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It was after the end of two years of daysthat Pharaoh dreamed...

Y ears of days hints at the two days of creation in which al the pleasures were created. On the
third day, (Tuesday) the pleasures of eating were created, while on the sixth day, (Friday) the
pleasures of humanity was created. The Human Being was formed, rooted in the source of Life,
in Honor and Elevation, because the human has dominion over everything.
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Now, when a person is purified in these two aspects salvation is immediately forthcoming. This
is the meaning of the verse, It was after the end of two years of days, meaning when a stop and
end is put to the evil in these two, the salvation comes immediately. This is why the Midrash
(Genesis Rabbah 89:1) opens this week’s Sidra with the quote, (Job 28:3) An end - He puts - to
darkness.

God puts a time limit for the world, how many years it has to remain in darkness. And
what was the reason the God set atime limit on it? Because so long as the evil desire rules
in the world the world remains in darkness and the shadow of death, as it is written, (ibid.)
Stone of gloom and death-shadow. But, as soon asthe evil desire is uprooted there is no
more darkness and death shadow.
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What this means is that as soon as astop is put to the evil in these two things, then the salvation
is immediate.
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It was after two years and Pharaoh dreamed...

The reason Joseph had to endure another two years of prison - in addition to the ten years he had
aready suffered - is this. To begin with it was decreed that he go to prison because he sinned
againg the ten tribes, his brothers. After going through the testing of his prison term, another two
years were added to his sentence corresponding to Joseph himself, and his brother Benjamin.
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For that is the measure by which such things are counted. When a man sins against God, he has
to be brought - through the process of Birrurin - assaying - to the point where the sin will be
shown to have been necessary. That process may be painful. Thereafter, when the assaying
process is finished and everything is atoned for, the person may have to suffer for putting himself
through the processin the first place.
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Why did he need to go through the process, why did he have to put himself in the Stuation that
would subsequently require the painful assaying process? Whatever a person suffersis also the
cause of God’'s suffering, asit is written (Isaiah 63:9) In their suffering is His suffering. That
expains why when the person is finished his process of Birrurin - proofing, brought on through
the sin, only then is there an additional reckoning to be dealt with. He must now go through
Birrurin - assaying with regard to the pain he has just subjected himself to.
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For thisis also somewhat sinful. As we see in the Talmud, (Taanit 11a) Why does the Nazir, who
foreswore drinking wine, have to bring a sin offering? Because he foreswore wine and thus
punished himself.

That’s why Joseph was first sentenced to ten years of prison for hurting his ten brothers and ony
then, after having been assayed in prison like silver purified for all to see, only then was he
required to go through the process again to atone for his own pain and the pain of Benjamin.
Then, as soon as that was over, he was redeemed immediately
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And behold heisstanding on theriver.

We learn in the Midrash, (Genesis Rabba 89:3) Pharaoh asked Joseph, who sustains whom; do |
depend upon my god or my god upon me? Joseph told him, Y our god depends upon you, asit is
written, And behold he is standing on the river.

What this means is that Pharaoh, after seeing how successful he was in al his endeavors, wanted
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to know and achieve a proper understanding of whether his god and his religion rule over him
and dictate his thoughts, and - it follows logically therefore - the reason for his success is that
everything coming into his mind is prompted by the god who has made the decisons. Or whether
he is capable of independent thinking and desire, and that when Pharaoh decides to try
something his god is called upon and compelled to make it succeed? Joseph told him that his
dream proves the latter - Pharaoh, you sustain your god, and the thoughts and desires first come
to you independently and only then is your god forced to come to your assistance.
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It isnot so with Isradl, for Isradl isthe Merkava - Chariot for the Shechina and are always only
acting on the desire of God.
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It is only in the future when the world achieves its ultimate purpose that the verse (Job 22:28)
“You will decree a saying and it will be fulfilled for you,” shall come to pass.

As with Abraham after he had successfully passed the ten trials, and with Isaac and Jacob after
they had achieved their perfection, it is written about them (Isaiah 58:14) Then will you delight
upon God.
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Thisis hinted at in the debate in the Tamud (Shabbat 69b) Whoever is traveling in the
wilderness and does not know when the Sabbath day is, R. Huna says he should count six and
observe one day, Chiya ba Rav says, observe one day and then count six.

Six working days are an analogy corresponding to the efforts a person puts into his life, while the
Sabbath hints at the assistance he gets from God. Now, R. Huna is talking about someone who
has achieved his perfection, whose entire heart is adways and only drawn after the will of God.
Such an one is permitted to act upon his intuition and call upon God to bring it to completion.
But so long as a person has not achieved perfection he is required to take the Y oke of Heaven
upon himself first, before doing anything. To seeto it that God agrees to his act before doing it.

