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Toliravellbyayhndhight

(Psalm6:8:35)0Y oulhrelawesome,[God,HromlY ourlkanctuaries.lT'helGodloflIsraellgivesistrength
andlpowerltolhislpeople.[PraiselbeltolGod!

AwesomellGodlmeanslkeventhoughltherelislgoodreasonltolbelterrifiedlandtolfearlGod,kstill,lin
God’slkanctuarylinlthellHolylTemplelwherelalllthelaweloriginates,ltherelislgivenlpowerland
confidenceltolthelJewishlpeople.[That’slwhylitlsayslf PraiselbeltolGod’ imeaninglhlpersonlkhouldn’t
fearllestlhellcauselalbreaklinlthelflow.[SolthelversellendsFPraiselbefolGod " becauselthelfearlhasla

source,llivinglsourcelthatlflowswvithoutlinterruption.
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Jacob,lourllpatriarch,hadltheseltwolcharactenstics:lfearfandlconfidence [Helcorrespondsltolthelface
ofltheleaglelinlthe Merkavalchariot) [becauseltheleagle’sihaturelisitoldisplaylimercyltolitslownland
crueltyltolothers.[Thislislthellmeaningloflthelphraselftoltravellbyldaylandinight”.Daylrefersltolthe
mercylwithlthelJewishlpeople,landnightlrefersitolthelhations.
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Oppositel[Egyptians] hallyoultamplbylthelbea.

ThelT'almudkays,{Berachot 63a)llthshvrittenl(Proverbs3:6) [ KnowlIHimlinlhllyourlways.”0This
meanslevenivhenlyoulkin.
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Thelbamelisthappeninglherelinlourltext,lwhenlGodlcommandsiusitolencamploppositelHim,htlthe
sea.[Forlevenlwhenlyouldolthelsamelthingslhslthellgyptiansidid,[nonethelesshwhatltheJewldoeslis
good.
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ForlthelJewishlhationlislGod’sIportionandlinheritance,landltheylkleaveltokimplestiLifelwithout
‘clothing Tandtak elsustenancelfromlthelsourceloflthatlife [AndjustlasIGodsre elandstrippediof
alllcharacteristicslandlcolor,landlisfonlylthelpurestsimplicity,lsoltoollsraellatltheldee pestlevellof
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life [arelhotlconnectedtolanylcolorloriclothing,lorlpower,lwhetherlinbvisdom,inlzovernance,lor
wealth[FlonlylinlGodklone.[Butlthelhationsfreldifferent.
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Everylindividuallhationthasfalktrengthlorlparticularlcolorlfromwhichltheuflifelsourcelflowsfandto
whichltheylarelattached.[Forlexample [Babylon’slstrengthlwasthenfleadershiplandlinnovative
quality.[Philistine’slstrengthlwasthatleveryonelworkedtolfindhlwaylofltakinglcareloflhimself
throughlkomelkkilllorlsomelartlorleraft,luponlwhichlhelcouldide pendicompletelylthatthelwould
alwayslhavelthelineansltolfeedlhimself.Moablandtheir/klippah (husk)Gslphysicallprowess;they
concentratelonldevelopinglphysicallstrengthsbwithleatinglproperlyllandfocuslonlexerciseslanda
lifestylelthatlpromoteslbroadmindedness.[Thislvaslkignifiedbyltheu{godwhoselhamelis Chemosh.
Chemoshlwasldepictedlashlimanhghasthtlthelimageloflhislyouth.[Becauselthatiwasflwaystheir
greatestlfear,[thatlthenflexpansivenessivouldbeltakenlawaylfromthem,likelanlhgedpersonlwhose
desiresandlustsldecreaselandiwholhollongerlenjoyslthattbroadmindedness.
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Andlthuslwelhndwithlhllthehations,leachlinitheirflownlvay.

