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Judahbpproachedhim.

Thislhshhedmeaningloflthelversesl(20Samuel23:0103)01 .) [AndltheselarethelastlwordsloflDavid: 0
ThelathirmationloflDavidsonloflJessellllAndthelaffirmationlofithellmanlraise dlupIIIConcerning
thelAnointedloflthe[lGodoflJacob,JAndlthelSweetnessloflthelSongsloflIsrael:12.) IThe[SpiritlofiGod
haslkpokenlbylime [AndIHislwordlislonimyltongue.[3.) IHekaidIthelGodoflsraellllktolme,[He
spokellllthe[Rocklofllsrael:IHelwholislrulingloverliman,ighteous,listrulinglinthelfearloflGod.
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Andlhslthelkageslhavellexplainedlinlthe[[Talmud,l(MoedlKatan(l 6b)[R.[Abuhulexplainedithe
meaningloflthisverse . [Whatldoesitimean,[Helwholislrulingloverlman,righteous,lisfrulinglinlthe
fearlbtliGod?

Godlkpokelthus,lthelRockloflsraelkaidkolme,[“Ilrulelman,butlwholrulestMe Pl The Tzadik
RighteouslonelrulestMe.lImakeldecreeslandheloverrulesithem.”

What Helaid[TkhelGodbfllsraelfefershobirelthelGeneralRules,the248kommandmentstnd
3650prohibitionslthatlwerelgiventoleachlhndleverylJewishlkoullequally,

XM ,0°TTPR DR 2wIn P73 0TR YW HRIW? 19X 127 0D DRIW 19K MR 170 Jup TYIn] 97T 1IRAW 1
2778 = 22 HwIn o ,0RA HwIn IR ,ORIWS 71X 127 0% ORIW TOR MK ARP 237 ,I7IX 727 MK 2I0KRR
,212M7 77773 IR IRY

LRIWSM W1 HO2 1IN°1 WK D7D NIRH F70WI DWY DIXM 17A00 O 17T Sw 2°hbhor 12997 SRS PN BN
,TIWA Y

What Tollme[Helspokelllthe[Rocklbfllsrael refersftolarelthelparticulars.lGodlskpeakingltolthe
Ba’allll eshuvahllPenitentlin(particular;lgivinglhimlconfidencelandburetylafterlthelsinlwhenlthe
sinnerlthinkslallthopelislost.lWhenlhellre pentslandlreturnsitolGod,lGodlgivesthimlkconfidence.
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Thislexplainsitheldifferencelinlthelitwollexpressions.[Firstlthelverselkpeakslinlthelsoft AmirallSaying
mode.[Thenlinlreferringltolthe Ba allll eshuvahlllPemtentlthelverselspeaklinlthelharder Dibbuitll
Speechlimode [hintingthtlthelforceful,lpowerful,lfirm,vigorous,lunflinching,lhssertive resolute
mode.
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Inlhdditionlwelseelthelverselhrstireferslto Elokim IGod,whilelinlkpeakingltolthe Ba allll eshuvahll
PenitentlthelverseluseslthelphraselthelRocklofllsrael.IRocklhlsolkuggestlgreatlconfidenceland

resolve.
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Helwholisfrulinglbverlinan,lrighteous,kuggestskomeonelivholhaskinnedhndiransgressedhgainstth
rabbinicldecree.lConcerninglhimlthelverselsays,[Helwholislrulingloverliman,righteous,lmeaning
someonelwholrulesloverlthelbagesfhndthenldecreesbyvirtuelotlhis Teshuva MPenitence.[Forlthere
1slnothinglthatlstandslinlthelwaylof Teshuva [Penitence.
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IsfrulinglinfthefearlofliGod,keferstolsomeonelwhobinslindirectlcontraventionlbflhlbiblicalldecree.
Aboutlthislthelverselsays,lislrulinglinfthelfearlofliGod,Imeaninglthatlthe Ba alll' eshuva [Penitent
rulesllevenlinlthisfarea.