XM ,T0R QP W1 0 TWW 7311 IR RIIT 37 NIAW NN YT IPRI 7172 P07 (070 Naw] /m3a 771 N
WM RNYPOT 11°77 NAWI OTIRT M2TNW 07 TwYni o»° DWW °3 ,70W 7391 TR 01 1w 7K 27 72
YW WR2? 37NRY MPTNWR DIWYY 19 901 IR Wi 118 R Twni 125w H52 0Ywaw 0IR3 390 1777

17 ©°30° OXY WYn 53 0TIR oW N15%n DI 1HY Haph X IR NIHWA DIRT PRW TIVA DaR 1TV 10w
SWY IR W

Mei Hashiloach Trangdlation and Copyright 2007
R. Mordechai Y osef Lainer of 1zbicy J. Hershy Worch



Published Weeklyl by Yeshiva Ateret TzviI'The Open YeshivallllChicago,/Illinois
skskeskeskeskeskeskeskokskokskskok sk ko sksk

Pharaoh had Joseph sent for... They hurried Joseph from the pit.

The Hebrew word for hurry - Yaratz - is cognate with the word - Rotzeh - Desire. That isto say
Joseph was completely comfortable with all the events he had undergone. Because God sent
great joy into his heart in order that he not hold any resentments against Him.
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You hear adream to interpret it.

Because everything that happens in this life is but a dream requiring interpretation. And as it is
interpreted, so it actualizes as the person’s redlity.
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A person who comprehends that everything happening to himis a word from God, that
everything lives at the Mouth of God, understands the reason for everything (and can taste the
divine in each event) and realizes true Life.
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As with bread which provides us with life, the chief life force which comes through the bread is
the Word of God in the bread. Whoever eats without understanding this eats as an animal and
therefore only takes from the bread the most rudimentary and temporary Life Force.
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But one who comprehends that it is the Word of God coming through the bread as nourishment
also receives the divine and eternal Life coming through the bread. For bread - LECHEM has the
same letters CHALOM as the word Dream. Bread, like dreams also requires interpretation. And
similarly, so do all the pleasures, for bread is a metaphor describing all the pleasures and good
things of this world.
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May EL-SHADAI giveyou mercy...

Rashi explainsit thus. May He who said, “Dy - Enough,” to Hisworld, say, “Dy - Enough,” to
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my troubles.

The holy rebbe, the Rebbe Reb Bunim of P’ shischa said about this holy Name of God, Shadai,
that when created, the world kept on expanding and growing until God said, “Dy - Enough.” As
is written in the Talmud. (Hagigah 14a)
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The explanation for thisis that the creation of the world was meant to reveal God's greatness to
al. God said, “Enough,” because the world was sufficient for the revelation of God's greatness.
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This is why Jacob mentions this holy Name here at this juncture. Because God brings pain on a
person in order to assay him into recognizing his Creator. So, Jacob mentions this holy Name in
the hope that God would say, “Enough,” the pain | have already suffered is sufficient for the
revelation of everything | need to know.
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In truth everything the patriarchs underwent was not of their own making, it was only from the
divine flow; it was God inspiring them to pray to Him. All of their prayers were timed exactly
and serenditpitously. For here God had already agreed to say, “Enough,” to all Jacob’stroubles.
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We find a parallel with Abraham after the end of the tenth test, the Akedah, binding of Isaac, he
began praying that God not test him anymore. And that was because his mind and the Mind of
God were aready in agreement, as God had already decided not to test him anymore.
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What can we say? God hasrevealed your servants sin.

In the Midrash (Genesis Rabba 92:9) we learn, They said, “If we say we sinned, God knows we
did not sin. If we say we have not snned, God has revealed your servants sin.”
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They meant to say that although they were clear that in regard to the crime of which they stood
accused, they were completely innocent, it was clear to them that God had brought it about. God
orchestrated events in order to point out to them that they had a fault similar to the current crime.
The fault was aso atheft. They had lied to their father and misled him about the sale of Joseph.
(stealing his mind) That was the cause and pretext behind the libel they were now being charged
with.
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May God giveyou Grace.

We learn in the Babylonian Talmud, (Berachoth 33a). Why is the Havdallah - Shabbat ending
mentioned only in Chonen HaDa' at - the (4th)Blessing of Knowledge in the Amidah
meditation? R. Joseph says, Because Havdallah - Distinction requires wisdom, therefore it
receives mention in the Wisdom Blessing. The Palestinian Talmud (Berachoth 5:2) answers the
same question with the phrase, Without knowledge, where is discernment to come from?
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It is only a composed, self-possessed and tranquil mind that affords its owner the wisdom to
distinguish one thing from another. That’s why Joseph blessed Benjamin with Chen - Grace that
is he blessed him with Chonen HaDa' at - Blessing of Knowledge in the Amidah meditation
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Because the Tribe of Benjamin’s characteristic is to plunder genius from the pagans and
assimilate their loot into the Jewish People. If he sees something good among them he snatches
that good thing from them and brings into Israel, asis explained in Volume | (Vayechi).
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But if he sees that the good is not safe for the Jewish People he throws it away behind him. This
process requires tremendous self-possession. Like someone running down a very steep mountain
dope into the valley. He is running very fast and it is amost impossible to stop running half way
down. Only someone with extraordinary strength could stop during such a headlong flight and
stop halfway.
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Similarly with the Tribe of Benjamin, they have tremendous self-possession. For even while in
the process of selecting and snatching they can take the time to make split those split-second
decisions necessary to proper discernment, throwing away, behind them, whatever is deemed
unfit to assimilate into Isragl.
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This is the meaning of the verse in Genesis 49:27, Benjamin is a ravenous wolf. In the morning
he devours the prey, in the evening he divides the spoil.