NowllGodkcatteredthelJewishlpeoplelamongthelhations [inflorderlthatltheyldwelllamongthese
variouslpowerslkolthatlthe[Jewsbelrefinedndkearedbylcontactlwithltheselpowers,landlearninot
toldependlonthembutimaintainthenfaithlinlGod.IAndlnlthelfuture,lwhenlGodlredeems(lsrael,
Helwilllgivelthemllthoselpowerslhgaimnstiwhichltheyltestedlthemselves;thusiGodwilllgivelthem
thelleadershiplqualitiesfloflthelBabylonians,landlthellenjoymentloflwealthlthatlwvas[Philistine fand
thellexpansivenessthatlwas[Moab,andkolonthroughlallloflthem.[Whichltheyllearne dlbe causelof
thelpamtheylbufferedlfromltheltestingltheylwentlthroughlinlexile.
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However,lwhenlGodplantsfallltheselgoodthingslandrootsthemlinllsrael,ltheyiwillibelftulllof
holinessthndtheylwilllalsolbelwithouttboundaries,lforlamonglsraelltheylwillibelgodly,[because
whileltheselblessingsldwelllamonglthelhations,theylarelfinite [withlboundaries.[Butlwhenlthey
comelmongllIsrael,ltheylwilllremainfunderlthelsupervisionfloflGod,landkoltheylwilllbelwvithout
boundaries,becauselGodlisvithouttbboundaries.
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Itlwaslaboutlthis,[thatlthelprophetllsaiahlprophesiediwhenlhelspokeloflthelfallloflthe[Philistines.
Helsaid(Isaiahll 4:30) [ Andlthelfirstbornloflthelpoorlwillleat,andthelne edylwillllieldownlin
safety;landlwillkilllyourlrootiwithlffamine.”IForlthisfisimeasurelforlmeasure [becauselthe
Philistineslwerelobsessediwvithlimakingbureltheylcouldfeedlthemselveskolthattheylivouldihotlhave
toldependlforltheirlivelihoodlonlanyone.[Soltheylwereltold [ IIwillkilllyourlrootiwithlfamine.”
Andwhenltheyffall,IGodwilllbringlthen{powerlandtheirlblessinglintollsrael,[becauselwelhadto
dwelllamonglthemlinfexilelandhadltolprovelourselveslinlthisfrespect,andwelheverputlourltrustlin
anyonelbutlGod.[Thereforelthelfirstbornloflthelpooriwilllgraze imeaninglllisraellwholarelpoorland
allowlthemselvestolde pendlonlGod.IAndhow,vithltheldownfallloflPhilistine khe[JewsOvillle atland
makelhlliving.[Andsimilarlthingslarelwrittenlaboutltheldownfallloflother(nations.
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Andlthislisithelineaningbilthelphrase, Opposite(Egyptians],shalllyoulamplbylthekea.Because
theselarelthelfourlpowersland klippot husksoflthell.gyptiansfenumeratedhere,[andltheylare:
MigdolFT'ower. YamlFlthelSea. Ba’alll zfonFIHidden(orINorthern)Ba’al,land PilHa Chiroth=
MouthlbflFreedoms.ITheselfourlarelthelchieflpowersloflEgypt,landlthereforelwelwere
commandedtolicamploppositelthem,meaninglparalleltolthemlorsimilaritolthem.lGodlwas
promusinglusltheirlpower.[ThatltheselpleasuresfandiblessingsihowlhmongstlEgyptivouldbecome
ours.
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Andhlthoughlwvelarelencamped(there,lwelwillktilllbelredeemed,landtheylwillfalllbeforelus.
BecauselhllltheselpowerslarefullloflholinesshvhenlhmongthelJewishlpeople,evenlthoughlthe
actionslresemblelthoseloflgypt.[Forlthelrulelisaslabove solbelow”landleverythinglhas(its
opposite.lAndhshvelfindlhere therelwasthelhccusationwhatldifferencelisltherelbetweenlthese,
andlthese?[Theselarelpagansandhlsoltheselarelpagans.”[Nevertheless,JGodbearsvitnesslupon
them,lthatltherelisihothinglinlthelheartlofltheJewlbutlovelofllGod.
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God isaMan of War. God isHis Name.
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We learn in the Midrash (Esther Rabba ) The wicked precede their names, asit is written, (1
Samuel 25:25) Nabal is his name. (I Samuel 20:21) Shevab. Bichri was his name. But the
righteous come before their names, as it is written, (Judges 13:2) His name was Manoah. (I
Samuel 9:1) His name was Kish. (Esther 2:5) His name was Mordechal. Because they resemble
their Creator, asit iswritten, (Exodus 6:3) But my Name, God, | had not taught them.
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The meaning in our text where we apparently have God preceding His Name, is as follows. The
reason the righteous are preceded by their names is that they have dominion over their hearts,
their heart is in their custody, because ‘his name’ suggests desire and will, and it is dso its
Gematria - numerical value.

