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ThesehreltheBvords.

WellearnlinltheMidrashl(ShocherlTT'ovICap.[19)I*Torahlwaslonlylgivenltollsraellinlorderlthatlithey
notlengagelinfemptylords.”

ThishsOthelmeaningloflthelversel(Psalml58:2) 1 Arellyoullbe comellbecomeldumb PISpeakltruthland
jJustice.”ll Becausel forll everyll giftl andll powerl createdl inll thell person,l] Godll providedl all mitzvah
Commandmentlwherebyl thatll personll couldIworshipll God.I Andl humanslwerel createddwithll the
powerlbflkpeechlndkoltheylwerelgivenlthelwordsloflTorahltolengagelwith.
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Onlthe[Aravalplain,bppositeBuf.

ThellreasonllwhylthelsinsloflitheJewishlpeoplelarelgivenlthelnicknamesloflthelplaceslandinotlthe
timesllatlwhichltheylloccurredl-Itheltextlislhintinglthatlonelshouldnotlthinklthatlthelsinlwasldone
outlloflichoice,lthatltheylhadlthelchoiceltolremovelthemselveslorfavoiditheirsin.I Theltextlcomeslito
teachluslthatleachlsinlslconnectedlwithlallplacelandlthatltheylcouldinotImovelfromlthatlplacelor
protectlthemselvesfromlkinninglorlgolanywherelkelse.
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ElevenfaysfromHoreb

Becauselwhenltheylreceivedlthe[Torahlthelheartslofllsracllwerelnotlyetlpurifiedtolbeldrawnlsolely
afterlthelwillloflGod.UIt slonlylwiththeirmindsthatltheyllunderstoodithatthelrightlandlproperlthing
forlthem0toldolsltolfulfilllthelwillloflGod,forltheirlheartsiwerelnotllyetlpure. [ tlwaslonlylwithltheir
cominglintolthellandlofllsraellthatlthenheartsbwerelpurified,
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andlthislislwhatiMoseslmeantiwhenlhelsaid*ElevenldayslfromIHoreb”.[IBecauselwhenlyoulverellat
Horeblandlacceptedlthel T'orahllyoulthoughtlinlyourllmindslthatlyourlheartslwerellpure,landlyou
broughtlproofltollyourselveslifromlthelfactlthatlyouldiditheljourneylinlthreeldays.[Butltheltruthlis
notllso.l'TherelstilllremainsfanlelevenldayldistancellbetweenlHorebllandlKadeshlBarneallandllyou
didn’tlacquirelthelwordslofll T'orahlinlsuchlalwaylthatlitheyllbe camelfixedlinllyourlheart.[tlwaslonly
afterllthel40lyearslthroughlencounteringllalllthellchallengestandImakingfalllthoselblundersthatllyour

heartsIwerelpurified.IBecauselaslthel Talmudl( Girtinl43a)Usays,I“ Alpersonlneverlunderstandslthe
WordslbfllTorahluntillhelhasktumbledhnthem.”
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And(thislislthelmeaningloflithelversel(Psalml127:2) 1 Inlvainlyoulstrive,lyoullearlylrisers,lyoullwho
staylupllateleatinglthebreadbflanxiety.[Sol[ God]lgiveskleepltothislovers.”

Becausellbeforelallperson’siheartlislipure Jhelitlrequiresltremendouslenergylandlanxietyltolachieve
thellwillloflGod.IButloncelthel Torahlislfixedlntolhislheart,lthenlGodlpoursluponlhimiwordslof
Torahllevenlwithoutlhisleffort,Jlevenlwhenlhelsleeps.IAlpersonldoesn’tlhaveltolexertlhimselfllso
much.
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Itannotltarryoulhlone.

BecausellthelchiefltasklgivenltolMoseslislthelrevelationloflthel Torahlandlbringingllsraellintolthe
landloflIsraellisJoshua’sltask .[Whenllsraellwastoldenoughlsitinglherelatlthellmountain,lturnfand
headltowardlthelland”lwhichlwaslinlessencelthelbeginningllofltherelforaylintolthellLand,[Moseslno
longerlhadlthelstrengthltolcarrylon.
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And(Itoldllyoulatlithatftime,lsaying,l“Ilcannotllcarryllyoullalone.[Bringllyourselveslpeople,liwise,
understandingfindknowing.”

WhenlktheylwerelkcloseltolenteringlthelLandloflIsracllandIM oseslbeganltolsenselthatlGod’slwilllwas
that{Joshualkhouldbringlthemlintolthe[LLand,[MoseswantedlthellJewishlpeopleltolprayltolGodUthat

