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(FromVol. Il) Jacob sent messengers before him

We learn in the Midrash (Genesis Rabba 75) Esau is going about his own business and you send
to him?

Thisis not to suggest that the Midrash is criticizing Jacob for doing something wrong in
provoking Esau’s response. It is similar to what we have learned in the previous volume (Vol. |
Berachoth 7b) The Shimush - Preparations for the Torah are greater than the learning of it.
Because the longing and the desire and the prayer for God is infinite while the actual learning is
finite, that’s why the preparations are greater than the learning.
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(R. Yochanan said in the name of R. Shimon bar Yochai: Theservice of Torah isgreater than its study, asit is
written, (11 Kings3:11) Hereis Elishab, Shafat who poured water on the hands of Elijah. What thismeansisthat
the prayers a person prays for the success of the Mitzvah - Commandment they are about to perform, isgreater than
the performance of the Mitzvah - Commandment itself. Thisisthe meaning of the phrase, ‘who poured water on the
hands of Elijah’, because he was praying for Elijah’s success. And it was this which made his service greater than
his study. Since study is only afinite endeavor, whereas the desire and prayer - which accompany it - are to God and
arewithout any boundaries at all.)
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That’s why although Jacob was aware that by provoking Esau he would end up suffering greatly
at his hands, still he saw the immeasurable benefits accruing that would be the consequences of
these things. Therefore he was unable to hold himself back from sending to him
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(Vol. 1) Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem in the Land of Canaan, when he came
from Padan Aram. He encamped in front of the city.

The words Vayichen Et P'nel Ha'ir - he encamped in front of the city, can also be read, he
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favored the face of the city. The faces of a city are its most prominent citizens, and who were
they but Chamor the king, and his son, Shechem. The Hebrew word, Vayichen - usually
trandated as, He camped, may be trandated to mean they found Chen - grace in Jacob’s eyes.
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Thisis what is meant when we learn in the writings of the Ariza’l (R. Isaac Luria, Book of
Gilgulim) that Shechem was later reincarnated in the body of Zimri (prince of the Tribe of
Simeon) son of Salu, son of Dinah; his soul is already filled with longing even now.
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That is why, further on in the text, Chamor is quoted saying “My son Shechem’s soul’s desire is
in your daughter.” Because Shechem did not want to marry any of the indigenous girls, he
wanted only Dinah. And this is what found favor in the eyes of Jacob because he has some
connection to Jacob.
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God left him in the place where He had spoken to him.

Because God showed him that he had yet to be tried. i.e. He had yet to be tried by the challenge
of Joseph’s sale. This then is the meaning of the phrase, God left him. As though to tell Jacob he
still needs to hold on tightly.
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In the place where He had spoken to him.

That isto say within that very same area of the dialogue recorded in the Torah, i.e. concerning
money. Jacob was being shown that he still required testing. Because he was not completely
whole.
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There is a similar event described in the life of Abraham, (Genesis 17:22) where it says, God left
Abraham. That was after the chapter concerning circumcision, God was telling Abraham that he
needed further trials with the drama of the Akedah - Binding of Isaac. The difference is that
there, with Abraham, the text does not say that it was in that same place. Because it was
concerning a different matter that he wasto be tested.
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Jacob traveled on and pitched histent beyond Migdal Eder - Herd Tower

This iswhat is meant by the Midrash (Ruth Rabba 2:7) Above all the tribulations through which
Jacob had to pass, the death of Rachel was hardest on him. Now, it is the way of the righteous,
and most especially of Jacob to find strength in his heart not to cast doubts upon the justice of the
ways of God; most certainly everything happens for the best.
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Therefore we are told immediately after Rachel’s death that he pitched his tent opposite Migdal
Eder - the Herd Tower. Both words, Herd and Tower, hint at deep and powerful faith and
confidence. The truth is that God had some profound purpose to achieve with the death of
Rachel, aswe learn in the Zohar (Vol . 1753).
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Thisiswhy thetext further says: And it waswhen |srael settled.

The word, settled, hints at alevel of serenity. Jacob remained calm and did not begin doubting or
guestioning God. Jacob thought to himself 'obviously God has some profound purpose, beyond
my capacity to understand.’
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After this God showed him that it is entirely appropriate to pray to God to be shown the
profundity. For even though one may not cast doubts and aspersions upon the ways of God, it is
proper to ask to have their degpest purposes revealed, to be able to see what God' s desireisin
the matter. It is God's way not to hide anything from those who cast al their hopes upon Him.
And this is what was shown to him with the story of Reuben.
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Straight after that the text tells usthat the sons of Jacob weretwelve. God revealed to him all
the different ways the tribes were counted because there are changes over time and throughout
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the Five Books of Moses in orders and precedent. Sometimes like this and sometimes like that.
Each set has a different teaching to impart to anyone prepared to open their heart to the Torah.
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These arethe kingswho reigned in the Land of Edom beforethere ever reigned a king over
the Children of Israel.

This chapter is where God begins highlighting the extremely fine distinctions among Isragl and
the gentile nations. The husk surrounding Edom is the greatest of all of them because there is
hardly any difference at al between Edom and Israel. As we see, immediately after the saga of
the life of Isragl begins there follows the life of Esau.
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Because, between Isragl and the nations of the world the differences are obvious, even when
compared with Ishmael, although they too are descendents of Abraham, there is till a huge and
obvious distinction. They are not connected to Israel through their mother in any way.
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But in comparison to Esau there is no discernable or demonstrable difference. They (descendents
of Esau) appear to be pure through their maternal lineage. It is only because it is the will of the
Creator that Jacob is the chosen. Thisis the meaning of the verse in Malachi (1:2-3) Is Esau not a
brother to Jacob, says God, | love Jacob, and Esau | hate.

Brother suggests they were both equals, which is to say that at the moment of conception when
there was no visible difference between them or qualitative eminence of one over the other; there
were neither commandments nor good deeds, neither sins nor mistakes. Both were from | saac
and Rebecca, nevertheless God says, | love Jacob and Esau | hate.
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One can only say it is God' s desire, as it is written, (Ezekiel 23:20) You desired to become a
concubine to them whose meat is a donkey’s meat and whose issue gushes like a horse. Which is
to say that at the moment of conception God assays this drop to be pure, holy and human, while
this is horse issue.
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Thus, even though there is nothing bad apparent in Esau he is still compared to a swine. Aswe
learn in the Talmud the apple tree fruits in sixty days as is the gestation of the pig. The Hebrew
letter corresponding to 60 isthe letter Samech. The Samech is shaped like a bow and the bow is
an icon signifying confidence. Esau says he trusts in God, he is sure of it. He is confident
because he too is born of I1saac and Rebecca.
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The Jewish people are compared to the apple. God, however, proves that Esau’ s connections are
nothing but a disguise while Israel remains connected to God. Whoever penetrates the meanings
hidden within the kings of Edom can see this written explicitly.
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