalllthelprohibitions[in
thellT'orah.
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Theltruthls,inlfact,Ithatlitloughtltolbelimpossiblelforlanyoneltolhchievelbuccessinlfulfillinglthelfrst
Commandment’slrequirementsiwithoutlfirstthavinglpurifiedtheirtheartloflthelprohibited,second
Commandmentlgods.[Aslwelknow,irstlonelislirstlobligedtofspurnevil’ landlonlylthenlfdoligood’.
ItlislonlylbecauselGodin[HislgreatlcompassionlprefacedlithelCommandment,[Ilamlthell.ordlyour
God,before,[Y oulkhalllhavelholotherlgodsbutMe [thatlanyonelcanworshiplatlthelevelloflthe
Commandment,[llamithell.ordlyourlGod.lOtherwiselholonelinlthelwholelworldiwouldlever
reachedlthellevelloflbeinglhbleltolworshiplGod.[Forlwholislthelpersonlwholcanlksay,lllhavelpurified
mylheartlofllallthelprohibitedthings?
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SolKingDavid,lhelpsalmistsaysl(Psalmsll 38:2)[Y oulhavelraisedlabovellllY oulName,IY our
sayings. AmirahlllSayingslhlwayslrefersltolgentle [whisperedlspeech.lForlGodbwilllshowlinlthelend
thatlthelheartsloflallJewswerelforeverlpurelandlinnocent.[That’slwhylDavidisaid[(ibid.) Mpraise
YourlName.IWhatlhellmeantvas[thathelwantsolgivelthankslforlthellremendouslcompassionlGod
showedluslbylgivingluslfirstithelCommandment,lllamlthell.ordlyourlGod,kolthatlhfterwardslitlcan
belldemonstratedlhowllpurelwelhrelinlrespe ctloflthelCommandmentihottolworshiplotherlgods.
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Now,[MoseslcorrespondsltolthelfirstiCommandment,llamlthellLordlyourlGod,lwhilelRabbilAkiba
b.Joseph,lcorrespondsltolthelsecondlCommandment,[notltolhavelotherlgods.IAnd, slishvell
known,hlllsoulslofllisraellhavelthenfroots,leachlindleveryoneloflthem,inlthellettersloflthe[Torah.
Now,lthelkoulloflMoseslkcorrespondeditolthelCommandment,lllamlthellLordlyourlGod,landlhis
businesslinlthisiworldiwastoldemonstratelGod’slunitylinlthelworld.[ThelsoulloflR.IAkiba
correspondedtolthelprohibition,Y oulkhalllhavelnolotherlgodsibutiMe,landlitsIbusinesslinlthis
worldvasltoldemonstratelthelpurity,landunsulliedistatelofltheJewishlheart,olpreventlitbeing
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corruptedibylevil;Twhichlalllcomesbeneathlthelrubriclof,lY oulkhalllhavelholotherlgodsibutiMe.
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AlllthelhewlboundarieshndfencesthatlR.[Akibalintroduced,lwerelalllincluded,ivhichlisltolsaythe
addedthem[hllltolthelprohibition,[Y oulkhalllhavelnolotherlgodsibutMe,becauseltheylarelhll
aspectslbflthelheedltolpurifylourselves.[Hencelhlllthelawslof Issurl&/HeterllIPasul&/Kosherll]
Tam’ ehl&U1 ahor,allloflthemlhavelthelkamelpurpose;iolkselectloutlthelevillfromthelgood.
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ThislexplainslthelstorylinlthelT'almud,(Menachothl29b)IR.0Y ehudahksaidinthelhameloflRav.
WhenlMoseslwentluplintolheaven(tolreceivelthe[T'orah) helfoundIGodikittinglandbindinglerowns
uponlthellettersloflthe[lAlefBeth].MHelhskedIGod,I'Wholishtforcinglchangestolthelkhapesiof
letterslinlY ourlownIT'orah?"

Godlreplied,I"Therelisllimanwholwilllcomelhafterlthelpassageloflmanyligenerations.[Hislhamelis
Akibalb.[Joseph,lwholislgoingltolexpoundlmoundsandimoundsloflawslfromleveryjotfandttlefof
thelletters."