In the morning he devours his prey. He runs to grab everything he can, anything looking like it
contains goodness worth the effort of assimilation.

In the evening he divides the spoil. Whatever is good he assimilates and whatever is not good
he throws behind him.

And thisis why Joseph blessed him with Chen - Grace (Chonen HaDa'’ at Blessing of
Knowledge in the Amidah meditation) he blessed him with the tremendous self-possession and
composure to be able to make the right choices and to discern between good and bad.
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(TalmudShabbatl21b) WhatlisIChanuka?
Wellread(Psalm01 19:105)0Y ourlivordlisfhlcandlelforlimylfeet,alightltolmylpathway.

Alkcandlelforlmylfeet meanslthatiGodlendowedluslwithlthe[T'orahlivhichlprovideslguidancelfor
everylkinglelhactlalpersonlmightldo,kolthatlGod’sldomimionloverlalllthingsibecomeslobviouslfrom
everylparticularldetail.

AllightltolmylpathwaylkuggestslthatlinlalinorelgeneralkenselGodlknlightenslusivithiHisldominion
overleverything,lwhichlbecomeslobviouslfromlallthingslinlgeneral.[Becauselblcandlelishlparticular
detaillofllight,lwhilellightlisfalgenerallthing.
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Now,hslvelookhtlthelworldiGodlcreated,lwelseelthatlinlgenerallthingslarelinclude diwithinfonelof
thelfollowinglthreelcategories,[Universe,[SoullandlY ear.

Ithswrittenl(bidl1 39:16)0Y ourleye skawlmylform.[Inlyourlbookltheylwerelalllwritten.0Theldaysthat
werelordained.Whenlhslyetltherelwerelhonelbflthem.

Therelshnlalternativelreading:0Y ourlleye slkawlimyform.lnlY ourlbooktheylwerelalllwritten.[Days
werelcreated,landIforfHimOwasloneloflthem.
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BecauselitwaslfromltheselgeneralitieslthatlGodlchosellkinglelhspect,ipickinglonalparticularidetail
tolbeldesignatedasithelvehiclelwherebylthellightloflthelrevelationlofliGod’sldominionibelirevealed
tolthelworld.
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InlUniversel(space)IGodlcreatedlEarth,lelevatinglthe[lLandloflIsraelltolbelholylabovelhlllotherslin
general,l(MishnallKelimll :6).[JerusalemlskanctifiedlhbovelthelLLandloflsrael,lwhilelthe>000cubits
squareloflthelTempleMountlharelholierlthan{Jerusalem.0Thellcourtyardioflthe[T'emplelandithe
Sanctuarylarelstilltholier.MtlisftherelindparticularthatiGodlcommandedlthellightinglofltheMenorah
tolreveallandkymbolizelGod’sldominionloverlthelentirelworldlinlgeneral.
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YcarllmeanslTime.0Godlcreatedlthelbixworkingldayslinlgeneral,lchoosinglthelseventh,[Shabbesday
mlparticular.ttlsolhasthelcommandmentltollightithelShabbeslcandlesfassociatedlwithlit.
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AmonghlllSoulslinlgenerallGodlchoselHislpeoplellsraellslthelparticularlchoicelfrommonglhll
nations.[Forlthellmoment,beforelllllthe BirurmlllAssayinglamongthelJewish[Peoplelisfinished,lthe
TribelofllLevilisithelchosenldetail.[lFromhmonglthemiGodlhaslelevatedthellpriestlylfamilyloflthe
Cohens,andlfromfmonglthemlthelHigh[Priest.0TheHigh[Priestlslalsolgivelthelspecific
commandmentltollightlthelMenorah.
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Now,[inltheldaysloflthelHasmoneansiwhenlGodkentthemlthellaghtfromlthelfuture whenlthe
HighlPriestlwaslalsolprivilegedltolenjoy Malkhut ISovereignty,lwhichlislgomgltolbelirevealed
throughlMessiah,thelSonloflDavid,lwhenlthe BirurinlliSortinglwilllhavelended,laindthelchoicelwill
belinlthelHouseloflDavidlinfparticular.0Then,lwhenlthelHasmoneanIHigh[Priestslenjoyedhltastelof
Malkhut MSovereignty,therelwaslanfhddedlrevelationloflthelchosennessloflthelentirelhation,lof
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everlkoulloflsraellinfparticular...(seelthere)
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