Thissbvhyltheltextbeginsivithlthelhnnouncement Andlthelhffirmationlbflthelinanfraisedfup,
aboutlwhichlthe[Talmudl(ibid,IAvodallZarall>a)kays, Hukam/OIMRaisedIUpPIT hislisIDavidiwvho
raisedluplthelconceptlof Teshuva lPenitence.

(Rashilibid)hotes,MDavidivasthelfirstkoldo TeshuvaMPenitence.HelshowedihelwvayTorlthoselwhofollowedhim,ths
wellearnlinlAvodalZaraldb,[INotlthatiDavidlvashtforlorIdeservingloflthatlsin. M tlvaslonlyldonelinforderltolteachlthe
world,forliftanfindividualsinswveltellhim GoltoIDavid’ [BecauselGodlforgavethimforthatkin.0So,lyoultoollmay

becomelh Ba’al TeshuvaTPenitent)
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Forlalthoughlthe[[T'orahlwaslgivenlinlthelstrictestjudgmentlandfear,fandlsivelknowlhllkolwelllhow
manylthingslourlkagesihavelterrifiedluswith,lthishsflonlylkaidlinfanticipationloflsinning.[Forloncella
sinfhaslbeenllcommittedinothingstandsnlthelwaylof Teshuva [Penitence.lAndloncelalpersonlhas
encounteredndstumbledlintolthelpitfalllhelmustinotldespanfandgiveluplhopeloflfixinghtiwithlhis
Teshuva [[Penitence.lForlhotltheleastiremnantihorlimpressionloflsinfwilllremainfuponfuponlthe
soullloflanylJewlinthelfuture.

731 9aR , AR ROAT 2307 P73 IR DRT Y1770 D710 1KY 07737 7193 YYI NAYDIM X2 1IN%1 N7IW AX 7D
W1 HY XV DI TNY? IRW? XY 3 1XY WRON® XY DIWON DIRD YIROW INRDY,TIWW 127 0 T2 PR 72Wwn
ORI

Thelrootloflthislconfidencellandlresolvelstemslfrom(theltribeloflJudah.0That’sbwhylthe[T'orahltells
us, Judahlhpproachedhim.[AlthoughlthereldoeshotlappearltolbelnythinghewlinivhatJudahlis
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reiterating,neverthelessthelisldisplayingliremendouslkonfidencelandlresolve [HislisOutterly
convincedthatbomethingfisthappeningltolsavelthelsituation,thatlthelsalvationlislgrowinglsteadily.
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Thisllislthemeaningloflthelverse, (Proverbsl24:21)[FearGod,Imykonlndking.IWithlchangersmix
notluplyourself.

FearllGodlImylkonhndking,lwithlchangersimixhotlyourself.[I'helvordi Ben)lsonltefersio Binahll
Understanding,[becauselthelfearloflGodlhastolbelwith BinahlllUnderstanding,lpurelandlhonest,
whilelthelwordl(Melech) [ kinglrefersitoltheheedforlpowerfulkelfliconfidence,kolmaintainfaithlin
God.
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With(shonim)khangersimixhotlyourself.[I'hell'almudiSotah22a)explainsithis Shoniml
RepeaterslorStudentslofiMishnalhsreferrigltolthoselwholgrantlthemselvesipermissionltoldo
thingslhafterlinsufficientstudyloflthellaw,i.e.[thoselwholhavelonlylktudiedIMishnalandhotITalmud.
ThelTalmudlsks,butlsurelylit’slobviousthatlonelkhouldihotimixfvithsuchlpeople,landthe
Talmudlanswers,[Ttheltextlreferltolthosel( shonim Mrepeaters)wvholhavelrepeatedlthentkinlkoloften
itthaslbecomelpermissibleltolthem,nollongersinful.
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Theltruthlisthatlthisfalsolhaslalplace (A ppendixltolDeut.[23:13) [T helTalmudlexplaims;(Yoma
87a)l0Oncelhlpersonthasidonelakinindirepeatslitlitbecomeslpermissibleltolhim.ICanlyoulreallylbe
suggestinglittbecomespermissible PIWhatlislmeantlherelislthatlittappearslipermissibleltolhim.

