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Thiswasthelife of Sarah.

We learn in the Talmud (Berachoth 8a), quoting the verse from Psalms 32:6, For this let every
Hasid pray unto You, at atime of finding.

R. Hanina says a time of finding must refer to finding a woman, as it is written (Proverbs 18:22)
‘“Who has found awoman has found Good.” In the west when someone got married they would
ask, isit found or afind? For there are two contradictory verses about it. In Proverbs 18:32 the
verse has the above quote ‘Who has found a woman has found Good and finds favor from God.’
While another verse (Ecclesisates 7:26) says ‘And | find more bitter than death a woman whose
heart is snares and nets and whose hands are fetters etc.’
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R. Nathan says a time of finding refers the Torah, asit is written (Proverbs 8:35) ‘ For he who
finds me finds Life and obtains favor from God.’
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R. Nachman b. Yitzchak says a time of finding refers to death, asit is written (Psalms 68:21)
‘Our God is a God of Salvation, and to God the Lord belong all death findings.” Similarly, we
learned, God created 903 types of death in the world as the Gematria of the Hebrew word
Totzaoth - Findings. The worst of them all is Diptheria, the best of themis the Kiss. Breathing
through Diptheria resembles thorns entangled in the wool which cannot be removed with tearing
the fleece. Others say it is like trying to breathe with a dowel blocking the trachea. Death
through the Kiss resembles the removal of a hair from milk.
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R. Yochana says a time of finding refers to burial. R. Chanina asks what does the verse mean,
(Job 3:22) ‘who rejoice in exceeding happiness and celebrate to find a grave? Raba b. Shilo
answered, ‘That’s what people mean when they say a person should not cease praying even until
the last clodful of earth hits the coffin.’
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Mar Zutra says atimeif finding refers to the toilet. In the west they said, Mar Zutra's
understanding is the best of them all.
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(One says it is awoman being found, another saysit is the Torah. One says it is death being
found; one says it is burial, another saysit is the toilet.)

Each of the things mentioned in the Talmud above refer to moments in a person’s life when he
encounters variables of an unpredictable nature, over which he has no control; when the only
thing to do isto pray to God for help. One says it is Torah being found. It means that when
anyone takes action he should pray that God show him in the Torah way of doing it, that it be be
permissable according to the Torah to take that action.
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One says it is a woman being found. It means that one pray for God to be constantly immediate
and immanent; to know at every moment what to do even if it is the opposite of the Torah way;
Aswe learn in the Talmud (Berachoth 54a) It is written (Psalms 119) A time to do for God - they
have overturned Y our Torah. R. Nathan says, They overturned Y our Torah because it was atime
to do for God, meaning that sometimes one must overturn the Torah because it is time to do so.

And thisis the meaning of the phrase, it is a woman being found, as was explained previoudy at
the beginning of Genesis.
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Adam said, “The woman Y ou put with me, she gave me to eat.” Really, the mistake Adam made
that led to his sin grew out of this. God had said, “1 will make him a helpmeet.” When he was
forbidden to eat from the Tree of Knowledge he grew very afraid. He assumed it was because of
some profound spiritual flaw inherent in himself that he was forbidden, by God, from eating it.
Once god created Eve, however, and she was given to Adam as a helpmest, as guide for himto
follow; (similar to Abraham who was told, “Everything Sarah tell you to do, listen to her.”)
thereupon Adams fears were stilled and his mind was at peace. That’s why he responded to God
saying, “The woman Y ou put with me, she gave me to eat.” He assumed he was permitted to eat
as she instructed him.
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One says this is death. Even in death nothing is sure. As Rabban Y ochanan said, “Even in my
death | see two pathways opening before me.” And aswe read in the Talmud quoted above; a
person should keep on praying until the last shovelful has dropped onto his grave.
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One says this means burial. In burial there are also profundities and variables, because a person
penetrates to space whose end is life in the world-to-come, as we learn in the midrash.
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One says it means thetoilet. Toilet refers to things that embarrass us. A person should pray he
never utter anything of which he later be ashamed.
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Now, all these five things are hinted at in this weekly portion.

