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God spoke to Moses in the Sinai Desert, in the Tent of Meeting, on the first of the second
month, in the second year of the Exodus from Egypt saying, ‘count the heads of all the
congregation of the Children of Israel.’

In the Sinai Desert, in the Tent of Meeting... we learn in the (Zohar III 117a) Since the
Torah and the Tabernacle had been established, God desired to count his Army - how
many were soldiers of the Torah and how many soldiers of the Tabernacle.

The reason behind this, 1s what we learn in the Zohar (Tikunim, 70) ‘b reisiut: the word 1s
written beit reshit, Two Beginnings. These are the two commandments:

(@) (Joshua 1:8) And you shall study it day and night.

(b) The commandment to the King, Let him write for himself this Torah scroll.
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What this means 1s as follows: Even when a person has an interntion to do something
good, he has to make sure that his heart 1s cleansed and free of dross and blemish. For if
not, then the action he 1s about to undertake will not be whole, and will be found, in the
end, to have been incomplete. As we find with the patriarchs, that even though their actions
were always for the sake of heaven, nevertheless because they did not always have the
mtention at the deepest level to do God’s will, the consequences even after many
generations was the birth of souls who were not good. Because, in the thought, there is no
saint on earth who can say ‘I have purified my heart and cleansed my thoughts’ as has been
explained on the verse in Exodus, ‘and the children of Israel went out armed from the land
of Egypt.’
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This 1s what King David meant when he said (Psalms 93:2), Your throne is established
from then. You have been forever. The Zohar explains (II 54a) The Hebrew word for the
word ‘from then’ 1s Mer’'Oz spelled Alet Zayin, the letter Alefrides upon the Zayin.
Because the Alefrefers to the original thought, while the Zayin refers to the seven days of
creation. For when they are bound together, the thought and the action, they are called
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‘then’ - OZ.
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This 1s the meaning of the two Commandments mentioned above, a.) you shall study it day
and night, corresponds to the Original Thought to make the desire congruent with the will
of God. b.) The King’s Commandment, to write the scroll of the Torah, corresponds to the
Action. And that’s why 1t’s called the king’s commandment, because all the actions of King
David were proven to be most congruent with the Will of God.
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And this 1s the meaning of the phrase Soldiers of the Torah and Soldiers of the

Tabernacle. Soldiers of the Torah refers to the mntellect and the desire of the Jewish people
for the words of the Torah, and Soldiers of the Tabernacle refers to the fixing of the words
of the Torah to dwell in the heart of the Jew, until even their actions become an expression

of the will of God.

ORIW DW MNRIT F2WMAT MM RIT RNMIIRT P20 .RIDWHT 1P27M RNMIIRT P20 WD N
P OTWYN DAY 9¥197 RXOW TV PRIW 292 110w 0T WAPw X7 RIDWNAT PO AN 12T
X0

sk sk sfe sk sk sk sk sk ke sk skeoske sk sk sk skosk

Count the heads of the Jewish people, etc. [...] count them to their hosts, you and Aaron,
and with you let there be one man from each tribe.

The reason for counting the heads 1s, as we have learned in the Talmud (Berachot, 58a)
This one’s mind 1s not like that one’s mind.

Because God apportioned each person individual goodness and life. And the portion of
one 1s not like that of another. Therefore it says ‘count the heads’ meaning, each one has to
be placed 1n the spot appropriate for him. And thereby, everyone in his place will be seen
to be special and unique.
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Therefore the verse says, you and Aaron, because Aaron corresponds to Soldiers of the
Tabernacle, meaning service. While Moses corresponds to the Soldiers of the Torah.
Within these two, the Intellect and Service, are included all the lives of all the Jewish
people.
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And with you let there be one man from each tribe, because the Prince of the Tribe knew
each person mdividually and what place he had in the Tribe, because, if one person should
take the place of another, then the whole tribe 1s incomplete. As, for istance, if somebody
plants a garden with a certain beautiful symmetry, if a single plant 1s removed or exchanged
with another, 1t’s obvious that the garden 1s incomplete. The Jewish people are referred to
as God’s plantation and crown (Isaiah 61:3).
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And with you let there be one man from each tribe