Moseslhsked,I'Masterlofltheluniverse,lpleaselshowlhimltoline."
"Looklbehindlyou, TsaidiGod.
Moseslwentlandkatlatlthelbackloflthelklass,Ibehindltheleighthlrowloflstudentsi(inR.[Akiba's
classroom)andlunderstoodinothlvordlbflwhatlvasbeingkaid.[Helwasfeelinglveryldisheartened
whenlthellecturerl(R.[Akiba)reachedlparticularlpoint.lOneloflhisstudentslchallengedlhimlkaying,
"Rabbi,lhowldolyoulknowlthislthing?"
RabbilAkibalanswered,I'It' shllawhandeddownlfromIMMoseslonSinai."
ThenMosesbeganltolfeellbetter.
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WhenMoseslsawlhowlR.[AkibalhadlexpandedluponlthelT orah;howlhelhadldevelopedlthe
Commandment,lYoulkhalllhavelholotherlgodsibutiMe,[byladdingkolmanylfencesletc.,[Moseslelt
veryldiminishedbyfit.
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Now,[thislislkomethingleveryonelknows,lthelkourcelandrootloflieverythinglislthelCommandment,[
amlthelllordlyourlGod.IThelprohibition,IY oulkhalllhavelholotherlgodsibutiMe,lishothingbutla
wayloflkafekeepinglandlguardinglanyonelhgaimstlbemgldistancedlfromhislGod.IThat’slwhylMoses
onlylfeltlsoldiminishedluntillhelreachedthatlsingleldaw,imeaningluntillMoseslrealizedlwhylthelaw
requireslsollmanylfencesfndboundaries.IWhenlAkibalkaidI'It'stallawlhandedldownlfromMoses
onlSiai, Thelwaslhctuallylreferringltolthis,landwaskayigthatthelCommandment,[IlamlthellLord
yourllGod,lislthelchiefllawlhandedidownlfrom[Sinai,
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Aslwvellearnl(ZoharllI1.264b) Sh’mallYisracl IHearlOsrael,lthellLordlourlGodhhellLordisIOne,
thislislthelchieflrootloflthell'orah
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Thelsolelpurposeloflthelprohibition,[Y oulkhalllhavelholotherlgodsibutMe,lisltolguardithelheartsof
thellHouseloflsraellnotltolkstraylhwaylfromthelCommandment,llamthell.ordlyourlGod.lAnd
that’slwhenMoseslbeganltolfeellbetter,[becauselhelunderstoodlthatthelhadbeenlgivenlthellmain
root.
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SanctifyleverylfirstborntoMe...hAmonglhumanfndltattle.

Thelreasonlforlthelsanctificationloflthelhumanhirstbornlisibecauselconceptuallyt human’hintsat
thelfacultylif ChokhmalllWisdomlandthoughtslinlthellbrain.[Forlthatlisihelchieflsourceloflthe

humanityloflthelhuman(being.
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Thelreasonlforlthelbanctificationloflthelfirstbornlcattlelislbecausellconceptuallylf cattle’Thintslatlthe
facultyloffaction.Now,lGodlcommandedlustolsanctifylandlcombinelbothlthoughtandaction
together.lFor,lonlylthenlislthelhumanlalwholelperson,lclearlaboutlthelwillloflGod.0T hislislthe
meaningloflthelverse(Psalm36:7)[ManlandbeastlY oulkave JOIGod.[Manlrefersltolthelthoughts,
whilelbeastlrefersltolthelhctions.
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Now,[Moseslwaslthe ChokhmallWisdomlconsciousnessloflallloflIsrael.JAllIhisIpowerlwasfocused
mbthelmidhndithelthought,ltolmaintamconstantawarenessloflthelpresencelofllGod.0That’slwhy
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thellT'orah,[inlthelinain,alkslboutldeedslandlphysicallactions.[BecauselMoseslsltryimgltoteachlus
thatlourldeedslandlhctionslhlsolheedtolbelpurifiedlandlinlconstantfawareness,Justlikelour
thoughts.IThat’slwhylMoseslimadelthel[Tabernacle.lBecauselthelpositionlthe[I'abernaclelloccupies
1slkomewhereldeeplinlthelheartlofliwhatlmakeslhlpersonlhuman.Andthel[Tabernaclelwasldesigned
tolbeleasilyldisassembledlandimovedtoanother{place.
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The ChokhmalllWisdomUoflKinglSolomon,lonlthelbtherlhandwaslchieflylinfmattersfoffactionland
deeds,that’ slwhylhebuiltlthelT'emplelshlpermanentlstructurelinfalfixediplace. [T helBooklof
Proverbstalkslimainlythboutlktraighteninglthelhearttandhowlhalperson’slthoughtsimaylbelproperly
ordered.

2% nwsa 9P°Y 7270 TWIYw "5Wn D07 ,¥122 QP22 717°127 N°2 712 O”Y D°Wy1 i1 17YNW Do
$92110°W mawnnam

sksfeskokekeskskokokskskokokokskokokok ok

SanctifyleverylfirstborntoMell..[AndMoseslbaid,fRememberltheaylyoultameforthfromEgypt
...Iyoulbhalllhaveleatholleavenedlbreadl..’

ThelreasonlwhylMoseslchangedthelorderloflthellransmissionfhelhadlreceivedfromiGod;lfirstlhe
mstructedthelJewishlPeoplelwithlthelcommandmenttoleatMatzolandhfterwardsthelcommanded
themlconcerninglthelkanctificationloflthelfirstborn,lwaslbecauselhelfirstiwvantedlthemltolbe
cleansedindlfreelofllusts.
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Theldroplfromwhichlthelfirstbornlislformedlrepresentslthelloverwhelminglpowerloflkexuallust.
AndlthishshwhylthelfirstbornthasltolbelkanctifiedtollGod.[However,IMoseslunderstoodthatlit(is
impossibleltolbelguardedhgaistlhllsexuallust,[it’slonlylwhenlhlpersonlsfirstthccustomeditolkeep
himselflcleansedlandlfreelofllustsfaroundfoodl(thatthelcanfachievelotherlksortsloflspiritualthygiene.)
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Onlyliffalpersonlcanimaintaithelpuritylofthislrece ptorlcanithelpurityloflhisleffe ctorlbella
possibility.[Because,[thelthroatlwhichlislthelreceptorlcorrespondsltolthelCovenantloflthelFlesh,land
ThislslwhylMoseslfirsticommendedthemwithlthellLawslof ChamteAandIMatzalbeforelgivinglthem
thellLawsloflthe[Firstborn.
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