1. Torah refers to Abraham about whom the text says, Abraham was old. The Hebrew word for

old, ZAKEN, is an abbreviation for the phrase ZE KANA - This one has acquired wisdom.

2. Woman refers to Rebecca who marries Isaac, and also to Abraham who marries again. There
is tremendous depths to thisthat Abraham had to give birth to al these descendents who have
no root in holiness. It was for Isaac to rule over all these powersin order to glorify the name
of God.

3. Toilet refersto the final chapter in the Sidra, the saga of the Children of 1shmael. Because that
one phrase Abraham uttered, “Perhaps Ishmael will walk before You?’ was a great
embarrassment to him, as we read in the Zohar.
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Thisisthelife of Sarah.
We read in the Midrash. It is written (Psalms 37:18) God knows the days of the flawless.

Because, just as they are flawless their lives are flawless. Rabbi Y ochanan says, like that perfect
circle.
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The explanation of this Midrash is this. We read in Psalms (1:6) God knows the ways of the
righteous.

What it really means is that righteous make knowing God their spiritual path. *‘Way' isused in
the sense people use when the ask, which way is this heading?
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The path of the righteous has been smoothed and all the mundane hindrances have been
removed, making it a clear path to the knowledge of God. Because ‘Knowing' is an expression
of connection, as it is written, Adam knew his wife. The righteous seeks ways of connecting and
attachig himself to God. So, when they set their feet upon that path it seemsto them their lives
have just begun.
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That’s why the Midrash says, Thisis the life of Sarah, meaning, her life truly begins here.
Because God knows the days of the flawless. And Rabbi Y ochanan says, like that perfect circle.
A perfect circle is something without beginning or end, where it is examined it is the beginning
because it is so flawless and its end is inserted into its beginning.
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So, now that her life ended in this world the text tells us, Thisis the life of Sarah, meaning, now
iswhen it begins. As is explained in the Zohar.
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Abraham wasold, getting on in years, and God blessed Abraham with everything.

We read in Ecclesiastes (2:1). And thisis left to me from all my toil. About which we learn in
the Talmud, (Sanhedrin 20b) Rav and Shmuel argue. One says Solomon was left with his staff,
the other says he was left with his plate.
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Now, obvioudly, Solomon was not bemoaning the loss of worldly possessions and playthings; he
never put any value on them in the first place. What Solomon is doing is the opposite; he is
boasting that even though it appears he has lost it all, nevertheless the essence of all his
achievements and acquisitions remain with him. And it is in these two symbols that all of his
essential characteristics are encapsulated.
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“And thisis left to me from al my toil,” he said. One says it refers to his staff. Staff hints at the
life force, because al his life force was till strong in him. We find staff as a symbol of the life
force with the verse in Zachariah (8:4), They will sit in the streets of Jerusalem with their staffs
in their hands because of their great age.
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One says his plate. Because he was still always prepared and full of desire for more. That was
where his true joy lay, because that’s what life in this world is about, wanting more.
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This then is the meaning of the verse Abraham was old, getting on in years. It means he came,
finaly, to the root of his life's source. He became a vessel to receive and remained prepared and
full of desire to receive more life from God, always lusting for more and more.
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I ssac came from Be er Lacahi Ro’i, hewent out to pray in thefield. And behold helooked
up and saw camel coming toward him.

Isaac is the source of all fears in the world. Even those which reduce a person to the inability to
act. Asit iswritten, He dwelt in the land of the Negev. Negev means dried out and parched. |saac
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dwelt without desire or lust.
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That’s why Abraham, who understood Isaac’ s nature, and knew that |saac would never risk
taking any action, sent his servant to make a match for Isaac.
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But in truth, everything is arranged by God anyway. Because when the moment came for Isaac to
marry he began to ask himself; Is the world then created for chaos, surely it is created to be
inhabited? He thought about marriage.
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But Isaac was fearful of ever taking any action or do any deed. So, he went out into the field to
pray to God to help him, to bring him his mate; because, as we learn in the Talmud (Moed Katan
18b) there are those whose match is brought to them. He was answered immediately in his
prayer, for there, as soon as he lifted his eyes was the camel bearing his wife. Asit is written
(Isaiah 65:24) And it will be yet before they call to me | will answer them, they are still speaking
and | will have listened.
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