(112 1=200+ x=90+9=6+7=50=346. (mw)w =300+mn=40+17=06=346.
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The righteous are in charge of their hearts, but the wicked are in the custody of their hearts, as
the Midrash teaches (Genesis Rabba 34:10). What it really means is that the righteous rule their
wills and desires. And no matter what comes into their minds, they first sit with it, forcing it to
rest and wait, then, if after scrutinizing it they don't fedl it is the right thing to do, they don't do
it.

WY XD 07235 1121 °K DX 27NX 12w N° 72°70 ,anNYT2 DI0°W 71 019¥7 DY 00w DR IRnw X

The wicked do just the opposite. They are in the custody of their hearts. Now, we learn in the
Midrash (Y akut Shimoni - B’ Shaach 241) that the angelic lord of Egypt came to defend the
Egyptians; to plead on their behalf, that God have compassion upon them. Then came the angel
Gabriel carrying a brick and placing it before God, showing Him, ‘ See, this is what the
Egyptians did to endave the Jews.’
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The reasoning was this. Everything the Egyptians did, however wicked they were, it was still
possible to say something good about them, to mitigate their evil with some merit; to suggest that
perhaps there was some part of their hearts that leaned towards the good as well. And so, it was
suggested, God might also look at them with compassion and treat them with mercy and look
upon them kindly.
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But, when Gabriel showed the brick to God, saying, ‘Look at this wickedness with which they
used to endave the Jews. There was not a speck or spark of compassion in their hearts, not one
inclination to goodness,” therefore the text says, ‘God is His Name.” God chose to treat them
Measure for Measure. Just as they were not inclined to take custody of their hearts, so too, God
was not inclined to change His decision to allow His will to rule with the characteristic of Din -
Strict Judgement. This is why the verse says, God is his name.
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Whoislike You among lords, Oh God. Who islike You empowered in holiness.

Who is like Y ou among lords, means this. That athough God’s essential being is completely
invisible to the eye of any creature, and none can grasp Him, as it is explained in the Talmud
(Gittin 56b) Who is like Y ou among the dumb.
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Empowered in holiness means Explicitly. Everything which exists can be used as a window
through which to see the Creator, because every creature bears witnessto its Creator. Because on
looking at anything, a person searching for God is always moved to ask, ‘Who created these?
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This then is the meaning of the liturgical poem Ha' aderet V'Ha Emuna L’ chai Ha' Olamim - The
power and the faith (belong) to the Life of the Universe. Power refers to the explicit, while faith
refers to the implicit, to the hidden, the unseen. For, whatever is not hidden requires no faith, it's
only the hidden that needs faith.
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The reason is this: The only thing obvious and explicit to the human eye is the question, ‘Who
created these? And these two, i.e. the hidden and the obvious cannot coexist anywhere but in
God alone.
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TheylventlthreeldayslinltheBvilderness,hndfoundholvater.