theylldon’tlwantlanotherlleader.[ ThislisDwhatIhelmeantl‘IIcannotlcarryllyoullalone’ .0 Although,lwe
laterlfindlthatM oseslprayedlthatlhelhimselflbelallowe dtolbringlthemlhintolthelLand.[HeltoldIthem
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this,[becauselhelwaslryingltolmakethemlunderstandithatthellheedsltheirlprayers,ow.
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ThislverselisltheIninthlverselfromlthelbeginninglfrom{thelSidra.lAndlalways[theIninthlverselhas
hiddenldepths,lasliwaslexplamedinlthelchapterldealingiwithlBalaam.[ButlthelJewishlpeopleldidn’t
understandiwhatIMoseslwaslhintingltolthem,landlwelsimplyllrespondedlsaying‘Fine.lGood. IAnd
thatlhslwhy,lafterwards,Moseslsays[ AndIlgatheredfromlamongllyoullwiselandlknowingllmen. IAnd
ourlsageslofllblessedlmemorylsayll(Nedariml20b) I ThelreasonltheltextIdoesInotlmentionImenlof
understandinglislbe causelhelfoundnolmenloflunderstanding.
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WhenMoseslsaidF Ifoundholmenloflunderstanding’ [hellmeantltolhintltolthemlthatihoneloflthem
hadlunderstoodlhislreallmeaningllbecausellhadllyoullunderstoodimylmeaning,Jandlhadlyoullprayed
onlmylbehalf,[perhapslyoulivouldlhavelbeenlkuccesstullinlpetiioninglforlmeltolenterlthellLand.
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GodllyourllLordlhasllincreasedllyoullmanifold,landllyoulareltodayllik ellthelstarsloflthelheavenlin
number.

Welllearn[inll thell Midrashll (Deuteronomyll Rabbah,l 1:13)I Mosessaidl tol God,l“Whylldon’tllyou
comparelthemltolthelsunlorlmoon,lwhichlarelmuchlbiggerlithanlthelstars?’1Godlrespondedsaying,
“ThelsunlandimoonOwillloneldaylbelashamed. IHowldolwelknow P tlisOwrittenl(Isaiahl24:23) " The
moonlwilllblushlandlthelsunOwilllbelashamed. IButlstarslhaveInolshame.lHowldolwelknow? 0 s
writtenll (Joell2:27)’BecauselinlthelheartloflthelJewslam[I,landlIlamOyourll GodlandltherelisIno
other.’
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Thelsunfandimoonlarelmetaphorsforlthoselthingslthatlweldolwithlour Chokhmah -IWisdomland
BinalllUnderstanding.JAndleverythinglallpersonldoeslwithIhisIwisdomwilllonelldayllbelnullland
void.['ThelstarsllarelalmetaphorlforlithatlplacelwherelGodilluminateslandlenlightens{theleyeslofla
person.lAndlhelthenlwalkslinthelstarlightloflGod'slenlightenment,landthislastslforever.
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Hisbedlshbedbfliron.BeholditisinRabbat,bilthelonsblAmmon.

MoseslwaslafraidloflOg.[BecauselOglhadlthelcovenant,[thelsignloflthellcovenantthatlAbrahamlhad
putlinlhislfleshlasiwellearnlinlthe[Zohar(VolumellIl,01:84a)IBecauselOgliwaslEliezer,Iservantlof
Abraham,hslshvelllknown.

AndMoseswaslhafraidlllestiGodlwaslcloseltolOg. 0T hislisthelmeaningloflthelphraself Hislbedlislhine
cubitsllongllandlfourllcubitsiwide. [BecauselthelHebrewllettersI T'ethlandlthelDaledlarelthelletters
immediatelyllbeforelthelYodlandlthelHeh, andithislfromltheselletterslthatltherelflowsltheldivine
essencelltolhliperson.[BecauselthellVaviandlthe[Hehlinlthe[lnameloflGod,thelsecondlpairlofletters,
belonglitolourllunderstanding,laslisiwelllknown.[ ThislislwhatiM oseslwaslafraidlof, lthatperhapsQthis
HolylNamelrestslonlOg,landsolGodkhowedhimlthatlitlisthotlso.
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Althoughlithappearsfonlthelsurfacelthatthisldeedsbarelvirtuous,everthelessthislinsidesfarelunclean.
Thislisl thellmeaningll ofll thell phrase,l"Beholdlitlislinl Rabbatl ofll thel sonsl ofl Ammon."I Because
Ammonlisithelklippahl(husk)loflLustlandlLicentiousness,laslislwelllknown.lInlthelwordsloflithe
Z.oharll (1bid.)1 Becausel hellhadll damagedUthatl signll ofll thell covenant.l Thislisl whyll Godl promised
Moses “Today,lthislday,ll havelbegunlputtinglyourlfearfuponlithellnationslwhollarelbeneath alllthe
heavens.’
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Becausellthelheavenslreferltolthelcolorslthatlappearltoltheleyelthatllookllikelthelpowerlandlthe
assistancellofllGod.[SollGodshowedhimthatinlandhmongthelhations,ltherelisinolreallsubstancelto
it itlisljustlalcolor.JAndOthishsOwhylithelphraselherelinlthisltexthsOsolldifferentlfromlthellusual.0 The
textUshouldlhavelsaid,I‘putllyourlifearluponlthelnationsIwholarelbeneath heaven. IButllhere,lGod
hintsltoIMoseslthatlalllthelcolorsithatllooklsol Goodlamonglthellnations,InonelloflthemUhaslany
substance.
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