There needed to be three responsible for the census of each tribe: Moses, Aaron and the
Prince of the Tribe, because there was a legal judgment and a final ruling involved i the
census. As we find 1n the Talmud, (Bava Batra 121b) This 1s Ya'ir b. Menashe, who was
valued as much as the majority of the Sanhedrin. For this purpose, they needed Moses,
Aaron and the Prince.
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The reason 1s this: In each one of the tribes there 1s something of the holiness of the
patriarchs, and as 1t was decided among these three, taking the census, into how many
portions a particular characteristic of holiness could be divided, that 1s how many souls
there were 1n the tribe. And 1t was Moses, Aaron and the prince of each tribe who were
responsible for deciding how it was to be allocated and divided among Israel.
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This 1s what we learn in the Zohar: (Il 200a) There are three points to the Torah. What
this means 1s as follows. We find that in this world, before a person enjoys something, he
needs to make sure of three things.

e That it is pleasurable or beneficial.
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e That it is not harmful. (as we learn in the Talmud (Berachot 42b) What 1s good for
one person, may be hartmful for another)

e That it 1s not addictive, that he will not be trapped or unable to stop and pull
himself away from the pleasure, but that he will be able to leave it and come back to
enjoy it another time.

For if a person drowns in a pleasure, he loses the ability to function in the world, to get
ready and take care of his needs for tomorrow.
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It is the same with Torah.
e A person has to keep his eye on the world to come, and not drown in mundane
business.
¢ He must not harm any Jew because all of us Jews make up the whole of the form of
a single person. If one harms another Jew, it 1s as though he 1s harming his own

limb.

e A person has to make sure that he also benefits from what he 1s doing.
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Similarly, here Moses is called the Shushvina D’Malka - Sponsor of the King (Zohar III,
53b) To make sure that when the Jewish people spread they do so in the will of God and
not contrary to the will of God. Aaron is the Shushvina DD ’Matronitha - Sponsor of the
Consort, and his job 1s to make sure that no tribe spread beyond their boundaries and
oppress any other pride.
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Each of the princes stood up for his own tribe, to advocate on their behalf, and to channel

favors towards them, to encourage their growth. As these three judged and ruled, that’s how
many souls there were.
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God spoke to Moses saying, Every man should camp close to his flag with the symbols of
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the patriarchal houses.

We learn in the Midrash (Numbers Rabba 2:7) Quoting the verse from Song of Songs
(6:1)What see you in the Shulamit like the circle of the camps? The midrash interprets this
verse as refering to the encampment of the flags of the 12 Tribes in the wilderness. The
meaning of the encampment of flags 1s as follows. Each individual was i his or her proper
place, the place they were rooted in. Everyone knew where they belonged as we see from
the meanings of the special names given to the prince of each tribe.
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The Prince of the Tribe of Judah was named Nachshon ben Aminadav.

Nachshon 1s a derivative of NACHASH - serpent, sorcery, suggesting murderous rage. The
tribe of Judah might have appeared to contain such rage among them. That’s why God
bears witness that all their rage 1s full of goodwill and generosity.
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What this means 1s that although the verse describes him as being ‘red” which made him
appear full of rage, as we learn in the Midrash (Genesis Rabba 63:8) Red: R. Aba b.
Kahana said he [David] looked like a murderer. When Samuel saw David he was afraid

lest he be a spiller of blood like Esau. So, God said to him, (I Samuel, ibid.) With beautiful
eyes. Esau kills of his own knowledge, David does it by the knowledge of the Sanhedrin.
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The word BEN, usually translated as, son of, also suggests Bina/ - Understanding at the
deepest level. He 1s called Ben Amiadav AMI - NADAYV suggests that in the deepest
levels of his soul he 1s filled with goodwill and generosity.
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As 1s explained in the Zohar (III 40b) The verse in Proverbs (17:4) says, The King in
judgement establishes the world, and the man of tithes destroys it.

A man of gifts, says the Zohar,refers to Esau who was constantly demanding tithes. But was
not David also a man demanding tithes? David was different. About David it 1s written (I
Samuel 16:12) With beautiful eyes.
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