Whichlmeans,thatfhfterlthelgreatleventsiwhichloccurreditlthelRedSea,whereltheykangthelSong,
andlthellremendouslinsightsltheylwerelgiven,forltherelwaslthelrevelationloflthe[Divine[Presence,
the Shechinah/[ashslexplamedlinithelMechilta,[IChapterllIL.I Maidservantsiwerelkhown(visionslat
thelkealbflthingslthatlwverelnotlrevealedtollzekiellthelprophet. IAndthenltheylwentlthreeldayslinto
thelwilderness,landiGodldidinhotfilllthemwithlanythinglnew.
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Thislslwhatlitimeansandtheylfoundnolwater”.ITheyfoundinoldesire,lnollonging,landtheylgrew
depressed.lGodkhowedMoseslhltree.IThelTargumoflOnkeloslranslates(it,’GodtaughtMosesla
tree” [ImeaningthatlGodaughtMoseslhowltolsolvelthelproblem.Thelessonlwaslthatlitloccurred
tolMoseslthatlthisldowntime,[thislrestiperiodivithoutlanythingllnew,alsolcontainslightlandfavor
fromlGod.[SincelthislisIGod’sldesire [htlislsolalprofoundlgift.
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ThishshhedmeaninglofltheMidrashlhere [ Tanchumal24)F Hellmadelthebitterfturnkweet’.[Andlthis
1slhlsolthellmeaningfhndlthelreasonlthatltheylwerelgivenlthere,linlMarrahltheMitzvah
CommandmentsbilShabbesndlthelRedHeifer,andltheylwerelhlsolcommandedhboutlthelcourts
system.[ShabbeslteacheslustolkeelthatlitlislIGodlcommandingthatlwelvorshiplHim([bylresting.[f
that’slthelcase,lwhylhrelwellcomplaining?
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ThelRedHeiferlkeacheslustboutthelfuture,HorlinlthelfuturelGodlislonelndIHisINamelislone.
Therelwilllbelnolworship;ltherelwillbelnolanger.
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And[fCourts’ Thintlatlorder;lwelmustinotalwaysbelire ckoninglhndlcal culatingthowltolpushlourself
forwardltolreceivelthellgood.ITherelistanlorderltoleverything;litthappenslinlasequence,lbecause
thatlisbwhatlhastolbelinlorderlfor(itltolbelfixedlintolthelheart.
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TheyldidhotllistenltoMoses,hnditherebveremenivholleftibverluntilinorning,[butitivasinfested
withBvormshndbtank.

Thelreasonlthelmannalwentlwormylhndktank,lislolshowlthatltheirthumilitylvasfalseland
decadent.lAfterlall,theylknewlthatlGodwashotlgomgtolhbandonHislpeople,lsraelltolhunger,but
theylwerelafraidlthatlthellmannallwvouldfallforleverylotherJew,Ibutlwouldnotlfallforthem.[Thislis
falselhumility.lAlpersonlisihotlsupposeditolbelievelhimselfltolbelworselthanfanylother{Jew.
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Wellearnlinlthe[[Talmud(Megillah[l 1a)[IR.0Y ochananlopenedlthis parshah/portionimthlaljuote
from[Psalm[98:3
RecallinglGod’sllovinglkindnesslandfaithfulnesshvithlthelHouseloflIsrael,leveryllcornerlof
earthlkawllourldivinelkalvation.
Now,lwhenldidhllthelcornersloflEarthlseelthelsalvationloflourlGod,[butlinltheldaysloflMordechai
andlEsther.
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Histhonor,Imylgrandfatherl(R.IMordechailJ ose phlofllzbicy) lexplainedlitlthus:IOurldivine
salvation’lreferredtolibove,Imeansltheltypeloflsalvationthatllastsforever,becauselGodldoes
nothinglinlpassing,[bylthelwaylorltemporarily.lAnd{ustlasiGodlisleternal,solisIHiskalvation
everlasting.[As[itlsvritten,Isaiah45:17

Israel’slkalvationlislinlGod,lanleverlastinglbalvation.

Withlthishwelmaylbeginkolexplainlthe[Talmudicldiscussion; (Chullinll 39b)

1. WherelishtherelalhintltolHamanlnlkthe[T'orah P thslvritten, Haminlha eitzCanlyou
haveleatenloflthatlireelfromvhichlllcommandedyoulhotltoleat?’ Don’tlreadlt, hamin,
ratherlireadlit,IHaman.

2. WherelisltherehhinttolEstherlinlthelT'orah PMtlishwritten, AnochilHastairl/Astr.F10will
surelylhidelMyllace. IDolnotlreadlit Hastair{/Astir,lbutlEsther.

3. WherelisltherelhlhintltoIMordechailinlthell'orah ?Mtlshvritten Besamim/{Roshli-(Mor
D’rorf'Takelchoicelspices,Ipurestimyrrh’ TandlthelAramaiclTargumlof Mor/lD roifis
MorilDachyaloriMordechai.
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GodlkreatedithisbvorldiwithalI'reeloflDoubtlplantedifirmlylin(it,linforderltolmakelroomforliman’s
worship.[For,hiffalpersonlwerelalwaysfaceltolfacelwithlGodtherelwouldn’tibelanylkpacelforlhis
effort,landlitlcouldineverlbelcalled,Fyourltoil”.I(Aslithshvritten;IPsalmsll 28:2,[Whenlyoulcanlenjoy
thelfruitsloflyourlownltoillyoularelfortunatelandlitiisigoodforlyou.)