ThishslexplainedinlGenesisiwithlthelktoryloflJudah.lAslwvellindiwithIMosesiwholrebukedlthe
JewishlPeople,callinglthemfrebels’.IAlthoughlthelMidrashlmakesfhinumberloflexcusesforlhis
behaviorfitlwaslconsideredhkinfonMoses Ipart.Whenllaterlhelrebukedlthelpeoplebaying,[*Have
youlhllowedhllthel[Midianite]lwomenltolive ?”helfixedthelfrstirebuke.lnkhowinglklearlylthatlhe
waswithoutlngerthelprovedithatltheloriginallrebukelhadlsolbeenlwithoutlangerlatithem,lGod
forbid.
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ThislwaslthellconfidenceloffJudah.lEven(afterlgomgthroughlhlllthatthadlhappeneditolhim,hfter
tellinglhisffather,[*Ilguaranteelhim(Benjamin) Jfrommylhandlyoulmayldemandhim...”landlafter
transgressinglthelirabbiniclprohibitionI(Y ebamothl 09b)lashtlishwritten*Staylfarlawaylfrommaking
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guarantees.”[Neverthelesslhelwentlrightlbacklanddiditlhgain,linlthellutmostlconfidencethatlsome
typeloflsalvationwaslgoingltolhppearltolgrowljustiforthim.
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Judah approached him, saying, “In me, my master.”

Thisis a particular strength given by God to the Tribe of Judah, that they never ever despair of
salvation, no matter what may have happened. Now, in the previous chapter we read how Judah
said, “And we will be slaves to my master.” and it may have appeared as though he were in
despair. In his own eyes his behavior appeared to have been a big mistake. He made himself
responsible to his father for the return of Benjamin, jeopardizing his place in either world. But in
this chapter he takes courage and bolsters himself before God. “Even though | may have done
wrong, nonetheless God has the ability to save me.”
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This is the meaning of the phrase Judah approached him. Approached him, that isto say into
the deepest depths of Joseph's heart, to where Joseph was forced to make himself known to
them. Because all these verses are really arguments with God. Judah thought he was standing
arguing with a gentile king, but when God sent them the salvation it became obvious that even
prior to that they had never been in any real danger. In truth they had aways been arguing with
their brother.
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And thus it will be in the future when God saves us and redeems us, the God will show us that
we were never in Exile; that no nation ever ruled us but God alone.
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And this is the meaning of the verse, (Psalms 37:10) And yet a short while, and the wicked is
not, And you meditate upon his place, and it is no longer exists.

That isto say, in a short while evil will have disappeared. Then when you meditate upon it from
the wisdom of your heart; then, if you are intent on understanding it in truth, you will find that it
does not exist, that it never had any power over you.
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My master interrogated his servants, saying, “Have you a father or brothers?” And we
answered that we do have an aged father and a brother... And you you said, “Bring him
down heretome.”

Even though there doesn’t appear to be anything new or mitigating in Judah’s defense of
Benjamin against the accusation of theft, that Joseph brought, nevertheless, thisis Judah’s
argument. In all honesty, no one should be punished for faults latent in them and potential sins
until they are acted out as deeds.
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S0, even if Benjamin had this fault and was prone to stealing, had he remained at home he would
never have come to act it out like this. It was only the journey and the resulting stresses which
brought it from latency to actuality. If that is the case he can hardly be held responsible and bears
no blame. It was not his choice to go to down to Egypt.

nwyn H93% X3 27 KD 10722 2w 27 OX 771,213 7°AVA 0133 3700 AR 171 R¥HI DRI OR AR 73
,0°187 T1T2 72°% 1 KD 119892 03, 1LY wayew 7T 9272 owRT POV XY 37K ,17 073 177 2170 277 DRTD

This argument is really an argument with God, because Judah believed that though Joseph may
have been the instrument instructing them, it was God's desire that Benjamin be brought to

Egypt.
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