Therefore,JGodlkoncealsHislgreatlightlbehindscreens, JandltheJewlbylhislworkbreakslthrough
thelkcreen.INonetheless,hlpersonlkanlhlwayslkeelhowlvithinlthelconcealmentlhislcomprehension
1slalwayslonelwithlthelightloflGod,kincelit’ slobvioustolhimthatlGodlsldomgthelhiding.[Solhe
canlkseelthellight.[Butlwhatfollowsfromlthisfslthatlthelhidinglmaybecomelbolgreatlandpowerful,
thatlitlislimpossibleltolseelwholisldoinglthelhiding.IAndlthenlhlpersonmaylimaginelthatlhe’sldone
somethingl(Godforbid)lagamstlthelwillloflGod.
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Honestly,lhowlis[itlpossibleltoltransgresslhgamstlthelwillloflGod PISolevenlfromlthoselwho
blasphemellanddesecratelandactivithimalicelaforethought,levenfromthemlcomeslthelglorylof
heaven.lAslwelseelfromlthelstoriesloflHamanlnd[Pharaohlinltheirlime.[Solwhat(iflit’sIbeyond
theirlawareness?IT'heylandtheirlawarenessidon’timatter.dltfollows,[therefore,thatithslimpossible
tolgolhgaistlthelwillloflGod.[Nevertheless,it’sthaturalforlipeopleltolimaginelthatlthey’ve
transgressedlonlthelwillloflGodlandcannotgetbackltolthellightloflGod.

That’slwhatthappenediinltheldaysloflHaman,fslwelearnlinlthe[TalmudMegillahl1 2a).[Whylwere
thelJewslinlthatlgenerationdeservingloflannihilation,[becauseltheylenjoyedlthelbanquetloflthat
wickedlman.[ButsurelylthatlcanlonlylbelhppliedtolthosellivingliniShushan,lthelcapital. (W hyldid
Jewslhllloverlthellwholelwvorldldeservelannihilation?timustlhavelbeen,becauseltheylbowedltolthe
1dol.l(InltheldaysloflNebuchadnezar:IRashi)

Atlthatlhme,lGodlwaskolhiddenlthatltheyllcouldn’tlseelhowlitlwaslpossiblelforlthemolireturnltolthe
lighttandtheylimaginedthat,iIGodforbid,theylwerelcompletelyldisconnectedfromlthelkource.
That’sbwhatlisimeantibylthelimetaphor*theylbowedolthelidol”.I(Theyldeservedtolbeldestroyed
preciselylbecauseltheylthoughtlthemselveslcutlofflandlunabletoldo teshuvalndlhxtheirlimistakes.
Tolbelievelthatlonellislbeyondredemptionllis avodahlzarahl-lidolatory:[r.)
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Seriously,lhowlkouldlsuchlhlthingpossiblylhappenltolJew?IAlpersonlhastolknowlthatlGod
createdlhimlforlalkoodlpurpose,andidesiresltoldolgoodlolhisicreation,andleverythinglislforlthe
goodlbflthelperson,lasiwellearnlinlthelT'almud,l(Eruvinll 3b)kherelwaslalde batelatlwhichlitvas
decidedlitvouldhavebeenleasierlforthumankindhotltothavelbeenlkreated,thantolhavelbeen
created.[Histhonorlmylgrandfatherlexplamed,*Whyldidthelkagesoflblessedimemorylusellthis
exactlphrase,[itlwouldlhavelbeenleasier’ lwhyldidn’tltheylkay,Fithvouldlhavebeenlbetterforlh
personlhotltolhavelbeenlcreated P’ IHelanswers,thatlittreallylis(betterlforlusftolhavelbeenlkcreated,
becauselGodlcreatedlusitollgoodlend,becauselGodkawlthathtlislvorthwhilelforleveryoneltolgo
throughllife.INotlfjustlthatlthelpersonldoesn’tloselbylit,[butlthativelalllbenefitthndiprofitbylhaving
gonelthroughllife.IW hatlthelkageswerelaying,[islthatlithvouldlhavelbeenleasierforfhlpersonhotlto
belbornlthantolhavelbeenlbornlbecauselwvelivelinlconstantlfearloflloss.
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1. Returning to what we discussed above, how could one imagine that in spite of this divine
loving-kindness it is possible to commit a deed resulting in irretrievable and total destruction.
How can one conceive of a sin that precludes us from returning to the light? That’s what the
Tamud meant when it asked what hint is there to Haman (to conceive of oneself as irredeemably
damaged: tr) from the Torah? And answers that it iswritten, ‘hamin ha eitz? ‘Can you have
eaten of that tree from which | commanded you not to eat? The question that God is really
asking Adam is this; do you think for a moment that you could have eaten from any tree, if |
really commanded you not to eat of it, how could you imagine that you can transgress My
commandment. Don’t you know, isn’t it obvious, that | created you for a good purpose?
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2. This explains why the Talmud then continues, where is there a hint to Esther in the Torah? It

is written, Anochi Hastair-Astir. ‘I will surely hide My face.” Meaning that | will hide even My
concealment. This is what we can learn from that episode: that God’s concealment in this world
is so powerful that a person can’t see when God is hiding, that God even conceals the fact that
He s hiding. That’s the meaning of the phrase ‘hastair astir’, that God hides His concealment.
And so from time to time, a person imagines he is completely logt, just as we Jews thought, at the
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time of Haman.
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And so the Talmud asks the final question, wherellistherelalhinttoIMordechailinlthe[Torah [t
ishwritten BesamimlRoshl-IMorllD ror.f Takelchoicelspices,Ipurestimyrrh’landthelAramaic
Targumlof MorlID rotfisiMorIDachyallorfMordechai.

Whatlthisimeanslislthatloncelwelhllkawlhowlitlwaslpossiblelforfanindividualtolremainfcompletely
pure,levenlonltheloutside,hsltlisbvritten,f Mordechailldoeshotibendlorbow,lheldoesn’tiselandls
notlmovedlbylHaman. [T'hatthelwas Mori/lDachya[PurestiMyrrh,Inotlmerelylalqualitylfragrance
butllcompletelylfreeloffanyltaintlorlracelorlblemish.Mordechailremainedipure,allithelway
through,levenlonltheloutside.[HelheverlkuccumbedforfhlkinglelmomenttolthelHamanIThoughtlor
concededlthatlanyonelcanlbellutterlylcutlofflfromlthellight.
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WatchingdMordechailwellearnedlthatltherelisineverlaljustificationfforJewstolbeldestroyed,thatlto
believelwellrelincapableloflreturningltolthelightlisiridiculous,becauseleveryonelhashnlessential
pomtlwhichlislhlwayslkconnectedlandboundtolGod,leventlthelimesloflgreatesticoncealment,fas
wellearn(inltheJT'almud0(ibid) ,[fevenlthoselwholbowedlolthelidollinthetimelofllNebucadnezzar
onlyldidlitltoltheirlface. IWhilellookinglhatMordechailleveryonelcouldkeelplamlylthatthe’dlonly
bowedtolthelidollaindkuccumbeditolthetHamanlIThoughtlonltheloutside,landthatlinthistheartlof
hearts,hellwasktilllconnectedtolGod.
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Thisbringsluslbacktolthelbeginning,lwhenlthelTalmudlsays:IW henldidhlllthelcornersoflFarthlsee
thelkalvationlbflourlGod,butlinltheldayslofflMordechailandEsther.[Becauselthat’ slwhenlthelwhole
worldkawlhowlinleverylJew,levenlatlimeslofloverwhelminglconcealment,whenltlmightlbelthought
thatlthey’dbowedtolthelidol;levenlthen,linlthenlheartloflthearts,theylarelboundtolGod.0Thisltype
oflkalvationliisleternal.lT'hat’slwhyltlislcalledlourldivinelkalvation.[Be causelitlislthelsortloflsalvation
goeslonlforeverthndlever.
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